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Sermon 3442. The Desire of All Nations

The Desire of All Nations

A Sermon

(No. 3442)

Published on Thursday, January 21st, 1915.

Delivered by

C. H. SPURGEON,

At the Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington

On Thursday Evening, 25th, August 1870.

"And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this
house with glory, saith the Lord of Hosts."—Haggai 2:7.

THE second temple was never intended to be as magnificent as the first. The first was
to be the embodiment of the full glory of the dispensation of symbols and types, and was
soon to pass away. This comparative feebleness had been proved by the idolatry and apostasy
of the people Israel, and when they returned to Jerusalem they were to have a structure that
would be sufficient for the purposes of their worship, but they were not again to be indulged
with the splendours of the former house which God had erected by the hand of Solomon.
Had it been God's Providence that a temple equally magnificent as the first should be erected,
it might have been very readily accomplished. Cyrus appears to have been obedient to the
divine will, and to have been a great favourer of the Jews, but he expressly by edict diminished
the length of the walls and gave express command that the walls should never be erected so
high as before. We have also evidence that a like decree was made by Darius, an equally
great friend of the Jews, who could with the lifting of his finger have outdone the glory of
Solomon's temple, but in God's Providence it was not arranged that so it should be, and
though Herod, not a Jew, and only a Jew by religious pretence to suit his own particular
purpose, lavished a good deal of treasure upon the second temple, for the pleasure of the
nation he ruled, and to gain some favour from them, yet he rather profaned than adorned
the temple, since he did not follow the prescribed architecture by which it ought to have
been built, and he had not the divine approval upon his labours. No prophet ever com-
manded, and no prophet ever sanctioned, the labours of such a horrible wretch as that
Herod. The reason seems to me to be this. In the second temple, during the time it should
stand, the dispensation of Christ was softly melted into the light of spiritual truth. The out-
ward worship was to cease there. It seems right that it should cease in a temple that had not
the external glory of the first. God intended there to light up the first beams of the spiritual
splendour of the second temple, namely, his true temple, the Church, and he would put a
sign of decay on the outward and visible in the temple of the first. Yet he declares by his
servant, Haggai, that the glory of the second temple should be greater than the first. It cer-
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tainly was not so as in respect of gold, or silver, or size, or excellency of architecture; and
yet it truly was so, for the glory of the presence of Christ was greater than all the glory of
the old temple's wealth; and the glory of having the gospel preached in it, the glory of having
the gospel miracles wrought in its porches by the apostles and by the Master, was far greater
than any hecatombs of bullocks and he-goats—the glory of being, as it were, the cradle of
the Christian Church, the nest out of which should fly the messengers of peace, who, like
doves, should bear the olive branch throughout the world. I take it that the decadence of
the old system of symbols was a most fitting preparation for the incoming of the system of
grace and truth in the person of Jesus Christ; and the second temple hath this glory which
excelleth, that while the first was the glory of the moon in all its splendour, the second is
the moon going down: the sun is rising beyond her, gilding the horizon with the first beams
of the morning.

I intend to speak to you at this time about the true spiritual temple; the true second
temple, the spiritual temple, which, I think, is here spoken of—although the second temple
literally is also intended—the true spiritual temple built up, according to the text, of the desire
of all nations.

I find this passage a very difficult one in the original; and it bears several meanings in
itself. The first meaning that I give you, though it runs contrary to the great majority of
Christian expositors, is the most accurate explanation of the original. We shall bring in the
other explanations by-and-by. Reading it thus, "I will shake all nations,"” and the desire—the
desirable persons, the best part, or as the Septuagint reads it, the elect of all nations—shall
come. They shall come—the true temple of God, and they shall be the living stones that
shall compose it; or, as others read it, "The desirable things of all nations shall come," which
is, no doubt, the meaning, because the eighth verse gives the key: "The silver is mine, and
the gold is mine, saith the Lord of Hosts." The desirable things of all nations are to be brought
in as voluntary offerings to this true second temple, this spiritual living temple.

Let us begin, then, and take that sense first, and in this case we are told, in the text
concerning this second temple, what these living stones are:—

I. THE HISTORICAL DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS SHALL COME.

The choice men, the pick, the best of all men shall come and constitute the true temple of
God. Not the kings and princes, not the great and noble after the flesh—these are but the
choice of men after the manner of man's choice; but not many great men after the flesh, not
many mighty are chosen and called; but still, those whom God chooses must be the choice
ones of mankind. They will not claim to be so by nature; on the contrary, they will repudiate
any idea of any natural betterness in themselves. But God sees them as what they are to be,
as what he intends them to be, as what he makes them to be, and in this respect they are the
desire, they are the choice of all nations. To God, his people are his royal treasure, his secret
jewels, the treasury of kings—they are very precious in his sight. Their very death is precious.



Sermon 3442. The Desire of All Nations

He keeps record of their bones, and will raise their dust at the last day. If the nation did but
know it, the saints in a nation are the aristocracy of that nation. Those who fear God are the
very soul, and marrow, and backbone of a nation. For their sakes God has preserved many
a nation. For their sakes he gives unnumbered blessings. "Ye are the salt of the earth": the
earth were putrid without them. "Ye are the light of the world": the world would be dark
without them. They are the desire, I say, though often the world treats them with contempt,
and would cast them out. It has ever been thus with the blind world—to treat its best friends
worst, and its worst enemies often receive the most royal entertainment. Now what a joy it
is to us to think that God has been pleased to make unto himself a people according to his
own sovereign will and good pleasure, and that he has made these to be the desirable ones
out of all nations—that with these choice and elect ones he will build up his Church.

But the text not only tell us of the stones, but of the remarkable mode of architecture.
"The desire of all nations shall come"—they shall be brought together. Human means shall
be used to bring each one to its place, to excavate each one from its quarry; but while it is
God who speaketh, he speaks like God, for he uses shalls and wills most freely, and according
to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus, or ever the earth was, so shall the
fulfilment be. We who preach the gospel may preach with devout assurance of success. The
desire of all nations shall come. Out of this congregation the truly desirable ones shall come
to Christ. Out of the soil in which the sower sowed—the honest and good ground—is brought
forth the harvest. Out of the nations are some choice spirits who come; some whom the
Lord looks upon with great delight, and these shall come. We do not labour in vain, neither
do we spend our strength for nought. We fall back upon the doctrine of divine working and
divine choice for consolation—certainly not for an excuse for indolence, but for consolation
when we have done our best, that God is glorified in the end—"the desire of all nations shall
come."

And if you will notice in the whole text, it appears that they do not come without much
shaking. In one sense, no man comes to God with compulsion; and in another sense, no
man comes without compulsion. You see two boxes opened. There are two ways of opening
them. You see one box wrenched: there has been used evidently rough means. Who opened
it? A thief. God never opens men's hearts in that way. You see another box open—no sign
of damage, no sign of any particular labour. Who opened it? The person who had the
key—probably the owner. Hearts belong to God, and he has the keys and opens
them—sweetly opens them. And yet, though no force is used, that puts aside the positive,
free agency of man which God interferes not with; yet there is a spiritual force which may
well be described as a shaking. It is only when the tree of the nation has a thorough shaking,
that at last the prime, ripe fruit will drop down into the great Master's lap. He shakes by
Providence, by the movement of the human conscience. He shakes by the impulses of his
Holy Spirit; he shakes the spirit, and as the result the desirable persons out of all the nations
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are brought to himself. Stones that he would have, come at last out of the quarry, and he
builds them up into a temple.

And now observe that these persons, according to another rendering of the text, when
they come to build up the Church, they always bring their desire with them—they bring with
them the most desirable thing. The desirable things of all nations shall give the silver, and
the gold, and so on. He that comes to Christ brings with him all he has, and he has not come
to Christ who has left his true substance behind him. What, now, is the desire of all the na-
tions when hearts are renewed? Well, silver and gold will always be desirable, and men who
give their hearts to Christ will bring that they have of that to Christ. But the most desirable
things of manhood are not metals—dirt, mere dross, hard materialisms—no, the desirable
things of manhood are things of the soul, the heart, the spirit; and into the temple, the great
second temple, there shall come, not masses of gold and silver merely, that can adorn with
outward splendour, but also love, and faith, and holy virtue, more priceless than gems, far
richer in value than rarest mines. Oh! what a sight the Church of God is when holy angels
look upon it. We hear of some of the first Spanish invaders going into the temple of Peru,
and seeing floors, roofs, and walls made of slabs of gold, and standing astonished. But oh!
in the Church there are slabs of faith on the floor of that great temple, and walls of love, of
Christian self-sacrifice, and roofs of holy joy and Christian consolation. It is a temple that
makes spiritual eyes flash with gladness. What care they for the splendour of kings and
princes? But they care much for the true, desirable things of nations—holy emotions, holy
desires, ascriptions of gratitude, and devout acts of service of the Lord God. Oh! how glorious
is the second temple then, when the desirable men come to it, and bring with them all the
desirable things to make it glorious in the sight of God.

And then this temple, thus built and thus adorned, will continue. The text implies that
"I will shake all nations." The apostle says that this signifies the things that can be shaken;
that the things that cannot be shaken will remain, and that the desire of all nations must be
put down as a thing that cannot be shaken. The Church, then, shall never be shaken, and
the precious things that the Church gives to her God shall not be shaken. Time will change
many things. Great princes will be considered mere beggars by-and-by in the esteem of men
who know how to judge by character. Great men will shrivel into very small things—when
they come to be tried, even by posterity. And the judgement-day—ah! how will that try the
great ones of this earth? But the Christian Church—the very gates of hell shall not prevail
against her. Time shall not be able so much as to chip one of her polished stones. Her
treasures of faith, and what not, the rich things that God hath given her—these things shall
never be stolen: they can never be shaken. And then the crown of all is, "I will fill this house
with my glory," saith the Lord. This is the reason, the great charm of it all. God himself
dwells, as he dwells nowhere else, in his glory. The Church, which we think two, and call
militant and triumphant, is but one, after all, and God dwelleth in it. Oh! if we had but eyes



Sermon 3442. The Desire of All Nations

to see it, the glory of God on earth is not much less than the glory of God in heaven, for the
glory of a king in peace is one thing, but the glory of a conqueror in war is another thing,
though I know which I prefer; yet if I transfer the figure, I have no preference between the
glory of the God of peace in the midst of his obedient servants in his ivory palaces, and the
glory of the Lord of Hosts in the thick of this heavenly war, as he conflicts with human evil,
and brings forth glory to his saints out of all the mischief that Satan seeks to do to his throne
and to his sceptre. God is known in the Jerusalem below, as well as in the Jerusalem above.
"The Lord is in the midst of her." Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined.
God is in the midst of her: she shall not be moved; and though the kings gather together for
her destruction, yet his presence is the river, the streams whereof make glad the city of God.
Yes, glorious things may well be spoken of Zion when we have such stones as precious men,
such gifts as precious graces, such abiding character as God gives, and such a presence as
the presence of God Himself. But now in the next place, if we take the other rendering of
the text:—

