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PREFACE.

AT length I am able to present to the Christian public another part of “ The
Treasury of David.” It bhas demanded longer labour than its predecessors,
but that labour has’been freely given to it ; and to the utmost of my ability
I have kept the volume up to the level of those which have gone before. In
the production of this exposition I had far rather be long than lax; for 1
know by experience the disappointment which comes to readers when,
after a promising beginning, they see a serious declension towards the end.
The general acceptance given to this Commentary has placed me under a
heavy obligation to do my best even to the end. Towards that end I am
still proceeding with all possible diligence, and it is with great pleasure
that I look forward to the speedy issue of the last volume of the work,
Many labours distract me from this favourite employment, but 1 hope to
press on with move speed than of late, if my life be spared. It would be
imprudent to make too sure of #hat; for the most fragile Venice glass is not
more brittle than human life : -
“The spider's most attenvated thread

Is cord, is cable, to the tender film
‘Which holds our soul in life.”

I have been all the longer over this portion of my task because I have
been bewildered in the expanse of the One Hundred and Nineteenth Psalm,
which makes up the bulk of this volume. Its dimensions and its depth alike
overcame me, It spread itself out before me like a vast, rolling prairie, to
which ¥ could see no bound, and this alone created a feeling of dismay. Its
expanse was unbroken by a bluff or headland, and hence it threatened a mono-
tonous task, although the fear has not been realized. This marvellous poem
seemed to me a great sea of holy teaching, moving; in its many verses, wave
upon wave; altogether without an island of special and remarkable state-
ment to break it up. I confess I hesitated to launch upon it. Other Psalms
have been mere lakes, but this is the main ocean. It is a continent of sacred
thought, eve inch of which is fertile as the garden of the Lord: it is an
amazing level of abundance, a mighty stretch of harvest-fields. I have
now crossed the great plain for myself, but not without persevering, and, I
will add, pleasurable, toil. Several great authors have traversed this region
and left their tracks behind them, and so far the journey has been all the easier
for me ; but yet to me and to my helpers it has been no mean feat of patient
authorship and research, This great Psalm is a book in itself : instead of
being one among many Psalms, it is worthy to be set forth by itself as a poem
of surpassing excellence. Those who have never studied it may pronounce
it commonplace, and complain of its repetitions ; but to the thoughtful
student it is like the great deep, full, so as never to be measured ; and varied,
$0 as never to weary the eye. Its depth Is as great as its length ; it is mystery,
not set forth as mystery, but concealed beneath the simplest statements ;
may 1 say that it is experience allowed to prattle, to preach, to praise, and to
pray like a child-prophet in his own father’s house,?
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My venerable friend, Mr. Rogers, has been spared to help me with his
admirable suggestions; but Mr. Gibson, who so industrionsly translated
from the Latin authors, has fallen asleep, leaving behind him copious notes
upon the rest of the Psalms. Aid in the homiletical department has been
given me by several of the ministers who were educated at the Pastor’s College,
and their names are duly appended to the hints and skeletons which they
have supplied. In this department the present volume is believed io be
superior to the former ones. May it prove to be really useful to my brethren,
and my desire is folfilled. I know so well the use of a homiletic hint when
the mind is in search for a subject, that I have felt peculiar pleasure in
supplying my readers with a full measure of such helps.

In hunting up rare authors, and making extracts from them, Mr. Keys
has rendered me great assistance, and I am also a debtor to others who have
cheerfully rendered me service when I have sought it. Burdened with the
care of many institutions, and the oversight of a singularly large church,
I cannot do such justice to my theme as I could wish, TLearned leisure would
be far more accurate than my busy pen can ever hope to be. 1f I had nothing
else to think of, I would have thought of nothing else, and vndivided energies
could have accomplished what spare strength can never perform. Hence,
I am glad of help; so glad, that T am happy to acknowledge it. Not in
this thing only, but in all other labours, I owe in the first place all to God, and
secondarily, very, very much to those generous friends who find a delight
in making my efforts successful.

Above all, I trust that the Holy Spirit has been with me in writing and
compiling these volumes, and therefore T expect that he will bless them both
to the conversion of the unrenewed and to the edification of believers., The
writing of this book has been a means of grace 10 my own heart; I have
enjoyed for myself what I have prepared for my readers. The Book of Psalms
has been a royal banquet to me, and in feasting upon its contents I have
seemed to eat angels’ food. It is no wonder that old writers should call it,—
the school of patience, the soul’s soliloquies, the little Bible, the anatomy
of conscience, the rose garden, the pearl island, and the like. It is the Paradise
of devotion, the Holy Land of poesy, the heart of Scripture, the map of
experience, and the tongue of saints. It is the spokesman of feelings which
else had found no utterance. Does it not say just what we wished to say ?
Are not its prayers and praises exactly such as our hearts delight in ? No man
needs better company than the Psalms ; therein he may read and commune with
friends human and divine ; friends who know the heart of man towards God
and the heart of God towards man; friends who perfectly sympathize with
us and our sorrows, friends who never betray or forsake. Oh, to be shut
up in a cave with David, with no other occupation but to hear him sing, and
to sing with him! Well mighi a Christian monarch lay aside his crown for
such enjoyment, and a believing pauper find a crown in such felicity.

