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Sermon 3387. A New Year's Benediction

A New Year's Benediction

(No. 3387)

A SERMON PUBLISHED ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 1914.

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON, ON THURSDAY
EVENING, SEPTEMBER 3, 1868.

"Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as you
have, for He has said, I willnever leave you, nor forsake you." Hebrews 13:5.

OBSERVE the way in which the Apostles were accustomed to incite Believers in Christ
to the performance of their duties. They did not tell them, "You must do this or that, or you
will be punished. You must do this and then you shall obtain a reward for it." They never
cracked the whip of the Law in the ears of the child of God. They knew the difference between
the man who was actuated by sordid motives and the fear of punishment—and the newborn
man who is moved by more sublime motives, namely, motives that touch his heart, that
move his regenerated nature and that compel him, out of affection, to do the will of Him
that sent him. Hence the address, here, is not, "Be content, or else God will take away what
you have," but, "Be content and have nothing to do with covetousness, for He has said, "I
will never leave you, nor forsake you."

The promise is made the argument for the precept! Obedience is enforced by a Covenant
blessing. He has said, "I will never leave you, nor forsake you." What then? Shall I be discon-
tented and covetous? No! But for the very reason that He has made, by His promise, my
very safety absolute and unconditional, assuring me, "I will never leave you, nor forsake
you"—for that reason I will keep covetousness and every other evil thing out of my conver-
sation and will seek to walk contentedly and happy in the Presence of my God! See, Brothers
and Sisters, this Gospel motive. It is a Free Grace argument. It is not a weapon taken from
the arsenal of Mount Sinai, but taken from the region of the Cross and from the council
chamber of the Covenant of Love!

Another thing in the text to which I would call your notice is this—that an Inspired
Apostle who might very well have used his own original words, nevertheless, in this case,
as indeed in many others, quotes the Old Testament. "He has said, I will never leave you,
nor forsake you." Behold, then, the value of Holy Scripture! If an Inspired man quotes the
text as of Divine authority, much more should we so regard it, who are without such inspir-
ation. We should be much in searching the Scriptures and when we want to clench an argu-
ment, or answer an opponent, it would always be well for us to take our weapon from the
grand old Book and come down with, "He has said." Oh, there is nothing like this for force
and power! We may think a thing, but what of that? Our opinions are but of little worth.
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General authority and universal opinion may sustain it, but what of that? The world has
been more frequently wrong than right and public opinion is a fickle thing. But “He has
said," that is to say, God has said—Immutable Truth and eternal fidelity have said God, who
made Heaven and earth, and who changes not, though nations melt like the hoar frost of
the morning—God who always lives when hills, mountains and this round world and
everything upon it shall have passed away—"He has said!" Oh, the power there is in this,
"He has said, I will never leave you, nor forsake you"! So, then, let us be much in searching
the Scriptures, much in feeding upon them, much in diving into their innermost depths—and
then afterwards much in the habit of quoting them, using them as arguments for the defense
of the Truths of God, as weapons against error and as reasons to call us to the path of duty
and to pursue it!

But now to come to the promise, itself, "I will never leave you, nor forsake you." I shall
call your attention, first of all, to—

I. THE REMARKABLE CHARACTER OF THIS PROMISE.

Is it not an amazing fact that while others leave us and forsake us, that God never does?
Itis to each one of His own redeemed people that He says, "I will never leave you, nor forsake
you." How often do men play false and forsake those whom they call their friends when
those friends fall into poverty Ah, the tragedies of some of these cruel forsakings! May you
never know them! These so-called friends knew their friends when that suit of black was
new, but how sadly their eyesight fails them, now it is turned to a rusty brown! They knew
them extremely well when once a week they sat with their legs under their table and shared
their generous hospitality—but they know them not, now that they knock at their door and
crave help in a time of need!

Matters have changed altogether and friends that once were cherished are now forgotten.
In fact, the man almost pities himself to think that he should have been so unfortunate to
have a friend who has come down so and he has no pity for his friend because he is so much
occupied in pitying himself! In hundreds, thousands and tens of thousands of cases, as soon
as the gold has gone, the pretended love has gone! And when the dwelling has been changed
from the mansion to the cottage, the friendship, which once promised to last forever, has
suddenly disappeared!

But, Brothers and Sisters, God will never leave us on account of poverty! However low
we may be brought, there it always stands—"I will never leave you, nor forsake you." Scant
may be your board. You may have hard work to provide things honest in the sight of all
men. You may sometimes have to look and look again—and wonder by what straits you
will be enabled to escape out of your present difficulty. But when all friends have turned
their backs and when acquaintances have fallen from you like leaves in autumn, He has said,
"I will never leave you, nor forsake you." Then beneath His bounty you shall find a shelter!
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And when these other hands are shut, His hands shall still be outstretched in loving kindness
and tender mercy to help and deliver the soul of the needy!

Sometimes, and very often, too, men lose all their friends if they fall into any temporary
disgrace. They may really have done no wrong—they may even have done right— but
public opinion may condemn the course they took, or slander may be propagated which
casts them into the shade! And then men suddenly grow forgetful. They do not know the
man—how should they? He is not the same man—to them at any rate—and as the world
gives him the cold shoulder, his friends serve him the same. The old proverb, "The devil
take the hindmost," seems to be generally the custom with our friends when we get into
seeming disgrace! They are all off, seeing who can run away first, for they fear that they shall
be left to share in our dishonor. But it is never so with our God. "I will never leave you, nor
forsake you." You may be put into the dungeon, like Paul and Silas, but God will make you
sing there, even at midnight! You may be set in the stocks, but even there God will cause
you to greatly rejoice! You may be cast into the fiery furnace, but He will tread the flames
with you! You may be so dishonored that men shall treat you as they did God's only Son—and
lift you up upon the cross of shame and put you to death—but you shall never ask, "Why
have You forsaken me?" Your Lord said it when He bore your guilt, but you shall never need
to say it, for your guilt is put away forever and Jehovah will stand by you in all your dishonor!
And let me say here that there is never a child in the family that is dearer to the great Father
than the child that is suffering shame and contempt from others! He loves them dearest
when they suffer reproach for His sake! These are nearer to His heart than any other and
He bids them rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great shall be their reward in Heaven if
thus they bear and endure for His name! "I will never leave you, My persecuted one! I will
pour such joy into your heart that you shall forget all the dishonor. I will send an angel to
minister to you. Yes, I will, Myself, be with you and you shall rejoice in My salvation while
your heart is glad and calm in the midst of the tumult and the strife around.”

Blessed be God, all the shame and spitting that men can put upon us can never put our
God away, for, "He has said, I will never leave you, nor forsake you." Alas, sad is it for human
nature that we must say it—how many have been forsaken when they have been no longer
able to minister to the pleasure and comfort of those who admired them while they profited
by them! Some are thus thrown aside just as men throw away household stuff that is worn
out and is of no further use. Depend upon it, men will not forsake us while they can get
anything out of us! But when there is no longer anything to profit by, when the poor woman
becomes so decrepit that she can scarcely move from her bed to her chair, when the man
becomes so laid aside by accident or is so weak that he cannot take his place in the great
march of life—then he is like the soldiers in Napoleon's march—he drops out of the line to
die and thousands either march over him, or if they are a little more merciful, march by and
around him! But few are those who will stop to care for such and attend to them. How often
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are the incurable forsaken and left! But He has said, "I will never leave you, nor forsake you."
If we should getso old that we cannot serve the Church of God, even by a single word. If we
should become so sick that we are only a burden to those of our house who have to nurse
us. If we should grow so feeble that we could not lift our hand to our lip, yet the eternal love
of Jehovah would not have diminished, no, not so much as by a single jot towards the souls
whom He had loved from before the foundation of the world! However low your condition,
you shall find God's love is always underneath for your uplifting! However weak you are,
His strength shall be revealed in the everlasting arms that will not permit you to sink into
disaster and your soul into Hell. This, then, is a very precious text! Others may forsake us
for different reasons—too many to be mentioned now—but He has said, "I will never leave
you, nor forsake you." Well, then, let the rest go! If the Lord Jehovah stands at our right
hand, we can well afford to see the backs of all our friends, for we shall find Friends enough
in the Triune God whom we delight to serve!

Again, this is a very remarkable promise if we think of our own conduct towards God.
"He has said, I will never leave you, nor forsake you." And have not we often said the same
to Him? We were like Peter—we felt we did love our Savior—we were sure we did and we
did not, could not believe that we could ever be so false or so faithless as to forsake Him.
We almost longed for some temptation to prove how true we would be! We felt very vexed
with other professors, that they should prove so untrue! We felt in our heart that we could
not do like that and that we would stand firm under any imaginable pressure! But what be-
came of us, my Brothers and Sisters? Charge your memories a moment. Did the rooster that
accused Peter never accuse you? Did you never deny your Lord and Master and, at last,
hearing the warning voice, go out and weep bitterly because you had forgotten Him—He
whom you had declared so solemnly you would never forsake? Oh, yes, I fear we, many and
many a time, have said, "I will never leave You, nor forsake You," and yet under some sarcasm,
some ridicule, or some pressing trial, we have been like the children of Ephraim and, though
armed and carrying bows, we have turned our back in the day of battle! If your voice has
never denied Christ, has your heart ever done so? If your tongue has remained silent, has
not your soul sometimes gone back to the old flesh-pots of Egypt and said, "I would gladly
find comfort once again where I did find it with my old companions and in the old ways"?
Ah, well, as you think of this—how unkindly and ungenerously you have treated your
Lord—Ilet this text stand out in bold relief, "He has said, I will never leave you, nor forsake
you." Although you have often forgotten Him, yet, His loving kindness changes not! Though
you have been fickle, He has been firm! Though you have sometimes believed Him not, yet
He has remained faithful—glory be to His name!

Again, this promise is a very remarkable one if we notice how it overrides all the sugges-
tions that might arise from a mere view of strict and severe justice. It might be said, "Surely
a child of God might justly be forsaken. He might so sin against God that it would only be
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just to leave him utterly to himself." Now, I am free to grant that a child of God might do
s0, no, that allthe children of God do do so and that God would be just if He acted upon the
stern principle of His Law to forsake His children as soon as ever they were converted, for
it is not long after their conversion that they sin! And that sin is a special kind of treason
against God. He would be just even if He cast them away! But what I desire to enforce is
this—that the promise is remarkable because it makes no kind of provision for this in any
sort of degree and under no imaginable circumstances! It does not say, "I will never leave
you, nor forsake you if—as certain brethren are prone to put it—"if—you do not forsake
Me." Nor does it say, "I will never leave you, nor forsake you if you do such-and-such and
such-and-such." It is an absolute promise without any perhapses, ifs, buts, conditions, or
promises! "I will never leave you, nor forsake you."

He that believes in Jesus shall never be so left of God as to fall finally from Grace! He
shall never be so deserted as to give up his God, for his God will never give him up so far as
to let him give up his confidence, or his hope, or his love, or his trust! The Lord, even our
God, holds us with His strong right hand and we shall not be moved! And even if we sin—
sweet thought!—"If any man sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
Righteous." Over the heads of all our sins and iniquities, this promise sounds like a sweet
silver bell, "I will never leave you, nor forsake you."

Now, there are some that would make licentiousness out of this and go into sin, but in
doing so they prove themselves not to be the children of God! They show at once that they
know nothing of the matter, for the genuine child of God, when he has a promise which is
unconditional, finds holiness in it. Being moved by gratitude, he needs no buts, ifs, conditions,
racks and scourges in order to do right. He is ruled by love, not by fear! He is governed by
a holy gratitude which becomes a stronger bond to sacred obedience than any other bond
that could be invented! Hence to the child of

God, the knowledge that God will not leave nor forsake him, never suggests the thought
of plunging into sin! He were an awful monster, indeed, if he did any such thing, but he
hates it and he says—

"Loved of my God, for Him again

With love intense I burn—

Chosen of Him ere time began

I choose Him in return."

Observe, then, how remarkable is the promise—so contrary to the manner of men, so
contrary to our own conduct and so absolute and unconditional, that it is, indeed, marvelous
that such a word should be on record. "I will never leave you, nor forsake you."

I cannot leave this part of the subject without remarking that such a promise as this
seems to me that it makes a clean sweep of every suggestion to the child of God to be de-
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pressed in mind. You tell me you do not feel, just now, as you did some time ago—you are
not anything like so earnest and lively in the Divine ways.

When a Believer is in this state, it is sometimes suggested to him that doubtless he is
not a Christian at all—and that he must go back altogether to Egypt in order to get Gospel
liberty. This is foolishness! But this promise comes in and says to him, "God has not left
you, nor forsaken you." Whatever may be your present state of thought and feeling, however
low you may have fallen, the Eternal God is still faithful! He has not forgotten you! Go to
Him now—ask for reviving and refreshing, for He will surely give them to you. Conscience
will, perhaps, say to some child of God tonight— indeed, I hope it will—"There has been
much today in business that has not been what it should have been, and as you look back
upon the day, you will see much to mourn over." And then, perhaps, conscience will add,
"Therefore God will leave you." Now, if you come to believe that, you will live worse tomorrow
than today! And the next day still worse! But if you can answer, "No, He has said, 'T will
never leave you, nor forsake you," and can go with child-like confidence to your God and
confess the sins of the day and begin again washing once more in the precious Fountain
filled with blood drawn from Emmanuel's veins, tomorrow there will be a better day! The
joy of the Lord will be your strength against the sin and your confidence in your Father's
Immutable Affection will inspire you with zeal to trample down your temptations! Perhaps
the devil may be injecting into your soul tonight all sorts of strange things—that God has
quite forsaken you and that He will be gracious no more to you and other lies of that kind.
But He has said, "I will never leave you, nor forsake you," and if you can get hold of this, it
will be a sufficient refutation of all the suggestions of your own fear and of the infernal
power! No, Satan! I will cast myself upon the precious blood of Jesus! And if God should
take all my property away, yet He has not left me, nor forsaken me! I am sure of that! And
if my spirit sinks so low that I dare not look up, yet still He has said He has not left me, and
He never will! If my sins should roll over me like a big billow and my conscience should cry
out against me—and I should feel no rest and no peace—yet still I will hold on to Jesus, sink
or swim, for He has said, "I will never leave you, nor forsake you." And let God be true and
every man and every devil— and even my own conscience—prove a liar sooner than God's
Word should for a moment be placed in doubt!

We now pass on to ponder upon—

II. THE REMARKABLE COMFORT CONTAINED IN THIS PROMISE.

See how it abounds! I note, first, its constancy. "I will never leave you, nor forsake you."
That is, not for a day, not for an hour, not for a minute! There are no breaks in the Divine
Love. God does not depart from His people to return to them, by-and-by, but He assures,
"I will never, no never, leave you." Perhaps that dear child of yours that is sick is soon to die.
Well, God will not leave you in the moment when she is taken from you. Possibly that dear
one who is now your comfort and delight, your husband, may get sick and it will be a terrible
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stroke for you to be visited with, but, "I will never leave you, not even for an instant! Then
in that trying time you shall prove the power and solace of My Presence."

Perhaps, businessman, that great commercial project, that great transaction of yours
may prove to be a losing one— that bill may be dishonored, you may come to bankruptcy
without any fault on your part but—"I will never leave you nor forsake you." Yes, you may
have to go to Australia and you may greatly dread the leaving your native land, but even
then, "I will never leave you, nor forsake you." It may be you may be so misrepresented as
to become suspected by those whom you love best and you may be even put out of the
Church of God without any fault but entirely through error. Well, but then, even then, "I
will never leave you, nor forsake you " not even for a minute! Oh, Brothers and Sisters, what
would be the consequences if the Lord left us for one quarter of an hour? I solemnly believe
that if God were to leave

His people even on their knees for twenty minutes, they would be brought to the deepest
Hell! But He will not leave them, even there! And if it were dangerous to leave them on their
knees alone, how much more so in the market or in business amidst enemies—seeking to
catch them in their speech and deed! But He will never for a moment leave His people nor
forsake them! He will be at all times, at all hours, at all seasons, in all days of emergency at
their right hand and they shall not be moved!

I notice in the promise, next to constancy, endurance. As there shall be no breaks in
God's love for His own, so there shall be no end to it. "I will never leave you, nor forsake
you." Yes it may not be desirable to live to extreme old age when infirmities may abound
and all strength may decay, but if you should reach it, "I will never leave you, nor forsake
you." It certainly is a painful thing—that last stroke to pass to the Throne of God—but, "I
will never leave you, nor forsake you." There shall never be a time when the Lord will cast
away one of His people! He shall never grow weary of them. He has espoused them unto
Himself—married them—taken them into eternal union with Himself! And let the ages re-
volve as they may and time change as it will, God will never leave or forsake His people!
Comfort yourselves, therefore, with the confidence of the endurance as well as the constancy
of this love!

We are most pleased, however, with the fullness of the promise. The text means, mani-
festly means, from its connection, a great deal more than it says. We are told not to be cov-
etous. Why? Why should we be covetous? God has said He will never leave us and if we
have Him, we possess all things1 Who has need to be covetous when all things are his and
God is his? We are told to be contented—not to seek to hoard up so much for the future—be-
cause God has provided for the future in the very promise, "I will never leave you, nor forsake
you." God guarantees to His servants that they shall have enough! Well, let that guarantee
prevent both covetousness and discontent! How shall this promise apply to temporal things?
"I will never leave you, nor forsake you " does not look, at first sight, as if it had anything to
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do with our ordinary expenses. But according to the text it has, for we are told not to be
covetous, but to be content with such things as we have. So then, the text applies to the or-
dinary workingman, to the merchant, to every Christian even in his money matters as well
as in his soul matters! "I will not leave you, even in these." He that does not let a sparrow
fall to the ground without His permission, will not let His children want! If they should, for
a little time, be in need, that shall work their lasting good—they shall dwell in the land and
verily they shall be fed! The fullness that lies in the promise is perfectly unbounded. When
God says He will be with His servants, He means this, "My wisdom shall be with them to
guide them. My love shall be with them to cheer them. My Spirit shall be with them to
sanctify them. My power shall be with them to defend them. My everlasting might shall be
put forth on their behalf so that they may not fail nor be discouraged.” To have God with
you were better than to have an army of ten thousand men! And a host of friends were not
equal to that one name—the name of Jehovah—for He is a host in Himself!l When God is
with a man, He is not there asleep, negligent, indifferent—regardless in his time of suffer-
ing—but He is there intensely sympathizing, bearing the trouble, helping and sustaining
the sufferer and, in due time—His own good time—delivering him in triumph! Oh, precious
word of heartening promise! Plunge into it, for it is a sea without a bottom! "I will never
leave you, nor forsake you."

Better still, perhaps, in the promise is the certain truth of it. "I will never leave you, nor
forsake you " has been proven by God's saints in all the ages that are past. Turn to the pages
of your Bibles and see if ever a man was ashamed that put his trust in Christ! See if he that
wrestled with the invisible God was ever confounded. Has not the Lord stayed with His
people at all hazards—broken the necks of kings and scattered empires like chaft before the
wind sooner than that one of His faithful ones should come to ruin?

It has been so even in your own experience. You, too, have found the text to be true.
You have gone through fire and through water, but He has never left you nor forsaken you!
Your vessel scarcely had enough water to stay off the bottom, but though she had almost
grated on the gravel, yet she has kept afloat and though, perhaps, you have been wrecked,
yet you have come safely to shore. You have lost much, you say, but you have been a gainer
by your loss and where you are today you are by eternal mercy and Covenant Grace—and
you could not well be in a better position than God has put you Goodness and mercy have
followed you all the days of your life up till now and you are obliged to confess it and to
say—

"Streams of mercy never ceasing Call for songs of loudest praise."

So fear not, now that at this particular season God is about to alter His previous dispens-
ation! Out with them, poor Little-Faith! Away with your doubts! Put away those black sus-
picions! He is a God that changes not and, having helped you until now, He will help you
even to the end! Why how true this must be! "I will never leave you, nor forsake you." How
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can God forsake that which has cost Him so much already? He has given His Son's blood
to redeem us and His Spirit's power to renew us—and if He were to leave undone the work
which He has begun—why a tower has been commenced and He has not been able to finish
it! A man who has spent much money upon one enterprise will spend yet more to finish it
because of what he has already spent. Now God will not lose the work of Christ and the
precious blood of His Son—having begun, He will certainly carry on even to the end! Besides
this—God cannot leave His people because He calls them His children—and how could He
leave His child? "Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion
on the son of her womb? Yes, she may forget, yet will I not forget you." Even when the son
has dishonored his father's name and lost his own character, that father's love still holds on
and still follows that child with tears of sorrow, but still with faithfulness and truth. And
God will not cast away His own begotten sons whom He has begotten again unto a living
hope by the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead! Beloved, Christ is married to His
people and, therefore, how can He leave them? He says, "As a young man rejoices over his
bride, so shall your God rejoice over you." And will He leave them to whom He is knit by
so near and dear, so tender and affectionate a union? It cannot be! "I will never leave you,
nor forsake you." Now, if He did leave His people, what would it be? It would be giving up
the whole quarrel between Himself and Satan! It is in His people's hearts that the great battle
is being fought out between good and evil. To give them up would be to give up the battle-
ground to His great enemy—and what laughter there would be in the vaults of Hell! What
mockery in the halls of Pandemonium if it could be said, "God has forsaken His people!
Given up His elect! Suffered His redeemed to perish! Cast away His regenerate and forsaken
the souls that trusted Him!" The very thought of it is blasphemy! Far, far from us, let us put
it away. "I will never leave you, nor forsake you."

I cannot enlarge further upon the promise and need not do so because it opens up itself,
or rather God the Holy Spirit will open it up to you if you sit awhile in your chamber and
meditate upon it. I do not know of a richer text or one more full of consolation. It is a long
skein of the Truth of God—unwind it. It is a precious granary as full as Joseph crammed
the granaries of Egypt! Open the door and feed to the fullest—there will be no fear of your
ever exhausting it! "For He has said, I will never leave you, nor forsake you."

Now the third thing to be noticed concerning this promise is—

III. THE REMARKABLE EFFECTS THAT SUCH A PROMISE SHOULD PRODUCE.

Surely the first blessed fruit of such a glorious promise should be perfect contentment.
It is said to be hard to be content. I have the pleasure of knowing some Brothers and Sisters
who I am sure are perfectly content. They even say so and I think without the slightest
mental reservation that they have not an unfulfilled wish or desire so far as this world goes.
They have all that heart could wish. And yet these are not the richest people in the world
and they are not persons who are much to be envied for their mere external circum-
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stances—yet they are perfectly content. The fact is that the Grace of God makes the people
of God to sing sweetly where other people would murmur! They are satisfied where others
would find easy ground for discontent. But how easy it is—how easy it must be for a man
to be content when he knows that God has promised to be with him in all circumstances
and at all times! Surely if anything could be a kind of conservatory—a hot-house in which
to grow the delicate plant of contentment to perfection—it must be this full belief that high
or low, rich or poor, well or sick, God has said, "I will never leave, nor forsake you." Surely
it was this that made Bunyan's Pilgrim sing in the Valley of Humiliation—

"He that is down need fear no fall.

He that is low no pride—

He that is humble ever shall

Have God to be his guide."

Christian did thereby say that he was content whether he had little or much, and that
he left everything in his lot to his God. Oh, get then, my Friends, my text fully into your
souls and keep it there as marrow and fatness—and you will be content!

Well, then, in the next place, it will cure your covetousness. A man does not need to go
on scraping and to use that muck-rake forever when he knows, "I will never leave you, nor
forsake you." It was not a bad argument which one usedwith Alexander when he said to
him, "When are you going to enjoy yourself fully?" Alexander did not answer the question
but the philosopher said, "What are you going to do next?" "First we shall conquer Greece."
"Yes, and then will you rest?" "No, we shall then attack Asia Minor." "And when you have

"non

conquered that, I suppose you will rest?" "No, we shall then take Persia." "And when you

"nun

have overcome Persia, what then?" "We shall march to India." "And when you have taken
India, what then?" "Why, then we shall sit down and make ourselves merry." "Well " said
the philosopher, "I think we had better begin before we go to Greece, or Persia, or Asia
Minor, or any of them." And truly so it were as well for us to be content with that moderate
income which God gives us. Let us enjoy what God bestows upon us now in gratitude to
Him and give ourselves up to His service lest, perhaps, in seeking more, we become spiritually
poorer while literally richer—and become less content with the great load on our back than
we have today, when we have enough and no more. It is a sweet quietus to covetousness
when God says, "I will never leave you, nor forsake you."

And, Beloved, what a promise this is to make a man confident in his God. In his works,
in his sufferings, in his enterprises—what a stay of soul is here!

I know what it is to fall back upon this promise, sometimes, to keep from depression of
spirit and to find reviving in it. Perhaps you may suppose that those of us who are always
before the public and are speaking concerning the blessed promises of God, never have any
moments of downcasting and never any times of heart-breaking, but you are quite mistaken!
We may have passed through all this, perhaps, that we may know how to say a word in
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season to any who are now passing through similar experiences. With many enterprises
upon my hands, far too great for my own unaided strength, I am often driven to fall flat
upon the promise of my God, "I will never leave you, nor forsake you." If I feel that any
scheme has been of my own devising and that I seek my own honor in it, I know it must
come to the ground and rightly so! But when I can prove that God has thrust it upon me
and that I am moved by a Divine impulse and not by my own monitions and wishes, then
how can my God forsake me? How can He lie, however weak I may be? How is it possible
for Him to send His servant out to battle and not succor him with reinforcements in the
day when the battle goes bad? God is not David when he put Uriah in the front and then
left him that he might die. He will never put any of His servants forward and then desert
them! Dear Brothers and Sisters, if the Lord shall call some of you even to things you cannot
do, He will give you strength enough to do them! And if He should push you still forward
till your difficulties increase and your burdens become heavy as your days, your strength
shall be and you shall go on with the tramp of soldiers with the indomitable spirit of men
who have tried and trusted the naked arm of the Eternal God! "I will never leave you, nor
forsake you." Then what does it matter? Though all the world were against you, you could
shake all the world as Samson shook the lion and tore him as a kid! If God is for you, who
can be against you? Though earth and Hell and all their crew come against you and should
combine together, yet if the God of Jacob stood at your back, you would thresh them as
though they were but wheat and winnow them as though they were but chaff—and the wind
would carry them away! Oh, roll this promise under your tongue as a sweet morsel!

How I wish that it belonged to you all! Oh, that everyone of you had a share in it! But
some of you, alas, have never fled to Jesus. Oh that you would do so! Whoever trusts Him
for pardon by His atoning Sacrifice is saved! To look to the Great Substitute and depend
upon Him for salvation—this gives salvation—and then come the promises that belong to
the saved!

The Lord in His infinite mercy bless you for Jesus' sake. Amen.
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Soul-threshing

(No. 3388)

A SERMON PUBLISHED ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 1914.

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

"For the black cummin are not threshed with a threshing instrument, neither is a
cartwheel turned about upon the cummin, but the black cummin are beaten out with a stick
and the cummin with a rod. Bread flour must be ground; therefore he does not thresh it
forever, nor break it with his cartwheel, nor bruise it with his horsemen." Isaiah 28:27,28.

The art of farming was taught to man by God. He would have starved while he was
discovering it, so the Lord, when He sent him out of the Garden of Eden, gave him a measure
of elementary instruction in agriculture, even as the Prophet puts it, "His God did instruct
him to discretion and did teach him." God has taught man to plow, to break the clods, to
sow the different kinds of grain and to thresh out the different orders of seeds.

The Eastern farmer could not thresh by machinery as we do, but still, he was ingenious
and discreet in that operation. Sometimes a heavy instrument was dragged over the corn to
tear out the grain. This is what is intended in the first clause by the "threshing instrument,"
as also in that passage, "I have made you a sharp threshing instrument having teeth." When
the corn-drag was not used, they often turned the heavy solid wheel of a country cart over
the straw. This is alluded to in the next sentence—"Neither is a cart wheel turned about
upon the cummin." They also had flails not very unlike our own, and then for still smaller
seeds, such as dill and cummin, they used a simple staff or a slender switch. "The black
cummin are beaten out with a stick and the cuammin with a rod."