II. THE GLORY OF THE SPIRITUAL SECOND TEMPLE IS ACTUALLY THE IN-
CARNATION OF CHRIST.

"I will shake all nations," and he who is the desire of all nations shall come—a rendering
which is not incorrect, and is established by a great mass of theologians, though, according
to some of the ablest critics, a rendering scarcely to be sustained by the original. He who is
the desire of all nations shall come, and that shall be the glory of the second spiritual temple.
Jesus Christ, then, is the desire of all nations, if so we read the text, and this is doubtless
true. All nations have a dark and dim desire for him. I say a dark desire, for without that
adjective I could scarcely speak the truth. Most interesting chapters have been written by
students of the history of mankind upon the preparedness of men's hearts for the coming
of Christ at his incarnation. It is very certain that almost all nations have a tradition of the
coming one. The Jews, of course, expected the Messiah. There were persons instructed ac-
cording to the culture of various nations, which, though they do not expect the Messiah
quite so clearly as the Jews, had almost as shrewd a guess as to what he might be and do as
the mere ritualistic and Pharisaic Jews had. There was a notion all over the world at that
time of Christ's coming, that some great one was to descend from heaven, and to come into
this world for this world's good. He was in that respect darkly and dimly the desire of all
nations. But in all nations there have been some persons more instructed to whom Christ
has really been the object of desire with much more of intelligence. Job was a Gentile and a
fearer of God. We have no reason to believe that Job was a solitary specimen of enlightened
persons: we have reason rather to hope that in all countries all over the world God has had
a chosen people, who have known and feared him, who have not had all the light which has
been given to us, but who better used what light they had, and were guided by his secret
Spirit to much more of light, perhaps, than we think it right, with our little knowledge, to
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credit them with. These, then, as representatives of all the nations, were desiring the coming
of the great Deliverer, the incarnate God; and in this sense, representatively, the whole of
the world was desiring Christ in that higher sense, and he was the desire of all nations. But,
my brethren, does this mean, or does it not mean, that Christ is exactly what all the nations
need? If they did but know, if they could but understand him, he is just what they would
desire and should desire. Were their reason taught rightly, and were their minds instructed
by the Spirit to desire the best in all the world, Christ is just what they want. All the world
desire a way to God. Hence men set up priests and anoint them with oil, and smear them
with I know not what, only that they may be mediators between them and God. They must
have something to come between their guilt and God's glorious holiness. Oh; if they knew
it, what they want is Christ. You want no priest, but the great "Apostle and High Priest of
our profession.” You want no mediator with God, but the one Mediator, the man Christ
Jesus, who is also equal with God. Oh! world, why wilt thou gad about to seek this priest
and that other deceiver, when he whom thou wantest is appointed by the Most High? He
whom Jacob saw in his dream as the ladder which reached from earth to heaven is the only
means—the Son of Man and yet the Son of God. The world wants a peacemaker; oh! how
badly it wants it now! I seem as I walk my garden, as I go to my pulpit, as I go to my bed, to
hear the distant cries and moans of wounded and dying men. We are so familiarised each
day with horrible details of slaughter, that if we give our minds to the thought, I am sure
we must feel a nausea, a perpetual sickness creeping over us. The reek and steam of those
murderous fields, the smell of the warm blood of men flowing out on the soil, must come
to us and vex our spirits. Earth wants a peacemaker, and it is he, Jesus of Nazareth, the King
of the Jews, and the friend of Gentiles, the Prince of Peace, who will make war to cease unto
the ends of the earth. Man wants a purifier. Very many nations feel, somehow or other, that
political affairs do not go as one could wish. There are great exellences in personal govern-
ment, but great disadvantages. There are great excellences in republican government, but
great disadvantages. There are supreme excellences, as we think, in our own form of govern-
ment, but a great many things to be amended, for all that; and this world is altogether out
of joint; it is a crazy old concern, and does not seem as if it could be amended with all the
tinkering of our reformers in the lapse of years. The fact is, it wants the Maker, who made
it, to come in and put it to rights. It needs the Hercules that is to turn the stream right
through the Aegean stable; it wants the Christ of God to turn the stream of his atoning sac-
rifice right through the whole earth, to sweep away the whole filth of ages, and it never will
be done unless he does it. He is the one, the true Reformer, the true rectifier of all wrong,
and in this respect the desire of all nations. Oh! i If the world could gather up all her right
desire; if she could condense in one cry all her wild wishes; if all true lovers of mankind
could condense their theories and extract the true wine of wisdom from them; it would just
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come to this, we want an Incarnate God, and you have got the Incarnate God! Oh! nations,
but ye know it not! Ye, in the dark, are groping after him, and know not that he is there.

Brethren, I may add, Christ is certainly the desire of all nations in this respect, that we
desire him for all nations. Oh! that the world were encompassed in his gospel! Would God
the sacred fire would run along the ground, that the little handful of corn on the top of the
mountains would soon make its fruit to shake like Lebanon. Oh! when will it come, when
will it come that all the nations shall know him? Let us pray for it: let us labour for it.

And one other meaning I may give to this: he is the desirable one of all nations, bringing
back the former translation of this text. He is the choice one of all nations. He is the chief
among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely. He, whom we love, is such an one that he
can never be matched by another, his rival could not be found amongst the sons of men.
There is none like him; there is none like him amongst the angels of light; there is none that
can stand in comparison with him. The desire, the one that ought to be desired, the most
desirable of all the nations, is Jesus Christ, and it is the glory of the Christian Church, which
is the second temple that Christ is in her, her head, her Lord. It is never her glory that she
condescends to make an iniquitous union with the State. It is her glory that Christ is her
sole King; it is her glory that he is her sole Prophet, and that he is her sole Priest, and that
he then gives to all his people to be kings and priests with him, himself the centre and source
of all their glory and their power.

I cannot stay longer, though the theme tempts me, but must just give you the last word,
which is this, the visible glory of the true second temple will be Christ's second coming. He,
himself, is her glory, whether at his first coming, or at his second coming. The Church will
be no more glorious at the second coming than now. "What!" say you, "no more glorious!"
No; but more apparently glorious. Christ is as glorious on the cross as he is on the throne;
it is the appearance only that shall alter. "Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in
the kingdom of their Father," but they evermore are brightness itself, in the person of Jesus
Christ. Now, brethren, we are to expect, as long as this world lasts, that all things will shake
that are to be moved. They will go on shaking. We call the world sometimes "terra firma";
it is not this world, surely, that deserves such a name as that; there is nothing stable beneath
the stars; all things else will shake, and as the shaking goes on, Jesus Christ will, to those
who know him, become more and more their desire. I suppose, if the world went on, in
some things mending and improving, and were to go up to a point, we should not want
Christ to come in a hurry; we would rather that things should be perpetuated; but the
shaking will make Christ more and more the desire of the nations. "The whole creation
groaneth," is groaning up to now, but it will groan more and more "in pain together travail-
ing"—the apostle saith—"even until now." The travailing pains grow worse and worse, and
worse, and it will be so with this world; it will travail till at last it must come to the consum-
mation of her desire. The Church will say, "Come, Lord Jesus." She will say it with gathering
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earnestness; she will continue still to say it, though there are intervals in which she will forget
her Lord, but still her heart's desire will be that he will come; and at last he will surely come
and bring to this world not only himself, the desire of all nations, but all that can be desired,
for those days of his, when he appeareth, shall be to his people as the days of heaven upon
earth, the days of their honour, the days of their rest—the day in which the kingdoms shall
belong unto Christ. Oh! brethren, it is not for me to go into details on a subject which would
require many discourses, and which could not be brought out in the few last words of a
discourse. But here is the great hope of that splendid building, the Church, which is desired.
Her glory essentially lies in the Incarnate God, who has come into her midst. Her glory
manifestly will lie in the second coming of that Incarnate God, when he shall be revealed
from heaven to those that look and are waiting for and hasting unto the coming of the Son
of God—looking for him with gladsome expectation. And this is the joy of the Church. He
has gone, but he has left word, "I will come again, and will receive you unto myself, that
where I am, ye may be also." Remember the words that were spoken of the angels to the
Church, "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye here, gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus who
is gone up from you into heaven shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go up
into heaven." In propria persona—in very deed and truth, he shall come:—

"These eyes shall see him in that day,

The God that died for me:

And all my rising bones shall say,

Lord, who is like to thee?"

Then shall come the adoption, the raising of the body, the reception of a glory to that
body re-united to the soul, such as we have not dreamed of, for eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive what God hath prepared
for them that love him. Though he hath revealed them unto us by His Holy Spirit, for the
Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God, yet have our ears heard but little
thereof, and we have not received the full discovery of the things that shall be hereafter. The
Lord bless you! May you all be parts of his Church, have a share in his glory, and a share in
the manifestation of that glory at the last.

Dear hearer, I would send thee away with this one query in thine ear—Is Christ thy
desire? Couldest thou say, with David, "He is all my salvation and all my desire"? Could you
gather up your feet in the bed, with dying Jacob, and say, "I have waited for thy will, O God"?
By your desire shall you be known. The desire of the righteous shall be granted. Delight
thyself also in the Lord, and he shall give thee the desire of thine heart.

But the desire of many is a grovelling desire: it is a sinful desire: it is a disgraceful de-
sire—a desire which, if it be attained, the attainment of it will afford very brief pleasure. Oh!
sinner let thy desires go after Christ. Remember, if thou wouldest have him, thou hast not
to earn him—fight for him—win him—but he is to be had for the asking. "Lay hold," says
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the apostle, "on eternal life." As if it were ours, if we did but grip it. God give us grace to lay
hold on eternal life, for Jesus from the cross is saying, "Look unto me, and be ye saved, all
ye ends of the earth," and from his throne of glory he still is saying, "Come unto me," exalted
on high, to give repentance and remission of sin, and he will give them both to those who
seek him. Seek him, then, this night. God grant it for his Son's sake. Amen.
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Strong Faith in a Faithful God

A Sermon

(No. 3445)

Published on Thursday, February 11th, 1915.

Delivered by

C. H. SPURGEON,

At the Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington

"I will cry unto God most high; unto God that performeth all things for me."—Psalm
57:2.

DAVID was in the cave of Adullam. He had fled from Saul, his remorseless foe; and
had found shelter in the clefts of the rock. In the beginning of this psalm he rings the alarm-
bell, and very loud is the sound of it. "Be merciful unto me," and then the clapper hits the
other side of the bell. "Be merciful unto me." He utters his misery again and again. "My soul
trusteth in thee; yea, in the shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities
be overpast.” Thus he solaces himself by faith in his God. Faith is ever an active grace. Its
activity, however, is first of all manifested in prayer. This precedes any action. "I will cry,"
says he, "unto God most high." You know how graciously he was preserved in the cave, even
when Saul was close at his heels. Amongst the winding intricacies of those caverns he was
enabled to conceal himself, though his enemy, with armed men, was close at hand. The
Targum has a note upon this, which may or may not be true. It states that a spider spun its
web over the door of that part of the cave where David was concealed. The legend is not
unlike one told of another king at a later time. It may have been true of David, and it is quite
as likely to be true of the other. If so, David would, in such a passage as this, have directed
his thoughts to the little acts God had performed for him which had become great in their
results. If God makes a spider spin a web to save his servant's life, David traces his deliverance
not to the spider, but to the wonder-working Jehovah, and he saith, "I will cry unto God
most high, unto God that performeth all things for me." It is delightful to see these exquisite
prayers come from holy men in times of extreme distress. As the sick oyster makes the pear],
and not the healthy one, so doth it seem as if the child of God brought forth gems of prayer
in affliction more pure, brilliant, and sparkling than any that he produces in times of joy
and exultation.