It is to be feared that the Psalms are by no means so prized as in earlier
ages of the Church. Time was when the Psalms were not only rehearsed
in all the churches from day to day, but they were so universally sung that
the common people knew them, even if they did not know the letters in which
they were written. Time was when bishops would ordain no man to the
ministry unless he knew ‘“ David ” from end to end, and could repeat each
Psalm correctly ; even Councils of the Church have decreed that none should
hold ecclesiastical office unless they knew the whole Psalter by heart. Other
practices of those ages had better be forgotten, but to fhés memory accords
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an honourable record. Then, as Jerome 1ells us, the labourer, while he held
the plough, sang Hallelujah; the tired reaper refreshed himself with the
Psalms, and the vinedresser, while trimming the vines with his curved hook,
sang something of David. He tells us that in his part of the world, Psalms
were the Christian’s ballads; could they have had better ? They were the
love-songs of the people of God; could any others be so pure and heavenly ?
These sacred hymns express all modes of holy feeling ; they are fit both for
childhood and old age; they furnish maxims for the entrance of life, and
serve as watchwords at the gates of death, The battle of life, the repose
of the Sabbath, the ward of the hospital, the guest-chamber of the mansion,
the church, the oratory, yea, even heaven itself may be entered with Psalms,

Finally, when I reach the last Psalm, it is my firm conviction that I shall
find no truer closing words for myself than those of Bishop Horne, which
I take liberty here to quote, using them as if they were my own, since they
admirably express my present feelings and past experiences -——

* And now, could the author flatter himself that anyone would take haif
the pleasure in reading the following exposition which he hath taken in writing
it, he would not fear the loss of his labour. The employment detached him
from the bustle and hurry of life, the din of politics, and the noise of folly.
Vanity and vexation flew for a season, care and disquietude came not near
his dwelling. He arose fresh as the morning to his task; the silence of the
night invited him to pursue it ; and he can truly say, that food and rest were
not preferred before it. Every Psalm improved infinitely upon his acquain-
tance with it, and no one gave him uneasiness but the last ; for then he grieved
that his work was done. Happier hours than those which have been spent
on these meditations on the songs of Zion he never expects to see in this
world, Very pleasantly did they pass, and they moved smoothly and swiftly
along ; for when thus engaged, he counted no lime. The meditations are
gone, but have left a relish and a fragrance upon the mind, and the remem-
brance of them is sweet.”

Reader,
I am,
Thine to serve
For Christ’s sake,

A
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PSALM CXI.

There is no fitle to this Psalm, bul it is an alphabetical hymn of praise, having for
its subject the works of the Lord in creation, providence, and grace. The sweef singer
dwells upon the one idea that God should be known by his people, and that this knowledge
when turned info practical piely is man’s irue wisdom, and the cerfain cause of lasting
adoration. Many are ignorani of what their Crealor has done, and hence they are
foolish in heart, and silent as fo the praises of God : this epil ean only be removed by a
remembrance of God’'s works, and a diligenl study of them ; lo this, therefore, the Psalm
is meant lo arouse us. It may be called THE PsaLM OF GoD’s WoORKs infended o
excile us fo the work of praise.

Division.—The Psalmist begins with an invilation to praise, verse 1 ; and then
proceeds to furnish us with matter for adoration in God’s works and his dealings with
his people, 9. He closes his song with a commendation of the worship of the Lord
and of the men who praclise it.

EXPOSITION.

PRAISE ye the Lorp. I will praise the Lorp with my whole heart, in
the assembly of the upright, and 4% the congregation.

1. “Pralse ye the Lorp,” or, Hallelujah! All ye his sainis unite in adoring
Jehovah, who worketh so gloricusly. Do it now, do it afways: do it heartily, do
it unanimously, do it eternally. Even if others refuse, take care that ye have always
a song for your God. Put away all doubt, question, murmuring, and rebelifon,
and give yourselves up to the praising of Jehovah, both with your tips and in your
lives. “¥ will praise the LorD with my whole heart.” The sweet singer commences’
the song, for his heart is all on flame ;: whether others will follow him or not, he will
at once begin and long continue, What we preach we should practise. The best
way to enforce an exhortation is to set an example ; but we mmust let that example
be of the best kind, or we may lead others to do the work in a limping manner.
David brought nothing less than his whole heart to the duty ; all his love went out
towards God, and all his zeal, his skill, and his ardour went with it. Jehovah the
one and undivided God cannot be acceptably praised with a divided heart, neither
should we attempt so to dishonour him ; for our whole heart is little encugh for his
glory, and there can be no reason why it should not al! be lifted up in his praise.
All his works are praiseworthy, and therefore all our nature should adore him. “In
fhe assembly of the upright, and in the congregation ”’ }—whether with few or with
many he would pour forth his whole heart and soul in praise, and whether the company
was made up of select spirits or of the general mass of the geople he would continue
in the same exercise. For the choicest society there can be no better engagement
than praise, and for the general assembly nothing can be more fitting. For the
church and for the congregation, for the family or the community, for the private
chamber of pious friendship, or the great hall of popular meeting, the praise of the
Lord is suitable ; and at the very least the true heart should sing hallelujah in any
and every place. 'Why should we fear the presence of men? The best of men will
join us in our song, and if the common sort, will not do so, our example will be a
needed rebuke to them. In any case let us praise God, whether the hearers be a
little band of saints or a mixed muititude. Come, dear reader, he who pens this’
comment is in his heart magnifying the Lord: will you not pause for a moment
and join in the delightful exercise ?