This is not the time or place to give a dissertation upon threshing. We find every inform-
ation upon that subject in proper books, but the meaning of the illustration is this—that as
God has taught farmers to distinguish between different kinds of grain in the threshing, so
does He, in His Infinite Wisdom, deal discreetly with different sorts of men. He does not
try us all alike, seeing we are differently constituted. He does not pass us all through the
same agony of convic-tion—we are not all, to the same extent, threshed with terrors. He
does not give us all to endure the same family or bodily affliction. One escapes with only
being beaten with a rod, while another feels as it were the feet of horses in his heavy tribula-
tions!

Our subject is just this. Threshing. All kinds of seeds need it. All sorts of men need it
Secondly, the threshing is done with discretion. And thirdly, the threshing will not last
forever, for so the second verse of the text says, "Bread flour must be ground and, therefore,
he does not thresh it forever, nor break it with the his cartwheel, nor bruise it with his
horsemen." First then—
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I. WE ALL NEED THRESHING.

Some have a foolish conceit of themselves that they have no sin—but they deceive
themselves and the Truth of God is not in them. The best of men are men at the best and,
being men, they are not perfect but are still compassed about with infirmity. What is the
object of threshing the grain? Is it not to separate it from the straw and the chaff?

About the best of men there is still a measure of chaff. All is not grain that lies upon the
threshing floor. All is not grain even in those golden sheaves which have so joyfully been
brought into our garner. Even the wheat is joined to the straw which was necessary to it at
one time. About the kernel of the wheat, the husk is wrapped and this still clings to it even
when it lies upon the threshing floor. About the holiest of men there is something superfluous,
something which must be removed. We either sin by omission or by trespass. Either in
spirit, or motive, or lack of zeal, or want of discretion we are faulty. If we escape one error,
we usually glide into its opposite. If before an action we are right, we err in the doing of
it—or if not, we become proud after it is over. If sin is shut out at the front door, it tries the
back gate, orclimbs in at the window, or comes down the chimney. Those who cannot per-
ceive it in themselves are frequently blinded by its smoke. They are so thoroughly in the
water that they do not know that is rains. So far as my own observation goes, I have found
no man whom the old divines would have called perfectly perfect—the absolutely all-round
man is a being whom I expect to see in Heaven, but not in this poor fallen world! We all
need such cleansing and purging as the threshing floor is intended to work for us.

Now, threshing is useful in loosening the connection between the good corn and the
husk Of course, if it would slip out easily from its husk, the corn would only need to be
shaken. There would be no necessity for a staff or a rod, much less for the feet of horses or
the wheel of a cart to separate it. But there's the rub—our soul not only lies in the dust, but
"cleaves" to it. There is a fearful intimacy between fallen human nature and the evil which
is in the world—and this compact is not soon broken. In our hearts we hate every false way
and yet we sorrowfully confess, "When I would do good, evil is present with me." Sometimes
when our spirit cries out most ardently after God, a holy will is present with us, but how to
perform that which is good we find not! Flesh and blood have tendencies and weaknesses
which if not sinful in themselves, yet run in that direction. Appetites need but slight excite-
ment to germinate into lusts. It is not easy for us to forget our own kindred and our father's
house even when the king does most greatly desire our beauty. Our alien nature remembers
Egypt and the flesh-pots while yet the manna is in our mouths! We were all born in the
house of evil and some of us were nursed upon the lap of iniquity so that our first compan-
ionships were among the heirs of wrath! That which was bred in the bone is hard to get out
of the flesh. Threshing is used to loosen our hold of earthly things and break us away from
evil. This needs a Divine hand and nothing but the Grace of God can make the threshing
effectual. Something is done by threshing when the soul ceases to be bound up with its sin
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and sin is no longer pleasurable or satisfactory. Still, as the work of threshing is never done
till the corn is separated together from the husk, so chastening and discipline have never
accomplished their design till God's people give up every form of evil and abhor all iniquity.
When we shake right out of the straw and have nothing further to do with sin, then the flail
will lie quiet. It has taken a good deal of threshing to bring some of us anywhere near that
mark! And I'am afraid many more heavy blows will be struck before we shall reach the total
separation! From a certain sort of sins we are very easily separated by the Grace of God early
in our spiritual life, but when those are gone, another layer of evils comes into sight and the
work has to be repeated. The complete removal of our connection with sin is a work demand-
ing the Divine skill and power of the Holy Spirit and by Him only will it be accomplished.

Threshing becomes necessary for the sake of our usefulness, for the wheat must come
out of the husk to be of service. We can only honor God and bless men by being holy,
harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners. O corn of the Lord's threshing floor, you
must be beaten and bruised, or perish as a worthless heap! Eminent usefulness usually ne-
cessitates eminent affliction.

Unless thus severed from sin, we cannot be gathered into the garner. God's pure wheat
must not be defiled by an admixture of chaff. There shall in no wise enter into Heaven
anything that defiles, therefore every sort of imperfection must come away from us by some
means or other before we can enter into the state of eternal blessedness and perfection. Yes,
even here we cannot have true fellowship with the Father unless we are daily delivered from
sin.

Perhaps some of us today are lying up on the threshing floor suffering from the blows
of chastisement. What then? Why, let us rejoice therein, for this testifies to our value in the
sight of God. If the wheat were to cry out and say, "The great drag has gone over me and,
therefore, the farmer has no care for me, " we should instantly reply, "The farmer does not
pass the corn-drag over the darner or the nettles—it is only over the precious wheat that he
turns his cartwheel or the feet of his oxen. Because he esteems the wheat, therefore he deals
sternly with it and spares it not." Judge not, O Believer, that God hates you because He afflicts
you! But interpret truly and see that He honors you by every stroke which He lays upon
you. Thus says the Lord, "You only have I known of all the nations of the earth, therefore I
will punish you for all your iniquities.” Because a full Atonement has been made by the Lord
Jesus for all His people's sins, therefore He will not punish us as a judge—but because we
are His dear children—therefore He will chastise us as a father! In love He corrects His own
children that He may perfect them in His own image and make them partakers of His holi-
ness. Is it not written, "I will bring them under the rod of the Covenant"? Has He not said,
"I have refined you, but not with silver. I have chosen you in the furnace of affliction"?
Therefore do not judge according to the sight of the eyes or the feeling ofthe flesh, but judge
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according to faith—and understand that as threshing is a testimony to the value of the wheat,
so affliction is a token of God's delight in His people!

Remember, however, that as threshing is a sign of the impurity of the wheat, so is afflic-
tion an indication of the present imperfection of the Christian. If you were no more connected
with evil, you would be no more corrected with sorrow. The sound of a flail is never heard
in Heaven, for it is not the threshing floor of the imperfect, but the garner of the completely
sanctified. The threshing instrument is, therefore, a humbling token and, as long as we feel
it, we should humble ourselves under the hand of God, for it is clear that we are not yet free
from the straw and the chaff of fallen nature.

On the other hand, the threshing instrument is a prophecy of our future perfection. We
are undergoing from the hand of God a discipline which will not fail—we shall, by His
prudence and wisdom, be delivered from the husk of sin. We are feeling the blows of the
staff, but we are being effectually separated from the evil which has so long surrounded us
and, for certain we shall one day be pure and perfect! Every tendency to sin shall be beaten
off. "Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child, but the rod of correction shall drive it far
from him." If we, being evil, yet succeed with our children by our poor, imperfect chastening,
how much more shall the Father of Spirits cause us to live unto Himself by His holy discip-
line? If the corn could know the necessary uses of the flail, it would invite the thresher to
his work! And since we know whereunto tribulation tends, let us glory in it and yield
ourselves with cheerfulness to its processes! We need threshing—the threshing proves our
value in God's sight! And while it marks our imperfection, it secures our ultimate cleansing!
In the next place I would remark that—

II. GOD'S THRESHING IS DONE WITH GREAT DISCRETION, "for the black cummin
are not threshed with a threshing instrument." The poor little black cummin, a kind of small
seed used for flavoring cakes, were not crushed out with a heavy drag, for by such rough
usage they would have been broken up and spoiled. "Neither is a cartwheel turned about
upon the cummin." This little seed, perhaps the caraway, would have been ground by so
great a weight—it would have been preposterous to treat it in that rough manner! The black
cummin were soon removed from the stalks by being "beaten out with a staff." And the
cummin needed nothing but a touch of a rod. For tender seeds, the farmer uses gentle means,
but for the hardier grains he reserves the sterner processes. Let us think of this as it conveys
a valuable spiritual lesson.

Reflect, my Brothers and Sisters, that your threshing and mine are in God's hands. Our
chastening is not left to servants. much less to enemies—"we're chastened by the Lord!" The
Great Farmer, Himself, personally bids the laborers do this and that, for they know not the
time or the way except as Divine Wisdom shall direct—they would turn the wheel upon the
cummin, or attempt to thresh wheat with a stick! I have seen God's servants trying both
these follies—they have crushed the weak and tender and they have dealt with partiality and
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softness with those who needed to be sternly rebuked! How roughly some ministers, some
Elders, some good men and women will go to work with timid, tender souls! Yet we need
not fear that they will destroy the true-hearted, for however much they may vex them, the
Lord will not leave His chosen in their hands, but will overrule their mistaken severity and
preserve His own from being destroyed thereby! How glad I am of this, for there are many,
nowadays, who would grind the tender ones to powder if they could!

As the Lord has not left us in the power of man, so also He has not left us in the power
of the devil. Satan may sift us as wheat, but he shall not thresh us as black cummin. He may
blow away the chaff from us even with his foul breath, but he shall not have the management
of the Lord's corn—"the Lord preserves the righteous." Not a stroke in Providence is left to
chance—the Lord ordains it and arranges the time, the force and the place of it. The Divine
Decree leaves nothing uncertain! The jurisdiction of supreme love occupies itself with the
smallest events of our daily lives! Whether we bear the teeth of the corn-drag, or men ride
over our heads, or we endure the gentler touches of the Divine hand—everything is by ap-
pointment and the appointment is fixed by Infallible Wisdom! Let this be a mine of comfort
to the afflicted.

Next, remark that the instruments used for our threshing are also chosen by the Great
Farmer The Eastern farmer, according to the text, has several instruments—and so has our
God. No form of threshing is pleasant to the seed which bears it. Indeed, each one seems to
the sufferer to be peculiarly objectionable. We say, "I think I could bear anything but this
sad trouble." We cry, "It was not an enemy! Then I could have borne it, " and so on. Perhaps
the tender cummin foolishly fancies that the horse hoofs would be a less terrible ordeal than
the rod—and the black cuammin might even prefer the wheel to the staff—but happily the
matter is left to the choice of One who judges unerringly! What do you know about it, poor
sufferer? How can you judge of what is good for you? "Ah," cries a mother, "I would not
mind poverty, but to lose my darling child is too terrible!" Another laments, "I could have
parted with all my wealth, but to be slandered cuts me to the quick.” There is no pleasing
us in the matter of chastisement. When I was at school with my uncle, for master, it often
happened that he would send me out to find a cane for him. It was not a very pleasant task
and I noticed that I never once succeeded in selecting a stick which was liked by the boy
who had to feel it! Either it was too thin or too stout and, in consequence, I was threatened
by the sufferers with punishment if I did not do better next time! I learned from that exper-
ience never to expect God's children to like the particular rod with which they are chastened.
You smile at my simile but you may also smile at yourself when you find yourself crying,
"Any trouble but this, Lord! Any affliction but this!" How idle it is to expect a pleasant trial,
for it would then be no trial at all! Almost every really useful medicine is unpleasant. Almost
all effectual surgery is painful. No trial for the present seems to be joyous, but grievous, yet
it is the right trial and, none the less right because it is bitter!
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Notice, too, that God not only selects the instruments, but He chooses the place.
Farmers in the East have large threshing floors upon which they throw the sheaves of corn
or barley—and upon these they turn horses and drags—but near the house door I have often
noticed in Italy a much smaller circle of hardened clay or cement—and here I have seen the
peasants beating out their garden seeds in a more careful manner than would naturally be
used towards the greater heaps upon the larger area. Some saints are not afflicted in the
common affairs of life, but they have peculiar sorrow in their innermost spirits. They are
beaten on the smaller and more private threshing floor, but the process is none the less ef-
fectual. How foolish are we when we rebel against our Lord's appointment and speak as if
we had a right to choose our own afflictions! "Should it be according to your mind?" Should
a child select the rod? Should the grain appoint its own thresher? Are not these things to be
left to a higher wisdom? Some complain of the time of their trial—it is hard to be crippled
in youth or to be poor in age or to be widowed when your children are young. Yet in all this
there is wisdom! A part of the skill of the physician may lie not only in writing a prescription
but in arranging the hours at which the medicine shall be taken. One draught may be most
useful in the morning and another may be more beneficial in the evening— and so the Lord
knows when it is best for us to drink of the cup which He has prepared for us. I know a dear
child of God who is enduring a severe trial in his old age and I would gladly screen him
from it because of his feebleness, but our heavenly Father knows best and there we must
leave it. The instrument of the threshing, the place, the measure, the time, the end are all
appointed by Infallible Love!

It is interesting to notice in the text the limit of this threshing. The farmer is zealous to
beat out the seed, but he is careful not to break it in pieces by too severe a process. His wheel
is not to grind, but to thresh. The horses' feet are not to break, but to separate. He intends
to get the cummin out of its husk, but he will not turn a heavy drag upon it utterly to smash
it up and destroy it. In the same way the Lord has a measure in all His chastening. Courage,
tried Friend, you shall be afflicted as you need, but not as you deserve! Tribulation shall
come as you are able to bear it. As is the strength, such shall the affliction be—the wheat
may feel the wheel, but the black cummin shall bear nothing heavier than a staff. No saint
shall be tempted beyond the proper measure—and the limit is fixed by a tenderness which
never deals a needless stroke!

It is very easy to talk like this in cool blood, but quite another thing to remember it when
the flail is hammering you! Yet I have personally realized this Truth upon the bed of pain
and in the furnace of mental distress. I thank God at every remembrance of my afflictions.
I did not doubt His wisdom, then, nor have I had any reason to question it since. Our Great
Farmer understands how to divide us from the husk and He goes about His work in a way
for which He deserves to be adored forever!

It is a pleasant thought that God's limit is one beyond which trials never go—
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"If trials six are fixed for men They shall not suffer seven. If God appoints afflictions ten
They never can be eleven.”

The old Law ordained forty stripes save one, and in all our scourges there always comes
in that, "save one." When the Lord multiplies our sorrows up to a hundred, it is because 99
failed to effect His purpose, but all the powers of earth and Hell cannot give us one blow
above the settled number! We shall never endure a superfluity of threshing. The Lordnever
sports with the feelings of His saints. "He does not afflict willingly " and so we may be sure
He never gives an unnecessary blow.

The wisdom of the farmer in limiting his threshing is far exceeded in the wisdom of
God by which He sets a limit to our griefs. Some escape with little trouble and, perhaps, it
is because they are frail and sensitive. The little garden seeds must not be beaten too heavily
lest they be injured—those saints who bear about with them a delicate body must not be
roughly handled nor shall they be. Possibly they also have a feeble mind and that which
others would laugh at would be death to them—they shall be kept as the apple of the eye!

If you are free from tribulation, never ask for it! That would be a great folly. I met with
a Brother a little while ago who said that he was much perplexed because he had no trouble.
I said, "Do not worry about that, but be happy while you may." Only a very strange child
would beg to be flogged! Certain sweet and shining saints are of such a gentle spirit that the
Lord does not expose them to the same treatment as He metes out to others—they do not
need it and they could not bear it—why should they wish for it?

Others, again, are very heavily pressed, but what of that if they are a superior grain—a
seed of larger usefulness intended for higher purposes? Let not such regret that they have
to endure a heavier threshing since their use is greater. It is the bread corn that must go
under the feet of the horseman and must feel the wheel of the cart—and so the most useful
have to pass through the sternest processes. There is not one among us but what would say,
"I could wish that I were Martin Luther, or that I could play as noble a part as he did." Yes,
but in addition to the outward perils of his life, the inward experiences of that remarkable
man were such as none of us would wish to feel! He was frequently tormented with Satanic
temptations and driven to the verge of despair. At one hour he rode the whirlwind and the
storm, master of all the world, and then after days of fighting with the pope and the devil,
he would go home to his bed and lie there broken-down and trembling! You see God's
heroes only in the pulpit or in other public places—you know not what they are before God
in secret. You do not know their inner life, otherwise you might discover that the bread
corn is bruised and that those who are most useful in comforting others have to endure
frequent sorrow, themselves! Envy no man, for you do not know how he may have to be
threshed to make him right and keep him so.

Brothers and Sisters, we see that our God uses discretion in the chastisement of His
people! Let us use a loving prudence when we have to deal with others in that way. Be gentle
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as well as firm with your children and if you have to rebuke your Brother or Sister in Christ,
do it very tenderly. Do not drive your horses over the tender seed. Recollect that the cummin
is beaten out with a stick and not crushed out with a wheel. Take a very light rod. Perhaps
it would be as well if you had no rod at all, but left that work to wiser hands. Go and sow
and leave your Elders to thresh!

Next, let us firmly believe in God's discretion and be sure that He is doing the right
thing by us. Let us not be anxious to be screened from affliction. When we ask that the cup
may pass from us, let it be with a, "nevertheless not as I will." Best of all, let us freely part
with our chaff. The likeliest way to escape the flail is to separate from the husk as quickly as
possible. "Come you out from among them." Separate yourselves from sin and sinners, from
the world and worldliness—and the process of threshing will all the sooner be completed!
God make us wise in this matter! A word or two is all we can afford upon the third head,
which is—

III. THE THRESHING WILL NOT LAST FOREVER.

The threshing will not last all our days even here—"Bread flour must be ground, but
He will not always be threshing it." Oh, no! "For a small moment have I forsaken you, but

"non

with great mercies will I gather you." "He will not always chide, neither will He keep His

"o

anger forever." "Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning." Rejoice,
you daughters of sorrow! Be comforted, you sons of griefl Have hope in God, for you shall
yet praise Him who is the health of your countenance! The rain does not always fall, nor
will the clouds always return. Sorrow and sighing shall flee away. Threshing is not an oper-
ation which the corn requires all the year round—for the most part the flail is idle. Bless the
Lord O my Soul! The Lord will yet bring home His banished ones.

Above all, tribulation will not last forever, for we shall soon be gone to another and
better world. We shall soon be carried to the land where there are neither threshing floors
nor corn-drags. I sometimes think I hear the herald calling me. His trumpet sounds, "Up
and away! Boot and saddle! Up and away! Leave the camp and the battle and return in tri-
umph.” The night is far spent with some of you, but the morning comes. The daylight breaks
above yon hills. The day is coming—the day that shall go no more down forever! Come eat
your bread with joy and march onward with a merry heart, for the land which flows with
milk and honey is but a little distance before you. Until the day breaks and the shadows flee
away, abide the Great Farmer's will, and may the Lord glorify Himself in you. Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:

PSALM 90; 119:21-32. "The prayer of Moses, the man of God."

I think this Psalm has been very much misunderstood because the title has been forgotten.
It is not a Psalm for us in its entirety—it cannot be read by the Christian and taken as it
stands. It is a Psalm of Moses as far as Moses can get. It goes a long way, but there was a
Joshua that lead the people into the promised land—and there is a Jesus who has "brought
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life and immortality to light by the Gospel." That light shines through the gloomy haze of
this dark Psalm. Please remember that Moses was a man peculiarly tried. We have never
duly given weight to the afflictions of Moses. All the people that he brought out of Egypt,
with two exceptions, died. And he saw most of them die—himself having the sentence of
death in himself that he, like the rest, must not cross into the Land of Promise. So that with
two millions or more of people round about him, that forty years he stood in the Valley of
the Shadow of Death—and with all the mercies that surrounded him, yet still he must have
had continual sorrow of heart—all his old friends and companions passing away, one by
one. It is a brave Psalm if you read it in that light—it is a grand specimen of heroic faith!

Verse 1. Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. All Your saints abide
in You. Your fiery cloudy pillar covers and protects us.

2. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and the
world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God. Oh, that is grand to feel that there
is something stable—there is a Rock that never crumbles—God from everlasting to everlasting
the same! As for us, what are we?

3. You turn man to destruction and say, Return you children of men. A breath gave
them life—a word makes themdie.

4-6. For a thousand years in Your sight are but as yesterday when it ispast and as a watch
in the night. You carry them away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: in the morning they
are like grass which grows up. In the morning it flourishes and grows up. In the evening it
is cut down and withers. We have seen this over and over again, as we shall see it yet again
this year in the flourishing and the cutting down of the grass. But we forget it for ourselves.
Too often we forget it for our companions—we think that they are immortal where all are
mortal. Let us correct our estimate that we may somewhat correct our sorrows.

7. For we are consumed by Your anger and by Your wrath are we troublet. Which was
true of that generation. They died because of God's anger, but we bless God—as many of
us as have believed in Christ Jesus are not under the Divine anger—it is taken away. When
it does fall upon us, it is as a father is angry with his children. It troubles and consumes us,
but blessed be God, we usually walk in the light of His Countenance and joy and rejoice
therein. Let us value His mercy as we see the misery of His wrath!

8. You have set our iniquities before You, our secret sins in the light of Your Counten-
ance. That is true of you that know not God! Your sins are always before His face, but it is
not true of Believers. You have cast all their sins behind Your back. God has forgotten the
sins of His chosen according to His own promise, "Their sins and their iniquities will I re-
member no more forever." O blessed Gospel! Moses cannot reach to that.

9. For all our days are passed away in Your wrath: we spend our years as a tale that is
told. "For all our days are passed away in Your wrath.” So it was with those that were round
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about Moses, but our days are passed in God's goodness! They shall pass away in Infinite
Love! "We spend our years as a tale that is told."

10. The days of our years are three-score years and ten; and if by reason of strength they
are fourscore years, yet is their strength labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut off and we fly
awaj. Speaking of the mass of men, this is all that can be said of them. But as for the godly,
where do they fly? They fly into His bosom who has loved them with an everlasting love!
What is death but an open cage to bid us fly and build our happy nests on high? Blessed be
God that we do fly away! Have not we often wished for it and said, "O that I had the wings
of a dove that I might fly away and be at rest"—that will come, by-and-by!

11. Who knows the power of Your anger? Even according to Your fear, so is Your wratt.
As He is greatly to be reverenced, so is He greatly to be feared. But the Lord has said of His
people, "As I have sworn that the waters of Noah shall no more cover the earth, so have I
sworn that I would not be angry with you, nor rebuke you." Blessed be His name.

12-14. So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.
Return, O LORD, how long? And let it repent You concerning Your servants. O satisfy us
early with Your mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. Poor Israel was greatly
afflicted. Those deaths in the wilderness made her a perpetual mourner! But Moses asks
that God will return to His people cheer and encourage them and let the few days they have
to live be bright with His Presence.

15-17. Make us glad according to the days wherein You have afflicted us and the years
wherein we have seen evil. Let Your work appear unto Your servants and Your Glory unto
their children. And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us: andestablish You the
work ofourhands upon us;yes the work ofourhands establish it

PSALM 119:21-32.

21.You have rebuked the proud that are cursed, which do err from Your commandments.
Wherever there is pride in the heart, there is sure to be error in the life. A proud man is
wrong to begin with and as long as he continues proud, he must be wrong. It is not possible
for him to be right. God has rebuked him and God has cursed him. How wise it would be
of him to be humble! Remember we shall have either to be humble or to be humbled—and
it is much better to be humble than to have to come under the humbling dispensations of
God's hand!

22. Remove from me reproach and contempt: for I have kept Your testimonies. O Lord,
do not suffer men to believe lies and slanders against me, or if they do, let my conscience
sustain my courage by the consciousness that I have kept Your testimonies.

23. Princes also did sit and speak against me. Had they nothing else to do but talk against
God's servants? No, they sat down to do it with deliberation. "Princes also did sit and speak
against me."
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23. But Your servant did—"Go to law with them?" No, not so here. "But your servant
got in the face and defended himself?" No, no! Look, you will not read those words. But,
"Your servant was brokenhearted about it to have the great men of the earth speaking against
him?" No, it is not so either. "But your servant did"—

23. Meditate in Your statutes. Is not that a very blessed and admirable way of enduring
slander—simply to take your Bible and read a little more than usual? You will cure it so.

24. Your testimonies also are my delight and my counselors. Because I love them and
delight in them. I submit my life to their guidance. I go to Your Book to ask what I shall do.
I consult it as the Oracle of God. I take my doubts and difficulties and dilemmas there and
I find that they are all met. "Your testimonies are my delight and my counselors."

25. My soul cleaves unto the dust: quicken You me according to Your Wore. Ah, there
is a note of sadness here. The Psalmist complains of himself. He found himself very sorrowful
and he could not get out of the sorrow. Or he found himself very full of business cares and
he could not get rid of them."My soul cleaves to the dust"—as though it was stuck to the
dust and the dust to it and could not rise. Then how sweet the prayer, "Quicken You me."
"Did You not first make me of dust and will You not, at the last, quicken my mortal body
out of the dust? Then, now, my Lord, quicken You me according to Your Word." See, here
is an evil complained of. He finds himself cleaving to the dust. Here is a remedy sought,
"Quicken Youme." And here is an argument pleaded with God—"according to Your Word."
There is a promise for it. Lord, fulfill Your Word!

26. I have declared my ways and You heard me: teach me Your statutes. A confession
had been made—"I have declared my ways." That confession had been accepted—"You

heard me." Then a petition is offered—"Teach me Your statutes." "You see that I confess
how wrong I was. Now give me Grace that I may not go wrong again." May that be our
spirit always!

27.28. Make me to understand the way of Your precepts: so shall I talk of Your wondrous
works. My soul melts for heaviness: strengthen You me according unto Your Wore. "I am
poured out like water " says the Savior. "My heart is like wax. It is melted." It is the greatness
of pain, the greatness of fear, the greatness of sorrow, till He seems to melt away in the fire
like wax. "For heaviness " says He, "my soul melts. Then strengthen You, Me." Oh it is so
sweet to turn to

God when your soul is burdened—to look to Him and say—not, "deliver me." Observe
that—the child of God is not so anxious to get rid of trouble as he is to know how to behave
worthily under it! "Strengthen You, me, according to Your Word." How he harps on that,
"according to Your Word." The child of God does not expect God to do otherwise than He
has promised to do. And he is quite content if the Lord will act according to His Word, for
well does our poet put it—
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"What more can He say than to you He has said— You who unto Jesus for refuge have
fled?'

In this book dear Brothers and Sisters, whatever your trouble, there is a promise to meet
it! If you lose a key and you send for the locksmith, as a general rule, somewhere in that
bunch of keys, he has a key that will fit your lock. And so here is a bunch of keys and there
is akey, here, that will exactly fit the lock of your trouble whatever it may be for God foresaw
the circumstances of all His people and prepared a promise for every circumstance!

29. Remove from me the way of lying: and grant me Your Law graciously. "Take away
the evil, give me the good." "The way of lying." Oh it is a dreadful thing to get into that!
There are some that have a way of doing it—some that do it naturally. Some that do it by
implication. Some think it shrewd to deceive. "Remove from me the way of lying." If truth
should be banished from all the world, it ought to find a shelter in the breasts of Christians!
The Christian is forbidden to take an oath because there should never be any necessity for
it. His word—his, "Yes yes"—his, "No no," should always be sufficient. Thank God it is where
the Grace of God is!

30, 31. have chosen the way of truth: Your judgments have I laid before me. I have stuck
into Your testimonies: O LORD put me not to shame. Here is, first, choice—"T have chosen
the way of truth." Here is his practically carrying it out—"Your judgments have I'laid before
me." Here is his perseverance in it—"I have stuck into Your testimonies.” And then there is
his prayer about it, "O Lord, put me not to shame." And it is a prayer which is sure to be
answered! "Truth may be blamed but it cannot be shamed." Truth is God's daughter and
He will take care of her. If you have chosen the way of truth, it is a way in which though
some may censure and slander, your righteousness shall come forth in due time as the
noonday!

32.Iwill run the way of Your commandments when You shall enlarge my heart. "When
I get liberty of heart, then will I take as my choice Your ways." The Christian is never so
much at liberty as when he is under law to Christ. He knows the difference between license
and liberty. He has a liberty to do as he wills because he wills to do as God wills him to
do—and herein lies the only freedom which we desire!
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The Soul's Awakening

(No. 3389)

A SERMON PUBLISHED ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 1914.

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE NEWINGTON.

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour is coming when the dead shall hear the voice of
the Son of God, and they that hear shall live." John 5:25.