Our text is capable of three meanings. To these three meanings we shall call your atten-
tion briefly. "Unto God who performeth all things for me,." First, there is infinite providence.
As it stands, the words, "all things," you perceive, have been added by the translators; not
that they were mistaken in so doing, for the unlimited expression, "God that performeth
for me," allows them to supply the ellipsis without any violation of the sense. Secondly, there
is inviolable faithfulness, as we know that David here referred to God's working out the ful-
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filment of the promises he had made. We sang just now of the sweet promise of his grace
as the performing God. I think Dr. Watts borrowed that expression from this verse. Thirdly,
there is a certainty of ultimate completeness. The original has for its root the word "finishing,"
and now working it out, it means a God that performeth or, as it were, perfects and accom-
plishes all things concerning me. Whatever there is in his promise or covenant that I may
need, he will perfect for me. To begin with:—

I. THE MARVELLOUS PROVIDENCE.

The text, as it stands, speaks of a service—"I will cry unto God most high; unto God that
performeth all things for me." "All things," that is to say, in everything that I have to do, I
am but an instrument in his hand; it is God that doeth it for me. The Christian has no right
to have anything to do for which he cannot ask God's help. Nay, he should have no business
which he could not leave with his God. It is his to work and to exercise prudence, but it is
his to call in the aid of God to his work, and to leave the care of it with the God who careth
for him. Any work in which he cannot ask divine cooperation, the care of which he cannot
cast upon God, is unfit for him to be engaged in. Depend upon it, if I cannot say of the whole
of my life, "God performeth all things for me," there is sin somewhere, evil lurks in the dis-
position thereof. If I am living in such a state that I cannot ask God to carry out for me the
enterprises I have embarked in, and entirely rely on his providence for the issues, then what
I cannot ask him to do for me, neither have I any right to do for myself. Let us think,
therefore, of the whole of our ordinary life, and apply the text to it. Should we not each
morning cry unto God to give us help through the day? Though we are not going out to
preach; though we are not going up to the assembly for worship; though it is only our ordin-
ary business, that ordinary business ought to be a consecrated thing. Opportunities for God's
service should be sought in our common avocations; we may glorify God very much therein.
On the other hand, our souls may suffer serious damage, we may do much mischief to the
cause of Christ in the ordinary walk of any one day. It is for us, then, to begin the day with
prayer—to continue all through the day in the same spirit, and to close the day by commend-
ing whatsoever we have done to that same Lord. Any success attending that day, if it be real
success, is of God who gives it to us. "Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain
that build it," is a statement applicable to the whole of Christian life. It is vain to rise early
and sit up late, and eat the bread of carefulness, for so he giveth his beloved sleep. If there
be any true blessing, such blessing, as Jabez craved, when he said, "Oh! that thou wouldst
bless me indeed," it must come from the God of heaven; it can come from nowhere else.
Cry then, Christian, concerning your common life to God, say continually I will cry unto
God most high; unto God that performeth all things for you.

Peradventure at this hour you are troubled about some petty little thing, or you have
been through the day exercised about some trivial matter. Do you not think we often suffer
more from our little troubles than from our great ones? A thorn in the foot will irritate our
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temper, while the dislocation of a joint would reveal our fortitude. Often the man who would
bear the loss of a fortune with the equanimity of Job will wince and fume under a paltry
annoyance that might rather excite a smile than a groan. We are apt to be disquieted in vain.
Does not this very much arise from our forgetting that God performeth all things for us?
Do we not ignore the fact that our success in little things, our rightness in the minutinae of
life, our comfort in these inconsiderable trifles depends upon his blessing? Know ye not that
God can make the gnat and the fly to be a greater trouble to Egypt than the murrain, the
thunder, or the storm? Little trials, if unblessed—if unattended with the divine favour, may
scourge you fearfully and betray you into much sin. Commend them to God then. And little
blessings as you think them, if taken away from you, would soon involve very serious con-
sequences. Thank God then for the little. Put the little into his hand; it is nothing to Jehovah
to work in the little, for the great is little to him. There is not much difference, after all, in
our littles and our greats to the infinite mind of our glorious God. Cast all on him who
numbers the hairs of your head, and suffers not a sparrow to fall to the ground without his
decree. Unto God cry about the little things, for he performeth all things for us. Do I speak
to some who are contemplating a great change in life? Take not that step, my brother, without
much careful waiting upon God; but if thou be persuaded that the change is one that hath
the Master's approbation, fear not, for he performeth all things for thee. At this moment,
thou hast many perplexities; thou mayest chafe thyself with anxiety, and make thyself foolish
with shilly-shallying if thou dost sport with fancy, conjuring up bright dreams, and yielding
to dark forebodings. There is many a knot we seek to untie, which were better cut with the
sword of faith. We should end our difficulties by leaving them with him who knows the end
from the beginning. Up to this moment you have been rightly led: you have the same guide.
To this hour, he who sent the cloudy pillar has led you rightly through the devious track-
ways of the wilderness; follow still, with a sure confidence that all is well. If ye keep close to
him, he performeth all things for you. Take your guidance from his Word, and, waiting
upon him in prayer, you need not fear. Just now, mayhap, in addition to some exciting di-
lemma, you are surrounded with real trouble and distress. Will it not be well to cry unto
God most high, who now, in the time of your strait and difficulty, will show himself again
to you a God all-sufficient to his people in their times of need. He is always near. I do not
know that he has said, "When thou walkest through the green pastures, I will be with thee,
and when thy way lies hard by the river of the water of life, where lilies bloom, I will
strengthen thee." I believe he will do so, but I do not remember such a promise; but "When
thou goest through the rivers, I will be with thee," is a well-known word of his. If ever he is
present, it shall be in trial: if he can be absent, it will certainly not be when his servants most
want his aid. Rest ye in him then. But you say, "I can do so little in this time of difficulty."
Do what thou canst, but leave the rest to him. If thou seest no way of escape, doth it follow
that there is none? If thou seest no help, is it, therefore, to be inferred that help cannot come?
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Thy Lord and Saviour found no friend among the whole family of man, "Yet," said he, "could
I not presently pray to my Father, and he would send me twelve legions of angels?" Were it
needful for thy help, the squadrons of heaven would leave the glory-land to come to thy
rescue—the least and poorest of the children of God as thou mayest be. He will perform for
thee: be thou obedient, trustful, patient. 'Tis thine to obey, 'tis his to command, 'tis thine to
perceive, 'tis his to perform. He will perform all things for you. Very likely amongst this
audience, some are foolish enough to perplex themselves as to their future life, and forestall
the time when they shall grow old and their vigour shall be abated. It is always unwise to
anticipate our troubles. "Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof." Of all self-torture, that
of importing future trouble into present account is, perhaps, the most insane. Do you tell
me you cannot help looking into the future. Well, then, look and peer into the distance as
far as your weak vision can reach, but do not breathe upon the telescope with your anxious
breath and fancy you see clouds. On the contrary, just wipe your eyes with the soft kerchief
of some gracious word of promise, and hold your breath while you gaze through that
transparent medium. Use the eye-salve of faith. Then, whatever you discern of the future,
you will also descry this. He rules and he overrules: he will make all things work together
for good; he will surely bring you through. Goodness and mercy shall follow you all the days
of your life, and you shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. He it is who will perform
all things for you. Oh! strange infatuation! You see your weakness, you see the temptations
that will assail you, and the troubles that threaten you, and you are afraid. Look away from
them all. This is no business of yours. Leave it in his hands, who will manage well, who will
be sure to do the kindest and the best thing for you; be of good confidence and rest in peace.
So shall it be even at life's close. He performeth all things for me. I have the boundary of life
in the perspective, the almost certainty that I must die. Unless the Lord comes before my
term expires, I must close these eyes, gather up these feet in the bed, breathe a last gasp, and
yield my soul to him who gave it. Well, fear not; he helped me to live: he will help me to die.
He has made me perform up to this moment my allotted task; yea, he has performed it for
me, giving me his grace and working his providence with me. Shall I fear that he will desert
me at the last? He performeth not some things, but all things, and he cannot omit this most
important thing, which often makes me tremble. No; that must be included, for all things
are mine—death as well as life. I leave my dying hour, then, with him, and never boding ill
of it, I cry unto God most high, unto God that performeth all things for me. I want, dear
brethren, just to leave this impression in your mind, that in the great business of life, whatever
it is, while we do not sit still and fold our hands for lack of work, yet God worketh in us to
will and to do of his own good pleasure. This we recognize distinctly; if anything be done
aright, successfully, it is God that performs it, and we give him the glory. I want you to feel
that, as the task is performed by him in all its details, so to the very close of your life, all shall
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be performed of his grace through you by himself, to his own honour and praise, world
without end. The second run of thought which the text suggests is that of: —

II. INVIOLABLE FAITHFULNESS.

"Unto God that performeth all things for me." The God who made the promises has not
left them as pictures, but has made them to fulfil them. It is God who is the actual worker
of all that he declared in the covenant of grace should be wrought in and for his people.