2 The works of the LORD are great, sought out of all them that have
pleasure therein.
3 His work s honourable and glorious : and his righteousness endureth

for ever. :
4 He hath made his wonderful works to be remembered : the LORD is
gracious and full of compassion. :
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5 He hath given meat unto them that fear him: he will ever be mindfunl
of his covenant.

6 He hath shewed his people the power of his works, that he may give
them the heritage of the heathen. : _

7 The works of his hands are verity and judgment ; all his commandments
are sure.

8 They stand fast for ever and ever, and are done in truth and
uprightness,

9 He sent redemption unto his people : he hath commanded his covenant
for ever : holy and reverend ¢s his name,

2. "“The works of the LorD are greal” In design, in size, in number, in excelieénce,
all the works of the Lord are great. Even the little things of God are great. In
some point of view or other each one of the productions of his power, or the deeds
of his wisdom, will appear to be great to the wise in heart. ““Sought ou! of all them
that have pleasure therein.” Those who love their Maker delight in his handiworks,
they perceive that there is more in them than appears upon the surface, and therefore
they bend their minds to study and understand them. The devout naturalist
ransacks nature, the earnest student of history pries into hidden facts and dark
stories, and the man of God digs into the mines of Scripture, and hoards up each
grain of its golden truth. God’s works are worthy of our researches, they yield ns
instruction and pleasure wonderfully blended, and they grow upon, appearing to
be far greater, after investigation than before. Men’s works are noble from a dis-
tance; God’s works are great when sought out. Delitzsch reads the passage,
“ Worthy of being sought after in all their purposes,” and this also is a grand truth,
for the end and designh which God hath in all that he makes or does is egually
adinirable with the work itself. The hidden wisdom of God is the most marvellous
part of his works, and hence those who do not look below the surface miss the best
part of what he would teach us. Because the works are great they cannot be seen
all at once, but must be looked into with care, and this secking out is of essential
service to us by educating our faculties, and strengthening our spiritual eye gradually
to bear the light of the divine glory. It is well for us that all things cannot be seen at
a glance, for the search into their mysteries is as useful to us as the knowledge
which we thereby attain. The history of the Lord’s dealings with his people is
especially a fit subject for the meditation of reverent minds who find therein a
sweet solace, and a never failing source of delight. '

3, “His work is honourable and glorious,” His one special work, the salvation
ol his people, is here mentioned as distinguished from his many other works. This
reflects honour and glory upon him. I is deservedly the theme of the highest
praise, and compels those whe understand it and experience it to ascribe ail honour
angd glory unto the Lord. Its conception, its sure foundations, its gracious purpese,
iis wise arrangements, its gift of Jesus as Redeemer, its application of redemption
by the Holy Ghost in regeneration and sanctification, and all else which make up
the one glorious whole, all redocund to the infinite honour of Him who contrived
and carried out so astounding a method of salvation. No other work can he com-
pared with it : it honours both the Saviour and the saved, and while it brings glory
to God it also brings us to glory. There is none like the God of Jeshurun, and there
is no salvation like that which he has wrought for his people. “And his righleouesnss
endureth jor ever.” In the work of grace righteousness is not forgotten, nor deprived
of its glory; rather, it is honoured in the eyes of the intelligent universe. The
bearing of guilt by our great Substitute proved that not even to effect the purposes
of his grace would the Lord forget his righteousness; no future strain upon his
justice can ever be equal to that which it has already sustained in the bruising of his
dear Son ; it must henceforth assuredly endure for ever. Moreover, the righteous-
ness of God in the whole plan can never now be suspected of failure, for all that
it requires is already performed, its demands are satisfied by the double deed of our
Lord in enduring the vengeance due, and in rendering perfect obedience to the
law. Caprice does not enter into the government of the Lord, the rectitude of it
is and must for ever be beyond all question. In no single deed of God can un-
righteousness be found, nor shall there ever be: this is the very glory of his work,
and even its adversaries cannot gainsay it. Let believers, therefore, praise him