I suppose that when a pearl-fisher is at the bottom of the sea and has gathered his bag
full of oysters, he will sometimes see other oysters lying about which he would be very very
glad to take up if he could. And I can imagine that when he has been safely taken into his
boat and has put away what he gathered the first time, he will be rather anxious to descend
again somewhere near that same spot to bring up those which he left behind. This, at least,
is much like my own case. While reading the Chapter and preparing the sermon for this
morning, I thought there were so many pearls in the text I could not say much about this
particular verse so I felt inclined to return to the same spot at once to see if we might not
fetch up some fresh gems!

Those of you who were present this morning will remember that we saw in the Chapter
a three-fold gradation of life-giving in the Person of Christ. As here and there in the Old
Testament dispensation, God had raised up some persons from the dead, so Christ, also, in
the days of His flesh, had quickened whom He would—persons naturally dead He had re-
stored to natural life. This is the first and, indeed, a very wonderful prerogative of live-giving
for Christ to exercise to be able to raise Lazarus from the grave or to raise the young
daughter of the ruler or to restore to the widow her departed son. The second form of life-
giving is that described in the verse before us. He was constantly giving through His voice
spiritual life to those who were spiritually dead. The third kind of life-giving we spoke of is
that of the universal resurrection when all that are in the grave shall hear the voice of the
Son of God and shall rise to judgment. It is to the second that we propose to direct our at-
tention this evening—a form of life-giving which is going on now—not a matter of the past
as was the raising of a few in Christ's day. Not a matter of the future as the coming resurrec-
tion is, but a matter of the present—not so apparent to the eye and to the ear as either of
those mysteries, in so much that it is to a great extent invisible except to the man who is a
participator in it, but just as real, just as miraculous and, in many senses, even more mar-
velous and Divine! Christ is constantly raising the spiritually dead and giving them life. Oh
that we may be enabled by God's Spirit to open up this Truth of God to your understanding
and may it be applied to your hearts! Our first endeavor shall be to describe—

I. WHAT IT IS TO BE SPIRITUALLY DEAD.
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"The hour is coming," says the Savior, "and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice
of the Son of God and they that hear shall live." What is it to be spiritually dead? You all
know what it is for the body to be physically dead. The soul has departed and has left the
body incapable, insensible, unable to preserve itself. The soul was like salt to it—that being
gone, it soon becomes putrid and obnoxious. Poor dead body! A most terrible and humili-
ating spectacle to see— especially to look upon it after it has been lying for a while in the
grave. We have, most of us, heard what it is to be morally dead. It does not happen, I hope,
to very many, but there are some who seem to be dead to all moral feeling of right and wrong
between their fellow men—that is what I mean just now by morality. They have been so
inured to theft, un-cleanness, drunkenness and, some few even to murder, that when they
have been arrested, convicted, imprisoned— nothing seemed to move them to repentance!
Even the dread of the last terrible penalty of the law has not sufficed to-bring from some of
them any kind of emotion. Those who have been most earnest to arouse their conscience
have felt the most painful conviction that their moral faculties were totally defunct. They
have become callous, seared as with a hot iron. It is an awful spectacle to see a man morally
dead—blind to reason, deaf to warning, numb to shame—thus morally dead. His passions
raging without control, he becomes like some wild wolf of whom all the district is afraid!
Like a raging lion going about in quest of prey whom every man dreads to encounter and
whom some think it only right to slay. May none of us ever fall into such infamy! Alas, it
might be! Step by step, little by little, men have become outcasts from society and found
their lodging in the very lairs of corruption though they were born in better circumstances
and trained with brighter prospects! May God grant we may never come to it ourselves!

But to be spiritually dead—what is that? It is something like these two, but I think it is
somewhat different. I must describe spiritual death not in its essence, for that I cannot do,
but in its outward signs. Now observe a spiritually dead man. He is not dead in any other
respect. He walks abroad and sees the fields full of abundant harvests. At night-fall he looks
up to the skies and marks the glorious scenery of night. By day he climbs the mountains,
beholds the valleys beneath in all their smiling beauty and gazes upward at the golden sun
above. God is to be seen in all these—God manifestly the Creator, Preserver and Benefactor
of mankind—but this man does not perceive Him. He sees no God. Perhaps he can stand
like Byron under the shadow of Mont Blanc and write himself, "Atheos" without God where
God is everywhere! Where God is in every breath of air, where God is in every flower beneath
his feet, he sees not the footprints of the Almighty! He believes not in His secret Presence.
Is the Great Eternal First Cause defunct, then, or is there no God? No, Sirs, the man's per-
ception of God is all gone and that is all that is gone! His power to realize spiritual things
has failed or else his ears would hear the voice of God in the sounding tops of the pines! His
eyes would see the name of God written in golden letters in the midnight sky! His every
sense would perceive God and his inmost soul drink deep of God—but he is dead and,
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therefore, he cannot! Watch that man in the common events of Providence. Many mercies
have come to his store—there are happy children climbing his knee, his wife is in strong
health and full of happiness—they have no need to look from where the next meal shall
come. The stream of mercy flows hard by their door and this has been continued many
years! They have long enjoyed uninterrupted prosperity! Now, all this comes from God,
and health and strength are peculiarly His gifts. The power to get and the power to enjoy
our earthly goods must both proceed from Him. But this man never sees God in it at all!
He sometimes talks of luck and thinks himself a fortunate fellow. Luck, chance and for-
tune—these seem to be his deity! Though the hand of God, wide open and full of bounty,
is so spread out that one might think a bat or an owl might see it, yet this man perceives it
not! The man is dead to the perception of spiritual things that the great Master-Spirit,
Himself, is not perceived when He comes near loaded with favors!

As it is in Nature and as it is with the gifts of Providence, so especially it is in anything
like outward religion. The man attends a place of worship—it may be he repeats his creed,
joins in a form of prayer, or possibly he drops in where simpler worship is adopted and
what does he do? He sings as others sing! He bows his head as others do in prayer. He listens
as others do to the preaching of the Word, but it is a heavy dull monotonous service to him!
He wishes it were over. He sees nothing in it. If he had his way and custom did not bind
him at all, he would never he found wasting his time in such unprofitable proceedings as
he thinks them to be! He is like the mouse in Church that thinks the Bibles and Prayer Books
dry nibbling! He would rather be in the common ale-house, or at home reading novels, or
walking out in the fields, or anywhere than in the place of worship! Yet others sitting by his
side have found the most profound pleasure in those sacred engagements which have only
brought weariness to him! Unlike him, they have been carried as on eagles' wings up to
Heaven! Their souls have been filled with joy and peace and they have said as they have re-
tired, "Surely God was in this place and it was good to be here." Why is this? The things
ministered and the man who ministered them were the same. Ah, the one was dead while
the others lived! How shall the dead derive comfort? How shall the dead be charmed? How
shall the dead be fed and instructed? God was in the sermon but the carnally-minded man,
being dead, perceived Him not!

Nor, my dear Friends, is this spiritual death merely a failure to recognize the Being of
God—it is equally seen in reference to the moral obligations it involves. Man, by nature, is
dead to the right and to the true, to the commandments of the Lord which enlighten the
eyes and to the testimony of the Lord which makes wise the simple. He is probably alive to
his obligations to his fellow men because he has a clear understanding of their obligations
to him. He generally keeps himself within the bounds of law and decency, but his greater
obligations to his Creator—these cross not his mind—yet it is the very essence of rectitude
and truth that He who made all things should be served by those He made and that He who
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sustains life in all His creatures should have honor from those creatures who owe their
continued existence to Him! Why does the ungodly man not think of this? How is it he can
live for 30 or 40 years sustained by God and yet never giveto God the service of his
heart—scarcely thinking about his God at all? How is it? Why, because the man is dead to
spiritual obligations! It must be so or else he would lament that he had not met those oblig-
ations and begin to repent that he had transgressed the bounds that his Maker set. The man
is dead, Sirs—dead!

Further the natural man is dead to eternal things. How quick-eared he is to the things
of time—how swift to perceive their value and in what haste to grasp them if he can! But
ah, the eternal realities which God has revealed in Scripture the man neither cares to hear
about them nor, hearing them, do they excite any desires within his spirit! Alas, my Hearers,
we have sometimes had to warn you of the judgment to come. We have had to take down
the shrill-sounding trumpet and blow an alarm! We have had to tell you that there is a
dreadful Hell into which the wicked, dying impenitent, must be cast! How is it that men are
not stirred by a theme so truthful and so dreadful? Because they are dead! They would be
awake enough if they were afraid that their house should be on fire and that they, themselves,
might be burned with the natural element! Yet the spiritual danger far more to be apprehen-
ded arouses them not—because they are dead to it. At other times it has been our delight
to speak of Heaven, to picture the pearly-gated city with all its azure brightness, with its
bejeweled foundations and to talk of its inhabitants, all blessed forever, who walk in the
light of their glorious King! And surely it were enough to make the cold marble heart glow
with warmth! But no, the thing moved not men. Some little joy of earth would whet their
appetite far more quickly! It is because to the spiritual Heaven revealed in Scripture men
are altogether dead and care not for it! Oh Sirs, 'tis sad, 'tis sad, 'tis very sad that to the
fleeting shadows we should be wide awake but to that substantial Truth of God we should
be sound asleep—that after the poor gewgaws and child's bubbles of this mortal state, we
should be all agog—but as to the solid joys and lasting pleasures of an eternal world, we
show no desire! This again is a mark of spiritual death!

I must hurry on to mark a few more indications of this spiritual death. Prayer is one of
the most blessed engagements and occupations of men while they are out of Heaven—to
ask of the All-Bountiful One the mercies which they need. But there are some here tonight
who never pray—who never really ask of God what they require. They take the attitude of
supplicants, perhaps as a matter of habit, but there they are like kneeling corpses! They do
not pray—they are dead to prayer. Open this Book, this holy Bible, before them. There was
never such another—no angel ever gazed upon a page more rich with glory than this! This
Book it is that opens to us immortality and gives us the news of eternal love! Set the natural
man down before it. It is to him a mere history or a dry book of dogmatic matters! He sees
nothing in it that can charm him, nothing that can interest his spirit. The man is dead, Sir!

27



Sermon 3389. The Soul's Awakening

To the sightless eyeballs, the brightest jewels flash back no radiance. He is dead! Yes, to
Christ, Himself, the man is dead for when He is preached—Christ, the Father's Son, the
virgin's Child, the condescending Savior, the ascending Conqueror, the exalted King crowned
with Glory— why the people of God delight to hear of Him! To them the savor of Jesus'
name is like ointment poured forth! But exhibit this Savior to the natural man and he per-
ceives nothing! How could he? He is dead—dead in trespasses and sins! All the outward
phenomena that you will discern in the best natural man indicate that whatever kind of
light there may be in him, the Light of God that deals with God, with the spirit-world, the
world to come, is not there! He is unconscious of these! He has no fellowship with them.
He is dead and a prey to corruption! When we have paused a minute we shall endeavor to
describe—

II. THE WORD WHICH JESUS BRINGS TO THE DEAD.

"The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God."
Our Lord Jesus Christ is, in Scripture, especially in the Gospel of John, called, "the Word."
Here His voice is spoken of but what is a voice apart from the person that utters it? What
is the Word which Jesus speaks by which dead men are quickened? Is not Jesus Christ,
Himself, the Word of God to man? The distinct articulate manifestation of Deity is Jesus
Christ! Now, let me show you this. Jesus Christ came, once upon a time, from Heaven. He
condescended to become a Baby, to be nursed in a manger, to hang on a woman's breast.
He was God! What did that say—that Child, that Baby—Human, yet Divine? Why, it said
this, "God has pity upon man and has not left him. He is about to establish an intimate rela-
tionship between Himself, the great and the glorious, and man, the weak and the pitiable—a
union not at first between God and fully developed man, but between God and the Baby,
as if it should be said the weakest and feeblest of all that bear the name of manhood may
take comfort, for God has come down and taken a Baby's form into union with Himself!"
That meant pity! It meant mercy! It meant fellowship and it meant hope to the race of man!
To this end Jesus passed a life in the midst of all our sorrows, infirmities and took upon
Himself our sickness!

And what did that mean? Why it meant compassion. A beautiful word, that—compas-
sion—a united passion, a fellow-feeling, a kindred suffering! It seemed to say, "God is not
indifferent to your woes. Oh, sons of men! You have fallen through your sins, but God pities
you! God feels for you! He is no flinty-hearted Jupiter who sits serenely on his throne amidst
the pains and agonies and eternal death of his creatures! No, but He has come down to you!
He has taken upon Himself, Manhood, that He may suffer with man and let man see that
He has not left him, but that He feels for him! And after He had lived a life of holiness which
was, indeed, comparatively but a small part of His work, our Lord Jesus Christ gave Himself
up to die!Into the Garden He went and there the wrath of God was laid upon Him till that
precious cluster was so crushed in the awful press of the Divine Wrath that great red drops
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of bloody sweat were distilled from every pore like the red juice from the cluster! He went
to Pilate's Hall, to Herod's tribunal, to be mocked and scourged and spat upon and, at last,
in extreme agony He offered up His life on the accursed tree! What did He say to us then?
He said this—"God is just. I come down to you poor mortal men and, taking upon Myself
your nature and taking also your sins as your Substitute, I have to suffer.” Christ Jesus' suf-
fering is a loud word from God to this effect, "I pity you men, but your sins I must punish.
I cannot pass them by. If they are laid upon My Son, I must prostrate My Son beneath their
load. I cannot wink at sin though it is laid upon the perfect Substitute, for even there I must
hunt it to the death! It is an accursed thing and must not be tolerated. I must stamp it out
of My universe."

This is God's Word. He says, "Justice as well as compassion. Pity but pity consistent
with severity." Moreover Jesus rose again from the dead and now He ever lives at the right
hand of God and His Holy Spirit has come and animates, at this time, the preaching of the
Word with Divine energy! Christ now declares to us God's Word after this fashion, "Whoever
believes that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God. Whoever will trust in the Incarnate Son of
God and fully rely upon the merits of His wondrous suffering shall be saved. God wills not
the death of the sinner, but had rather that he should turn unto Him and live! And everyone
that will turn unto the living God and trust His Son to make propitiation, shall be saved
from the damning power of sin and have everlasting life." Christ, the Living One, is God's
Word to us that we shall be delivered from the wrath to come if we trust in Him, even as
He, Himself, was delivered when He rose again from the dead and ascended into Glory!

My dear Friends, the Gospel which I preach again, tonight, is that which I have always
preached and always will preach until I have a fear lest I should preach till you are almost
nauseated with the repetition! Yet if it were so, I could not help it, for no other name do I
dare to preach, nor is there any other foundation that I dare to lay and bid you build on it
but this! Jesus Christ, the Son of God has come! Here on earth He lived and died and suffered
for the sake of mankind. God is a God of Love, but He is also a God of Justice. There is a
way in which He can be just and yet tender to you. If you trust His dear Son, your sins shall
not destroy you! Christ's sufferings shall stand instead of yours and you shall live! If you
will now accept Christ. If you now will lean fully on Jesus. If you now will fling away both
your love of sin and your love of your own righteousness and come and rest where God
would have you rest, God shall be reconciled to you and you shall be His child and you shall
live forever and ever! I must now close with third point—

III. THE MODE BY WHICH THIS WORD IS APPLIED.

"The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear." I have told you what they
will hear. They will hear the Word of God! But who will speak it? Who is it that alone can
speak it to purpose? Why—"When the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, they that
hear shall live." Whenever any dead soul lives, it is through the Word, but it is not through

29



Sermon 3389. The Soul's Awakening

the voice of the preacher. That is but an instrument and nothing more! The real voice that
makes dead souls live is the voice of Christ Jesus! What, is it so? Does He actually speak to
every soul that is saved? He does! I do not mean in fancy as though you heard voices in the
air, but I mean that this Word which I have just now preached to you must come home to
your heart and your conscience and be applied by the Holy Spirit so that you prove its power
and feel its energy. Through the Holy Spirit, it is that the voice of Christ is heard in the soul!
But while I speak to you thus, some will say, "What, then, can we do with sinners as we have
not the voice that can raise them?" Why you can pluck your Master by the skirt and say to
Him, "Good Lord, speak the Word! Speak the Word!" When I come into this pulpit, the
prayer that rises to my heart always—I hope I can always say without guile—is this, "Lord
be here to speak, Yourself, through me." I am persuaded that though I preach to dead sinners
ten thousand years, never will one be saved by my voice. Why, then, do I preach to sinners
knowing them to be dead? Because I am simply the instrument of Christ and He speaks
through His voice with His own Spirit, which is as His voice, and the dead do hear and they
are made to live—not without the instrumentality, not through the instrumentality, alone,
but by the voice of Jesus Christ! I ask you, then, dear Brothers and Sisters who are alive to
God, to pray that Jesus would speak while the preacher speaks. Be lifting up your hearts and
silently crying—

"Oh, let the dead now hear Your voice! Bid, Lord Your banished ones rejoice! Their
beauty this their glorious dress Jesus the Lord our righteousness.!"

What encouragement there is in this for you, my Brothers and Sisters! However feeble
you may be in yourselves, yet if it is the voice of Christ you have to rely upon, what power
there is in that! You may go to your class and say, "I cannot teach these troublesome boys
and these inattentive girls! How can I hope to see them saved?" Ah but your Master can
speak through you and He can do what you cannot! Though it is true that old Adam is too
strong for young Melancthon, he is not too strong for the mighty Savior whose voice does
not merely speak to the living, but to the dead—and all who hear that voice shall live! Bend
your ear, then, and bow down your heart! Attend to the voice of Christ seeing that thereby,
alone, the dormant faculties can be quickened and a lively interest excited!

Yet while Christ speaks to the dead, power is communicated to them that they may have
it and use it, call it their own and exercise it. "The dead shall hear," and do notice, " They
that hear shall live." You must not imagine that man is passive in the matter. What does it
say, "Draw us, " and we will be drawn? No, but, "Draw us and we will run after You™ There
comes an activity. I have heard some speak of faith and repentance as the gifts of the Holy
Spirit. Most truly so they are, but why speak of these gifts as though the sinner had nothing
to do to repent and to believe? Always remember that it is youwho must repent and believe.
The Holy Spirit will not repent for you! What would He repent about? He never did wrong.
And the Holy Spirit will not believe for you. What would He believe for? He is God, Himself!
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The fact is that the Apostle has expressed it exactly when he says, "Work out your own sal-
vation with fear and trembling, for it is God that works in you to will and to do of His own
good pleasure." Christ gives the voice but the man hears. There is something done—there
is a something to be received. It is no great act to hear a sound when it is made. It is no great
act to receive mercy when it is presented. Yet the hearing is a miracle, for the dead hear!
And the receiving by faith is a miracle, for none do this but those to whom it is given—yet
it is done by man. Faith and repentance are gifts of God—the voice that saves is the voice
of Christ but the point of personal salvation is reached when the man actively hears and
receives the Truth of God!

I pray you, then, my dear Hearers, if you would be saved, be diligent in hearing the
Gospel! I would urge you to frequent those places of worship most where there is most of
Christ preached. Do not seek after eloquence, oratory, gaudy periods or grotesque observa-
tions that might amuse you. You have something else to do on the Lord's Day besides being
amused and having your ears tickled! There is a soul in you that will either be saved or
lost—and this day is given you peculiarly that you may listen to the Gospel which saves you!
Hunt out the Gospel in your locality! Follow it wherever you may hear it preached. I entreat
you to hear it, but do not think that the mere hearing it with your outward ears will be
enough! Alas, such a hearing may involve responsibility and bring you no blessing. I pray
you ask the Lord as you go up to the House of Prayer to open your inward ears to quicken
you from your spiritual death and give you to derive profit. I do believe, my dear Friends,
that few will miss a blessing who hear a Gospel minister anxiously desiring to get a blessing.
In these waters, men shall catch what they fish for! And if you seek earnestly after God's
blessing, you shall find it! Thirst for it! Pant for it! Long for it! You already have the beginning
of it, for to desire Grace is an evidence that you have Grace in a measure! And to earnestly
seek Christ is already to have something from Christ—a foretaste of the feast they enjoy
who find Him!

Ah, my dear Friends, we keep on preaching and you keep on coming and going, Sunday
after Sunday, but how is it with you? Are you saved or not? A man opens a shop for the sale
of medicines and I will suppose them to have great medicinal virtue. There is a plague in
the district and he asks himself, "Are these drugs, after all, what they profess to be?" If men
keep on dying, he will, as an honest man, begin to get anxious and to enquire. And if he
meets with persons who are talking of other things, he will say, "Nonsense! Put them aside
a bit. I want to ask you about something of more importance. Are these drugs of mine true
shots with which to do battle with the plague? Are these the weapons with which to chase
away this horrible disease and avert the threat? Is the plague increasing in your street or is
it dying out?" Oh I wantto push these questions home to you tonight! I know I preach the
Word of Christ. I am sure I have told you the Gospel of His salvation. The voice of Christ
I cannot imitate nor would I if I could. Tis His to use His own voice. His tongue and His
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tongue, only, is like a two-edged sword which can cut and cure, kill and heal at the same
time! How is it with you? Are you saved? Are you awakened? Are you seeking? Are you
tinding? Or are you, after all, just hearing and hearing and hearing again and again to no
purpose? Ah, I would to God that I were not the preacher to such as you and that you were
not my hearers, for I cannot bear that I should be adding to your condemnation! That I
should be hardening you— for so it must be—hardening your hearts with the very Truth
of God that ought to soften them! I pray the Master bring you into a different state and give
you to lay hold on these things, for if they are not true, it is time  had done preaching them!
But if they are true, it is time you had received them! If they are not true, it is time that these
services were given over, for they are awful farces! But if this Book is true and Christ's Gospel
is true, it is time that you did not make farces of them but that you turned unto God with
full purpose of heart! The Lord save you for Jesus' sake. Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON: EPHESIANS2; MATTHEW 11:1-6.

Verse 1. And you has He quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins. What a great
change, then, has taken place in the people of God! It is described as being similar to the
resurrection of the dead. And do you suppose that this took place without a man's knowing
it? Do you think that we are wrong in stating a wide difference between the quickened ones
and the dead? I think not. In fact, those addresses made to congregations in which there is
no distinction made between the living and the dead in Zion are deceptive. And prayers
that are meant to suit congregations of mingled character—where some are dead in sin and
others alive unto God—are, on the very face of them, an attempt at an impossibility! As
great as is the distinction between the dead in their graves and living men that walk the
streets, so great is the difference between the regenerate and unregenerate! Do you think
that in reading this verse, dear Friends, you could apply it to yourself, "and you, and you,
and you, has He quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins"?

2. Wherein in time past you walked according to the course of this world, according to
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now works in the children of disobedience.
Those who are not saved have a life of evil. They are dead towards God, but they are alive
towards Satan. An unregenerate man's heart is Satan's workshop in which he forges divers
devices of evil—the spirit that works in the children of disobedience!

3. Among whom also we all had our conversation in timespast in the lusts of our flesh,
tulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath
even as others. No difference by nature between the brightest saint in the Church of God
and the blackest sinner of the camp of Satan—all fallen, all desperately depraved at our very
original! What wonders of Grace are those who are saved! Let them taken care that they
never fail in praising that Grace of God!

4-7.But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when
we were dead in sins, has quickened us together with Christ (by Grace you are saved). And
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has raised us up together and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. That
in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His Grace in His kindness toward
us through Christ Jesus. God's great objective is to display His Grace—to let all the universe
know what a gracious God He is—therefore did He pitch upon us who were dead in sin
even as others! Therefore does He quicken us and, therefore, having quickened us, does He
go on to raise us up from one point to another until He makes us sit with Christ upon His
Throne! Oh Beloved, if all the ages are to learn the Grace of God from His dealings towards
us, let us learn it and let us talk much of it and exult much in it! Who is a gracious God like
unto our God?

8. For by Grace are you savedNot by your own merits! Not by priestcraft! Not by your
own free will. "By Grace are you saved.” This is the great summary of the Gospel! Let this
Doctrine be preached and we shall soon see the errors of Rome fly before it! "By Grace are
you saved."

8. Through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God. Neither the faith nor
the salvation are of ourselves. They are both the gifts of Divine Love—both worked in us
by the Divine Spirit. It is the gift of God!

9, 10. Not of works lest any man should boast. For we are His workmanship. No good
man can boast of his works because those works are the work of God. Without Him, we
could not perform good works! So that even when we possess them, we are His workmanship.
Shall the vessel on the wheel exalt itself as if it made itself? No, the potter must have the
credit for all the skill of the making of the vessel. And if, therefore, there shall be in our
character marks and lines of Grace and Truth—unto God be the glory for them, for we are
His workmanship!

10-12. Created in Christ Jesus unto good works which God has before ordained that we
should walk in them. Therefore remember that you, being in time past, Gentiles in the flesh
who are called Uncircumcision by those who are called the Circumcision in the flesh made
by hands. That at the time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth
of Israel and strangers from the covenants ofpromise having no hope and without God in
the world This is where our fathers were. This is where we are by nature! We have not got
even as far as the Jew who had a Covenant according to the flesh to plead and had received
the sign of it while yet a child! But we—we were altogether foreigners and aliens from the
Most High!

13. But now in Christ Jesus you who sometimes were far off are made near by the blood
of Christ. Oh, rejoice in this! You far-off ones made near, lift up your hearts in thankfulness
for what the Lord Jesus has done for you by His blood— made near by the blood of Christ!

14. For He is our peace who has made both one and has broken down the middle wall
of partition between us. Christ is peace between Jew and Gentile—peace between both of
them and their God. I have heard of a poor bricklayer who when at work on a scaffold, fell
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from a great height and was taken up and was dying. They sent for a minister of the Gospel
who began addressing him in such terms as this, "My dear man, you are evidently near to
die and therefore I exhort you to make your peace with God." He knew but very little of it
compared with what the poor bricklayer knew, for opening his eyes, he said, "Make my
peace with God, Sir? That I could not do, but I thank God it was made for me in the Ever-
lasting Covenant of Grace in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ 1,800 years ago! I have no
peace to make!" It is peace already made! And we have but to accept it, for He is our peace
who has made both one and broken down the middle wall of partition between us!

15. 16. Having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments con-
tained in ordinances; for to make in Himself of two, one new man so making peace. And
that He might reconcile both unto God in one body by the Cross having slain the enmity
thereby. No enmity now should exist between Jew and Gentile. None does exist between
the Believer and his God. The enmity is dead forever, for Christ has died.

17, 18. And came and preached peace to you which were afar of and to them that were
near. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Fathe. In this verse you
have the whole Trinity and all the Trinity in unity are necessary for prayer. "Through Him
we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father."

19. Now therefore you are no more strangers and foreigners but fellow citizens with the
saints and of the household of God. How blessedly Grace annihilates all national distinction!
Cowper spoke of nations which, like kindred drops, would have melted into one if they had
not been divided by a range of mountains or intersected by a narrower faith. But in the
Gospel of Grace we do melt into one! Whoever loves the Lord is a co-patriot with all who
love Him! Distinctions of nationality sweetly sink when we come to know the Savior. We
are fellow citizens with the saints and of the householdof God!

MATTHEW 11:1-6.

Verses 1-5. And it came to pass when Jesus had made an end of commanding His twelve
disciples, He departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. Now when John had heard
in the prison, the works of Christ, he sent two of hisdisciples. And they said unto Him, Are
You He that should come or do we look for another? Jesus answered and said unto them,
Go and show John again those things which you do hear and see: The blind receive their
sight and the lame walk. The lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear. The dead are raised up
and the poor have the Gospel preached to them. These were Christ's seals and proofs—John
needed not to seek others. These were the very works of which prophecy had said would be
the marks of the Messiah! If, then these marks were found in Him, He left John and his
disciples to draw the inference that He was, indeed, the One who was to come! Christ is al-
ways best known by His works and, especially in His people, He is seen in their lives. There
are two great precepts for the conquest of the world for Christ—the first is preach the Gos-
pel—but the second is live the Gospel and if we do not live the Gospel, we shall not succeed
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in preaching the Gospel! In fact, those members of our churches who do not live the Gospel,
undo through all the week what the preacher of the Gospel endeavors to do on the Lord's
Day! It is a fine thing to preach with your mouth, but the best thing in the world is to preach
with your feet and with your hands—in your walk and in your work! And if you are enabled
to do this, the people will be able to say very little against the preaching of the Gospel when
they see the result of it in those who accept it! God grant that we may be all preachers in
some way or another! 6. And blessed is he who is not offended because of Mt.
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Hoping in God's Mercy

(No. 3390)

A SERMON PUBLISHED ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 1914.