Let us think of this as it pertains to our Redeemer's merits. "Unto God that performeth
all things for me." Meritoriously our Saviour-God has performed all things for us. Our sin
has been all put away; he bore it all—every particle of it. The righteousness that wraps us is
complete; he has woven it all from the top throughout. All that God's infinite, unflinching
justice can ask of us has been performed for us by our Surety and our Covenant Head. I
need not say I have to fight; my warfare is accomplished. I need not think I have to wash
away my sins; as a believer, my sin is pardoned. All things are performed for me. Don't
forget amidst your service for Christ what service Christ has rendered to you; do all things
for Christ, but let the stimulating motive be that Christ has done all things for you. There
is not even a little thing that is for you to do to complete the work of Christ. The temple he
has builded wants not that you should find a single stone to make it perfect. The ransom he
has paid does not wait until you add the last mite. It is all done. O soul, if Christ has com-
pletely redeemed thee and saved thee, rest thou on him, and cry to him, and if sin rebels
within thee at this present moment, fly—though thy spirit be shut up as in the Cave Adullam-
-fly to him by faith—to him who hath done all things for thee as thy Representative and
Substitute. After the same manner, all things in us that have ever been wrought there have
been performed by God for us. The Holy Spirit has wrought every fraction of good that is
within our souls. No one flower that God loves grows in the garden of our souls in the nat-
ural soil, self-sown. The first trembling desire after God came from his Spirit. The blade,
though very tender would never have sprung up if Jesus had not sown the seed. Though the
first rays of dawn were scarcely light, but only rendered the darkness visible, yet from the
Sun of Righteousness they came; no light sprang from the natural darkness of our spirit. It
could not be that life could be begotten of death, or that light could be the child of darkness.
He began the work: he led us when we went tremblingly to the foot of the cross; he helped
us when we followed him with staggering steps. The eyes with which we looked to Jesus and
believed were opened by him. Christ was revealed to us not by our own discovery, nor by
our own tuition, but the Spirit of God revealed the Son of God in our spirit. We looked and
we were lightened. The vision and the enlightening were alike from him; he performed all
for us. As I look back upon my own spiritual career, when I was seeking the Saviour, I am
wonderfully struck with the way in which God performed everything for me; for if he had
not, I do remember well when I should have rendered it impossible for me to have been
here to tell of the wonders of his grace. Hard pressed by Satan and by sin, my soul chose
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strangling rather than life. Had I known more of my own guiltiness, my heart would utterly
have broken, and my life have failed. But wisdom and prudence were mingled with the
teachings of God's law. He did not suffer the schoolmaster to be too severe, but stayed the
soul beneath the dire remorse which conviction caused. I had never believed on him if he
had not taught me to believe. To give up hope in self was desperate work, and then to find
hope in Christ seemed more desperate still. It appeared to me easy enough to believe in Jesus
while one was really believing in one's self, but when "despair" was written upon self, then
one was too apt to transfer the despair even to the cross itself, and it appeared impossible
to believe. But the Spirit wrought faith in me, and I believed. That is not my testimony only,
but the testimony of all my brethren and sisters—in that hour of sore trouble it was God
that performed all things for us. Since then and up to this moment, my brethren, if there
has been any virtue; if there has been in you anything lovely and of good repute, to whom
do you or can you attribute it? Must you not say, "Of him all my fruit was found"? You could
not have done without him. If you have made any progress, if you have made any advance,
or even if you think you have, believe me, your growth, advance, progress, have all been a
mistake unless they have come entirely from him. There is no wealth for us but that which
is digged in this mine. There is no strength for us but that which comes from the Omnipotent
One himself. "Thou who performest all things for me," must be our cry up to this hour.
What a consolation it is that our God never changes! What he was yesterday he is today.
What we find him today we shall find him for ever. Are you struggling against sin? Don't
struggle in your own strength: it is God who performeth all things for you. Victories over
sin are only sham victories unless we overcome through the blood of the Lamb, and through
the power of divine grace. I am afraid of backsliding, but I think I am more afraid still of
growing in sanctification apparently in my own strength. It is a dreadful thing for the grey
hairs to appear here and there; but it is worse still for the hair to appear to be of raven hue
when the man is weak. Only the indication is changed, but not the state itself. May we have
really what we think we have—no surface work, but deep, inner, spiritual life, wrought in
us from God—yea, every good spiritual thing from him, who performeth all things for us;
and, I say, whatever struggles may come, whatever vehement temptations assail, or whatever
thunder-clouds may burst over your heads, you shall not be deserted, much less destroyed.
In spiritual things it is God who performeth all things for you. Rest in him then. It is no
work of yours to save your own soul; Christ is the Saviour. If he cannot save you, you certainly
cannot save yourself. Why rest you your hopes where hopes never ought to be rested? Or
let me change the question. Why do you fear where you never ought to have hoped? Instead
of fearing that you cannot hold on, despair of holding on yourself, and never look in that
direction again. But if the preservation be of God, where is the cause for perturbation with
you? In him let your entire reliance be fixed. Cast the burden of your care on him who per-
formeth all things for you. Lastly, the text in its moral, literal acceptation refers to:—
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III. THE FINISHING STROKE OF A GRAND DESIGN.

It really means, "I will cry unto God most high—unto God who perfecteth all things
concerning me." David's career was charged with a great work; it was portentous with a high
destiny. He had been anointed when a lad by Samuel. The Lord had said, "I have provided
me a king among the sons of Jesse." And Samuel had taken "the horn of oil and anointed
him in the midst of his brethren." He was thus clearly ordained to be king over Israel. His
way to the throne was by Adullam. Strange route! To be king over Israel and Judah, he must
first become a rebel, a wandering vagabond, known as a chieftain of banditti, hunted about
by Saul, the reigning monarch. He must seek refuge in the courts of his country's enemies,
the Philistines—being without an earthly refuge, or place to lay his head. Strange way to a
throne! Yet the son of David had to go that way, and all the sons of God. The younger
brethren of the Crown Prince will have to find their way to their crown by much the same
route. But is not this a brave thing? Though Adullam does not look like the way to Zion,
where he shall be crowned, David is so confident that what God has said will come to pass,
so sure that Samuel's anointing was no farce, but that he must be king, that he praises and
blesses God that while he is making of him a houseless wanderer, he is perfecting that which
concerns him, and leading him by a sure path to the throne. Now, can I believe that he who
promises that I shall be with him where he is, that I may behold his glory—he who gives the
certainty to every believer that he shall enter into everlasting happiness—can I believe tonight
that he is perfecting that for me—that the way by which he is taking me tonight, so dark, so
gloomy, so full of dangers, is, nevertheless, the shortest way to heaven? that he is tonight
using the quickest method to perfect that which concerns my soul? O faith! here is something
for thee to do; and if thou canst perform it, thou shalt bring glory to God. The pith of it is
this: that if God hath the keeping of us, he will perfect the keeping in the day of Christ. In
the hand of Jesus all his people are, and in that hand they shall be for ever and ever. "None
shall pluck them out of my hand," saith he. Their preservation shall be perfected. So, too,
their sanctification. Every child of God is set apart by Christ, and in Christ, and the work
of the Spirit has commenced which shall subdue sin, and extirpate the very roots of corrup-
tion; and this work shall be perfected; nay, is being perfected at this very moment. The
dragon is being trodden down under foot. The seed of the woman within us is beginning
to bruise the serpent's head, and shall clearly bruise it and crush it, even to the death within
our soul.He is perfecting us in all things for himself. He has promised to bring us to glory.
We have the earnest of that great glory in us now. The new life is there; all the elements of
heaven are within us. Now he will perfect all these. He will not suffer one good thing that
he has planted within us to die. It is a living and incorruptible seed, which liveth and
abideth for ever. He will perfect all things for us. There is nothing that makes the saints
complete but what God will give to us. There shall be lacking us no one trait of loveliness
that is needful for the courtiers of the skies; no one virtue that is necessary in us. What a

16



Sermon 3445. Srong Faith in a Faithful God

marvellous thing is a Christian! How mean; how noble! How abject; how august! How near
to hell; how close to heaven! How fallen, yet lifted up! Able to do nothing; yet doing all
things! Doing nothing; yet accomplishing all things; because herein it is that, in the man,
and with the man, there is God, and he performeth all things for us. God, give us grace to
look away entirely, evermore, from ourselves, and to depend entirely upon him.

Now is there a soul here that desires salvation? My text gives you the clue of comfort.
Try—the thing is simple—try. Look to him: he performeth all things for you. Everything
that is wanted to save your soul, your heavenly Father will give you. Jesus, the Saviour, has
wrought out all the sinner's wants. You have but to come and take what is already accom-
plished, and rest in it. "I cannot save myself," say you. You need not: there is One who per-
formeth all things for you. "I am bruised and mangled by the fall," saith one, "as though

"o

every bone were broken." "I am incapable of a good thought; there is nothing good in me,
or that can come from me." Soul! it is not what thou canst do, but what God can do—what
Christ has done—that must be the ground of thy hope. Give thyself up unto God, most
high—unto God, who performeth all things for thee, and thou shalt be blessed indeed. God
send you away with his own blessing, for Jesus' sake. Amen.

Psalm 34:1-20.

Verse 1. I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

"Others may do what they please, and murmur, and complain, and be filled with dread
and apprehension of the future; but I will bless the Lord at all times. I can always see some-
thing for which I ought to bless him. I can always see some good which will come out of
blessing him. Therefore will I bless him at all times. And this," says the Psalmist, "I will not
only do in my heart, but I will do it with my tongue. His praise shall continually be in my
mouth," that others may hear it, that others may begin to praise him, too, for murmuring
is contagious, and so, thank God, is praise; and one man may learn from another—take the
catchword and the keyword out of another man's mouth, and then begin to praise God with
him. "His praise shall continually be in my mouth." What a blessed mouthful! If some people
had God's praises in their mouths, they would not so often have fault-finding with their
fellow-men.

"If half the breath thus vainly spent” in finding fault with our fellow-Christians were
spent in prayer and praise, how much happier, how much richer, we should be spiritually!
"His praise shall continually be in my mouth."

2. My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: the humble shall hear thereof and be glad.

Boasting is generally annoying. Even those that boast themselves cannot endure that
other people should boast. But there is one kind of boasting that even the humble can bear
to hear—nay they are glad to hear it. "The humble shall hear thereof, and be glad." That
must be boasting in God—a holy glorying and extolling the Most High with words sought
out with care that might magnify his blessed name. You will never exaggerate when you
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speak good things of God. It is not possible to do so. Try, dear brethren, and even boast in
the Lord. There are many poor, trembling, doubting, humble souls that can hardly tell
whether they are the Lord's people or not, and are half afraid whether they shall be delivered
in the hour of trouble, that will become comforted when they hear you boasting. "The humble
shall hear thereof, and be glad." "Why," says the humble soul, "God that helped that man
can help me. He that brought him up through the deep waters, and landed him safely, can
also take me through the river and through the sea, and give me final deliverance. My soul
shall make her boast in the Lord. The humble shall hear thereof, and be glad."

3. O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt His name together.

He cannot do enough of it himself. He wants others to come in and help him. First, he
charges his own heart with the weighty and blessed business of praising God, and then he
invites all around to unite with him in the sacred effort. "Magnify the Lord with me. Let us
exalt his name together."

4. I sought the LORD, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.

That was David's testimony. That is mine. Brother, that is yours. Is it not? Sister, is not
that yours too? Well, if you have such a blessed testimony, be sure to bear it. Often do you
whisper it in the mourner's ear, "I sought the Lord, and he heard me." Tell it in the scoffer's
ear. When he says, "There is no God," and that prayer is useless, say to him, "I sought the
Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears." It is a pity that such a sweet
encouraging profitable testimony should be kept back. Be sure at all proper times to make
it known. But it is not merely ourselves. There are others who can speak well of God.

5. They looked unto him, and were lightened; and their faces were not ashamed.

And who were they? Why, all the people of God—the whole company of the saints in
heaven, and the saints on earth. It can be said of them all, "They looked to him, and were
lightened." As there is life in a look, so is there light in a look. Oh! you that looked to Christ
and live, at first look to him again, if it is dark with you tonight, and speedily it shall be light
round about you. "They looked unto him, and were lightened."

6. This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles.

Who was he? He was a poor man—any poor man—nothing very particular about him,
but he was poor—a poor man. What did he do? He cried. That was the style of praying he
adopted—as a child cries—the natural expression of pain. Poor man, he did not know how
to pray a fine prayer, and he could not have preached you a sermon if you had given him a
bishop's salary for it; but he cried. He could do that. You do not need to go to the Board
School to learn how to cry. Any living child can cry. This poor man cried. What came of it?
"The Lord heard him." I do not suppose anybody else did; or, if they did, they laughed at it.
But it did not signify to him. The Lord heard him. And what came of that? He "saved him
out of all his troubles." Oh! is there a poor man here tonight in trouble. Had he not better
copy the example of this other poor man? Let him cry to the Lord about it. Let him come
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and bring his burdens before the great One who hears poor men's prayers. And, no doubt,
that poor man lived to tell the same tale as he who wrote this verse. "This poor man cried,
and the Lord heard and saved him out of all his troubles."