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON, ON LORD'S DAY
EVENING, FEBRUARY 16, 1868.

"Behold, the eye of the Lordis on those who fear Him, on those who hope in His mercy."
Psalm 33:18.

By the term, "the fear of God," we understand in Holy Scripture the whole of true religion.
We do not mean by the fear of God, the slavish fear which trembles in God's Presence, as
the poor slave trembles under his master's lash, but that child-like fear which fears to offend,
which fears to be led into error—a reverential fear such as the angels have when they veil
their faces with their wings and cast their crowns before the glorious Throne of God—to
have such a fear of God before our eyes as to restrain our wandering passions, to keep our
hands from doing evil and our tongues from speaking the thing which is not right—to have
such a fear of God that we feel as though we were in God's Presence and act, and speak, and
think as though we fully recognized the eye that reads the secrets of the heart. When we
read, therefore, that the eye of the Lord is upon "them that fear Him," we are to understand
that He has gracious regard towards those who delight in Him, who worship Him and are
His children.

But the part of the text to which I call your special attention now is that expression,
"Those who hope in His mercy." This is intended to be of the same reach and compass as
the first. Those who fear God are the same persons as those who hope in His mercy and this
is very consoling, for to hope in God's mercy seems to be but a very small evidence of Divine
Grace and yet it seems to be a very sure sign, for those who hope in God's mercy are the
same persons who are said to fear Him. They are the same persons as are described as being
His saved ones, His children—the truly godly ones.

I hope there are many here who can say, "Well, I do hope in His mercy. If I cannot get
farther, yet I can get as far as that—my hope is fixed in the mercy of God in Jesus Christ."
Then, dear Friend, may the words we shall speak be comforting to you! And may you rejoice
that the Lord considers you and has an eye of favor towards you, now, and will have forever!

I am always very anxious about those who have the beginnings of Grace in them. I think
I would go a long way out of my way to carry one of the lambs in my bosom and to try to
cherish one that was ready to die with doubt. But, on the other hand, I am always fearful of
giving any encouragement to those who are on a wrong foundation. Like the ancient mariner
who was afraid of the whirlpool on the one hand and the rocks on the other, and found it
difficult to steer along the middle of the channel, so may I find it tonight. I would not grieve
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a trembling soul. I would not bolster up a self-deceived one. Far be it from these lips to ever
become a rod for the backs of God's weak ones! And equally far be it from this tongue to
speak so as to put pillows under men' s arms and under their heads wherewith they may go
to sleep and sleep themselves into Hell!

In trying, therefore, to avoid two evils, I shall begin by speaking about a hope in God's
mercy which is false—and then I shall say a little about a sound hope in God' s mercy. To
begin, then, at the beginning—

. THEREIS A FALSE HOPE IN GOD'S MERCY AGAINST WHICH WE EARNESTLY
WARN YOU.

"I do not believe," says a man, "that God will ever cast me into Hell, for God Almighty
is very merciful." "What will become of you when you die?" said one man to another. "I do
not know," was the answer, "and I do not think much about it because I know that God is
a very good God—and I do not think that He will cast the souls of men into Hell, as bigots
say, and cause them to be forever banished from His Presence.” Now, Friend, if this is your
hope, I beseech you to be rid of it, for it is a deadly viper and though you nurse and cherish
it in your bosom, it will sting you to your destruction, for do you not know that the God of
the Bible is a God of Justice, as well as a God of Mercy? Though He is infinitely good, yet
He Himself has said, "I will by no means spare the guilty."

What do you think of this text, "The wicked shall be turned into Hell, and all the nations
that forget God"? Does that seem as if God would not punish sin? "The soul that sins, it shall
die." What do you think of that? "These shall go away into everlasting punishment." Does
that seem like an effeminate and sentimental kindness that will wink at sin? If you are to be
saved by the general mercy of God, then let me tell you that this blessed Book of God is all
a mistake and deception, for there are no such teachings here, as those of which you dream.
Besides, you know better than this—I appeal to your own conscience, you know better than
this!

We tell people that if they allow filth to accumulate and sewage to become stagnant. If
they deprive themselves of fresh air and neglect ventilation and cleanliness, when the fever
comes it will be sure to make them its prey! And they might say, "Oh, we don't believe that!
God is merciful and we do not believe that He will ever let the fever take people off by
scores—we shall not think of clearing away the dung heaps, or cleaning out the sewers, or
getting the windows made to open! We tell you it is all bigoted trash! God will not let the
people die of fever!" But they do die of fever and the very people who neglect the laws of
health are taken away, God's mercy notwithstanding! And so it will be with you. Sin is like
a dung heap—your iniquities are like those fever-breeding drains and your soul will die of
the disease which springs from the sin which you so much love. And all your talk about
God's mercy you will find to be a dream! If a man shall go to sea tomorrow in a leaky ship
which takes in the water while she is going down the Thames, they may keep the pumps
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always going, but yet the water gets ahead of the men. You say to the man, "Sir, if you go
out into the sea—it is only a matter of time—your ship will go down. She is not sea-
worthy—she will never get down the Channel." "Oh," he says, "don' t tell me that—God
Almighty is merciful and He will never let a poor fellow drown! I believe that my ship will
float and I mean to run the risk of it, for I believe in God's mercy." Down the vessel goes—and
the wretch on board of her and all her passengers are drowned! And what do we say? Do
we say that God is not merciful? No! But we say that some men are insane—and so say we
of you! If you trust in that general mercy of God, but will not obey the Gospel and put from
you the way of salvation which God has ordained, you will perish! And on your own head
will be your blood since you have foolishly perverted the goodness of God to your own de-
struction!

In other persons, this belief in the mercy of God takes the shape of saying, " Well, I have
always done my best. I have been a respectable person ever since I can recall—I bring up
my children as well as I can—I send them to the Sunday school. I always pay my debts. I
don't swear and I am not a gin drinker—I don't know that I have any particular vice. On
the contrary, I am always ready and happy to help the poor and to say a good word for reli-
gion and so on. It is true that I am not all I ought to be—no doubt we are all sinners and
there is a great deal that is wrong and imperfect about us—though I don' t know what it is
in particular. But anyhow, God is merciful and what with what I have done and what I have
not done—and God's mercy to make up for all the shortcomings—I do not doubt but what
it will be all right with me at the last." Now this, again, is a deceit and a refuge of lies—a
bowing wall and a tottering fence which will fall on those who take shelter behind it!

You have read of Nebuchadnezzar's image which was part iron and part clay. Had it
been all iron, it might have stood, but being part clay, by-and-by, the whole image was
broken in pieces! Such is your religion! You trust in part to the mercy of God—I will call
that the iron. But you trust in part to your own so-called good works—that is the clay and
down your image will fall before long! Why, you are like the man in the proverb who tries
to sit on two stools—and you know what becomes of him! Besides, how foolish you are to
try to yoke yourselves to God to help Him! Go and yoke a gnat with an archangel, or find
aworm and put it side by side with leviathan—and hope that they will plow the stormy deep
together! Then think of Christ helping you and of you helping Christ. Absurd! If you are to
be saved by works, then it must be all of works! But if by Grace, it must be all of Grace, for
the two will no more mix than fire and water. They are two contrary principles! Therefore,
give up the delusion! A hope in God's mercy which is twisted and inter-twisted with a hope
in your own works is certainly vain!

But we know others who say, "Well said, Mr. Preacher! I know better than that—1I shall
never fall into that snare. I trust in the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ and in Him,
alone! I expect the mercy of God to come to me through Christ and I depend upon only
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Him." Well, you talk very well. You talk very well. I must go home with you! But the man
does not want me to go home with him. I do not know where he means to turn in—perhaps
once or twice on the roadbefore he gets to his house! When he gets home, we shall ask his
wife what sort of a man he is. She will then be compelled to say, "Well, Sir, he is a great saint
on Sunday, but he is a great devil all the rest of the week! He can talk a horse's head off about
religion, but, Sir, there is no genuine living in the matter—no real, righteous, godly action
in him."

Did you never read of Mr. Talkative in The Pilgrim's Progress?How he could tell out
all the Doctrines! How he could prate about them! He had them all at his fingertips and at
his tongue's tip, too, but they never operated on his life. They never affected and sweetened
his character. He was just as big a rogue as though Christ had never lived—and just as
graceless a villain as though he had never heard of the Savior at all! Now, Sirs—any kind of
faith in Christ which does not change your life is the faith of devils! And it will take you
where devils are, but will never take you to Heaven! Men are not saved by their works—we
declare that plainly enough—but if faith does not produce good works, it is a dead faith and
it leaves you a dead soul to become corrupt and to be cast out from the sight of the Most
High. A genuine hope in God's mercy, according to the teaching of Scripture, purifies a
man. "He that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure.” If you have a hope
in the mercy of God which lets you do as the ungodly do with impunity, then, Sir, you have
about your neck a millstone that will sink you lower than the lowest Hell! God deliver you
from such a delusion!

I fear there are still others who have a bad hope—a hope which will not save
them—because they trust in the mercy of God that they shall be all right at the last, though
they have neglected all those things which make men right. For instance, the Word of God
says, "You must be born-again." These men have never been born-again, but yet they trust
in the mercy of God! Sir, what right have you to expect any mercy when God has no mercy,
except that which He shows to men by giving them new hearts and right spirits? You say
you trust in the mercy of God and yet you have no repen-tance—and do you think God will
forgive the man who not only does not love, but refuses and despises His Son, the only Savior?
I tell you there will have to be a new Bible written before this can be true! And there will
have to be a new Gos-pel—yes—and a new God, too, for the God of the Bible never will,
nor can wink at sin! Unless He makes you sick of sin, He must be sick of you! And until you
hate your iniquities with a perfect hatred, there cannot be mercy in God's heart to you, for
you go on in your iniquities!

You tell me you trust in God, and yet there has been no change of life in you! Oh, Sirs!
Unless you are converted and become as little children, you shall in no wise enter the
Kingdom of Heaven! The first thing God's mercy will do for you will be to turn your face
in the opposite direction.
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If mercy shall ever come to you, it will make you a new creation, give you new loves,
new hates. But if you have not conversion, what have you to do with mercy? The mercy of
God, wherever it comes, makes men pray. You never bend your knees and yet you say you
trust in God' s mercy? Oh, Sir, you are deceiving your own soul!

The mercy of God makes a man love Christ and makes him seek to be like Christ. You
have no love to Christ and no desire to be like He. Then, Sir, I pray you give up that falsehood,
which has been, up to now, as a soft pillow for your head, and believe me that the mercy of
God cannot come in the way in which you expect it!

I wish I might have torn away, from some now present, their false dependences, but I
am afraid they are too dear to them for my hands to do it! May God's Holy Spirit deliver
men from all false confidences in God's mercy! But now a much more pleasant part of my
work comes before me, namely—

II. TO DESCRIBE A SOUND HOPE IN THE MERCY OF GOD.

I shall say of it, first, that a soundly hopeful soul feels its need of mercy. It does not talk
about sin, but it feels it. It does not talk about mercy, but it groans after it. Beware of super-
ficial religion! I think if I might only say two things before I die, one out of the two would
be—beware of surface godliness. Take care of the paint, the tinsel, the varnish, the oil! There
must be in us a hungering and a thirsting after righteousness! There must be in us the broken
heart and the contrite spirit. I like revivals—far be it from me to ever say a word against
them—Dbut I have seen scores of men jump into religion just as men jump into a bath—and
then jump out, again, just as quickly because they have not felt their deep need of Christ.

You may depend upon it, there is no sound bottom to a man's religion unless he begins
with a broken heart. And that religion that does not begin with a deep sense of sin, and a
thorough heartbreaking conviction, is a repentance that will have to be repented of before
long. God save us from it! If you are to have a hope in mercy, you must know that it is mercy!
You must know that you need it as mercy! You must be clean divorced from every confidence
except in mercy! Youmust come to this, that it must be Grace first, last, and midst—Grace
everywhere—otherwise it will never serve or save such a poor helpless castaway as you are.
A sound hope, then, is one in which a man knows that he needs mercy!

Another mark of a sound hope is that he clearly perceives that mercy can only come to
him through the Mediator— Christ Jesus. The Word of God tells us that there is but one
door of Grace, and that is Christ! But one foundation for a genuine hope—and that found-
ation is Christl God's mercy is Infinite, but it always flows to men through the golden
channel of Jesus Christ, His Son! Soul, it will be a good thing for you when you have done
with the idea of hunting after mercy here, there and everywhere, and when you come to
Christ, and Christ alone, for it! God swears by Himself that there shall be no hope for man
out of Christ, but that there shall be hope for them there. "Other foundation can no man
lay than that which is laid." Against all other confidences God thunders out that famous
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sentence, "He that believes not, in condemned already, because he has not believed on the
Son of God." When you are tied up to Christ. When every other door is shut and barred,
and fastened up with iron padlocks. When every cistern is broken. When every hope is
shipwrecked and the last broken board has been swallowed up in the whirlpool of despair—if
your soul then clings to Chr-ist—you have a sound hope, a hope that can never let you go!

Yet again. That hope which leads a man to desire to be conformed to God's plan of
mercyis a sound hope. I mean this. There may be someone here who says, "I fear I am not
regenerated. You condemned me just now, Sir, but oh, I wish I were! I am afraid I am not
converted, but oh, that God in His Grace would convert me! You spoke of repentance—I
fear I do not repent as I should, but oh, I wish that I could repent! Oh, that my heart would
break! I feel because I do not feel and I sigh because I cannot sigh!" Ah, poor Soul, if you
are willing to be what God would make you to be, then is your hope, though not yet a perfect
one, yet good so far as it goes! If you will now come and cast yourself on Christ, though you
have no regeneration apparent to yourself, yet you shall be saved! If you will come as you
are, with all your iniquities about you, without any repentance that you can discern. If you
will come empty-handed and cast yourself on what Jesus did upon the Cross and is still
doing in pleading before the Throne of God, you shall never perish, but you shall be saved!

O, it is a precious Gospel which we have to preach to needy sinners! A full Christ for
empty sinners! A free Christ for sinners that are enslaved! But you must be willing to be
this—you must be willing to be renewed in the spirit of your mind—and if you can honestly
say that you are so willing and that you will now close in with Christ, then yours is the hope
upon which God looks with the kindest regard!

I might thus continue to describe this hope, but I shall not detain you longer upon that
point. I do hope and trust that I have many here who are beginning to have a little hope in
Christ. Oh, it is a mercy to see the first streaks of daylight, for the sun is rising. It is pleasing
to see that first dewdrop, the first tear that comes from a troubled heart. I think the Lord is
about to bring water out of the flinty rock! I feel so grateful when I meet with some in distress.
Sometimes after the service there is somebody that wants to see us. They are so distracted
and depressed—and they think they are giving us so much trouble, but oh, it is blessed
trouble! There is not one of us but would be glad to sit up all night, I am sure, to see many
such troubled ones, if we might but speak a word to them by which they might find joy and
peace!

Now, I want to take the text like a very sweet and dainty morsel and just drop it into
the mouths of you who are ready to faint for it—"The eye of the Lord is upon those who
fear Him, upon those who hope in His mercy." Though you have got no further than that,
yet you have God's eye upon you and you may be greatly comforted! But we must go to
another point with great brevity. We have in this house of worship, here and now—

III. SOME WHO ARE AFRAID TO HOPE IN GOD.
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They unconsciously desire to trust Him in His own appointed way. They understand
it, but they are afraid to do it. Now, my beloved fellow sinner, I beseech you to cast yourself
upon Christ and to trust in Him! And remember that God cannot lie. It is blasphemy to
suppose that God can say a thing that is not true. Now, He has promised, over and overagain,
to save everyone that trusts in Christ. And if He does not save you, well, then_. You know
what I mean. Oh,but God cannot lie! Therefore, come and cast yourself upon His faithful
promise! Well do I remember when that text, "Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved," stayed my fainting soul for months together, before I actually had joy and
peace. Do you call upon God in prayer? Do you trust in God, however little it may be? Then
you shall be saved! Believe it. If any soul here feels himself to be as black as night—imagines
himself to be out of the list of the hopeful—yet if he can but come and cast himself upon
what Christ did when He died upon the Cross for sinners, God must cease to be God before
that soul can perish! Hope then, hope then, Sinner, for God cannot lie!

Then hope, again, because God has saved and is still saving others! We have not ceased
to have conversions in this Church. I am sometimes afraid that they are not as many as they
once were, but they do come and come frequently, too, to the praise of God's Grace! Now,
if others are saved when they trust Christ, why should not you be? Who has clambered up
into the secret chambers of Heaven and found that your name is not written in the roll of
election? Who? Why, no one has done so! Then, since Christ bids you come and trust
Him—come and trust Him! Oh, that you might come, tonight, and as He has accepted
others, He will accept you, for He says, "He that comes unto Me, I will in no wise castout."

I beseech you have hope, again, because it is to Gods honor to save sinners. If it were
dishonoring to Christ to receive the ungodly, you might stand in doubt. But since it is one
of the jewels in His crown which gladdens His heart and brings Him honor in the sight of
glorified saints in Heaven, depend upon it, He is not hard to be persuaded! Christ is quite
as willing to save as ever the most longing sinner can be to be saved! It is His delight to give
of His liberality, to dispense of His bounty to those who need! Have hope then. The generous
Character of Christ should encourage you!

Have hope, I say, once more, because of what Christ endured upon the Cross. See Him
dying in unutterable pains and pangs! See His hands and feet distilling founts of blood! See
His body racked with agonies that cannot be described! His soul, meanwhile, ground and
crushed beneath the wheels of Divine Wrath against the sin He bore for our sakes! His whole
Being is a mass of suffering in our place! Now, why all this miraculous and sacrificial endur-
ance? Surely that bearing all this, we might be spared and never know its anguish! Oh, when
my soul looks to Christ, it seems to see that nothing is impossible with such an Atonement!
No sin is too black for that blood to wash and cleanse away! It cannot be that beneath
Heaven there can be a sinner so abominable that the blood of Christ cannot make a full
atonement for all his sins! Come, then! Come, then—'tis the voice of Jesus that calls you!
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Come, you chief of sinners! Come now, before yet another sun shall dawn! Come and find
in Jesus' wounds a refuge from the stormy blast that shall soon come to sweep the unconver-
ted into condemnation!

Yet must we still pass on and, only for a moment, linger upon—

IV. THE COMFORT WHICH THE TEXT AFFORDS TO THOSE WHO HAVE A
HOPE IN GOD'S MERCY.

It says that the eye of the Lord is upon them. There is a blessing for you. Nobody else's
eye is upon you. You have got up to London, away from parents and friends, and nobody
looks after you now. You have come into this big Tabernacle and I am sorry to find that
there are still some of our members who do not look after strangers—do not look after souls
as they ought to do—and you have been coming here and nobody has spoken to you. Now,
let me read the text, and I need not say any more, " The eye of the Lord is upon those who
fear Him, upon those who hope in His mercy." God sees you and you do not need anybody
else! Be content that God knows all about it. You are up in the top gallery there, somewhere
behind where my eye cannot reach you—and hardly my voice—but "the eye of the Lord is
upon those who fear Him, upon those who hope in His mercy." And mark that eye, as well
as being an eye of observation, is also an eye of pity! God has compassion on you! He stands
side by side with you—that bleeding Son of God—and in your groans He groans, and in
your griefs He takes a share. He has compassion on you—yes, and He will help you—and
even now He loves you. The eye with which He looks upon you is a Father's eye and when
a father sees his child broken-hearted, he says to himself, "I can stand anything but this. My
child's tears overcome me, overmaster me. I cannot see him sick and sad and sobbing,
without pitying him."

Oh, some of you have sons and daughters of your own! And when you see that sick
child of yours crying with pain, why, you would spend all you have, if you could but get
some doctor that would make him well again."Like as a father pities his children, so the Lord
pities them that fear Him." And that means all those who hope in His mercy, for they are
put, as I told you, in the text in the same category as those who fear Him. Your Father's eye
is upon you and He pities those tears, sighs and cries of yours—He loves you and He means
to bless you!

Now, I want to say to you Believers here, something similar to what I said at this
morning's service. I wish that all the members of this Church were more on the alert after
those who are beginning to hope in God's mercy. Some are. I cannot find much fault with
you. You are my joy and crown—and sometimes I boast—I hope in no wrong way, of
theearnestness of many in this Church! But make me not ashamed of this, my boasting, as
some might well do, who are cold and careless about the souls of men. Do you know there
are lost ones round about you, lost ones about whom you seem to have no concern, though,
according to Christ's Law, they are your brethren, your neighbors? What a sad, sad story it
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is that we have lately been seeing in the newspapers every day—a gentleman lost, rewards
offered, the police searching— but he is lost! A hat found. Some sort of clue given. But he
is lost! How must the parent hearts break! How must friends, day by day, feel life a burden
till they know what has become of him! He is lost! He is lost! Ah, but the loss of a man for
this life, though it is a very heavy blow, is nothing compared with the loss of a soul! Ah,
Mother, you have got a child who is lost. Ah, Husband, you have got a wife who is lost! Ah,
Wife, your husband is lost! And have you never advertised for him? Have you never sought
him? God knows where he is! Have you never gone to God and said, "Seek him and find
him"? Have you never enlisted the Great Soul-Finder's aid, who came into the world, "to
seek and to save that which was lost"?

Are you quite careless about it, whether your servants, your neighbors, your husbands,
your wives, your children shall be lost forever or not? Then am I ashamed of you! And angels
are ashamed of you! And God's living people are ashamed of you! And Christ Himself may
well be ashamed of you, that you have no care for those whom you ought to love!

I do trust that this is not the case with us, but that we do anxiously desire that lost ones
should be saved. Come, then, I want you to look up those who are beginning to seek Christ!
And when you have done that, and have found them out, then I want you to seek after those
who are notseeking Christ. I do not think there ought to be a person come within these four
walls, into these galleries, or on the area, but shall be attacked, for his good, by someone or
other, before the whole assembly is scattered! Surely you might find a way of putting some
question, kindly and affectionately—not rudely—but respectfully, so that if T have been the
means in any way of making a little impression on their souls, you may follow it up by per-
sonal dealing! If I have put in the nail of the Truth of God a little way, you may give it a
heavy blow and drive it in deeper—and God grant that the Holy Spirit may clinch the nail
so that it may never be drawn out!

Oh, my Hearers, we must have you saved! We cannot go on much longer with some of
you as you are because you yourselves will not go on much longer as you are! We have been
rather free for the last few weeks from deaths and departures, but do not think that we shall
be free from them long! In the ordinary course of nature, as those who calculate the averages
of human life will tell you, a certain proportion of a great multitude like this—some 6,000
and more—must soon die. There is no chance about whether we shall or not—we must.
Now, who shall it be? Who shall stand before his God? To whose ears will the ringing
trumpet of the archangel sound? For whom shall the funeral bell be tolled? Over whom shall
it be said, "Ashes to ashes, dust to dust"? Since we know not to whom the summons may
come, may this be the command to all, "Consider your ways and prepare to meet your God."
Oh, that you might prepare this very night, and seek unto the Lord with full purpose of
heart! And this is the promise, "He that seeks, finds; he that asks, receives and to him that
knocks, it shall be opened."
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EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON: PSALM139.

This is a Psalm we can never read too often. It will be to us one of the greatest safeguards
against sin if we have its teaching constantly before our mind's eyes. The teaching of this
Psalm is simply this, "You, God, see me."

Verse 1. O Lord, You have searched me, and known me. You have looked into my most
secret part. The most intricate labyrinths of my spirit are all observed by You. You have not
searched and yet been unable to discover the secret of my nature, but You have searched
me and known me. Your search has been an efficient one. You have read the secrets of my
soul.

2. You know my sitting down andmy rising up, You understand my thoughts afar of.
It is a common enough thing to sit down and to rise up and I, myself, oftentimes scarcely
know why I do the one or the other, but You know and understand all. "You understand
my thoughts afar off." My heart forms a thought that never comes to a word or an act, but
You not only perceive it, but You translate it! You understand my thoughts.

3. You compass my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. I
am surrounded by You as by a ring of observers.

4. For there is not a word on my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, You know it altogether. Not
only the words on my tongue, but those that slumber in my tongue, the unspoken words,
You know them perfectly and altogether!

5. You have beset me behind and before, and laid Your hand upon mm. Your Presence
amounts to actual contact. You not only see, but touch, like the physician who does not
merely look at the wound, but by-and-by comes to probe it. So do You probe my wounds
and see the deeps of my sins.

6. 7. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me! It is high, I cannot attain unto it. Where
shall T go from Your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from Your Presence? It seems as if the first
impulse was to fly away from a God whose attributes were so lofty. "Twas but a transient
impression, yet David words it so.

8, 10. If I ascend up into Heaven, You are there: if I make my bed in Hell, behold, You
are there. If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even
there shall Your hand lead me, and Your right hand shall hold m. How swift he supposes
his flight to be, as swift as the light, for he borrows the wings of the morning—and yet the
hand of God was controlling his destiny even then! As Watts rhymes it—

"If mounted on the morning ray, I fly beyond the western sea, Your swifter hand should
first arrive, And there arrest Your fugitive." 11, 12. If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover
me, even the night shall be light about me. Yes, the darkness hides not from You, but the
night shines as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to You. For, mystery of
mysteries, and more wondrous still, You not only observe, but You always have observed!
And You have not only observed my well-formed being and my visible life, but before I had
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abeing, You did observe what I should be, and when I was yet in embryo, Your all-observing
eyes watched me.

13-16. For You have possessed my reins: You have covered me in my mother's womb.
I will praise You; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are Your works: and
that my soul knows right well My substance was not hid from You when I was made in
secret and curiously worked in the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes did see my substance,
yet being not perfect, and in Your Book all my members were written, which in continuance
were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.In so vivid a manner does our holy
poet sing of the Omniscience of God with regard to our creation. Before we had breath He
formed and fashioned us.

17. How precious also are Your thoughts unto me, O God! How great is the sum of
them!How many thoughts has God towards us! We cannot count them! And how kind are
those thoughts—we cannot estimate them—how precious, how great!

18. IfIshould count them, they are more in number than the sand. When I awake, I am
still with You. I suppose I had finished the tale, had counted up all Your thoughts to me and
then fell asleep. I should then but begin to count again, for You continue to thrust out
mercies from Your hands. My God, my numeration shall never overtake You, much less
my gratitude, and the service that is Your due!

19. Surely You will slay the wicked, O God: depart from me, therefore, you bloody men.
"Surely"—here is a solemn inference from the Omniscience of God—"surely You will slay
the wicked, O God." You have seen their wickedness. They have committed their wickedness
in Your Presence. You will need no witnesses, no jury! You are all in one! Are You not the
Judge of all the earth, and shall You not do right? "Surely You will destroy the wicked, O
God." Then I desire not to have those in my company who are condemned criminals and
are soon to be executed. "Depart from me, therefore, you bloody men." See how this sets
David upon purging his company and keeping himself clean in his associations, since God,
who sees all, and will surely punish, would hold it to be evil on the part of His servant to be
found associating with rebellious men?

20-22. For they speak against You wickedly, and Your enemies take Your name in vain.
Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate You? And am not I grieved with those that rise up
against You? I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them my enemies. We are bound to
love our own enemies, but not God's enemies, since they are haters of all that isgood and
all that is true—and the essentially Good One, Himself. We love them as our fellow beings,
but we hate them as haters of God.

23, 24. Search me, O God, andknow my heart: try me, and knnowmy thoughts. Andsee
if there are any wicked ways in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
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Preparation for the Lord's Supper

(No. 3391)

A SERMON PUBLISHED ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 1914.

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

"Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink ofthat cup.” 1
Corinthians 11:28.

"Let a man examine himself." That is, any man—every man who intends to eat of that
bread and drink of that cup. The word is indefinite that it may be understood to be universal.
No man is to come to that Table, no woman is to draw near without the previous self-exam-
ination. No age will excuse us, for there have been aged hypocrites, as well as young deceivers.
No office will exonerate us from this examination, for there was a Judas even among the
Apostles. The highest degree in the Church of God may consist with the most rotten form-
ality. We are to examine ourselves each time we come. Each man is to do so. No one is to
shirk the personal duty. Everyone is to undertake it as in the sight of God. Brothers and
Sisters, you members of the Church about to come around this Table, give heed to the
mandate of the Holy Spirit, by the inspired Apostle! "Let each one here examine himself,
and so let him eat of this bread."

"Let a man examine himself." The word is forcible. Let him make inquisition into his
own soul as to whether all is right or not. Let him search diligently, tracing out every
symptom that looks unfavorable, if, perhaps, that symptom may reveal the truth. Let him
dwell upon every dark side or ill-looking spot, if, perhaps, those dark signs should mean
more than is apparent on the surface. We are not to trifle with ourselves by making a super-
ficial survey. Let a man examine himself as does the dealer in precious metals when he
thrusts the ore into the fire, knowing that only the gold will come out, while the dross will
be consumed. Put yourself into a crucible! Heat the furnace of examination seven times
hotter than before, for since your heart will, if possible, escape from knowing the truth, be
resolved that it shall know it, and the worst of it, too! Let a man review, test, prove, search,
try! In all the strongest words that I could find that mean the fullest scrutiny, would I put
the language of the Apostle, "Let a man examine himself."

"Let a man examine himself" He need not be so particular to examine those that surround
him. If there should be unworthy communicants at the Table, his communing will not
thereby be damaged. Though some may have intruded where they ought not to be, yet if
your heart and mind shall come near to Christ in actual fellowship, we shall not have the
less indulgence from our Lord because a Judas happened to be there. "Let a man examine
himself." Let it be personal work. I know there is an examination through which the Church
member among us passes, when such as are experienced in the faith ask, "What do you know
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of these things? What is your faith touching this and that? Have you believed? Have you
repented?” Such an examination, however, must never content you. I pray you never feel
that it is any certificate of genuine discipleship to have been seen by the Elders, or to have
had the pastor satisfied of your conversion. We are poor, fallible creatures—we cannot
profess to search the heart—no, we never did profess it! It is but your outward life and your
profession that we are called upon to judge at all. You must not go by our examination, but,
"Let a man examine himself." You are to look into your own heart, with your own eyes and
ask to have them enlightened by the Holy Spirit! You are to hold the balance, yourselves,
and weigh your soul therein. You are not to be satisfied with a second-hand judgment, or
with another man's search! Take the candle yourself, Man! Go through every corner and
every crevice. Sweep out the old leaven and so keep the feast in simplicity of heart. "Let a
man examine himself."

"Andso," says the Apostle, "let him eat of that bread."” That is to say, the examination is
to be seasonable. It is to come always at the time of the eating of the bread and the drinking
of the wine. It should always be the prelude to communion. Examination should preface
enjoyment. You should see whether you ought to be there and have a right to be there and,
that ascertained, then you should come—but not till then! Is it not a very significant circum-
stance that the very first time our Lord took the bread and broke it, and instituted this
Supper, there was at that very time a selfexamination going on—and they then made an
appeal to the Lord, Himself, at the conclusion, for each one said, when the question was
asked as to who it was that would betray Him, "Lord, is it I?" "Lord, is it I?"—not at all an
unsuitable question to be passed round tonight, when we shall break bread, and hear it said,
"One of you will betray Me." Ah, Brothers and Sisters, I fear there are many more than one
here among professors who will betray Him! Perhaps there are scores, if not hundreds,
among so large a mass of professing Christians who will not prove, after all, to be genuine!
Then let the question, though it stirs the anguish of your souls, pass round among you,
"Lord, is it I?" "Lord, is it I?" Nor let any man eat of this bread, or drink of this cup till he
has humbly in his soul sought to put it to his conscience, that he may investigate this matter
whether he is Christ's or not!

Now, dear Brothers and Sisters, for a few minutes we shall look at the matter about
which we are to examine ourselves. And then we shall press upon you this examination, by
giving you a few reasons for it May God grant us a blessing in this searching business!

I. CONCERNING WHAT WE ARE TO EXAMINE.

You will observe that the text does not tell us, "Let a man examine himself as to this or
that particular, and so let him eat.” He is to examine himself, but the Apostle does not say
about what. The inference is that he is to examine himself about this Supper. He is to examine
himself as to whether he has a right to eat of this bread and to drink of this wine. The Supper
gives us the clue, then, as to what we are to examine ourselves upon. I shall see before me,

48



Sermon 3391. Preparation for the Lord's Supper

presently, broken bread and the wine cup filled with the red wine. These two things are the
emblems—the bread of the body of Christ, which was bruised and made to suffer for our
sake—the wine of that precious blood of Christ by which sin is pardoned and souls are re-
deemed.

I have no right to touch these emblems unless in my soul I believe the facts that they
represent Shall I not begin to question myself, then? Do I accept, as a certain fact that the
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us? Do I believe that God descended from the highest
Throne of Glory and became a Man born of woman? Do I believe that He suffered in human
flesh, the Just for the unjust, to bring us to God? Do I believe that in His blood, which was
“shed for many," there is a virtue for the putting away of sin and making Atonement to
Almighty God, and that so sinners may be accepted in the Beloved? Unless I believe these
things, I am clearly a hypocrite, a terrible hypocrite, if I dare to come to this Table at all! I
am perverse among the perverse to thrust myself in to touch the emblems when I do not
accept the facts which those emblems set forth! Now, every man here can easily examine
himself by that test, but I hope the most of us here would say, "We do believe those facts."
Yes, but do you believe them as facts that are forcible in themselves and fraught with con-
sequences? Do you apprehend them in their amazing weight and their stupendous bearing
upon the judgment of God and the destiny of men? God made flesh—God Incarnate—Jesus,
Immanuel, suffering to put away the sins of His people—The Christ of God presenting sal-
vation to every soul that trusts in Him! Why, this is news such as never stirred even Paradise,
itself, before! It is the best, highest and most wondrous news that angels ever heard! We
ought to so hear and accept these facts in that same spirit that characterized them when
they transpired, in order to duly discern their importance, or we have no right to come here!

Furthermore, Brothers and Sisters. Every man who eats of the bread and drinks of the
wine sets forth in emblem by the eating of the bread that the flesh of Christ is his, and by
the drinking of the wine that the blood of Christ is his. Because he has possession of these
things, he, therefore, comes to eat as men eat their own bread, or to drink as men drink their
own wine. Now, dear Hearer, the question asked of you is this—Have you an interest in the
body and the blood of Christ? "How can I know my interest therein?" asks one. You may
know it thus—Do you fully and alone rely upon Jesus Christ for your salvation? Do you
implicitly trust the merits of His agonies? Do you, without any other confidence, cast
yourself fully upon the great atoning Sacrifice and transactions of Calvary? If so, that faith
gives you Christ! It is the evidence that Christ is yours—you need not be afraid to come and
take the wine when you so manifestly have the thing that is signified thereby. You may
come—you are invited to come—you cannot stay away without sin if Christ, indeed, is
yours!

The question may assume another form. This Supper was instituted that we might re-
member Christ in it. A question, then, for each one—Can you remember Christ? Will
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coming here help you to remember Jesus Christ? If not, you must not come. How can you
remember what you do not know? And how shall you remember at all aright, One in whom
you have no part nor lot? To remember Christ as a mere person in history is of no more use
than to remember Julius Cesar, or

Napoleon Bonaparte! To remember Christ, who loved you and gave Himself for
you—this is the choice remembrance that will be beneficial to your spirits. Beloved, I am
quite certain that sometimes in what is called, "the Sacrament," there is little or no recollection
of Christ. Men and women come to it with no idea of remembering Him. They think that
there is something in the thing, itself—some holiness in eating the bread and drinking the
wine—some Grace bestowed by the priestly hands that administer the emblems of the Pas-
sion. But oh, it is not so! This is not to receive the Lord's Supper—this is but Popish idolatry!
This is not the true worship of the child of God! You come to the Table to remember Him!
And only as far as those signs help you to remember Him—to trust Him, to love Him—only
so far do they become a means of Grace to you! There is no latent moral virtue in material
substances! No regeneration lurks in water! No confirmation in Grace streams from prelatic
hands! There is no sanctity in lawn sleeves! There is no holiness in bread and nothing devout
in wine! These are just outward and visible signs. The holiness, the sanctity, the Grace must
lie in your own hearts as you lovingly receive these symbols and draw near with true spirits
to the Lord who bought you with His blood! Ask yourselves, then—do you remember Him?
Would these things help you to remember Him? If not, you have no business here.

It may be that some child of God here tonight is not fit to come to the Table. You may
be startled, perhaps, at that remark, but I venture to suppose such a thing possible! And if
it should happen to turn out to be the case, I pray that Brother or Sister to take the admon-
ition home! Is there any Brother whom you have offended, whose forgiveness you have not
sought, or is there anyone who has offended you, to whom you have not rendered forgiveness?
I think that what our Lord said about coming to the altar and leaving the gift before the altar
until first we have been reconciled to our brother—though this is no altar at all—may be
with all righteousness supposed concerning this Table! How can you expect fellowship with
Christ with an unforgiving heart? How can you love God, whom you have not seen, if you
do not love your brother, whom you have seen? If it is so hard for you to forgive, how hard
will it be for you to be forgiven? An unforgiving spirit shuts you out of Heaven. Why, Man,
you cannot even perform the lowliest act—you cannot pray! You, cannot say, "Forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us." And if you cannot pray, much
less can you commune! Oh, see to that, and let each man and woman examine themselves
upon that!

In pressing this subject upon you, may I be permitted to say, very earnestly, that the
right way to examine ourselves before coming to this Table is by the rule which is laid down
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in Scripture. Examine yourselves by the tests and proofs of the Spirit which are spoken of
in God's Word. Just as you would examine another, impartially—

"Nothing extenuate, Nor anything set down in malice"— so must you examine yourselves.
Alas, we have one rule for others and another rule for ourselves! How mistakenly quick-
sighted are we to discover the imperfections and infirmities of others of God's people, while
our own glaring sins scarcely give our conscience a twinge! We go about with great beams
in our eyes, all the while wondering why our Brothers and Sisters cannot see the mote that
is in theirs! Judge yourselves! Judge yourselves and let the severity of your judgment upon
your fellow Christians be now turned upon yourselves! It will be much more to your profit
and much more according to the rules of Christian charity. God grant we may, none of us,
be afraid of the strictest rules of Scripture in their sternest form. Alas, Brothers and Sisters,
we often stop short in our self-examinations just when they might be of use to us, like the
patient who tears off the plaster just when it begins to work, or ceases to receive the medicine
precisely when it has reached a point in which it would be useful! Press home, press home,
the grave questions and anxieties that lurk within you! Never be afraid to be probed to the
quick and to be cut to the core. Make no provision for self-deception! Ask the Lord to lay
bare your hearts, right bare, before His Omniscient eyes. And as you are thus examining,
do not flinch, do not mince matters, do not trifle, do not be partial, but judge yourselves
truly and thoroughly, lest, after all, you should be mistaken! And lest, after coming to this
Table, you should be banished from the Marriage Supper of the Lamb!

Thus much upon the points which are in debate—about which we are to examine our
fitness to come to this Table. Allow me now, as best I can—

II. TO PRESS THIS VERY IMPORTANT SUBJECT UPON YOU, WITH SOME
REASONS WHY THERE

SHOULD BE SUCH A SELF-EXAMINATION.

I might say, Brothers and Sisters, that such an examination should be used because self-
knowledge is always valuable. The old Greeks, whose wonderful sayings often verged upon
Inspiration, used to say, "Man, know yourself!" It is ill for a man to be acquainted with foreign
countries and to know nothing of his own—to understand other men's farms and to let his
own run to waste—to be conversant with other men's health and to be dying of a secret
disease! To study other men's characters, but to allow his own character to be obnoxious in
the sight of God. Know yourselves! Nothing will pay you better than to search your own
hearts and to know yourselves. Of all stock-taking, this is one of the most beneficial. It will
often be the death of pride when a man finds out what he really is. Self-righteousness will
fly before such a searching, as owls fly before the rising sun! Know yourself and you are on
the road to knowing Christ, for the knowledge of self will humble you, will make you feel
your need of Jesus and may, in the hands of God the Holy Spirit, lead you to the finding of
the Savior! Oh, Men and Women, how is it that you have so many acquaintances, such a
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large circle of friends and yet do not make acquaintance with yourselves? While you will
read much of literature, you read not your own hearts! You commune with others, yet you
commune not with yourselves and do not know yourselves. I pray you examine yourselves,
if for no other reason than because such lore is among the most precious that a man can
gain!

Examine yourselves, again, you professed Christians, because it is a marvelously easy
thing for us to be deceived and to continue to be deceived. Of course, every man likes to be
flattered. Whether he believes it is so or not, this is a universal truth, and any man—I care
not who he may be—is very easily to be persuaded that all is right with him. Satan, too, will
help your natural tendencies, your partiality to yourselves. He only wishes to lull you to
sleep and to rock you in the cradle of delusion. All things around a man conspire to help
him to delude himself. The notion of Grace which is commonly entertained, the popularity
of religion, the ease with which a man can join a church, the littleness of persecution in
these days—all these things help to make it a very easy passage by which a man may glide
along, until even when he dies he may still believe that he is on the road to Heaven, while
all the while he has been going post-haste to Hell! Oh, since it is so easy to be deceived, and
it is your soul that is in jeopardy, I beseech you examine yourselves!

Besides, my dear Friends, you know how some are deceived. Charge your memories a
minute. Do you not know some among your own acquaintance that are deceived? Ah, you
readily remember them! But do you know that there were persons sitting in other parts of
the Tabernacle who were thinking ofyouwhile you were thinking of them! You said of such
aone, "Ah, [ have watched her at home. I know that noisy tongue of hers, she is no Christian."
And that very woman was just whispering to herself, "Ah, I know him. I have traded at his
shop. I know those short weights of his—he is no Christian." Ah, you do not want God to
condemn you—if you were only allowed to speak, you would condemn yourselves! But if
such is the case, that we so readily can find out that others are deceived, is not the question
one that is worth the asking, "May we not be deceived, ourselves?" Oh, let it come home.
May not the preacher be deceived? May not Elders and deacons, who have been in honor
these many years, be, nevertheless, rotten at heart? May not members of this Church who
have been at this Table from the very beginning, almost from their childhood have, after
all, had but a superficial godliness that will not stand the fire, that shall try every man's work,
of what sort it is? Therefore, I beseech you, since many are deceived, examine yourselves
and so come to this Table.

Further, remember that it is important for professing Christians to do this, beyond all
others, because, perhaps, there is no greater bar to the reception of Grace in all this world
than the belief that you have Grace already. It were a mercy if some here present had never
joined the Church. Sad that I should say it, but it is so. It were a mercy to themselves that
they had never professed to be Christians, because now, if we preach repentance, they say,
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"I repented years ago." If we talk of faith in the Savior, they say, "I have faith—I joined the
Church and avowed my faith." If we speak of Christian knowledge—they have Christian
knowledge—though it is the knowledge that puffs up. They have the imitation of all the
Graces and, as it is sometimes very difficult to know which is the real gem and which is the
paste gem that imitates it, so these people live so much like Christians, in many respects,
that it is hard even for themselves to discover that they are not rich and increased in goods,
but are naked, and poor, and miserable! If I were out of Christ, I would wish to be out of
the Church. If I had no faith in Him, would that I had no profession of Him! If there is any
soul in any place that is least likely to be saved, it is an unregenerate soul inside the Church,
participating in Christian ordinances and dead while it lives! Search yourselves, then on this
account.

And let me add another solemn word. Search yourselves because within a short time,
at the very longest, you wiil be upon the bed of death and there, if not before, there wiil be
deep searching of heart. When the outward man decays andthe flesh is melting away, you
will need something more than profession to lean on. Sacraments, and going to places of
worship will prove but poor things to bear you up in the midst of the billows of death! How
must a man feel when he puts out on that dread sea with his lifebelt and finds it will not
bear his weight! When he leaps into his lifeboat that he had hoped would bear him safely
to the haven, and finds that every timber is strained and that it leaks—and he sinks into the
flood. Oh, find out your mistakes while yet there is time to rectify them! I beseech you by
the living God, whose face of fire you shall soon see, prepare yourselves for His judgment
as well as for the judgment of your own conscience in the hour of death, for every man must
be weighed in the balance! No mere pretender shall pass the gates of bliss. Destitute of faith,
it matters not how bright your profession—you shall be banished from His Presence! If it
is not Grace-work and heart-work, you may have eaten or drunk in His Presence and He
may have taught in your streets, but He will never know you! If you have never confessed
your sins in secret to the great High Priest. If you have never laid your hand upon that pre-
cious head that bore the sin of His elect. If you have never seen in solemn transfer your
iniquities passed over to Him—and if your faith has never recognized that transaction and
rejoiced in it—oh, beware, beware, beware, for in the last tremendous day your professions
shall be but a painted pageantry for you to go to Hell in! Yes, worse than that, among the
tirewood of your burning that shall flash most furiously with devouring fire, will be the
hollow sticks of your base profession, your bastard godliness, your counterfeit graces, your
glitter that was not golden, your profession that was not based upon possession!

Oh, dear Brothers and Sisters, for these reasons let a man examine himself, and so let
him eat of this bread.

But now, supposing this to be all done and we have come to this answer, "I am not in
Christ. I am not a Christian. I have not believed"? Then, away, away, away from this Table!
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But where shall I send you? I will send you to the Cross. Though you may not come to the
Table, you may come to Jesus!

But suppose your answer should be, "I am very unworthy and sinful, but still, I have
believed in Jesus, though I yet see much in myself that is evil." Dear Brothers and Sisters,
that is not the question! Preparation for the Lord's Supper does not lie in perfect sanctifica-
tion, but in true faith in Jesus! If, then, you have made sure of this, have done with the ex-
amination—I mean for tonight—because after you have examined yourself, it does not then
say, "Keep on," but, "So let him eat," and I do not like that examination to stick in the throat
so that you cannot digest the dainty morsels of the Savior's precious body. It is done! You
have examined and you know Him! You have believed in Him and trusted that He is able
to keep you. Now, then, take care that you eat! I mean not merely eat with the mouth and
drink with the throat, but now take care to pray that you may have real fellowship with the
Incarnate God, gratefully magnifying the Grace that has made you to differ and cheerfully
accepting the precious Person who is the ground of your reliance, of the life of your soul!

God grant you now, having passed the door and shown your entrance ticket as true
Christians, to sit and eat bread in the Kingdom of God!

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON: MATTHEW 6:1-24; 1 CORINTHIANS 3:1-16.

Verse 1. Take heed that you do not do your alms before men, to be seen of them: other-
wise you have no reward of your Father which is in Heavei.. The motive which leads a man
to give will form the true estimate of what he does. If he gives to be seen of men, then when
he is seen of men he has the reward he sought for—and he will never have any other. Let us
never do our alms or good works before men, to be seen of them.

2-5. Therefore when you do your alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypo-
crites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say
unto you, They have their reward. But when you do alms, let not your left hand know what
your right hand does, that your alms may be in secret: and your Father which sees in secret,
shall Himself reward you openly. And when you pray, you shall not be as the hypocrites
are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that
they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward I have heard very
great commendation given to certain Easterns, because at the hour of the rising of the sun,
or the hour when the sound is heard from the summit of the mosque, wherever they may
be, they put themselves in the posture of prayer. God forbid I should rob them of any credit
they deserve, but far be it from us ever to imitate them! We are not to be ashamed of our
prayers, but they are not things for the public street! They are intended for God's eyes and
God's ears, only.

6, 7. But you, when you pray, enter into your closet and when you have shut your door,
pray to your Father which is in secret; and your Father, which sees in secret, shall reward
you openly. But when you pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think
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they shall be heard for their much speaking. It is not very easy to repeat the same words often
without it becoming a vain repetition. A repetition, however, is not forbidden, but a "vain"
repetition. And how greatly do they err who measure prayers by the yard! They think they
have prayed so much because they have prayed so long, whereas it is the work of the
heart—the true pouring out of the desire before God—that is the thing to be looked at.
Quality not quantity! Truth, not length. Oftentimes the shortest prayers have the most
prayer in them.

8, 9. Be not you, therefore, like they: for your Father knows what things you have need
of before you ask Him. After this manner therefore pray you.And then He gives us a model
of prayer which never can be excelled—containing all the parts of devotion. They do well
who model their prayers upon this.

9-13 OurFather which are in Heaven, Hallowedbe Yourname. Yourkingdom come.
Your willbe done in earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. Our Savior
now makes a remark upon this prayer and on one particular part of it which has stumbled
a great many.

14, 15. For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive
you. But if you forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your tres-
passes. There are some who have altered this and pray in this fashion, "Forgive us our debts
as we desire to forgive our debtors." It will not do! You will have to desire God to forgive
you, and desire in vain if you pray in that fashion! It must come to this point of literal, im-
mediate, completed forgiveness of every offense committed against you if you expect God
to forgive you. There is no wriggling out of it. The man who refuses to forgive, refuses to
be forgiven! God grant that we may, none of us, tolerate malice in our hearts. Anger glances
in the bosom of wise men—it only burns in the heart of the foolish. May we quench it and
feel that we do freely, fully and heartily forgive, knowing that we are forgiven!

16. Moreover when you fast, be not as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they
disfigure their faces that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have
their reward.Simpletons praise them—think much of them—and they plume themselves
thereon and think themselves the very best of men. They have their reward.

17, 18. But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that you appear
not unto men to fast, but unto your Father which is in secret, and your Father, which sees
in secret, shall reward you openly. Yet have I heard persons speak of certain emaciated ec-
clesiastics as being such wonderfully holy men. "How they must have fasted! They look like
it. You can see it in their faces.” Probably much more likely produced by a fault in their di-
gestion, than by anything else! And if not—if we are to suppose that the skinniness of a man,
his person, is to be the token of his holiness—then the living skeleton was a saint to perfec-
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tion! But we are not beguiled by such follies as these. The Christian fasts but he takes care
that no one shall know it. He wears no ring or token even when his heart is heavy. Full often
he puts on a cheerful air, lest by any means he should communicate unnecessary sorrow to
others! And he will be cheerful and happy in the midst of company, to prevent their being
sad, for it is enough for him to be sad, himself, and sad before his Father's face.

19-21. Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust corrupt,
and where thieves break through and steal But lay up for yourselves treasures in Heaven,
where neither moth nor rust corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal For
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. There is many a way of sending your
treasure before you to Heaven. God's poor are His money-boxes—His bankers. You can
pass your treasure over to Heaven by their means. And the work of evangelizing the world
by the labors of God's servants in the ministry of the Gospel —you can help this, also. There
is much need for your plenty. Thus also you can pass your treasure over into the King's bank
and your heart will follow it! I have heard of one who said his religion did not cost him a
shilling a year— and it was remarked that very probably it would have been expensive at
the price. You will find people form a pretty accurate estimate of the value of their own re-
ligion by the proportion which they are prepared to sacrifice for it.

22. The light of the body is the eye. If, therefore, your eye is single. If your motive is
single—if you have only one motive—and that a right one—the master one of glorifying
God—if your eye is single.

22, 23. Your whole body shall be full of light. But if your eye is evil, your whole body
shall be full of darkness. If, therefore, the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that
darkness/When a man's highest motive is himself, what a dark and selfish nature he has!
But when his highest motive is his God, what brightness of light will shine upon all.

24. No man can serve two masters. He can serve two persons very readily. For that
matter, he can serve twenty, but not two masters. There cannot be two master principles in
a man's heart, or master passions in a man's soul. "No man can serve two masters."

24. For either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one,
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammoi.. Though some men's lives are
a long experiment of how far they can serve the two.

1 CORINTHIANS 3:1-16

Verse 1. Andl, brethren, couldnot speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal,
even as unto babes in Christ The Church at Corinth consisted of persons of large education
and great abilities. It was one of those churches that had given up the one-man system,
where everybody talked as he liked—a very knowing Church, and a Church of Christians,
too. But for all that, Christian babies! And though they thought themselves to be so great,
yet the Apostle says that he never spoke to them as to spiritual men—he kept to the simple
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elements—regarding the carnal part as being too much in them as yet to be able to drink
down spiritual things.

2. Ihave fed you with milk, andnot with meat: for up to nowyou were not able to bear
it, neither yet now are you abl. How grateful we ought to be that there is milk and that this
milk does feed the soul—that the simplest Truths of Christianity contain in them all that
the soul needs—just as milk is a diet upon which the body could be sustained without any-
thing else. Yet how we ought to desire to grow that we may not always be upon a milk diet
but that we may be able to digest the strong meat—the high Doctrine of the deep things of
God. These are for men, not for babes. Let the babes be thankful for the milk, but let us aspire
to be strong men that we may feed on meat.

3. For you are yet carnal: for where as there is among you envying, and strife, and divi-
sions, are you not carnal and walk as men? A united Church, you may conclude, is a growing
Church—perhaps a grown Church! But a disunited Church, split up into factions where
every man is seeking position and trying to be noted—such a Church is a Church of babes.
They are carnal and walk as men.

4. For while one says, I am of Paul: and another, I am of Apollos, are you not car-
nalllnstead of that, they should all have striven together for the defense of the common faith
of Jesus Christ. No greater symptom of mere infancy in true religion than the setting up of
the names of leaders or the preference for this or that peculiar form of Doctrine, instead of
endeavoring to grasp the whole of the Truth of God wherever one can find it.

5.6. Who, then, is Paul? And who is Apollos but ministers by whom you believed, even
as the Lordgave to every man? I have planted, Apollos watered: but God gave the increase.
Let God, then, have all the glory! Be grateful for the planter and grateful for the waterer, yes,
and grateful to them as well. But still, let the stress of your gratitude be given to Him without
whom watering and planting would be in vain!

7, 8. So then neither is he that plants anything, neither he that waters, but God that gives
the increase. Now he that plants and he that waters are one.They are pursuing the same
design! And Apollos and Paul were one in heart. They were true servants of one Master.

8, 9. And every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labor. For we
are laborers together with God: you are God's husbandry, you are God's building. The
Church is built up. God is He who builds it up—the Master of the work, but He employs
His ministers under Him to be builders.

10-13. According to the Grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise master builder,
Thave laid the foundation, and another builds thereon. But let every man take heed how he
builds thereupon. For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid which is Jesus Christ.
Now if any man builds upon this foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;
every man's work shall be made manifest. For the day shall declare it because it shall be re-
vealed by fire; and the fire shall try every mans work, of what sort it isIt is very easy to build
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up a Church quickly. It is very easy to make a great excitement in religion and become very
famous as a soul-winner. Very easy. But time tries everything! If there were no other fire
than the mere fire of time, it would suffice to test a man's work. And when a church crumbles
away almost as soon as it is got together—when a church declines from the Doctrines which
it professed to hold, when the teaching of the eminent teacher is proved, after all, to have
been fallacious and to have been erroneous in practical results, then what he has built comes
to nothing! Oh, dear Friends, what little we do, we ought to aspire to do for eternity. If you
shall never lay the brush to the canvas but once, make an indelible stroke with it! If only
one work of sort shall come from the statuary's workshop, let it be something that will live
all down the ages! But we are in such a mighty hurry—we make a lot of things that die with
us—transient results. We are not careful enough as to what we build with. May God grant
that this truth may sink into our minds! Let us remember that if it is hard building with
gold and silver, and harder still building with precious stones, yet what is built will stand
the fire! It is easy building with wood—and still easier with hay and stubble—but then there
will be only a handful of ashes left of a whole lifework if we build with these.

14-15. If any man's work abides which he has built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.
If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss, but he himself shall be saved; yet so
as by fire. If he meant right—if he endeavored to serve God as a worker, though he may
have uttered many errors and have been mistaken—(and which of us has not been?)— he
shall be saved, though his work must be burnt.

16. Know you not that you are the Temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in
you?Do you know it? He says, "Know you not?" but I might leave out the, "not," and say,
"Know you that you are the Temple of God?" What a wonderful fact it is! Within the body
of the saint, God dwells, as in a Temple. How some men injure their bodies or utterly despise
them, though they would not so do if they understood that they are the Temple of God and
that the Spirit of God dwells in them.
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Justification by Faith

(No. 3392)

A SERMON PUBLISHED ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1914.

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON, ON LORD'S DAY
EVENING, APRIL 28, 1867.

"Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ." Romans 5:1.

WE desire this evening not to preach upon this text as a mere matter of Doctrine. You
all believe and understand the Gospel of Justification by Faith, but we want to preach upon
it tonight as a matter of experience, as a thing realized, felt, enjoyed and understood in the
soul. I trust there are many here who not only know that men may be saved and justified
by faith, but who can say in their own experience, "Therefore, being justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ," and who are now, at the present mo-
ment, walking and living in the actual enjoyment of that peace!