7. The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him and delivereth
them.

It is no wonder, then, that they are delivered, for the angels are always handy. They are
waiting round about God's people. Lo, they are not at a distance to fly swiftly and come for
our rescue, but God has set a camp of angels round about all his people. Are we not royally
attended? What a portion is ours! Many are they that be against us, but glorious are they
that be for us, both in their number and their strength. But the text does not intend so much
the angels, as one blessed, glorious, covenant angel—the angel of the Lord, the messenger
of God. He it is that holds his camp hard by his people, and sends his messengers for their
rescue in all times of difficulty.

8. O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.

That is the language of experience. Some of us have lived by trusting God for many
years, and, instead of growing weary of it, we would invite others to do the same. Oh! taste
and see that the Lord is good. You cannot know his goodness without tasting it. But there
was never a soul yet that did taste of the goodness of the Lord but what could bear cheerful
testimony that it was even so. "Oh! taste and see." Partake of it. Become practically acquainted
with it. Trust God yourselves, and none of you shall ever have to complain of God. To your
latest hour you will have to find fault with yourselves, but never once will you have to accuse
God of changeableness, or of unfaithfulness, or even of forgetfulness. "Oh! taste and see that
the Lord is good, for blessed is the man that trusteth in him."

9,10. O fear the LORD, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him. The young
lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing.

They are very strong, those young lions. They are fierce. They are rapacious. They are
cunning. And yet they do lack and suffer hunger. And there are many men in this world
that are very clever, strong in body, and active in mind. They say that they can take care of
themselves, and perhaps they do appear to prosper; but we know that often those who are
the most prosperous apparently are the most miserable of men. They are young lions, but
they do lack and suffer hunger. But when a man's soul lives upon God, he may have very
little of this world, but he will be perfectly content. He has learnt the secret of true happiness.
He does not want any good things, for the things that he does not have he does not wish to
have. He brings his mind down to his estate, if he cannot bring his estate to his mind. He is
thankful to have a little spending money on the road, for his treasure is above. He likes to
have the best things last, and so he is well content, if he has food and raiment, to urge on
his way to the rest which remaineth for the people of God. "The young lions do lack and
suffer hunger, but they that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing."
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11. Come, ye children.

Ye that are beginning life—you that want to know where true happiness is found.

11. Hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

It is that which you want to know, beyond everything else.

12, 13. What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see good?
Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile.

He that can rule his tongue can rule his whole body. Alas! that unruly member destroys
peace and happiness in thousands of cases. The tongue can no man tame, but the grace of
God can tame it; and that man begins life with a prospect of happiness whose tongue has
been tamed by grace.

14. Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.

True happiness is found in true holiness. "Depart from evil." That is, do not go after it.
But it is much more than that. Go away from it. Give it a wide berth. "Depart from evil." But
be not satisfied with the negatives. It is not enough to say, "I do not do any evil," but do
good. The only way to keep out the evil is to fill the soul full of good. We must be active in
the cause of God, or Satan will soon lead us into sin. "Depart from evil and do good."

"Seek peace.” Be of a quiet turn of mind. Be always ready to forgive. "Seek peace and
pursue it." That is, when it runs away, run after it. Make up your mind that you will have it.
There are some that seek quarrels. There are some that seek revenge. As for you, seek peace
and pursue it.

15. The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry.

God is all eye and all ear, and all his eye and all his ear are for his people. Are you dis-
tressed in heart? God sees your distress. Are you crying in secret in the bitterness of your
soul? God hears your cry. You are not alone. O lonely spirit, broken spirit, be not dismayed;
be not given to despair. God is with you. If he sees nothing else, he will see you. "The eyes
of the Lord are upon the righteous.” And if he hears no one else in the world, he will hear
you. "His ears are open to their cry."

16. The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them
from the earth.

You know what we say sometimes. "I set my face against such a thing as that." Now God
sets his face against them that do evil. You will come to an end, my friend. Your happiness,
like a bubble painted with rainbow colours, may be the object of foolish desires; but in a
little while it will burst and be gone, as the bubble is, and there will be nothing left of you.
Even your remembrance will be wiped out from the face of the earth. What numbers of
books have been written against God of which you could not get a copy now, except you
went to a museum! What numbers of men have lived that have been scoffers; and they have
had great names amongst the circles of unbelievers, but they are quite forgotten now! But
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the Christian Church treasures up names of poor, simple-hearted Christian men and wo-
men—treasures them up like jewels, and their fame is fresh after hundreds of years.

17. The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles.

That is how we live, if you want to know. God makes us righteous, and then we cry. We
often praise him. We desire to have our mouth full of it. But we cry as well, and whenever
we cry God hears, and our troubles are removed.

18. The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a
contrite spirit.

Are you here tonight, poor weeping Mary? Are you here, broken- hearted, troubled
sinner? Are you here? Are you seeking the Lord? Do not seek him any longer. You have got
him. Read the text, "The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart." He is with you
now. Speak to him; cry to him; trust him. You shall find deliverance this night.

19. Many are the afflictions of the righteous:eIt;

You should hear some of them talk, and you would soon know that; for I know some
of the righteous that seldom talk of anything else. "Oh! for badness of trade!" They have
been losing money—oh! ever since I knew them. They had not any when they started, but
they have gone on losing money every year; and I believe they always will. And they always
have pains of body. The weather is so bad. And they always have ungrateful friends. And
the church they belong to is not up to the mark. Indeed, there is nothing around them that
is right. "Many are the afflictions of the righteous."

Well now, dear brethren, as that is recorded in God's Word, and as most of us have a
pretty good acquaintance with that subject, I do not think that it is necessary for all of us to
insist upon it every day. Could not we go on to the next part of the verse? "Many are the af-
flictions of the righteous," but—but—

19. But the LORD delivereth him out of the them all.

Not out of some of the, but out of them all, however numerous they may be.

20. He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken.

He sustains no real injury. He gets flesh-wounds and bruises, but his bones are not
broken. That is to say, the substantial part of his nature is well kept and preserved.
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"Christ is all"—Colossians 3:11.

MY text is so very short that you cannot forget it; and, I am quite certain, if you are
Christians at all, you will be sure to agree with it. What a multitude of religions there is in
this poor wicked world of ours! Men have taken it into their heads to invent various systems
of religion and if you look round the world, you will see scores of different sects; but it is a
great fact that, while there is a multitude of false religions, there is but one that is true. While
there are many falsehoods, there can be but one truth; real religion is, therefore, one. There
is but one gospel—the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. What a wonderful thing it is that
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, should be born of humble parents, and live as a poor man in
this world, for the purpose of our salvation! He lived a life of suffering and trial, and at
length, through the malignity of his enemies, was crucified on Calvary as an outcast of society.
"Now," said they, "there is an end of his religion; now it will be such a contemptible thing,
that nobody will ever call himself a Christian; it will be discreditable to have anything to do
with the name of the man Jesus, the prophet of Nazareth." But it is a wonderful fact that this
religion has not only lived, but is at this hour as strong as ever. Yes! the religion he founded
still exists, and is still powerful, and constantly extending. While other religions have sunk
into the darkness of the past, and the idols have been cast to the moles and to the bats, the
name of Jesus is still mighty; and it shall continue to be a blessed power so long as the universe
shall endure.

The religion of Jesus is the religion of God; hence, notwithstanding all the obloquy and
persecution which it has had to encounter, it still exists, and still flourishes. It is this religion
which I shall attempt to preach to you—the one gospel of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ—and the text embraces it all in the most comprehensive manner, "Christ is all."

I shall use it, first as a test to try you, and, afterwards, as a motive to encourage you. 1
want, first, to sift you, to see how many of you are the people of God, and how many are
not. I shall make my text a great sieve, and put you in it to see which is wheat and which is
chaff. We must consider this passage in two or three senses in order, first, to use it as:—

I. ATEST TO TRY YOU.

Christ must be all, as your Great Master and Teacher. There are some who set up a certain
man as their authority; they regard him as their master, they look up to him as their teacher,
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and whatever he says is right; it is the truth, and is not to be disputed. Or, perhaps, they have
taken a certain book, other than the Bible, and say, "We will judge all things by this book";
and if the preacher does not teach exactly the creed written in that book, he is set down as
not sound in the faith, and this they do not hesitate to say at once, because he does not come
up to the standard of their little book! We meet with many people in this world who make
their creed, their one little narrow creed, everything, and they measure everything and
everybody by that. But, my friends, I must have you say that "Christ is all,”and not any man,
however good or great, before I can allow that you are Christians. We have not to follow
men. Our faith stands not in the wisdom of man, but in the power of God. We are to follow
no man, except so far as he follows Christ, who alone is our Master. Be not deceived; submit
not yourselves to creeds, to books, or to men; give yourselves to the study of God's Word,
derive your creed and the doctrines of your faith from it alone, and then you will be able to
say:—

"Should all the forms that men devise

Assault my faith with treacherous art,

I'd call them vanity and lies,

And bind the gospel to my heart."

Let Christ be your only Master, and say, in the words of our text, "Christ is all." Now
can you say this, or are you boasting, "The Baptists are all"—"The Wesleyans are all"—"The
Church of England is all"? As the Lord lives, if you are saying that, you do not know his
truth; because you are not testifying that "Christ is all," but simply uttering the Shibboleth
of your little party. I should like to see the word party blotted out from the vocabulary of
the Christian Church. I thank God that I have no sympathy whatever with that which is
merely sectarian, and have grace given me to protest against it, and to exclaim:—

“Let party names no more

The Christian world o'erspread";

since:—

"Gentile and Jew, and bond and free,

Are one in Christ, their Head."

If "Christ is all" to you, you are Christians; and I, for one, am ready to give you the right
hand of brotherhood. I do not mind what place of worship you attend, or by what distinctive
name you may call yourselves, we are brethren; and I think, therefore, that we should love
one another. If, my friends, you cannot embrace all who love the Lord Jesus Christ, no
matter to what denomination they may belong, and as belonging to the universal Church,
you have not hearts large enough to go to heaven; because, if such be your contracted views,
you cannot possibly say, "Christ is all."

Next, Christ must be all, as your principal object in life—your chief good. Your great aim
must be to glorify Christ on the earth, in the hope and expectation of enjoying him for ever
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above. But as it regards some of you, Christ is not your all. You think more of your shop
than you do of him. You are up early in the morning looking at your ledgers, and all day
long toiling at your business. Do not mistake me: I dislike lazy people, who let the grass
grow over their shoes; and God disapproves of them too. We want no lazy gospellers. The
true Christian will say, "I know that I am bound to be diligent in business; but I want to
work for eternity as well as for time. I need something besides earthly riches; I want an in-
heritance not made with hands, a mansion not built by man, a possession in the skies." Are
you making this world you all? Poor souls, if you are, the world and the fashion thereof are
passing away; your all will soon be gone. I fancy I see a rich man, one whose gold is his all,
when he gets into the next world, looking for his gold, and wondering where it is, and being
atlength compelled to exclaim, in despair, "Oh! my all is gone!" But if you can say that Christ
is your all, then your treasure will never be gone; for he will never leave you, nor forsake
you. Not only in this world, but also in that which is to come, you shall be happy and blessed,
for you shall be crowned with glory, and made to sit with Christ on his throne for ever.