Wishing to speak of the text, then, in this sense, I shall ask you to accompany me not
only with your ears and with the attention which you usually give so generously, but also
with the eyes of your self-examination, asking yourselves, as we proceed, step by step, "Do
I know that? Have I received that? Have I been taught of God in this matter? Have I been
led into that Truth of God?" And our hope will be that some person to whom these things
have hitherto been merely external and, therefore, valueless, may be led by God to get hold
of them, so that they may be matters of soul, heart and conscience—so that they may enjoy
them and find themselves where once they feared they would never be, namely, in a state
of reconciliation with God—happily enjoying peace with the Most High.

Our first thought shall be some plain, earnest talk concerning—

I. A FEW PRELIMINARY DISCOVERIES WHICH A MAN MAKES BEFORE HE
GETS PEACE WITH GOD.

These, I do not think, are by any means foreign to the text, or merely imported to it,
but belong rightfully to it. You see that Paul, before he came to this justification by faith,
had been speaking about sin. It would not have been possible for him to have given an intel-
ligent definition ofjustification without mentioning that men are sinners, without informing
them that they had broken God's holy Law and that the Law, by and of itself, could never
restore them to the favor of God. Now, some of these things of which I am going to speak
are absolutely necessary, if not to my sermon, yet certainly to your spiritually understanding
even so much as one jot or tittle of what it is to be justified by faith!

Well, then, what are these things? The first discovery that a man is led by the Spirit of
God to make before he is justified is that it is important to be justified in the sight of God.
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Many people do not know this. You shall step into a shop this evening and find a man at
the counter, and you say to him, "Well, do you never go to a place of worship?" "No," he

non

would say, "but I am quite as good as those who do." "How so?" "Well, I am a great deal
better than some of them." "How is that?" "Well, I never failed in business. I never duped
people in a limited liability company. I never told lies. I am no thief. I am not a drunk—I
am as honest as the days are long in the middle of June—and that is more than you can say
of some of your religious, people." Now, that man has got a hold of one part of a good man's
character. There are two parts, but he can only see one, namely, that man is to be just to
man. He sees that, but he does not see that man is to be also just to God. And yet if that man
were really to think a little while, he would see that the highest obligations of a creature must
be not to his fellow creatures, but to his Creator—and that however just a man may be to
another man, yet if he is altogether unjust to God, he cannot escape without the severest
penalty! But oh, the most of men think that so long as they keep the laws of the land, so long
as they give to their fellow men their due, it matters not though God's day should be a subject
of scorn, God's will be used as men will and God's Law trodden under their feet! Now, I
think that everyone here who will but put his fingers to his brow for a moment and think,
that he will see that even though a manmay go before the bar of his country and say before
any judge or jury, "I have in nothing injured my fellow man. I am just before men," yet it
does not make the man's character perfect. Unless he is also able to say, "And I am also just
before the Presence of the God who made me and whose servant I am," he has only kept
one half—and that the less important of God's Law for him.

It cannot help being—it must be important to the highest degree that you and I should
stand on good terms with the great God unto whom we shall so soon return in the Great
Day when He shall say, "Return you children of men." We must then render up our souls
to Him who created us. Well, you can surely go as far as that with me—that it is necessary.
You do feel, do you not, a desire in your heart to be just before your Maker? I am thankful
that you can go so far.

The next thing is this. A man, when the Spirit of God is bringing him to Christ, discovers
that his past life has been marred badly by serious offenses against the Law of God. Before
the Spirit of God comes into our soul, we are like being in a room in the dark—we cannot
see in it. We cannot discover the cobwebs, the spiders, the foul and loathsome things that
may be lurking there. But when the Spirit of God comes streaming into the soul, the man
is astonished to find that he is what he is! And especially if he sits down and opens the Book
of the Law and, in the light of the Divine Spirit, reads that perfect Law and compares it with
his own imperfect heart and life! He will then grow sick of himself, even to loathing and,
sometimes, despair! Take but one command. Perhaps there are some here who will say, "I
know I have been very chaste all my life, for the command says, 'You shall not commit
adultery,' and I have never broken it—I am clean there." Yes, but now hear Christ explain
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the command, "He that looks upon a woman to lust after her has committed adultery with
her already in his heart." Now, then, who among us can say that we have not done that?
Who is there upon earth, if that is the meaning of the command, who can say, "I am inno-
cent"? If the Law of God, as we are told by Scripture, has to deal not with our outward actions,
alone, but with our words, and with our thoughts and with our imaginations—if it is so ex-
ceedingly broad that it applies to the most secret part of a man—then who of us can plead
guiltless before the Throne of God? No, dear Brothers and Sisters, this must be understood
by you and by me, before we can be justified, that we are full of sin! What if I say that we
are as full of sin as an egg is full of meat? We are all sin! The imagination and the thought
of our heart is evil and only evil, and that continually. If some of you plume yourselves with
the notion that you are righteous, I pray God to pluck those fine feathers off you and make
you see yourselves, for if you never see your own nothingness, you will never understand
Christ's All-Sufficiency! Unless you are pulled down, Christ will never lift you up! Unless
you know yourselves to be lost, you will never care for that Savior who came "to seek and
to save the lost." That is a second discovery, then, that it is important to be just before God,
but that on account of the spirituality of God's moral Law and our consequent inability to
keep it perfectly, we are very far from standing in that position.

Then there comes another discovery, namely, that consequently it is utterly impossible
for us to hope that we ever can be just before God on the footing of our own doing. We
must give it up, now, as an utterly lost case. The past is past—that can never be blotted out
by us! And the present, inasmuch as we are weak through the flesh, is not much better than
the past. And the future, notwithstanding all our fond hopes of improvement, will probably
be none the better! And so, salvation by the works of the Law becomes to us a dreary im-
possibility! The Law said, "Cursed is everyone that continues not in all things written in the
Book of the Law, to do them." I was conversing on one occasion with one of our most illus-
trious Jewish noblemen. And when I put to him the question—he believed himself to be
perfectly righteous, and I believe if any man could be so by his moral conduct, he might
have fairly laid claim to it—but when I said to him, "Now, there is your own Law for it,
'Cursed is everyone that continues not in all things written in the Book of the Law, to do
them'—have you continued in all things?" He said, "T have not." "Then," and I found that to
be a question for which he, at any rate, had no answer—and it is a question, which, when
properly understood, no man can answer except by pointing to the Cross of Christ and
saying, "He was made a curse for us that we might be made a blessing." Unless you and I
keep the Law of God perfectly, it matters little how near we get to perfection! It is as though
God had committed to our trust a perfect crystal vase and had said, "If you keep that whole,
and present it to me, you shall have a reward." But we have cracked it, chipped it—ah, my
Brothers and Sisters, the most of us have broken it and smashed it to pieces! But we will
suppose that we have only cracked it a little. Yes, but even then we have lost the reward, for

61



Sermon 3392. Justification by Faith

the condition was that it should be perfectly whole—and the slightest chip is a violation of
the condition upon which the reward would have been given! But you say that you will not
break it farther. But you have broken it! You have thrown yourselves outof the list. It
sometimes seems hard when you tell people that if they have violated the Law in one point,
they have broken the whole of it—but it is not so hard as it looks to be, for if I tell a man
who is going down a coal mine on a long chain that if he breaks one link of the chain, it
does not matter though all the other hundreds or thousands of links may be sound—if there
is only one link that is broken—down will descend the basket and the poor miner will be
dashed to pieces! Nobody thinks that is difficult. Everybody recognizes that as being a
matter of mechanical law that the strength of a chain must be measured by its weakest part.
And so, the strength of our obedience must be gauged by the very point in which it fails.
Alas, our obedience has failed and, through it, no one of us can ever be just before God!

Now, I want to stop a minute and put the question round the galleries and below stairs.
Have you all got as far as that? It is important to be just before God—we see that we are not
so—do we see that we cannot be so? Are we quite convinced that by our own obedience to
the Law of God, it is hopeless for us to think of standing accepted before the Most High? I
pray the Eternal Spirit to convince you all of this, or you will keep on knocking at the door
until you are quite sure that God has nailed it up forever! And you will go scrambling over
that Alp and tumbling down this precipice until you are convinced that it is impossible for
you to climb it—and then you will give up your desperate endeavor and come to God in
God's way—which is quite another way from your own! I trust that we are all convinced of
this.

Let us notice one more preliminary discovery. A man, having found out all this, suddenly
discovers that inasmuch as he is not just before God and cannot be, he is at the present
moment under condemnation! God is never indifferent towards sin. If, therefore, a man is
not in a state in which God can justify him, he is in a state in which God must condemn
him! If you are not just before God, you are condemned at this very moment! You are not
executed, it is true, but the condemnation has gone forth against you and the sign that it is
so is your unbelief, for, "He that believes not is condemned already, because he has not be-
lieved on the Son of God." How some of you would spring up from your seats tonight if all
of a sudden you got the information that you had been condemned by the courts of your
country! But when I say that you have been condemned by the Court of Heaven, this glides
across your conscience like drops of water, or oil over a marble slab! And yet, my Hearers,
if you did but know the meaning of what I am saying—and I pray God the Holy Spirit to
make you know it, it would make your very bones quiver! God has condemned you! You
are out of Christ! You have broken His Law! God has lifted His hand to smite you! And
though His mercy tarries for awhile, yet days and hours will soon be gone—and then the
condemnation shall take the shape of execution—and where will your soul be, then? Now,
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you must have the sentence of condemnation passed in your own soul, or else you will
never be justified, for until we are condemned by ourselves, we are not acquitted by God!
Again I pause and say, Do you feel this, my dear Hearer? If you do, instead of despairing,
be hopeful! If you have the sentence of death within you, be thankful for it, for now shall
life be given you from the hand of God's Grace!

Having occupied, perhaps, too much time over that, we now come more immediately
into the text to—

II. SHOW THE GOSPEL LEARNING WHICH IS TAUGHT TO US BY THE SPIRIT
OF GOD.

That Gospel learning I may give you in a few sentences, namely, these, that inasmuch
as through man's sin, the way of obedience is forever closed, so that we—none of us—can
ever pass by it to a true righteousness, God has now determined to deal with men in a way
of mercy, to forgive them all their offenses, to bestow upon them His love, to receive them
graciously and to love them freely! He has been pleased, in His Infinite Wisdom, to devise
a way by which, without injury to His Justice, He can yet receive the most undeserving sons
of men into His heart and make them His children— and can bless them with all the blessings
which would have been theirs had they perfectly kept His Law, but which now shall come
to them as a matter of gift and undeserved Grace from Himself.

I trust we have learned that that there is a plan of salvation by Grace and, by Grace
alone—and it is a great thing to know that where Grace is, there are no works!

It is a blessed thing to never muddle in your head the Doctrine of working and the
Doctrine of receiving by Grace, for there is an essential and eternal difference between the
two. I hope you all know that there can be no mixing of the two. If we are saved by Grace,
it cannot be by our own merits! But if we depend upon our own merits, then we cannot
appeal to the Grace of God, since the two things can never be mingled together. It must be
all works or else all Grace. Now, God's plan of salvation excludes all our works. "Not of
works, lest any man should boast." It comes to us upon the footing of Divine Grace, pure
Grace alone. And this is God's plan, namely that inasmuch as we cannot be saved by our
own obedience, we should be saved by Christ's obedience! Jesus, the Son of God, has appeared
in the flesh, has lived a life of obedience to God's Law and, in consequence of that obedience,
being found in fashion as a Man, He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the Cross! And our Savior's life and death make up a complete keeping
and honoring of that Law of God which we have broken and dishonored. And God's plan
is this—"I cannot bless you for your own sakes, but I will bless you for His sake. Looking at
you, I must curse you, but I have laid the curse on Him and now, looking at you through
Him, I can bless you though you deserve it not. I can pass by your undeserving. I can blot
out your sins like a cloud and cast your iniquities into the depths of the sea through what
He has done. You have no merits, but He has boundless merits! You are full of sin and must
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be punished, but He has been punished instead of you—and now I can deal with you." This
is the language of God put into human words, "I can deal with you upon terms of mercy
through the merits of My dear Son." This is the way in which the Gospel comes to you, then.
If you believe in Jesus—that is to say if you trust Him—all the merits of Jesus are your
merits and are imputed to you. All the sufferings of Jesus are your sufferings. Every one of
His merits is imputed to you. You stand before God as if you were Christ, because Christ
stood before God as if He were you—He in your place, you in His place. Substitution! That
is the word! Christ, the Substitute for sinners! Christ standing for men and bearing the
thunderbolts of the Divine opposition to all sin! He "who knew no sin, being made sin for
us." Man standing in Christ's place and receiving the sunlight of Divine favor, instead of
Christ.

And this, I say, is through trusting, or believing! God's way of your getting connection
with Christ is through your reliance upon Him. "Therefore, being justified"—how? Not by
works! That is not the link, but—"being justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ." Christ offers to God the substitution—through faith we accept it—and
from that moment God accepts us!

Now, I want to come to this, dear Friends. Do you know this? Have you been taught
this by the Spirit of God? Perhaps you learned it in the Assembly's Catechism when you
were but children. You have learned it in the various classes since then, but do you know it
in your own soul and do you know that God's way of salvation is through a simple depend-
ence upon His dear Son? Do you so know it that you have accepted it and that you are now
resting upon Jesus? If so, then thrice happy are you!

But, going further, I have now to dwell for a minute or two upon—

III. THE GLORIOUS PRIVILEGE OF THE TEXT.

We have led you, and I hope the Spirit of God has led you, too, through the preliminary
discoveries and through the great discovery that God can save us through the merits of
Another! Now let us notice this glorious privilege word by word.

"Being justified." The text tells us that every believing man is at the present moment
perfectly justified before God. You know what Adam was in naked innocence in Paradise.
Such is every Believer. Yes, and more than that. Adam could talk with God because he was
pure from sin and we, also, have access with boldness unto God our Father because, through
Jesus' blood, we are clean. Now, I do not say that this is the privilege of a few eminent saints,
but here I look around these pews and see my Brothers and Sisters—scores and hundreds
of them—all of whom are tonight just before God—perfectly so! Completely so—so just
that they never can be otherwise than just—so just that even in Heaven they will be no more
acceptable to God than they are here tonight! That is the state into which faith brings a poor,
lost, guilty, helpless, good-for-nothing sinner! The man may have been everything that was
bad before he believed in Jesus, but as soon as he trusted Christ, the merits of Christ became
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his merits and he stands before God as though he were perfect, "without spot, or wrinkle,
or any such thing," through the righteousness of Christ!

Note, however, as we have noticed the state of justification, the means whereby we reach
it. "Being justified by faith." The way of reaching this state ofjustification is not by tears, nor
prayers, nor humbling, nor working, nor Bible-reading, nor Church-going, nor Chapel-
going, nor sacraments, nor priestly absolution, but by faith—which faith is a simple and
utter dependence and believing in the faithfulness of God—a dependence upon the promise
of God because it is God's promise—and is worthy of dependence. It is a reliance with all
our might upon what God has said! This is faith—and every man or woman who possesses
this faith is perfectly justified tonight!

I know what the devil will say to you. He will say to you, "You are a sinner!" Tell him
you know you are, but that for all that, you are justified. He will tell you of the greatness of
your sin. Tell him of the greatness of Christ's righteousness. He will tell you of all your
mishaps and your backslidings, of your offenses and your wanderings. Tell him and tellyour
own conscience, that you know all that, but that Jesus Christ came to save sinners, and that
although your sin is great, Christ is quite able to put it all away. Some of you, it seems to
me, do not trust in Christ as sinners. You get a mingle-mangle kind of faith. You trust in
Christ as though you thought Christ could do something for you—and you could do the
rest. I tell you that while you look to yourselves, you do not know what faith means! You
must be convinced that there is nothing good in yourselves—you must know that you are
sinners and that in your hearts you are as big and as black a sinner as the very worst and
vilest—and you must come to Jesus and leave your fancied righteousnesses, and your pre-
tended goodnesses behind you! And you must take Him for everything and trust in Him.
Oh, to feel your sin, and yet to know your righteousness—to have the two together—repent-
ance on account of sin, and yet a glorious confidence in the all-atoning Sacrifice! Oh, if you
could understand that saying of the spouse, "I am black, but comely"—for that is where we
must come—black in myself, as black as Hell, and yet comely, fair, lovely, inexpressibly
glorious through the righteousness of Jesus!

My dear Brothers and Sisters, can you feel this? If you cannot feel it, do you believe it?
And do you sing in the words of Joseph Hart—

"In your Surety you are free, His dear hands were pierced for thee! With your Savior's
vesture on, Holy as the Holy One."

For so it is—you stand before God as accepted as Christ is accepted and, notwithstanding
the inbred sin and corruption of your heart, you are as dear to God as Christ is dear and as
accepted in the righteousness of Christ as Christ is accepted in His own obedience!

Have we got so far? That is the point on which I want to enquire this evening. Have you
got as far as to know at this moment that it is through faith we are justified? If so, I shall
conduct you just one step farther, namely to observe—and this is coming back, while it is
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also going forward—that "we are justified by faith through our Lord Jesus Christ." There is
the foundation! There is the mainspring! There is the tree that bears the fruit! We are justified
by faith, but not by faith in itself. Faith in itself is a precious Grace, but it cannot in itselfjus-
tify us. It is " through our Lord Jesus Christ." Simple as the observation is, I must venture
to repeat it tonight because it is hard for us to keep it in mind. Remember that faith is not
the work of the Spirit within, but the work of Christ upon the tree! That upon which I must
rest as my meritorious hope is not the blessed fact that I am now an heir of Heaven, but the
still more blessed fact that the Son of God loved me and gave Himself for me! My dear
Brothers and Sisters, when all is fair weather within, there is such a temptation to say, "Well,
now, it is all right with me, for I feel this and I feel that." Very good, these evidences are in
their places, but oh, when it grows dark and when, instead of these gracious evidences, you
get equally clear evidences that you are not perfect—when you have to say, "Oh wretched
man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" You will find that instead
of your beautiful evidences, you will have to fly to the Cross! There was a time when I, too,
could take a great deal of comfort in what I believe is the Spirit of God's work in my soul. I
do thank God for it, and bless Him for it now, but I trust I have learned to walk where poor
Jack the huckster, walked—

"Im a poor sinner, and nothing at all! But Jesus Christ is my All-in-AlL"

Brothers and Sisters, it is down on the ground that we must live! We must build upon
the Rock, itself! On the top of some mountains men sometimes build heaps of timber, so
as to get a little higher. Well, now, some of these rickety platforms, you know, get shaky,
but when you get right down on the mountain, itself, it never shakes and you are perfectly
secure there! So sometimes we get to building up our rickety platforms of our experience
and our good works—all very well in their way, but then they shake in the storm! Depend
upon it, that the soul that clings to the Rock, notwithstanding all that the Holy Spirit has
done for it, and having nothing, then, to depend upon, more than the poor dying thief had
when, without a single good work, he had to hang on the dying Christ, alone—oh, believe
me, that soul is in the safest place to live in—and the most blessed place to die in! None but
Jesus! None but Jesus for a poor sinner when he is torn from his cups and his sins! And
none but Jesus for the aged saint when he stays himself upon his bed to bear his last testi-
mony—

"Nothing in my hands I bring—

Simply to Your Cross I cling."

"Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ."

And now, to crown all, there is here the precious, precious privilege which such men
enjoy—"we have peace with God." I know that this may seem a trifle to thoughtless people,
but not to those who think! I cannot say that I sympathize with those people who shut their
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eyes to the beauties of Nature. I have heard of good men travelling through fine scenery and
shutting their eyes for fear they should see! I always open mine as wide as ever I can because
I think I can see God in all the works of His hands—and what God has taken the trouble to
make, I think I ought to take the trouble to look at! Surely there must be something to see
in a man's works if he is a wise man—and there must be something worth seeing in the
works of God who is All-Wise! Now, it is a delightful thing to say, when you look upon a
landscape lit up with sunlight and shaded with clouds, "Well, my Father made all this. I
never saw Him, but I do delight in the work of His hands—He made all this and I am perfectly
at peace with Him." Then as you are standing there, a storm comes on. Big drops begin to
fall. There is thunder in the distance. It begins to peal louder and louder. Presently there
comes a flash of lightning. Now, those who are not at peace with God may go and flee away,
but those who are perfectly at peace with Him may stand there and say, "Well, it is my
Father who is doing all this. That is His voice, the voice of the Lord which is full of majesty."
I love to hear my Father's voice. I am never as happy as in a tremendous storm—and when
the lightning flash comes, I think—well, it is only the flashing of my Father's eyes! Now,
God is abroad—He seemed as if He had left the world before, but now He comes riding on
the wings of the wind! Let me go and meet Him. I am not afraid!

Suppose you are out at sea in a storm. You are justified by faith, and you say, "Well, let
the waves roar! Let them clap their hands! My Father holds the waters in the hollow of His
hand, why should I be afraid?" Let me say to you that it is worth something to believe that
God can put us in a calm state of mind when "earth is all in arms abroad." It is just so with
the Believer when temporal troubles come. There comes crash after crash until it seems as
though every house of business would come down. Nothing is certain. Man has lost confid-
ence and reliance in his fellow man. Everything is going bad. But the Christian says, "God
is at the helm. The whole business of business is managed by the great King—Ilet the sons
of earth do as they will, but—

"He everywhere has sway, And all things serve His might."

It is something to feel that my Father cannot do me a bad turn. Even if He should use
His rod upon me, it will do me good, and I will thank Him for it, for I am at perfect peace
with Him.

And then to come to die and to feel, "I am going to God and I am glad to go, for I am
not going like a prisoner to a judge, but like a wife espoused goes to her husband—Ilike a
child home from school to the parents' arms. Oh, it is something to die with a sense of peace
with God! Surely every thoughtful man will feel that! Now, if you trust Christ, you shall be
justified by faith. Being justified, your heart shall feel that perfect peace is brought into it,
so that you shall meet your Father' s will with perfect equanimity, let it be what it may! Come
life, come death, it shall not matter to you, for all is right between God and your soul!
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Oh, I wish it were so with all present! It may be so if God the Spirit brings you to rest
in Jesus. No, it shallbe so, my dear Friend! It shall be so with you tonight! Though you
never thought it would be when you came in here, yet you see it all now. It is simply believing,
simply trusting! Oh, believe Him! Trust Him and it shall be the joy of your soul to have a
peace with God which as the world did not give you—so the world shall never take away!
But you shall have it forever and ever! God grant it to each one of us! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON: LUKE15:25-32.

Most of us recognize the beauty of this parable as it concerns the prodigal and his
boundless forgiveness by the father, but few of us probably have seen how the elder brother
has his portrait also painted by our Lord and how He sets forth the self-righteous professor
who hates to have prodigals made much of.

25. Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew near to the house, he
heard music and dancing. This was the better one of the two. I have heard him often greatly
blamed and so he deserves to be. But for all that, he was a true son. He was not at home. He
was out at work. There are some Christians that are all for work and never seem to have any
fellowship and communion. They are always active, but they are not always contemplative.
He was in the field.

26. And he called one of the servants and asked him what these things meant He was a
gloomy spirit—good, solid, regular, constant—but not very joyful. He took things rather
severely, so he did not understand what this amusement could mean. "Some of the Salvation
Army got in here," he said. "Some of those boisterous Methodist people got here and I do
not like it. I am more regular than that. I do not like these rows and uproars. He asked of
the servant what these things meant.

27.28. And he said unto him, Your brother is come: and your father has killed the fatted
calf because he has received him safe and sound. And he was angry, and would not go in.
No, I dare say he was glad his brother was back, but he did not like such a fuss made over
him. He was glad to see a wandering one restored, but why, why, why should there be all
this extravagance of joy concerning this wandering young fellow who had been no better
than he should be? Why all this delight? And there are some kinds of Christians who always
feel that when there is a sinner introduced into the Church, "Well, I hope that it will turn
out a genuine case," and always that is the first thought! They are afraid that it cannot be.
They have never sinned in that way. They have been kept by the Grace of God from outward
transgression and they are half afraid to hear of these outrageous sinners being brought in
and so much joy made over them. "He was angry, and would not go in."

28. Therefore came his father out, and entreated him. He was worth fetching in. There
was a good deal of solid worth in his character and his father kindly came to ask him to
come in and share the joy.
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29. And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years have I served you. You
may read it, "slaved for you."

29. Neither transgressed I at any time your commandment: and yet you never gave me
a kid, that I might make merry with my friends. Here have I been constant in the House of
Prayer, regular at my Sunday school class—and yet I get little or no joy from it. I go on just
in the regular path of duty but I have no music and dancing! I have a great many doubts
and fears, but very little exhilaration, very little delight.

30. But as soon as this, your son, was come, which has devoured your living with harlots,
you have killed for him the fatted calf He has been a great sinner and he is newly conver-
ted—and he has got all the joy! He has been running, anyhow, and yet he is full of assurance,
full of delight, full of confidence. How can this be? I am a staid Christian having but slight
joy, and he is but newly converted, but confident and full of delight. You have killed the
fatted calf for him! But even one of the little kid goats you have never given me. You have
given him the fatted calf.

31. And he said unto him, Son, you are always with me, and all thatThave is yours. Why
did not this son wake up to his privileges? Instead of not having a kid, he might have had
whatever he liked! "All that I have is yours." He had been put into such a position as that,
instead of being badly treated as he, perhaps, would half accuse his father of treating him.
“Son, you are always with me. You live at my table. My house is your house. I love you and
delight in you. All that I have is yours."

32. It was meet—It was right, it was proper, it was fitting—

32. That we should make merry, and be glad, for this, your brother. "You call him my
son, but he is your brother, and I remind you of it—this, your brother."

32. Was dead, and is alive again: and was lost, and is found. So if there are any here that
do not take the joy which they ought in the conversion of great sinners, let them hear the
gentle persuasive voice of God. You, as Believers, have everything! Christ is yours. Heaven
is yours. You are always with God and all that He has belongs to you. But it is proper and
fit that when a sinner returns from the error of his ways, they should ring the bells of
Heaven and make a fuss over him, for he was dead and is alive again! I hope that you and I
will never catch the spirit of the elder brother. Yet I remember that Krummacher says that
he sometimes found that same spirit in himself. There was a man in the village where
Krummacher lived, who was a great drunkard and everything that was bad. But all of a
sudden he came into a very large sum of money and became a wealthy man. Krummacher
felt, "Well, this hardly looks like the right thing—so many good, honest, hard-working
people in the parish still remaining poor, and this worthless man has suddenly become
wealthy and well-to-do." It seemed a strange way in the order of Providence. Oh, we ought
to rejoice and be glad when another person prospers! And we ought to wish that his
prosperity may be blessed to him.
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I remember a minister years ago, when first Mr. Moody came, saying that he did not
believe that Mr. Moody was sent of God, "Because," he said, "I find that many of the people
who are converted under him never went to a place of worship before. It is only the riffraff
that are brought in." There is a nasty elder brother spirit! The riffraff were just the people
that we wanted to bring in and if they had never been to a place of worship before, it was
time that they should go! It was a mercy that they were brought in! Oh, instead of ever
sniffing at sinners as if we were better than they, let us welcome them with all our heart and
praise the heavenly Father that He so lovingly takes them in!
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Wheat in the Barn

(No. 3393)

A SERMON PUBLISHED ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1914.

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

"But gather the wheat into My bairn." Matthew 13:30.

"GATHER the wheat into My barn." Then the purpose of the Son of Man will be accom-
plished. He sowed good seed and He shall have His barn filled with it at the last. Be not
dispirited, Christ will not be disappointed. "He shall see of the travail of His soul and shall
be satisfied." He went forth weeping, bearing precious seed, but He shall come again rejoicing,
bringing His sheaves with Him.

"Gather the wheat into My barn." Then Satan's policy will be unsuccessful. The enemy
came and sowed tares among the wheat, hopeful that the false wheat would destroy or ma-
terially injure the true—but he failed in the end, for the wheat ripened and was ready to be
gathered. Christ's garner shall be filled—the tares shall not choke the wheat. The Evil One
will be put to shame!

In gathering in the wheat, good angels will be employed—"the angels are the reapers."
This casts special scorn upon the great evil angel. He sows the tares and tries to destroy the
harvest and, therefore, the good angels are brought in to celebrate his defeat and to rejoice
together with their Lord in the success of the Divine Husbandry. Satan will make a poor
profit out of his meddling—he shall be defeated in all his efforts and so the threat shall be
tulfilled, "Upon your belly shall you go, and dust shall you eat."