"Well," says some easy-going gentleman, "I do not make business my all, I assure you;
not I: my maxim is, let us enjoy this life, let us fill the glass to the brim, and live in pleasure
while we may." I have a word also for you Do you think that such a course of conduct will
fit you for heaven, for the enjoyments of eternity? Do you imagine that, when you come to
die, it will be any pleasure for you to think of your drunkenness? When you are lying on a
sick bed, will your oaths bring you any peace, as they reverberate upon your conscience,
just as I hear my voice, at this moment, echoing back to my ears the words I am saying? I
think I see you starting up as you hear your blasphemies against God thus returning upon
you, while, with a mind oppressed with anguish, and eyes starting from their sockets, you
exclaim in your terror, "T hear my own oaths again! God is coming to call me to judgment;
to demand of me why I dare blaspheme his name!" and the Judge will say, "You, with oaths
and curses, profaned my holy name; you asked me to curse your soul, and now I will do it;
you prayed in your profane moments that you might be lost, and now you shall be." How
horrible that would be! You who say pleasure is all, let me warn you that you will have to
drink the bitter dregs of the cup of pleasure to all eternity, no matter how sweet the draught
may now be to your taste.

But there are some more moderate people, who are by no means extravagant in their
pleasures, and are great sticklers for religion; they go to church or chapel every Sunday, and
believe themselves to be very good sort of people, and such as will be accepted at the last
day, and placed on the right hand of the throne. Again I put the question, can you say,
"Christ is all"? No; you cannot say that. Many of you make the externals of religion your all,
resting in the letter, but knowing or caring nothing for the spirit. This will not do; and you
are not such Christians as Christ will own if you are making anything your all but himself.
Religion is not to be stowed away in the dark garret of the brain. Christianity is a heart reli-
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gion, and if you cannot say, from the very depths of your being, "Christ is all," you have
neither part nor lot in the blessings and privileges of the gospel, and your end will be destruc-
tion, everlasting banishment from the presence of the Lord. God grant it may not be so; but
that in both your lives and mine we may each be enabled to say of a truth, "Christ is all"; and
that we may meet again around the eternal throne!

Next, Christ will be all, as the source of your joy. Some people seem to think that Chris-
tians are a very melancholy sort of folk, that they have no real happiness. I know something
about religion, and I will not admit that I stand second to any man in respect of being happy.
So far as I know religion, I have found it to be a very happy thing.

"I would not change my blest estate,

For all that earth calls good or great."

I used to think that a religious man must never smile; but, on the contrary, I find that
religion will make a man's eye bright, and cover his face with smiles, and impart comfort
and consolation to his soul, even in the deepest of his earthly tribulations. In illustration of
this, I might tell you the story of a poor man who lives in one of the courts in Holborn, who
experiences great joy in religion, even in the midst of the deepest poverty. A Christian visitor,
going up into the poor man's room at the top of the house, said, "My friend, how long have
you been in this place?"

‘I have not been downstairs, nor walked across the room, these twelve months."

"Have you anything to depend upon?"

"Nothing," he replied; but recollecting himself, he added, "I have a good Father up in
heaven, and I depend upon him entirely, and he never lets me want. Some kind Christian
friends are sure to call, and they never go away without leaving me something; and I get
enough to live on and pay my rent, and I am very happy. I would not change places with
anybody in the world, for I have Jesus Christ with me, and my heavenly Father will take me
home by-and-bye, and then I shall be as rich as any of them—shall I not, sir? Sometimes I
get very low, and Satan tells me that I am not a child of God, and that I had better give up
all as lost; but I tell him that he is a great coward to come and meddle with a poor weak
creature like me; and I show him the blood, sir; and I tell him the blood of Jesus Christ
cleanseth from all sin; and when I show Satan the precious blood, sir, he leaves off tempting
me, and flees directly, for he cannot bear the sight of the Saviour's blood."

Thus we see that true religion can cheer the sick man's couch, can make the poor man
feel that he is rich, and bid him be joyful in the Lord. Well did the old man say that the
devil cannot bear the sight of the Saviour's blood; and if, beloved friends, you can take
Christ's blood, and put it on your conscience, however sinful you may have been, you will
be able to sing of Christ as all your hope, all your joy, and all your support. I ask you who
love Jesus, does religion ever make you unhappy? Does love to Jesus distress you, and make
you miserable? It may bring you into trouble sometimes, and cause you to endure persecution
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for his name's sake. If you are a child of God, you will have to suffer tribulation; but all the
afflictions which you may be called upon to endure for him will work for your good, and
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which is to be revealed hereafter.

Now, then, let me ask, could you go with me while I have been speaking? Can you now
say that Christ is your only Master, your chief good, your only joy? "Oh! yes; I do love Jesus,
because he first loved me." Then, welcome, brother; you are one with Jesus, and we are one
with each other. But if you cannot say it, how terrible it shall be with some of you, when
you shall find your gourds wither, the props whereon you now lean struck down at a blow,
your false refuges swept away, and, deprived of all your feathers and finery, your soul will
appear before God in its true character! May it not be so with any of you, but may you be
united to Christ by living faith, which works by love, and purifies the heart! Secondly, I shall
now consider the text as:—

II. A MOTIVE TO ENCOURAGE YOU.

"Christ is all." My beloved friends, in what is he all? Christ is all in the entire work of
salvation. Let me just take you back to the period before this world was made. There was a
time when this great world, the sun, the moon, the stars, and all which now exist throughout
the whole of the vast universe, lay in the mind of God, like unborn forests in an acorn cup.
There was a time when the Great Creator lived alone, and yet he could foresee that he would
make a world, and that men would be born to people it; and in that vast eternity a great
scheme was devised, whereby he might save a fallen race. Do you know who devised it? God
planned it from first to last. Neither Gabriel nor any of the holy angels had anything to do
with it. I question whether they were even told how God might be just, and yet save the
transgressors. God was all in the drawing up of the scheme, and Christ was all in carrying
it out. There was a dark and doleful night! Jesus was in the garden, sweating great drops of
blood, which fell to the ground; nobody then came to bear the load that had been laid upon
him. An angel stood there to strengthen him, but not to bear the sentence. The cup was put
into his hands, and Jesus said, "Father, must I drink it?" and his Father replied, "If thou dost
not drink, sinners cannot be saved"; and he took the cup and drained it to its very dregs. No
man helped him. And when he hung upon that accursed tree of Calvary, when his precious
hands were pierced, when:—

"From his head, his hands, his feet,

Sorrow and love flowed mingled down,"

there was nobody to help him. He was "all" in the work of salvation.

And, my friends, if any of you shall be saved, it must be by Christ alone. There must be
no patchwork; Christ did it all, and will not be helped in the matter. Christ will not allow
you, as some say, to do what you can, and leave him to make up the rest. What can you do
that is not sinful? Christ has done all for us; the work of redemption is all finished. Christ
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planned it all, and worked out all; and we, therefore, preach a full salvation through Jesus
Christ.

What could we poor mortals do towards saving ourselves? Our best works are but mean
and worthless to that great end; I am sure I could not do it. My preaching—I am ashamed
of that, and there are a thousand faults in my prayers. God wants nothing of us by way of
"making up" Christ's work; but he cancels all the sins, and blots out all the transgressions of
everyone who trusts to his Son's death.

If I have found Christ, I have found all. "I have not strong faith," say you. Never mind;
Christ is all. "I do not feel my sins sufficiently”; but Christ is all. Many people think they
must feel a load of repentance before they may hope Christ will receive them. I know every
child of God will repent; but we are not all brought to the cross by the terrors of the law. It
is not your feelings, my friends, that will save you; but Christ only, Christ standing in your
stead, Christ being your Substitute. If, feeling your need of his grace to pardon you, and his
righteousness to justify you before God, you can but just look to Christ, though you have
nothing good about you, you will have done all that is necessary to carry you to heaven;
because it is not your act that can save you, but the act of Christ alone. A little while ago, I
had a conversation with an Irishman, who had been to hear me preach. He had come to ask
me, he said, the way of salvation. "What troubles me," said he, "is this: God says that he will
condemn the sinner, and punish him; then how can God forgive, because he must punish
it he would keep his word?" I placed before him the Scriptural view of the atonement, in the
substitution of Christ for the sinner; and the poor man was astonished and delighted beyond
measure, never having understood the beauty and simplicity of the gospel way of salvation
before. "Is it really so?" said he. "It is in the Bible," I replied. "Then the Bible must be true,"
said he, "for nobody but God could have thought it."

If Jesus Christ is our Surety, friends, we are safe from the demands of the law. If Christ
is our Substitute, we shall not suffer the penalty due to sin; for God will never punish the
same sin twice. If I have nothing but Christ, I do not want anything else, for Christ is all. If
Christ is your all, you will not want anything to help you, either in living or in dying. Now
for two thoughts before I close.

1. If a man has Christ, then what does he want else? If a man has Christ, he has everything.
If I want perfection, and I have Christ, I have absolute perfection in him. IfI want righteous-
ness, I shall find in him my beauty and my glorious dress. I want pardon, and if I have Christ,
I am pardoned. I want heaven, and if I have Christ, I have the Prince of heaven, and shall
be there by-and-bye, to live with Christ, and to dwell in his blessed embrace for ever. If you
have Christ, you have all. Do not be desponding, do not give ear to the whisperings of Satan
that you are not the children of God; for if you have Christ, you are his people, and other
things will come by-and-bye. Christ makes you complete in himself; as the apostle says, "Ye
are complete in him." I think of poor Mary Magdalene; she would have nothing to bring of
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her own; she would remember that she had been a harlot; but when she comes to heaven's
gates, she will say, "I have Christ,” and the command will go forth, "Let her in, Gabriel; let
her in." Here comes a poor squalid wretch, what has he been doing? He has never learned
to write, he scarcely went even to a Ragged- school, but he has Christ in his heart. "Gabriel,
let him in." Next comes a rich bad man, with rings on his fingers, and fine clothes upon his
person; but the command is, "Shut the gates, Gabriel; he has no business here." Then comes
a fine flaming professor of the gospel; but he never knew Christ in his heart. "Shut the gate,
Gabriel." If a man has Christ, he has all for eternity; and if he has not Christ, he is poor, and
blind, and naked, and will be miserable for ever. Will not you, then, who are listening to me
now, resolve, in the strength of the Lord, to seek him at once, and make him your Friend?
No matter what may be your state or condition, you are invited to come to him.

Ye blind, ye lame, who are far from Christ, come to him, and receive your sight, and
obtain strength! He is made your all; you need bring nothing in your hand to come to him.
"Ah!" says one, "I am not good enough yet." Beggars do not talk thus: they consider that, the
more needy they are, the more likely are they to obtain that for which they ask. The worse
the dress, the better for begging. It is the same with respect to the gospel; and you are invited
to come to Christ just as you are, naked and miserable, that he may clothe and comfort you.

2. My last thought is this: How poor is that man who is destitute of Christ! If I were to
say to some one of you that you are poor, you would reply, "I am not poor; I have 250 pounds
ayear comingin, a decent house, and an excellent situation.” And yet, if you have not Christ,
you are a poor man indeed. Look at that poor worldling with a load of 10,000 pounds upon
his back, a quantity of stocks and annuities in one hand, policies and railway scrip in the
other; but he is wretched with all his wealth, though he can hardly carry it. There is a poor
beggar-woman, who says to him, "Let me take a part of your burden"; but the miserable
man refuses all assistance, and resolves to carry all his load himself. But by-and-bye he comes
to a great gulf, and, instead of finding these riches help him, they hang around his neck like
millstones, and weigh him down. Yet there are some who would do anything for gold. If
there be one man more miserable than another in hell, it must be the man who robbed his
neighbours to feather his own nest; such feathers will help the flight of the arrows which
shall pierce his soul to all eternity. No matter what your wealth, if you have not Christ, you
are miserably poor; but with Christ, you are rich to all eternity.

Methinks I see one of you ungodly ones in your last moments; someone stands by your
bedside, and watches your face; the death-sweat comes over you, and the big drops stand
on your brow; the strong man is bowed down, and the mighty one falls; and now the eye
closes, and the hand falls powerless—life is fled. Ah! but the soul never dies! Up it flies to
appear at God's bar. How will it appear there? Oh! the poor soul without Christ! It will be
a naked soul; it will have no garment to cover it—it will be a perishing soul, no salvation for
it. Mercy cannot be secured then; it will be in vain to pray then, because the lamp will be
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put out in eternal darkness. And the Judge will say, in tones that will pierce you to the quick,
"Depart from me, ye cursed."

May God give all of you grace to repent, and to embrace the salvation which is revealed
in the gospel! Every sin-sick soul may have Christ; but as for you who are Pharisees, and
trusting in yourselves that you are righteous, if you know nothing about sin, you can know
nothing about Christ. The way to be saved is to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. "But what
is it to believe?" you say. I have heard of a captain who had a little son, and this little boy
was very fond of climbing aloft. One day he climbed to the mast-head, and the father saw
that, if the boy attempted to return, he would be dashed to pieces; he, therefore, shouted to
him not to look down, but to drop into the sea. The poor boy kept fast hold of the mast; but
the father saw it was his only chance of safety, and he shouted once more, "Boy, the next
time the ship lurches, drop, or I will shoot you." The boy is gone; he drops into the sea, and
is saved. Had he not dropped, he must have perished. This is just your condition: so long
as you cling to works and ceremonies, you are in the utmost peril; but when you give
yourselves up entirely to the mercy of Christ, you are safe. Try it, sinner; try it, that is all.
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved," is Christ's promise, and it shall never fail
you. The invitation is to all who thirst. "The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come, and take the water of life freely."
I have heard that, in the deserts where they can only get water at long intervals, they send
aman on a camel in search of it; when he sees a pool, he springs off his beast, and before he
himself drinks he calls out, "Come," and there is another man at a little distance, and he
shouts, "Come," and one further away still repeats the word, "Come," until the whole desert
resounds with the cry, "Come," and they come rushing to the water to drink. Now I do not
make the gospel invitation wider than the declaration of the Word of God, "Whosoever will,
let him take the water of life freely.” Whosoever you are, and whatsoever you may have been,
if you feel your need of Christ, "Come," and he will receive you, and give you to drink of the
water of life freely.

Colossians 3; 4:1-4. Psalm 28:1-6.

Verse 1. If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ
sitteth on the right hand of God.

Oh! how often we need to be called to this, for the flesh is grovelling, and it holds down
the spirit; and very often we are seeking the things below as if we had not yet attained to the
new life, and did not know anything about the resurrection power of Christ within the soul.
Now, if it be that you, believers, have risen with Christ, do not live as if you had never done
so, but "seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God."

2. Set your affection.

Not "your affections.” Tie them up into one bundle. Make one of them.

2. On things above, not on things on the earth.
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You say that you were dead with Christ, and that you have risen with Christ. Live, then,
the risen life, and not the life of those who have never undergone this matchless process.
Live above.

3. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

The old life is dead. You are dead to it. You will not be consumed by it: you cannot be
controlled by it. You have a newer and higher life. Let it have full scope.

4. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

Christ was hidden while he was here. The world knew him not. So is your life. But there
is to be a glorious manifestation. When Christ is made manifest, so shall you be. Wait for
him.

5. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness,
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

Since you are dead, let all the lusts of the flesh be put to death. Kill those. They were
once a part of you. Your nature lusted this way. Mortify them. Do not merely restrain them
and try to keep them under. These things you are to have nothing to do with.

6, 7. For which things sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: In
the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.

"When ye lived in them" But now you do not live in them. You are dead to them. If it
should ever come to pass that you fall into any of these things, you will loathe yourself with
bitterest repentance that you could find comfort, satisfaction, life in them. You are dead to
them.

8-10. But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communic-
ation out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with
his deeds: And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of
him that created him:

No lies. Such communications are filthy. But you put these things away through your
union with Christ in his risen life. Therefore, abhor them. Avoid the very appearance of
them, and cry for grace to be kept from them, for you have been "renewed in knowledge
after the image of him that created him."

11. Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian,
Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.

In the new life there is no distinction of race and nationality. We are born into one
family; we become members of Christ's body; and this is the one thing we have got to keep
up—separation from all the world beside: no separations in the church, no disunion, nothing
that would cause it, for we are one in Christ, and Christ is all. Now, as we have to put off
these things, that is the negative side: that is the law's side, for the law says, "Thou shalt
not"—"Thou shalt not." But now look at the positive side.
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12. Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness,
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering:

This is what you have got to wear, even on the outside—to put it on; not to have a latent
kindness in your heart, and a degree of humbleness deep down in your soul if you could get
at it; but you are to put it on. It is to be the very dress you wear. These are the sacred vest-
ments of your daily priesthood. Put them on.

13. Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against
any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

Just as readily, just as freely, just as heartily, just as completely.

14-15 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And let
the peace of God rule in your hearts.

For that is the great foundation of every godly fruit. We are in such a hurry, in such
dreadful haste, so selfish, so discontented, so impetuous, and the major part of our sins
spring from that condition of mind. But if we were godly, restful, peaceful, how many sins
we should avoid! "Let the peace of God rule in your hearts."

15. To the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

It looks like a very small virtue to be thankful. Yet, dear friends, the absence of it is one
of the grossest of vices. To be ungrateful is a mean thing: to be ungrateful to God is a base
thing. And yet how many may accuse themselves of it! Who among us is as grateful as he
should be? Be thankful.

16. Let the word of Christ dwell in you.

Alexander had a casket of gold studded with gems to carry Homer's works. Let your
own heart be a casket for the command of Christ. "Let the word of Christ dwell in you."

16-18 Richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in
word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by
him. Wives submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.

See how our being Christians does not relax the bonds of our Christian relationship,
but it calls us to the higher exercise of the responsibilities and duties connected therewith.

19. Husbands love your wives, and be not bitter against them.

Oh! there are some spirits that are very bitter. A little thing puts them out, and they
would take delight in a taunt which grieves the spirit. I pity the poor woman who has such
bitterness where she ought to have sweetness: yet there be some such husbands.

20-21 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.
Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.

The duties are mutual. Scripture maintains an equilibrium. It does not lay down com-
mands for one class, and then leave the other to exercise whatever tyrannical oppression it
may please. The child is to obey, but the father must not provoke.
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22. Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice,
as menpleasers;

How much there is of that! How quickly the hands go when the master's eye looks on!
But the Christian servant remembers God's eye, and is diligent always. "Not with eye service
as men-pleasers.”

22. Chap. 4:2 But in singleness of heart, fearing God: And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily,
as to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the
inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong
which he hath done; and there is no respect of persons. Masters, give unto your servants that
which is just and equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven. Continue in prayer,
and watch in the same with thanksgiving.

See how he keeps putting that in—"Be ye thankful"—"with thanksgiving." Why, that is
the oil that makes the machinery go round without its causing obstruction. May we have
much of that thanksgiving.

3,4. Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak
the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: that I may make it manifest, as I ought
to speak.

So the preacher of the gospel asks your prayers: and it is a part of the duties arising out
of the relationship between Christian men that those who are taught should pray for those
who teach God's Word.
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"Buy the truth, and sell it not."—Proverbs 23:23.

JOHN Bunyan pictures the pilgrims as passing at one time through Vanity Fair, and in
Vanity Fair there were to be found all kinds of merchandise, consisting of the pomps and
vanities, the lusts and pleasures of this present life and of the flesh. Now all the dealers, when
they saw these strange pilgrims come into the fair began to cry, as shopmen will do, "Buy,
buy, buy—buy this, and buy that." There were the priests in the Italian row with their cruci-
fixes and their beads. There were those in the German row with their philosophies and their
metaphysics. There were those in the French row with their fashions and with their pretti-
nesses. But the one answer that the pilgrims gave to all the dealers was this—they looked
up and they said, "We buy the truth; we buy the truth," and they would have gone on their
way if the men of the Fair had not laid them by the heels in the cage, and kept them there,
one to go to heaven in a chariot of fire, and the other afterwards to pursue his journey alone.
This is very much the description of the genuine Christian at all times. He is surrounded
by vendors of all sorts of things, beautifully got up and looking exceedingly like the true
article, and the only way in which he will be able to pass through Vanity Fair safely is to
keep to this, that he buys the truth, and if he adds to that the second advice of the text, and
never sells it, he will, under divine guidance, find his way rightly to the skies. "Buy the truth,
and sell it not."

Is not the parable we have just read a sort of enlargement of our text? When the mer-
chantman all over the world had travelled to find out some pearl that should have no flaw,
some diamond of the purest water fit to glisten in the crown of royalty, at last in his re-
searches, he met with a gem the like of which he had never seen before, and, knowing that
here was wealth for him, in the joy of his discovery, he sold all that he had that he might
buy that pearl. Even so, the text seems to tell us, that truth is the one pearl beneath the skies
that is worth having, and whatever else we buy not, we must buy the truth, and whatever
else we may have to sell, yet we must never sell the truth, but hold it fast as a treasure that
will last us when gold has cankered, and silver has rusted, and the moth has eaten up all
goodly garments, and when all the riches of men have gone like a puff of smoke, or melted
in the heat of the judgment day like the dew in the beams of the morning sun. Buy the truth.
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Here is the treasure. Cost it what it may, buy you it. Here is the piece of merchandise which
you must buy, but must not sell. You may give all for it, but you may take nothing in exchange
for it, since there is nothing that can be likened unto it.

With this as a preface, let us now come straight up to the text, and we shall notice:—

I. THE COMMODITY THAT IS SPOKEN OF.

"Buy the truth.” I shall not speak tonight of those common forms of truth that relate to
politics, to history, to science, or to ordinary life, yet would I say of all these—buy the truth.
Never be afraid of the truth. Never be afraid in anything of having your prejudices knocked
on the head. Always be determined, come what may, even though truth should prove you
to be a fool, yet to accept the truth, and though it should cost you dear, yet still to pursue it,
for in the long run they who build mere speculations, fancies, and errors, though they may
seem to build suitable structures for the time, shall find that they are wood, hay, and stubble,
and shall be consumed; but he that keeps to what he knows, to matters of fact, and matters
of truth, builds gold, silver, and precious stones, which the trying fire of the coming ages
shall not be able to destroy. I would sooner discover one fact, and lay down one certain
truth, than be the author of ten thousand theories, even though these theories should for a
while rule all the thought of mankind.