By giving the angels work to do, all intelligent creatures, of whose existence we have
information, are made to take an interest in the work of Grace—whether for malice or for
adoration, redemption excites them all. The wonderful works of God are made manifest to
all, for these things were not done in a corner.

We too much forget the angels. Let us not overlook their tender sympathy with us—they
behold the Lord rejoicing over our repentance—and they rejoice with Him1 They are our
watchers and the Lord's messengers of mercy. They bear us up in their hands lest we dash
our foot against a stone. And when we come to die, they carry us to the bosom of our Lord.
It is one of our joys that we have come to an innumerable company of angels—let us think
of them with affection.

At this time I will keep to my text and preach from it almost word by word. It begins
with, "but,” and that is—

I. A WORD OF SEPARATION.

Here note that the tares and the wheat will grow together until the time of harvest shall
come. It is a great sorrow of heart to some of the wheat to be growing side by side with tares.
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The ungodly are as thorns and briars to those who fear the Lord. How frequently is the sigh
forced forth from the godly heart, "Woe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech, that I dwell in the
tents of Kedar!" A man's foes are often found within his own household. Those who should
have been his best helpers are often his worst hinderers. Their conversation vexes and tor-
ments him. It is of little use to try to escape from them, for the tares are permitted, in God's
Providence, to grow with the wheat—and they will do so until the end. Good men have
emigrated to distant lands to found communities in which there should be none but saints,
but, alas, sinners have sprung up in their own families! The attempt to weed the ungodly
and heretical out of the settlement has led to persecution and other evils—and the whole
plan has proven a failure. Others have shut themselves away in hermitages to avoid the
temptations of the world, and so have hoped to win the victory by running away—this is
not the way of wisdom! The word for this present is, "Let both grow together." But there
will come a time when a final separation will be made. Then, dear Christian woman, your
husband will never persecute you again! Godly sister, your brother will heap no more ridicule
upon you! Pious workman, there will be no more jesting and taunting from the ungodly!
That, "but,"will be an iron gate between the God-fearing and the godless! Then will the tares
be cast into the fire, but the Lord of the harvest will say, "Gather the wheat into My barn."

This separation must be made, for the growing of the wheat and the tares together on
earth has caused much pain and injury and, therefore, it will not be continued in a happier
world. We can very well suppose that godly men and women might be willing that their
unconverted children should dwell with them in Heaven, but it cannot be, for God will not
have His cleansed ones defiled, nor His glorified ones tried by the presence of the unbelieving.
The tares must be taken away in order to the perfectness and usefulness of the wheat. Would
you have the tares and the wheat heaped up together in the granary in one mass? That would
be bad husbandry with a vengeance! They can neither of them be put to appropriate use till
thoroughly separated. Even so, mark you, the saved and the unsaved may live together here,
but they will not live together in another world! The command is absolute—"Gather the
tares and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into My barn." Sinner,
can you hope to enter Heaven? You never loved your mother's God and is He to endure
you in His heavenly courts? You never trusted your father's Savior and yet are you to behold
His Glory forever? Are you to go swaggering down the streets of Heaven, letting fall an oath,
or singing a loose song? Why, you know you get tired of the worship of God on the Lord's
Day—do you think that the Lord will endure unwilling worshippers in the Temple above?
The Sabbath is a wearisome day to you—how can you hope to enter into the Sabbath of
God? You have no taste for heavenly pursuits and these things would be profaned if you
were permitted to partake in them! Therefore that word, "but," must come in and you must
part from the Lord's people, never to meet again! Can you bear to think of being divided
from godly friends forever and ever?
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That separation involves an awful difference of destiny. "Gather the tares in bundles to
burn them." I do not dare to draw the picture, but when the bundle is bound up, there is no
place for it except the fire. God grant that you may never know all the anguish which
burning must mean, but may you escape from it at once. It is no trifle which the Lord of
Love compares to being consumed with fire. I am quite certain that no words of mine can
ever set forth its terror. They say that we speak dreadful things about the wrath to come,
but I am sure that we understate the case. What must the tender, loving, gracious Jesus have
meant by the words, "Gather the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them"? See what
a wide distinction there is between the lot of the Lord's people and Satan's people! Burn the
wheat? Oh, no—"Gather the wheat into My barn." There let them be happily, safely housed
forever! Oh, the infinite distance between Heaven and Hell!—the harps and the angels, and
the wailing and gnashing of teeth! Who can ever measure the width of that gulf which divides
the glorified saint, robed in white and crowned with immortality, from the soul which is
driven forever away from the Presence of God and from the Glory of His power? It is a
dreadful, "but"—that, "but" of separation! I pray you, remember that it will interpose between
brother and brother—between mother and child—between husband and wife. "One shall
be taken and the other left." And when that sword shall descend to divide, there shall never
be any union later!

The separation is eternal. There is no hope or possibility of change in the world to come.
"But,” says one, “that dreadful ' but'! Why must there be such a difference? The answer is
because there always was a difference! The wheat was sown by the Son of Man—the false
wheat was sown by the enemy. There was always a difference in character—the wheat was
good, the tares were evil. This difference did not appear at first, but it became more and
more apparent as the wheat ripened and as the tares ripened, too. They were totally different
plants—and so a regenerate person and an unregene-rate person are altogether different
beings. I have heard an unregenerate man say that he is quite as good as the godly man, but
in so boasting he betrayed his pride. Surely there is as great a difference in God' s sight
between the unsaved and the Believer as between darkness and light, or between the dead
and the living! There is in the one a life which there is not in the other—and the difference
is vital and radical. Oh, that you may never trifle with this essential matter, but really be the
wheat of the Lord! It is vain to have the name of wheat—we must have the nature of wheat!
God will not be mocked—He will not be pleased by our calling ourselves Christians while
we are not! Be not satisfied with Church membership, but seek after membership with
Christ! Do not talk about faith, but exercise it! Do not boast of experience, but possess it.
Be not like the wheat, but be the wheat! No shams and imitations will stand in the Last Great
Day! That terrible, "but," will roll as a sea of fire between the true and the false! Oh, Holy
Spirit, let each of us be found transformed by Your power! The next word of our text is,
"gather,"—that is—
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II. A WORD OF CONGREGATION.

What a blessed thing this gathering is! I feel it a great pleasure to gather multitudes to-
gether to hear the Gospel! And is it not a joy to see a house full of people on weekdays and
Sundays who are willing to leave their homes and to come considerable distances to listen
to the Gospel? It is a great thing to gather people together for that, but the gathering of the
wheat into the barn is a far more wonderful business. Gathering is, in itself, better than
scattering, and I pray that the Lord Jesus may always exercise His attracting power in this
place, for He is no Divider, but, "unto Him shall the gathering of the people be." Has He not
said, "I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me"?

Observe that the congregation mentioned in our text is selected and assembled by skiiled
gatherers.' "The angels are the reapers." Ministers could not do it, for they do not know all
the Lord's wheat and they are apt to make mistakes— some by too great leniency and others
by excessive severity. Our poor judgments occasionally shut out saints and often shut in
sinners. The angels will know their Master' s property. They know each saint, for they were
present at his birthday. Angels know when sinners repent and they never forget the persons
of the penitents. They have witnessed the lives of those who have believed and have helped
them in their spiritual battles, and so they know them. Yes, angels by a holy instinct discern
the Father' s children and are not to be deceived. They will not fail to gather all the wheat
and to leave out every tare!

But they are gathered under a very stringent regulation, for, first of all, according to the
parable, the tares—the false wheat—have been taken out and then the angelic reapers gather
nothing but the wheat. The seed of the serpent, fathered by Satan, is thus separated from
the seed of the Kingdom, owned by Jesus, the promised Deliverer. This is the one distinction
and no other is taken into consideration. If the most amiable unconverted persons could
stand in the ranks with the saints, the angels would not bear them to Heaven, for the mandate
is, "Gather the wheat." Could the most honest man be found standing in the center of the
Church, with all the members round about him and with all the ministers entreating that
he might be spared, yet if he were not a Believer, he could not be carried into the Divine
garner! There is no help for it. The angels have no choice in the matter—the peremptory
command is, "Gather the wheat," and they must gather none else!

It will be a gathering from very great distances. Some of the wheat ripens in the South
Sea Islands, in China, and in Japan. Some flourishes in France, broad acres grow in the
United States—there is scarcely a land without a portion of the good grain! Where all God's
wheat grows, I cannot tell. There is a remnant, according to the election of Grace, among
every nation and people, but the angels will gather all the good grain to the same garner.

"Gather the wheat." The saints will be found in all ranks of society. The angels will bring
in a few ears from palaces and great armfuls from cottages! Many will be collected from the
lowly cottages of our villages and hamlets, and others will be raised up from the back slums
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of our great cities to the metropolis of God! From the darkest places angels will bring those
children of sweetness and light who seldom beheld the sun, and yet were pure in heart and
saw their God! The hidden and obscure shall be brought into the Light of God, for the Lord
knows them that are His—and His harvest-men will not miss them.

To me, it is a charming thought that they will come from all the ages. Let us hope that
our first father, Adam, will be there. And mother Eve, following in the footsteps of their
dear son, Abel, and trusting in the same Sacrifice. We shall meet Abraham and Isaac, and
Jacob, and Moses, and David, and Daniel, and all the saints made perfect! What a joy to see
the Apostles, martyrs, and Reformers! I long to see Luther, and Calvin, and Bunyan, and
Whitfield. I like the rhyme of good old father Ryland—

"They all shall be there, the great and the small! Poor I shall shake hands with the blessed
St. Paul.”

I do not know how that will be, but I have not much doubt that we shall have fellowship
with all the saints of every age in the general assembly and Church of the First-Born, whose
names are written in Heaven!

No matter when or where the wheat grew, it shall be gathered into the one
barn—gathered never to be scattered— gathered out of all divisions of the visible Church,
never to be divided again! They grew in different fields. Some flourished on the hillside
where Episcopalians grow in all their glory! And others in the lowlier soil, where Baptists
multiply, and Methodists flourish! But once the wheat is in the barn, none can tell in which
field the ears grew. Then, indeed, shall the Master' s prayer have a glorious answer—"That
they all may be one." All our errors removed and our mistakes corrected and forgiven, the
one Lord, the one faith and the one Baptism will be known of us all—and there will be no
more displeasure and envying! What a blessed gathering it will be! What a meeting! The
elect of God, the elite of all the centuries, of whom the world was not worthy! I should not
like to be away. If there were no Hell, it would be Hell enough to me to be shut out of such
heavenly society! If there were no weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth, it would be
dreadful enough to miss the Presence of the Lord, and the joy of praising Him forever, and
the bliss of meeting with all the noblest beings that ever lived! Amid the necessary contro-
versies of the age, I, who have been doomed to seem a man of strife, sigh for the blessed rest
wherein all spiritual minds shall blend in eternal accord before the Throne of God and of
the Lamb. Oh, that we were all right, that we might be all happily united in one spirit! In
the text there is next—

III. A WORD OF DESIGNATION.

I have already trespassed upon that domain. "Gather the wheat" Nothing but "the wheat"
will be placed in the Lord's homestead. Lend me your hearts while I urge you to a searching
examination for a minute or two. The wheat was sown of the Lord. Are you sown of the
Lord? Friend, if you have any religion, how did you get it? Was it self-sown? If so, it is good
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for nothing! The true wheat was sown by the Son of Man. Are you sown of the Lord? Did
the Spirit of God drop eternal life into your bosom? Did it come from that dear hand which
was nailed to the Cross? Is Jesus your life? Does your life begin and end with Him? If so, it
is well!

The wheat was sown of the Lord—it is also the object of the Lord's care. Wheat needs
a deal of attention. The farmer would get nothing from it if he did not watch it carefully.
Are you under the Lord's care? Does He keep you? Is that word true of your soul, "I the Lord
do keep it. I will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day"? Do
you experience such keeping? Give an honest answer, as you love your soul.

Next, wheat is a useful thing, a gift from God for the life of men. The false wheat was
of no good to anybody—it could only be eaten of swine—and then it made them stagger
like drunken men! Are you one of those who are wholesome in society, who are like bread
to the world, so that if men receive you, your example and your teaching, they will be blessed
thereby? Judge yourselves whether you are good or evil in life and influence.

"Gather the wheat." You know that God must put the goodness, the Grace, the solidity
and the usefulness into you, or else you will never be wheat fit for angelic gathering. One
thing is true of the wheat—that it is the most dependent of all plants. I have never heard of
a field of wheat which sprang up and grew and ripened without a farmer's care. Some ears
may appear after a harvest when the corn has shaled out, but I have never heard of plains
in America or elsewhere covered with unsown wheat. No, no. There is no wheat where there
is no man, and there is no Grace where there is no Christ! We owe our very existence to the
Father, who is the Farmer.

Yet, dependent as it is, wheat stands in the front rank of honor and esteem—and so do
the godly in the judgment of all who are of an understanding heart. We are nothing without
Christ—but with Him we are full of honor. Oh, to be among those by whom the world is
preserved, the excellent of the earth in whom the saints delight! God forbid we should be
among the base and worthless tares! Our last head, upon which also I will speak briefly, is—

IV. A WORD OF DESTINATION.

"Gather the wheat into My barn." The process of gathering in the wheat will be com-
pleted at the Day of Judgment, but it is going on every day. From hour to hour saints are
gathered—they are going heavenward even now. I am so glad to hear as a regular thing that
the departed ones from my own dear Church have such joy in being harvested. Glory be to
God, our people die well! The best thing is to live well, but we are greatly gladdened to hear
that the brethren die well, for, full often, that is the most telling witness for vital godliness.
Men of the world feel the power of triumphant deaths!

Every hour the saints are being gathered into the barn. That is where they want to be.
We feel no pain at the news of ingathering, for we wish to be safely stored up by our Lord.
If the wheat that is in the field could speak, every grain would say, "The ultimatum for which

76



Sermon 3393. Wheat in the Barn

we are living and growing is the barn, the granary." For this the frosty night! For this the
sunny days! For this the dew and the rain—and for this everything! Every process with the
wheat is tending towards the granary. So is it with us—everything is working towards
Heaven—towards the gathering place—towards the congregation of the righteous—towards
the vision of our Redeemer's face! Our death will cause no jar in our life-music! It will involve
no pause, or even discord—it is part of a program—the crowning of our whole history!

To the wheat the barn is the place of security. It dreads no mildew there. It fears no
frost, no heat, no drought, no wet when once in the barn. All its growth-perils are past. It
has reached its perfection. It has rewarded the labor of the

Farmer and it is housed. Oh, long-expected day, begin! Oh, Brothers and Sisters, what
a blessing it will be when you and I shall have come to our maturity and Christ shall see in
us the travail of His soul!

I delight to think of Heaven as His barn! His barn, what must that be? It is but the
poverty of language that such an expression has to be used at all concerning the home of
our Father, the dwelling of Jesus! Heaven is the palace of the King, but so far to us a barn
because it is the place of security, the place of rest forever! It is the homestead of Christ to
which we shall be carried and for this we are ripening. It is to be thought of with ecstatic
joy, for the gathering into the barn involves a harvest home and I have never heard of men
sitting down to cry over an earthly harvest home, nor of their following the sheaves with
tears! No, they clap their hands, they dance for joy and shout right lustily! Let us do something
like that, concerning those who are already housed. With grave, sweet melodies let us sing
around their tombs. Let us feel that, surely, the bitterness of death is passed. When we re-
member their glory, we may rejoice like the travailing woman when her child is born, who
“remembers no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world." Another soul
begins to sing in Heaven—why do you weep, O heirs of immortality? Is the eternal happiness
of the righteous, the birth which comes of their death-pangs? Then happy are they who die!
Is Glory the end and outcome of that which fills our home with mourning? If so, thank God
for bereavements! Thank God for sad severing! He has promoted our dear ones to the skies!
He has blessed them beyond all that we could ask or even think! He has taken them out of
this weary world to lie in His bosom forever! Blessed be His name if it were for nothing else
but this! Would you keep your old father here, full of pain and broken down with feebleness?
Would you shut him out of Glory? Would you detain your dear wife here with all her suf-
fering? Would you hold back your husband from the immortal crown? Could you wish your
child to descend to earth again from the bliss which now surrounds her? No, no! We wish
to be going Home ourselves, to the heavenly Father's house and its many mansions! But
concerning the departed, we rejoice before the Lord as with the joy of harvest! "Therefore
comfort one another with these words."
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EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON: MATTHEW 13:1-23;15:13-28; 1 CORINTHIANS
3:17-23.

Verses 1, 2. The same day went Jesus out of the house and sat by the sea. And great
multitudes were gathered together unto Him, so that He went into a boat, and sat, and the
whole multitude stood on the shore. He had thus a little breathing space between Him and
the people—a better opportunity for His being both heard and seen. A noble instance of
open-air preaching. And if our climate would permit, what a blessing it would be if we could
turn out of these houses and sit in a boat or stand on the seashore!

3-9. And He spoke many things unto them in parables saying, Behold, a sower went
forth to sow. And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the wayside, and the fowls came and
devoured them. Some fell upon stony places where they had not much earth: and forthwith
they sprung up because they had no deepness of earth: And when the sun was up, they were
scorched: and because they had no root, they withered away. And some fell among thorns;
and the thorns sprung up and choked them; but other fell into good ground, and brought
forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. Who has ears to hear, let
him hear. Upon the very surface of it, this parable teaches those of us who have to sow that
we must not expect to have our choice of the ground—and that we are not even to make a
choice of the matter, but we are bound to go, as this sower did, and cast a handful there
upon the hard trodden road and a handful there among the thorns and nettles, and a
handful here again where there is no deepness of earth and God be thanked if a handful
shall fall on good ground. Still, for us to suppose that we are to sort out the characters and
to select the ground is a very great mistake! "Go you into all the world and preach the Gospel
to every creature.” A distinction will soon come! The seed will be the grand detective of the
soil. It will show what the soil is. Just as Christ on the Cross is the discerner of men's thoughts,
that the thoughts of many hearts might be revealed, so is the preaching of Christ Crucified
the test of human condition! You shall see now who it is that has the honest and good
ground, and who has not. Not by a geological inspection, but simply by throwing a handful
of seed on it. That will soon discern between the precious and the vile.

10-16. And the disciples came, and said unto Him, Why do You speak unto them in
parables? He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mys-
teries of the Kingdom of Heaven but to them it is not given. For whoever has, to him shall
be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whoever has not, from him shall be taken
away even what he has. Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing, see not,
and hearing, they hear not, neither do they understand. And in them is fulfilled the prophecy
of Isaiah, which says, By hearing you shall hear, and shall not understand, and seeing you
shall see, and shall not perceive: For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are
dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed lest at any time they should see with their
eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their hearts and should be con-
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verted, and I should heal them. But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for
they hear A judicial blindness and deafness of heart had come over the nation of Israel, so
that even when the sun shone in its strength in the Person and teaching of Christ, they could
not see. And when God spoke more plainly than He ever spoke before, by His Son, yet they
could not hear so as to understand. And I sometimes fear that some measure of this judicial
blindness has happened unto many in our land. Those who take the metaphors of Scripture
and interpret them literally and dare to take out of the old Law excuses for ritualistic observ-
ance— what can we say of them, but that this people's hearts have waxed gross? God has
done very much for our country. He has seeded it with the blood of martyrs. The scars of
martyrdom have hardly passed away and, after all this, if men will go back to the fooleries
of popish ceremony—if they will put from them the blessed light of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ— depend upon it, God will give them up to some kind of hardness of heart, so that
they will plunge from one superstition to another, and their last end shall be worse than the
first! But blessed are they who, being taught of God, can perceive the spirit beneath the letter,
and do not confound the emblems which the Savior used, but suck out the meaning from
them as bees do the honey from the flowers!

17-19. For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired
to see those things which you see and not seen them; and to hear those things which you
hear, and have not heard them. Hear you, therefore the parable of the sower When anyone
hears the word of the Kingdom and understands it not, then comes the Wicked One and
catches away that which was sown in his heart This is he which received seed by the way
side. Do you notice here the importance of the Word of God? But when it is heard, but not
understood, you would suppose that the devil might as well let it stay where it was, for what
hurt could it do to his kingdom for the man to hear it and not to understand it? But he is
so frightened at the Word of God that he comes, like an evil bird, and takes it away for fear
lest lying even in the dull heart without understanding, yet, somehow, it should breed an
understanding in the heart! And so he takes it away from the thoughts and the memory, so
fearful is he of it. "Nothing makes the devil tremble like the Gospel," said Martin Luther,
and I do not doubt that all the churches in the world, with all their ceremonies, are less
feared by the devil than one single Doctrine or text out of the Word of God! So he comes,
like an evil bird, and catches away that which was sown in the heart. You must expect to
lose a good deal of your teaching. As farmers drop several beans in the hole and say, "That
one is for the worm; this one is for the crow—then there is another which they hope will
spring up—so must we expect it to be with our teaching—much of which will be lost.

20, 21. But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that hears the word,
and with joy receives it Yet has he not root in himself, but endures for a while: but when
tribulation or persecution arises, because of the word, by-and-by he is offended. A straw
fire blazes fiercely, but lasts not long. And so there are some who we hope are converts who
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show an extraordinary zeal, and you would fancy that, surely, they would outrun all Chris-
tians! But they have not breath. They are not good stayers. They soon cease in the race. They
are soon hot—soon cold. And we may expect to have many disappointments from persons
of this character, and all the more so among children—readily impressed, but easily do they
lose the impression.

22. He also that received seed among the thorns is he that hears the word; and the cares
of this world, and the deceit-fulness of riches, choke the word, and he becomes unfruit-
ful.Dear Friends who have to teach the young, you have, in their case, less danger in this
respect. They have not yet come to the time when the cares of this world and the deceitful-
ness of riches will choke the Word. You have some advantage over us, though even the little
things of a child's play may make nettles and thorns. Things which we could not consider
to be cares—that seem too trivial—are cares to them. It may be that our heavenly Father
thinks of our cares very much as we think of our children's cares—and as we should smile
to see them distrustful, so it may be that He smiles and grieves whenever He finds us so.
For, mark you, even among God's own people, God's Word cannot grow in our hearts at
the rate it should, for we have the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches. We
must cry to be lifted above these—delivered from the evil influences of the world in whichwe
dwell—or else our good Lord and Master will waste many a handful of good seed upon us,
though, I trust, that out of us He will get some harvest.

23. But he that received seed into good ground is he that hears the word, and understands
which also bears fruit, and brings forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. For
all Christians are not alike fruitful. Would God they all reached to the hundredfold and
went beyond it! Such seed, and such a sower, and such fruitful seasons as He has given to
some of us, and such plowing and such tilling, and such feeding, and such watering, and
such sunshine, and such dew—oh, we ought to bring forth a hundredfold! Let us chide
ourselves and whenever we have to complain that we do not get a harvest from our sowing,
or as much as we could desire, let us look within and say, "My heart, you are like the field I
have to sow. My Master, I fear, gets as little out of you as I get when I go unsuccessfully to
my work."

MATTHEW 15:13-15; 21-28.

13. But He answered and said, Every plant which My heavenly Father has not planted
shall be rooted up. He had not any peculiar tenderness towards them, they were not plants
of his Father's planting—they deserved to be rooted up and their teaching was so utterly
false that if He had offended against it, He was glad to have done so.

14. Let them alone: they are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind,
both shall fall into the ditch. The bad teacher and he that is badly taught, for they are both
responsible, shall both fall into the ditch. No man can lay the sin of his being misdirected
entirely upon his priest or his teacher. He had no business to have submitted to him. At the
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same time, it is a very serious responsibility for a man who knows not God to attempt to
teach the things of God. I know a man who, in a certain place of worship was deeply con-
vinced of sin—the arrows of God stuck in him and, being in great distress, he went to the
minister and told him how he felt the burden of his guilt. The minister said to him, "My
dear Friend, I really had no intention of making you uneasy—what was it I said?—I will get
the sermon—I am very sorry, but really I do not know anything about it." The man said,
"You told us we must be born-again." "Oh," said the minister, "that was done for you when
a child—your parents did it." "You know, Sir, we must be converted.” "Well, really I do not
understand it. I am afraid I have disturbed you unnecessarily." Our friend, however, was
not to be put off, so he sought and found the Savior. But how dreadful a thing it is when the
blind lead the blind—they shall both fall into the ditch!

15. Then answered Peter and said unto Him, Declare unto us this parable. And Jesus
said, Are you also yet without understanding? Do not you yet understand that whatever
enters in at the mouth goes into the beely, and is eliminated? But those things which proceed
out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man. For out of the heart
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.
These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashed hands defiles not a man.
There is no defilement about that. Cleanliness is to be observed, but not the mere act of
washing just for the sake of it, every time you eat bread, which defiles not a man! But oh,
what defilement there is in evil thought! In anger, which breeds murder! In lust, which leads
to adultery and fornication! In covetousness which begets theft! And in a false heart which
leads to false witness, and in a profane mind which leads to blasphemy! Oh, that God would
cleanse our secret thoughts, the very center of our hearts, for until the fountain is made
clean, the stream that comes from it cannot be pure!

21, 22. Then Jesus went from there and departed to the coasts of Tyre andSidon. And
behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts and cried unto Him, saying, Have
mercy on me, O Lord, You Son of David! My daughter is grievously vexed with a devil "But
He answered her not a word." How painful that silence must have been! In what suspense
she was.

23. But He answeredher not a word. And His disciples came and besought Him, saying,
Send her away: for she cries after us. They were mistaken. She did not cry after them—she
knew better than that! She cried after the Lord, after the great Son of David, not after them,
but, however, she disturbed them.

24. But He answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house ofIsraei
Christ's personal ministry was confined to the Jews. He came as a Savior to redeem all
mankind, but as a Preacher, He was a minister to the Circumcision and He came to speak
only to Israel.
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25. Then came she and worshipped Him, saying, Lord, help me!Her prayer got shorter
and she grew more intense, more energetic, more determined to win the blessing. "Lord
help me!"

26-28. But He answered and said, It is not rightt to take thee children's bread and to
cast it to dogs. And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from
their masters' table. Then Jesus answered and said to her, O woman, great is your faith: be
it unto you even as you will. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour. Oh,
can you exercise a like faith in Christ? If so, you shall get a like blessing! Only believe in
Him! Only make up your mind and however great the mercy, it cannot be too great for Him
to give! And believe that He will give it, rest on Him to bestow it and you shall have it! God
grant that many may receive it at this very hour!

1 CORINTHIANS 3:17-23.

17-18. If any man defiles the Temple of God, him shall God destroy, for the Temple of
God is holy, which Temple you are. Let no man deceive himself If any man amongyou seems
to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. Do not let him seek to
be reckoned wise by the philosophers of the period who are always against the Truth of
God. Let him consent to be thought to be a fool—yes, let him know in his own heart that
he is not wise—and then let him yield himself up to the wisdom of God. Consciousness of
ignorance is the vestibule of knowledge! And he that knows right well that he is a fool is on
the way to becoming a wise man! He that would pass into the Temple of Wisdom must first
of all confess his ignorance.

19, 20. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He takes
the wise in their own craftiness. And again, The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that
they are vain. What a wonderfully small difference there is, after all, between the very cultured
man, who thinks himself so, and the man who makes no pretense to it whatever! The
knowledge which the wisest man has is about equal, in the Presence of God, to the knowledge
which one child of three years old has over a child of two years old! To God we must all
seem masses of ignorance! And if you could put the whole British Association, all the doctors
of divinity, and all the LL.D.'s and all the men of high degrees together, the things they did
not know would make a great many volumes—and the things they didknow would not go
very far. "The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise that they are vain."

21. Therefore let no man glory in men. There really is not anything to glory in, in men!
"The best of men are men at the best." Never need we exalt ourselves or extol others. "Lord,
what is man that You are mindful of him?" "Let no man glory in men."

21 For all things are yours. Children of God, all men are yours, to serve your highest
benefit! All ministers and leaders in Christ are yours to seek your souls' good! Treat them
as bees do flowers, and gather honey from them all. "All things are yours."
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22-23, Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things
present, or things to come— all are yours. And you are Christ's; and Christ is God's.
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"Who Is This?"

(No. 3394)

A SERMON PUBLISHED ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1914.

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON, ON THURSDAY
EVENING, AUGUST 19, 1869.

"When He was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, "Who is this?"
Matthew 21:10.

THIS was not the first time that question had been asked, or asked concerning the same
Person. "Who is this?" is a common question in reference to our Lord. "Who is this that
comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah?" "Who is this king of glory?" and so
on. Doubtless, the angels who are represented as standing on the Mercy Seat gazing down
upon its golden brightness, desired to look into this very question in the olden times, and
often said to one another, "Who is this?" We hear the Prophet speak of One who is anointed
with the oil of gladness above His fellows, and is therefore Man, but He is called by the same
Prophet equal with God, Fellow of the Eternal! How can this be? "Who is this?" The subject
of the Incarnation of a pure Spirit such as God is, in human flesh, must have been staggering
even to the intellect of seraphs—and again and again they must have said, one to another,
"Who is this?"

I can conceive that on that memorable night when the first Christmas carol made glad
both Heaven and earth, the angels came to Bethlehem's manger and looked upon the new-
born Child, and said, "Who is this?" Knowing that He was the same Person to whom they
had been obedient for many an age, the ever-glorious Son of God, they must have marvelled
to find Him an Infant sleeping there where the horned oxen fed, or hanging on a woman's
breast! And they said to each other, "Who is this?" And I can conceive that they followed
Him through those 12 years of His childhood, or during the years in which He remained
in solitude and obscurity, unknown to the sons of men, and though they knew Him as the
Son of Mary, and the reputed Son of Joseph, yet as watchful spirits they must have seen the
pure beams of Deity in His Character! And so the marvelous and supernal excellence of His
secret life must often have compelled them to ask, one of another, "Who is this?"

He is in the carpenter's workshop, using the axe and the plane, and yet this is He who
is to deliver Israel! How is this, and who is this? And I can imagine them following Him
through the three years of His public ministry in the wilderness beholding Him tempted of
the devil, though Lord of All and Prince and King! When they watched Him in His hunger,
and cold, and nakedness, and saw Him in His sleepless nights upon the bare mountain-
side—when they beheld Him and strengthened Him in His agony and bloody sweat—when
they gathered around the Cross, with all its terrors, could their eyes have known a tear, they
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would have wept it there and would have said, "Who is this?" When He was buried and after
three days, rose again from the grave, there must have been amazement through all the an-
gelic host! They came, some of them, and sat, the one at the head and the other at the foot,
where the body of Jesus had lain, still wondering much at the great mystery. We can well
gather that they asked such questions onward through His life, since when that life had
come to a close, and the issues of it had begun to be developed, when our Lord ascended
up on high and led captivity captive, clothed with Glory—when they came to meet Him,
joined in the triumphal procession and approached the golden gates—when the songs went
up, "Lift up your heads, O you gates, and be you lifted up, you everlasting doors, that the
King of Glory may come in!" there was a wonder lingering among the watchers at the portals
of Heaven, for they said, "Who is the King of Glory?" And again, a second time they said,
"Who is the Lord of Hosts? Who is the King of Glory?" and they had to receive the two an-
swers—they had to be told who He was that was mighty in battle and the Lord of Hosts who
was the King of Glory! Do they not even now marvel, as they cast their crowns upon the
glassy sea and mingle with the white-robed band—do they not now marvel that such as He
should be born of a woman, that such as He should be tempted by the devil, that such as
He should have known poverty, and nakedness, and death itself? Thosewounds, those scars
still visible, must still be a theme for holy admiration and adoring questioning! And as they
worship Him, recognizing in Him the Wisdom that was with God in the beginning, and
without whom was not anything made that was made—as they adore Him as the Eternal
Word, the Preserver as well as the Creator of all things—they must still, as they look to His
Manhood taken into such union with His Godhead, think of Him with holy amazement,
with joyous astonishment and ask, "Who is this?"

But we have not to do with the angels at this time! Rather our business is with the sons
of men. And among them there ought to be more of the asking of this question, and there
ought to be less. There ought to be more of it, the asking in holy wonder! There ought to
be less of the asking of it in ignorance or in derision. The question, I take it, can be asked
in both ways. Endeavoring to understand the mystery, he that knows it best may still say,
"Who is this?" Caring not to know Him, but scornfully turning aside from this great mystery
of godliness, there are tens of thousands who will continue to say, "Who is this? And why
make this noise about Him, and all this stir and hubbub about the Man of Nazareth?" This
question is still asked among the sons of men because in one sense it ought to be more
common, but because in another sense it ought never to be raised, I speak upon it tonight.
And first we shall take—

I. THE QUESTION ASIT STOOD IN REFERENCE TO THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM.

I suppose there was a pretty common knowledge of our Lord in Jerusalem. He spoke
openly in the Temple. He was no teacher in secret conventicles, hidden away in the dark.
He had been seen in their streets. His miracles had been the subjects of admiring wonder
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and observation by tens of thousands. They knew who He was. Many of them rather delighted
to remember His lowly origin. "His brothers, are they not all with us?" They knew His
mother. They said they knew His father. "Is not this the carpenter' s Son?" A knowledge of
Christ was pretty general. They did not ask the question out of ignorance, but it was asked
for this reason, among others—by some it was asked because now He came under quite a
different aspect from that in which He had ever appeared before. He never rode, that  know
of, upon the land but that once. He never rode in anything like pomp or state. He had come
into Jerusalem and He had gone out of it, a simple private individual, claiming no office
except that of preacher. But on this occasion He comes as a King! Riding in pomp as one
who claims to be honored among men, and even claims to be King, for He says, "Behold,
your King comes, meek and lowly." They, therefore, said, "Who is this?" What a change has
come over the scene!—

"The lowly Man before His foes, The weary Man and full of woes."

Does He ride, and ride amidst shouts of popular acclaim, He that did not strive, nor
cry, nor cause His voice to be heard in the streets? He? Does He come in this guise? Therefore
greatly struck and amazed by the change, they said, "Who is this?" Yes, and we may learn
from this that when Christ, who is still among the sons of men as the meek and lowly Savior,
bearing with their bad behavior, and saying, "Come you weary, take My yoke and bear it,
and you shall find rest"—when He comes before long as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords,
the whole earth will then cry out, "Who is this?"

Is this the Man that bled at Calvary? Is this the Man that died praying for His enemies?
And does He come with a rod of iron in His hand to break the nations and dash them to
pieces like a potter's vessel? Oh, what astonishment will seize the sons of men when they
see the King in His Glory, whom they would not understand nor serve when He came in
the meekness and gentleness of love!

Part of the reason why the people of Jerusalem asked the question was, no doubt,
this—they were struck with the remarkable enthusiasm with which the people received Him.
People had been enthusiastic at other times, but then it had been immediately after they
had been fed with the loaves and fishes and, therefore, their enthusiasm was very easily ac-
counted for. But on this occasion there had been no feeding with loaves and fishes, and yet
here He was received by a most enthusiastic crowd. They could not, if they had all been sure
that He was the very Messiah, have received Him outwardly with greater delight. There were
their garments for Him to sit upon. There were their garments in the road to carpet the
ground which was thought too coarse for Him to tread upon. There were the trees, denuded
of their branches, and the palm branches borne in front amidst general acclamations of,
"Hosanna, blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord!" Yes, and the world may say
whenever it sees an enthusiastic Church, whenever it beholds a company of people treating
Christ as He ought to be treated, "Who is this?" The Church, as we generally see it, never
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excites any wonderment among men. They quite understand what it is—a compact of people
who have got enough religion to make themselves comfortable and form an association for
mutual admiration. Buta genuine Church is a company formed for the admiration of Christ
Jesus! A company of people who are melted into one because they are all red-hot and flow
like streams of molten metal into one mold—all united, loving Christ after such a sort that
they would not merely put their garments in the road, but would themselves make a
road—who would wish, themselves, that their blood could be shed if Christ might be glorious!
When the world sees such a Church as this, then they begin to cry, one to another, "Who is
this? Who is this around whom such enthusiasm gathers?" Glory be to God, Your day shall
yet come to this world when the Church shall wake from her slumbers! Then shall she be
ashamed of herself, to have treated her Bridegroom in such a scurvy manner! When she
once loves Him as she ought and puts the crown upon His head as she should—then will
the whole earth say, "Who is this?"

I have no doubt, also, that part of the question of the people of Jerusalem arose from
the singular nature of the pomp with which the enthusiastic multitude surrounded our Lord.
There was a great deal of beauty about it, but how very simple it was, how altogether opposed
to the usual array, to the usual order of pomp! Why, my Brothers and Sisters, if you could
see the pomp in which great priests—say, at Rome—are carried through the streets, with
men all clad in liveries, with attendants in blue and scarlet, and fine linen and peacocks'
feathers, and the high elevated throne on which the man is carried who claims to be, "His
Holiness," you would see how artificial it all is! And it is all the same if there is nobody there
that cares about it! True, some may, but if they did not, it would be all the same. It would
all be gone through and the admiration that is poured on any of these kings and
princes—well, it all comes as a matter of course! It is natural that we poor worms of the dust
should clap our hands when we see a king. Of course, it is the bounden duty of such ordinary
mortals as we are to pay wonderful respect to all those who happen to have a peculiar kind
of blood in their veins. That is the order of things and, as long as people are conventional
fools, it always will be! And the men of the world will always remain so. We shall always
reverence rank, whether it has any worthy character about it or not—and priests will always
like such reverence as that!

But here was a different style of pomp altogether. Here was a plain, common Man,
whose garment was merely the smock-frock of an ordinary peasant—a garment "without
seam, woven from the top throughout"—a Man who made no professions to rank, did not
separate Himself at all from the people! And here they have extemporized for Him a pomp
in which every jot and tittle is true and real! There was not a shout raised here because it
was the custom to raise shouts to Jesus of Nazareth. There was not a garment strewed in
the way because His office required Him to be esteemed. It was all genuine, true, real and,
mark you, Brothers and Sisters, there is no pomp like it!
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What a distinction there is between the honor given to a monarch who is beloved, such
as we would give to ours— and the honor that is given to a monarch such as the one I spoke
ofjust now—who is honored merely because he is a monarch, but whom men would honor
just as heartily or even more heartily if he were gone! Now, the honor given to our Lord Jesus
Christ was all given because of His Person and the work that He had really done in the
raising of Lazarus, out of—I will not say true spiritual affection, for the multitude did not
understand Him in His deeper Character, so as to receive Him spiritually—but out of a real
feeling of reverence for this wonderful Being. There was a natural pomp about the whole
thing that quite distinguished it from anything that the inhabitants of Jerusalem had ever
seen before. Some of them might have seen a Caesar or a Pompey come home from the
wars. Some of them might have seen the conquerors and their pageants, and their triumphal
return into the capital and all the imposing preparations that were made that everyone might
join in the welcome. They hailed him as Rome's greatest man, who trod Rome's enemies
beneath his heels. But they had never seen anything like this—when the very children in
the streets took up the cry and said, "Hosannah! Ho-sannah! Blessed is He that comes in
the name of the Lord." And so they said, "Who is this?"

Now, mark you, this is always one of the points which should distinguish the triumphs
of Christ. It is not the victory of officialism. It is not the splendor of outward dress, and
form, and show. There is a real force over men's hearts so that they come to love Jesus for
what He truthfully is to them. It is not a mock homage which they pay, which consists of
genuflections and of pompous ceremonies, but it is that they exult at the very thought of
Him! The heart invents, without being taught, its own method of praising Him, seeking out
and straining after new songs with which to sing unto the Lord who has gloriously triumphed!
I do believe that the very beauty of the Christian religion is its simplicity. And the beauty
of the Church of God is its having simple worship—all its joys and all its pomp being that
which comes out of thesimple heart—which has no form, no ceremony and needs no direct-
orium, no rule by which to guide it but just does what it feels to be the natural expression
of that which is felt within. And wherever this is, the world cries, "Who is this?"

Still, there were some in that crowd who did not ask the question for that reason at all,
but merely that they might say, "Who is this? What is He? What's in it? It is all an imposture!
He is not the Messiah! He comes not in the name of the Lord." They looked down upon the
crowd who followed Christ, and they said, "It is a vulgar herd—have any of the rulers believed
in Him? Did the Rabbis follow at His heels? Do the Scribes and chief priests accept Him?
Who is this?" Well, and this, too, is a part of the proof of the true Christ. Wherever He is
fully preached and His power is known, there is sure to be stirred up a company of men
who, knowing nothing of the real power of the Gospel, will be quite sure to sneer at it! They
will say it is only the poor who come to it, as though that were not said of old, "The poor
have the Gospel preached to them." They will say it is only the illiterate, as though they had
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not known that the Apostle Paul, himself, blessed God that He "had chosen the foolish things
of this world, and things that are not, to bring to nothing the things that are." There will al-
ways be those who, not caring to enjoy, themselves, the blessings of the Great Shepherd's
reign, will sneer at all those who would. Let us accept their sneers as the only tribute they
can render to Christ, and as true a proof of His excellence and His Glory as the admiration
of His followers!

I will not detain you further about the people of Jerusalem, but now just observe that—

II. THIS QUESTION WILL ALWAYS BE ASKED WHENEVER JESUS CHRIST COMES
INTO ANY PLACE THROUGH THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL.

Ah, my Brothers and Sisters,  am not about to criticize that which is called the preaching
of the Gospel, so as to condemn it in any wholesale way, but I will say this, that wherever
the Gospel has been preached simply, not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but with
the plain words of the common tongue. Wherever Christ has been preached affectionately.
Wherever the whole Gospel has been delivered with fervor and with impartiality, it has
never failed in any place, or in any time, to draw attention to itself, to excite enquiry and to
compel men to take sides about it, one way or the other! We need never be afraid that the
Gospel is not suitable to any village, that the inhabitants are too degraded. Take it there and
they must and shall receive it, or else, at their peril shall they reject it! But they will hear it!
It shall attract them! They shall be found, if not willing acceptors of it, yet at least willing
hearers of it, willing critics of it and that is something! We need not, on the other hand, be
afraid to take the Gospel among the most enlightened classes. Whatever they may know,
they know nothing superior to the Word of Jesus Christ—and it shall command even their
attention. They shall be compelled to examine it and if it is not a savor of life unto life to
them, still it shall be a savor of death—and to God in either case—a sweet savor of Jesus
Christ! Let us never think that the Gospel needs to be rendered attractive by some additions
of our own! It is like a sword that cuts just as well without the diamonds in the hilt, for the
cut of it lies not in the handle, but in the sword itself. The Gospel will cut and clear its own
way. I scarcely think we shall need to come down to the use of so-called popular lectures
on Sundays. I think we shall never need to come down to catchwords for sermons. The
Gospel will, after all, if it is but drawn out of its scabbard and lifted up as the bare and naked
sword of the Lord, be pretty sure to cut its own way. And, ah, how have we learned in the
past, when the Gospel has come to a place and it has begun to be the means of the conversion
of sinners, what a stir it has made! The little village was snug enough in the darkness that
had gathered around the old tower and there it lay all asleep and in the death, but some
Methodists came and preached upon the Green. A few were converted and gathered into a
little room—and what a noise there was about it! The squires would put it down. How there
were threats against those poor cottagers and others! They must lose their work—certainly
their Christmas gifts—but all that only proved that the Gospel still had power, a power, at
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any rate, to irritate the ungodly, which is something, and to bless the simple men and women
that were willing to receive it!

Before long we have sometimes seen those very persons who were the most determined
opponents of the Gospel, sit at its feet! Some of them have become its preachers! More and
more the Kingdom of Christ has spread and grown! From village to village, from town to
town the sacred ardor has spread! In the days of Whitfield and Wesley the whole nation
was awakened—as from a long sleep our land started up! Then there were found a multitude
whom God had chosen, who began to sing glad hymns and to chant the praises of God in
every town and street! And this land, which seemed fast going down in sin and wickedness
to the very gates of Hell, took a start on the road to Heaven, which, thank God, has never
been altogether lost, nor shall be, for still will God raise up others who will preach Jesus
Christ and the leaven shallcontinue to permeate! The salt shall still work for Christ among
the putrefying mass until He comes, who shall end the battle in a glorious victory!

But I hasten from that to notice that the same wonderful effect in another form is pro-
duced—

III. WHEN THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST COMES INTO A SINGLE HEART.

Do not some of you remember when Jesus Christ first came to your heart? Oh, I remem-
ber when Moses came into mine, with the Law and the great Commandments. When I saw
myself a sinner in the light of the Law of God! When the fiery light of Sinai made me see
my multitude of spots—yes, discover that I was covered all over with filthiness and blackness!
Then the minister came to my gate and I heard the Word preached, preached affectionately,
too. Then parents taught me the Word with tears and prayers, but I got no comfort and my
soul continued in bondage under a sense of sin. But what a mercy it is when Jesus Christ,
Himself, comes! When it is no longer the coming of the minister or of the preacher, but the
coming of Jesus Christ, Himself, when Jesus passes by! I know some of you can remember
right well the time when He passed by you and came into your heart. You believed Him—it
was but a small action—you believed in Jesus! You gave up all trying to save yourselves by
your works—you renounced once and for all your reliance upon ceremonies, past or future,
and you cast yourselves down before that Cross whereon the Master shed His atoning blood!
You remember that. Now, do you not remember what peace there was that came into your
spirit, a peace that passes all understanding?

The promises of God could not comfort you until Jesus came with them and applied
them to your soul. They were full of power when He brought them in His hands, but they
were nothing until He brought them!

Do you remember, too, how your doubts and fears all fled? They had been hooting in
your soul, but when that Light of God shone in, full upon you, they soon took to their wings
and there was not one of them left! You could then rejoice where so lately you had been
mourning—and you now had songs instead of groans! And do you remember those sinful
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habits of yours which you could not break off? You had struggled against them, but you
were like a man who is bound fast in iron—you could not snap the fetters by any means!
You tried, and tried, and tried again, but always in vain. But when Jesus came, how free you
were, how delivered you were! [Here someone shouted, "Hallelujah! Glory be to God! Jesus
is passing by!"] I wish our friends would not be at all troubled with our Brother who simply
spoke out of the affection of his heart. We are not Methodists and do not quite like it, but
when a Brother does it, it does not disconcert me and it ought not to trouble you! I wish
sometimes that there were interruptions like that which came at Pentecost, "What must I
do to be saved?" I wish sometimes that we did feel that we must tell all that Jesus was passing
by and was entering into our hearts, as our Brother told us just now. Well, you remember
the moment when Christ came to those bad habits of yours—when you had strived against
them but could not overcome them—but when He came, they dropped off as though they
were cloth! Those great ropes of sin were snapped and were gone—and you recollect the
joy you felt within when you could say, "I'm forgiven! I'm, forgiven!"

Later when you sat down in holy wonder, you could not help it, but the tears came fast
and thick, one after the other, as you said, "Bless the Lord, O my Soul, that ever I was led to
receive Christ and to find peace in Him!" Oh, Beloved, I know that you said to yourselves,
"Who is this? What a matchless Christ is this? Who is this that could have worked such a
wonderful change in me, that could have made my dead heart live, could have thawed the
iceberg, could have made the mountain of snow that is in my soul dissolve, could have
brought me up from the Valley of the Shadow of Death into the land of light and exceeding
brightness and glory?" I know you said, "Who is this?"

And, let me add, your wonder at Christ has not ceased since then! It is not long ago
since you had sore trouble in business and your heart was very heavy. But you got alone
with God in prayer and you saw Christ as suffering with you, standing in the furnace with
you—and how happy and quiet your mind was! You could not help saying to yourself,
"What manner of Man is this that He made me to rejoice, even in tribulation, and to be calm
in the midst of my afflictions?" You lost a child not long ago and you thought your heart
would break under that trial, but you took the case to Jesus and you were resigned to it, and
you said, "What manner of Man is this, again, that could so have comforted me?" Or it may
be you are like some of us watching day by day the slow but steady progress of disease in
one dear to you as your life. And the only comfort you have is by feeling that Jesus Christ
being with you, it is still easy to bear and to be resigned. And, perhaps, you have been
slandered for Christ's sake and misrepresented in all you have tried to do. But when you
have told it to Him, you have said, "T'll hail reproach and welcome shame for Jesus' sake."
And the calm you have had has made you say, "Who is this?" I can only say tonight, though
I hope I have known my Lord these 21 years, that I do marvel more and more at Him, that
ever He could do such marvels for me, a poor worthless worm. And I think the more you
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know of yourselves, and the deeper you sink in self-abasement, the more will the question
rise in your soul, "What a glorious Christ must this be! What power there must be in His
blood! What prevalence in His plea! What tenderness in His heart! What might in His arm!
What immutability in His Nature, that ever He should continue to look down on me and
bless me as He does!" "Who is this?" your soul will say!

Now, I must not detain you on that and, therefore, again with great brevity, remark
that—

IV. THE TIME IS COMING WHEN THIS QUESTION MAY BE ASKED BY SOME
HERE WITH GREAT FEAR AND ALARM.

Unless we ask it now in loving wonder, we shall soon have to ask it in most fearful terror!
We know not when the time shall be, for times and seasons are not committed to us. But it
is certain that within a short time, Christ will come upon the clouds of Heaven. When the
time appointed by the Father shall arrive, that very Man who was crucified on Calvary, and,
who was taken up from among His disciples upon the Mount of Olives, shall so come in
like manner as He went up to Heaven.

Now, He went up in Person, and He will come in Person, too, and when He comes, it
will not be alone, as first He came, but in the Glory of His Father and all His holy angels
with Him! What astonishment and confusion will seize the minds of those who doubted
His very existence, who denied His Godhead, who stood out against His power! What will
the Jew say when he looks on Him whom he pierced? What will the Gentile say when he
looks on Him whom he despised? What will the great men of the earth say as they rise from
their graves and find themselves so little and Him, whom they thought so little, to be so
great? What will the rich men of the earth say as they find themselves naked and poor as
beggars and the King, whom they thought nothing of, clothed with the Glory of God? Oh,
what then will the pleasure-seeker say, who said, "As for Christianity, I care not the snap of
my finger for it"? What will the blasphemer say who even poured contempt and curses upon
Christ's name? There He sits in majesty that out blazes the sun! There He is surrounded by
immortals, each one of them shining forth like the sun, for so the promise is to all the
righteous! There rings the trumpet that every ear must hear, and all the dead start up from
sea and land—a countless multitude! There are the books, they are opened amidst a blaze
of light and there is the voice that reads out the doom of the sons of men! Jesus! Jesus it is,
who says, "Depart, you cursed,” as well as, "Come, you blessed.” Oh, how the multitude will
wring their hands in amazement when they discover that the Man of Nazareth and the Son
of Mary is the Everlasting Son of the Father—and those, His enemies who would not that
He should reign over them, shall be utterly destroyed by the Glory of His Presence when
He comes in His power! Oh, how will the question be asked and how terrible will be the
answer, "Who is this?" I would rather that you should ask tonight, humbly and enquiringly,
"Who is this?" And if you do so ask, these few words shall tell you and may God tell you to

92



Sermon 3394. 'Who |s This?

your heart what I can only tell to your ears. Who is this? It is Jesus Christ, God over all,
blessed forever! He so loved the sons of men that He would rather die than they should die!
He came into the world, took our flesh and became Emmanuel, God With Us and, being
found in fashion as a Man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death, even the
death of the Cross—

"He bore that we might never bear,

The Father's righteous ire."

And whoever trusts in this Man—this God, the appointed Substitute for man—shall be
saved! But if you trust Him, you must take Him to be your Monarch. You must henceforth,
by His Grace, yield Him service! And His service is pleasure. His service is holiness and
holiness shall to you be a delight! Oh, that you would, finding that He is such a Savior, Divine
and Human blended in one—a dying Savior risen from the dead and living at the right hand
of God—oh, that you would say, "I know who He is," and then, "I will accept Him! He shall
be mine forever." God grant to you the willing mind to do this, and yours shall be the
blessing—and His shall be the Glory, forever and ever. Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON: 2 TIMOTHY 2:15-26.

15. Study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word off truth. This is a metaphor taken from the action of the priest
at the sacrifice. The priest cut up the bullock and then laid it in its different pieces according
to order. Or, as some think, it is taken from the part of the father at the table, when he carves
the meat and gives to every child its portion. Old Master Trapp said that "there are some
ministers who are only fit to be Gibeonites—and certainly not to be Levites, for they hardly
understand the cutting of wood, much less the art of cutting up the sacrifice of God."
Brothers, it is well so to handle the Word of God as to be able to give rebuke when rebuke
is needed, exhortation when it is needed, and comfort when consolation is required, for
otherwise we do mischief. As it is said in the old fable of the simpleton, that he gave to the
ass a bone and to the dog hay, so there are some who give wrong exhortations, not because
they are wrong in themselves, but because they are wrong in their application.

16, 17. But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.
And their word wiil eat as does a camkei. Now, there are some people who can never be
content except they make their religion a sort of wrangling match. They get hold of a Word
in Scripture, and away they go with it! Here shall be another opportunity for finding fault
with all the Church of God. Here shall be another occasion for railing against all the
preachers of the Truth of God. How delighted they are when they can do this! Shun profane
and vain babblings! Martin Luther said that there were some in his day so nice and precise
about the letter of Scripture, that when one of them had delivered an exposition upon the
Book of Job, Luther said that by the time the man had got to the 10th Chapter, Job had been
a thousand times more plagued by the expositors than he had ever been by the losses which
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he suffered upon the dunghill! And doubtless there are many Truths of Scripture which are
turned to mischief because men will be forever making them opportunities for strife—not
bonds of love! Brothers, hold the five points of the Calvinistic Doctrine, but mind you do
not hold them as babbling questions! What you have received of God, do not learn in order
to fight with it, and to make contention and strife and to divide the Church of God, and rail
against the people of the Most High as some do! But on the contrary, love one another as
Brothers and Sisters, and hold the Truth of God in love, and seek after the unity of the
Spirit and the perfect bond of charity. The word of those who raise these questions will eat
as does a cancer, which eats till it gets to the bones, and turns the sound flesh into rottenness.
Oh, there are many contentions which have done this mischief in the Church of Christ!

17-19. Hymenaeus andPhiletus are of this sort. Who concerning the truth, have erred,
saying that the resurrection is already past; and overthrow the faith of some. Nevertheless
the foundation of God stands sure, having this seal, The Lord knows them that are His. How
careful the Apostle is lest we should think that any have turned aside, who were the Lord's
people. He says the faith of some was overthrown, but nevertheless the foundation of God
stands sure. Oh Brothers and Sisters, whenever we see apparent apostasy, let us not therefore
think that any of God's people have perished! Oh, no, for the Lord knows them who are
His!

19-21. And let everyone that names the name of Christ depart from iniquity. But in a
great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth,
and some to honor, and some to dishonor If a man, therefore, purges himself from these,
he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified and meet for the Master's use, and prepared unto
every good work When Mr. Philpot, the martyr, was addressing a young man about to die
for Christ, he said to him, "Brother, you are a vessel in the great house of your Master, and
this day He will scour you, scour you hard, but remember, you shall soon stand upon the
shelf, shining bright and glorious.” Well, sometimes pains and troubles, and tribulations do
have this effect of scouring the vessels of God to make them bright for Heaven. We must
all be purged and scoured from sinful lusts, from all the contamination of the flesh and of
the creature—and then we shall be fit for the Master's use!

22. Flee also youthful lusts. Run away from them! It is no use contending with them.
Fight with the devil. Resist the devil and make him flee, but never fight with the flesh. Run
away from that. The only way to avoid the lust of the flesh is to stay out of its way. If you
subject yourself to carnal temptations and fleshly lusts, remember it is almost certain that
you will be overcome by them!"Flee youthful lusts," and as you must keep going and have
something after which to follow—

22, 23. But follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord
out of a pure heart But foolish and unlearned questions, avoid, knowing that they do cause
strifes. It is generally a good thing to avoid all questions that breed strife, unless they are
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upon vital and important matters. For, oh, Brothers and Sisters, it is so important tokeep
the unity of the Spirit! It is such a blessed thing to preserve love among Christians and there
are some who in order to create disunion, go about the land and tear and rend the body of
Christ as much as they can! Beware of such! Seek not their company! Come not near them,
lest their cancer pollute you also!

24-26. And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to
teach, patient In meekness instructing those who are in opposition, if God, perhaps, will
give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth. And that they may recover them-
selves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him to do his will We have here
laid down, then, the duty of the Christian minister and the duty of each Christian, too! And
let us seek, in the Holy Spirit' s Grace, to carry it out, being at once firm, and