But I speak now of religious truth. Buy that truth; buy that truth above all others. And
here we must have three heads. First, in the matter of doctrinal truth, buy the truth. Holy
Scripture is the standard of truth. To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according
to this word, it is because there is no truth in them. "Thy word is truth.” Here is silver tried
in the furnace and purified seven times. Speak of Infallibility? It is not at Rome, but it is here
in this Book. Here is an infallible witness to the truth of God, and he that is taught of the
Holy Spirit to understand it gets at the truth. Now, dear brethren, do aim to get the right
truth, the real truth, as to matters of doctrine. Count it not a trifle to be sound in the faith.
Think no error to be harmless, for truth is very precious, and error, even when we do not
see it to be so, may lead to the most solemn consequences of mischief. In this world we see
too much of salvation without Christ—I mean we meet with many who believe that they
are saved because they have been baptized, or confirmed, or passed through the ceremonies
of the church to which they belong. They have not looked to the precious blood; they are
not depending simply upon the finished work of the Redeemer, but something else than
Christ has become their confidence. Now, avoid that, and buy the truth, which lies here,
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” We hear too much nowadays of
regeneration without faith—the supposed regeneration of unconscious babes, the new birth
of people through drops of water, when they are not able to understand what is performed
upon them. I beseech you believe that there is no new birth where there is not a confidence
in Christ, and that the regeneration which does not lead to repentance and faith, which is
not, indeed, immediately attended therewith, is no regeneration whatever. Buy the truth in
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this matter. Stand to it that it is the work of the Holy Spirit in rational and intelligent beings,
leading them to hate sin, and to lay hold of eternal life. Alas! we have in some quarters too
much of faith is trusted in, which is not practical. Men say they believe, but they do not
prove it by their lives. They remain in sin, and yet wrap themselves up in the belief that they
are God's chosen ones. From such turn away, and remember that a faith without works is
dead, and only the faith that changes the character, sanctifies the life, and leads the man to
God, is the faith which will save the soul. We must see to it that in our doctrine we bow our
judgment to the teachings of Scripture, and try to be conformed to all the revelation of God,
and especially to all the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ. May we not fall into one error
or another. Scylla is there and Charybdis is there, and he is a happy helmsman who can steer
between the two. You shall fall into this ism or into that, unless you keep to the truth. Never
mind whether you can make the truth always consistent to your own judgment or not. If it
is the truth, believe it; and though it should seem to contradict another truth, yet hold to it,
if it is in the Word, waiting till clearer light shall reveal to you that all these truths stood in
a wonderful harmony and consistency which, at first, you could not perceive. In doctrine,
buy the truth.

But, secondly, buy experimental truth. I know not another word to use; I mean truth
within, the truth experienced. See that this be real truth. How easy it is to be deceived with
the notion that we are converted when we still need to be converted; to fancy that, because
we have the approbation of our minister and of our Christian friends, we must, therefore,
necessarily be the people of God. There is only one true new birth, but there are fifty coun-
terfeits of it. In this respect, then, buy the truth. Let me have you beware of an experience
which has a faith in it that was never attended with repentance. I am afraid of a dry-eyed
faith. That faith seems to me to be the faith of God's elect, whose eyes are full of tears. If
thou hast never felt thyself a sinner, never trembled under the law of God, never felt that
thou hast deserved to be cast into hell, I am afraid thy faith is a mere presumption, and not
the faith that looks to Christ. Beware of an experience that lies in talk, and not in feeling.
Mr. Talkative, in Bunyan's Pilgrim could speak very glibly about religion; no man more so
than he; he was fit to take the chair in an assembly of divines; but it was not heart-work; it
was all surface-work. Plough deep, my brethren. Feel what you believe. Let it be with you
real homework, soul-work, the work of God the Holy Ghost—not a temporary excitement,
not head-knowledge, not theory. May the truth be burned into your souls by the operation
of the Holy Ghost. In this respect, buy the truth. Alas! we see nowadays in many professors
a great deal of life without struggle, and I think I have learned that all spiritual life that is
not attended with struggles in a mistake, for Isaac, the child of the promise, is sure to be
mocked by Ishmael. No sooner does the seed of the woman come into the world than the
seed of the serpent tries to destroy it. You must, and will, find a battle going on within you
if you are a believer. Sin will contest it with grace, and grace will seek to reign over sinful
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corruptions. Be afraid of too easy an experience. "Moab is at ease from his youth; he hath
not been emptied from vessel to vessel; for the time cometh when the Lord will search Jeru-
salem with candles, and punish the men that are settled upon their lees." There must be
strivings within, or we may well beware of such an experience. And I think I have noticed
a growing feeling abroad of confidence without self-examination. I would have you hold to
believe God's Word, but do not take your own state at haphazard. Do not conclude that you
are a Christian because you thought you were ten years ago. Day by day bring yourself to
the touchstone. He that cannot bear examination will have to bear condemnation. He that
dare not search himself will find that God will search him. He that is afraid to look himself
in the face has need to be afraid to look the Judge in the face when the great white throne
shall be placed, and all the world summoned to judgment. Confidence is quite consistent
with self-examination, and I pray you in this thing buy the truth, and seek to have a religion
that will bear the test—a true faith, a living faith, a faith that moves your soul, a deep-rooted
faith, a faith which is the supernatural work of the Holy Ghost, for the time cometh when,
as the Lord liveth, nothing short of this will stand you in good stead.

Again, I spoke of three sorts of truth—doctrinal truth, experimental truth, and now
practical truth. By practical truth I mean our actions being consistent, and those of a right
and straightforward course. In this matter, buy the truth. You profess to be a Christian: be
a Christian. You say that you are a follower of Christ: follow him, then. You know it is right
to be a man of integrity and uprightness: be so. Let no dirty tricks of trade, let no meannesses,
let none of those white lies which degrade commerce nowadays, ever come across your path,
except to be reprobated and abhorred. Walk straight forward. Learn not to tack. Do not
wish to understand policy, and craft, and cunning. Buy the truth. It will shame the world
yet. He that speaks out his mind, says what he means, and means what he says, does the just
thing, does the right thing, fears no man, and lifts his head boldly in the face of all creation
if it dares to whisper that it will enrich him by his doing wrong—that is the man that buys
the truth practically. You know how it can be carried out in commerce readily enough, in
the parlour, in the drawing-room, and in the kitchen. There is a truthful way for a shoe-
black to black shoes in the street, and there is a lying way of doing it. There is a truthful way
of doing the commonest actions, and there is a false method of doing the very self-same
thing. In this respect, then, buy the truth, as to the straightforwardness, the clean, sharp
transparency of your moral character and of your Christian conduct. Never seem to be what
you are not, or if you must for a while be in that position, count that you are unfortunate,
and escape from it as soon as you can. Never do what you are ashamed of; it matters not
who sees. Think always that God sees, and with God for a witness you have enough of ob-
servers. Only do that which you would have done if all eyes were fixed on you, and you were
observed even of your most cruel critics. Never stifle conscience. Carry out your convictions.
If the skies fall, stand upright. What God's Holy Spirit tells you, that do. What you find in

36



Sermon 3449. Buying the Truth

this Book, carry out. If you bring any mischief to other people through it, that is their busi-
ness. If I keep on the right side of the road, and run over anybody—that is his fault; he should
have kept out of the way. I would not run over him if I could help it, but I cannot turn aside
from the right road. Stand in your place. Let malignant eyes look at you, but, like the sun,
shine on, and if others envy you, yet fret not because of them, neither be you grieved to act
the truth, but in this respect again fulfil the text and "buy the truth."

So have I shown you what the commodity is—doctrinally, experimentally, and practically.
"Buy the truth.” Now let us come and think specially to the first part of the text.

II. HOW THIS COMMODITY IS OBTAINED.

"Buy the truth." Let us correct an error here. Some might suppose that Christ, and the
gospel, and salvation—all of which are included in the truth—can be bought. They can, but
they cannot. They can in the sense of the text; they cannot in any other sense. You cannot
purchase salvation; merit cannot win it. Christ's price is, "Without money and without price."
Has not the prophet so worded it? "Yea, come, buy wine and milk, without money and
without price." Salvation is of free grace, and is from the very necessity of its nature, gratis.
You cannot merit it; you cannot earn it. It is not of the will of man, nor of blood, nor of
birth, but "he will have mercy on whom he will have mercy, and he will have compassion
on whom he will have compassion."

What, then, does the text mean? I will try to expound the Word. It means, first, to be
saved, give up everything that must be given up, in order to your receiving the free salvation.
Every sin must be given up. No man shall go to heaven while he lives in, and favours any
one, sin. A man may sin and be saved, but he cannot love sin and be saved. Give up, then,
thy drunkenness, if that be thy sin. Give up, then, thine unchaste living, if that be thy sin.
Conquer that angry temper, that love of greed—whatever it is that keeps thee back from
Christ. Buy the truth, and give up these. Thou wilt not merit salvation then; but if this must
be given up, let it not stand in thy way. Give it up, man! Since thou canst not have thy sin
and have Christ too, get a divorce from thy sin and take holiness, and take the Saviour. Thou
must also give up all thy self-righteousness. Some are trusting in their prayers, some are
trusting in their tears, their repentances, their feelings, their church-goings, their chapel-
goings, and I know not what men will not trust in. Give them all up. They are all lies together.
There is no reliance to be placed on anything you can do. Come and trust what Christ has
done, and if it be, as it certainly is, needful for you to give up your own righteousness to win
Christ and be found in him, then do it, and in this sense part with all you have that you may
buy Christ. Yourself, your sinful self, and your righteous self—oh! that you might be willing
to part with both, that you might buy the true salvation!

And the text means this, again, that if, in order to be saved, it should cost you a deep ex-
perience and much pain, yet never mind it. It is better that you should bear all that and get
the truth, than that you should escape without this heart-searching work, and be deceived

37



Sermon 3449. Buying the Truth

at the last. If the price at which you shall have a true experience is that of sorrow, buy the
truth at that price. Be willing to let the doctor's lancet wound you, if thereby he shall heal
you. Be willing to lose the right eye or the right hand, if thereby you shall enter into life
eternal.

It also means this—buy the truth; that is, be willing at all risks to hold to the truth. Buy
it as the martyrs did when they gave their bodies to be burned for it. Buy it as many have
done when they have gone to prison for it. Buy it if you should lose your situation for it.
Lose your situation sooner than tell a lie. Like the three holy children, be rather willing to
go into the fiery furnace, than to worship the image which Nebuchadnezzar has set up. Run
the risk of being poor. Do not believe, as all the world says, that you must live. There is no
absolute necessity for it. Sometimes it is a grander thing to die. Let the necessity be, "We
must be honest; we must do the right; we must serve God," for that is a far greater necessity
than that of merely living. Count all things but dross that you may be a true man, a godly
man, a holy man, a Christly man, and in this sense make sacrifice of all, and thus "buy the
truth.”

I think that is what the word means. I expound it to mean this—give anything and
everything, sooner than part with Christ, part with the living work of grace in your heart,
or part with the integrity of your conduct. And now let me:—

III. PARAPHRASE THESE WORDS.

"Buy the truth.” Then I say, buy only the truth. Do not be throwing away your life, and
your abilities, and your zeal, and your earnestness, for a lie. Some are doing it. Thousands
of pounds are given to erect edifices for doing mischief. Multitudes of sermons are preached,
very zealously, to propagate falsehoods, and sea and land are compassed to make proselytes,
who shall be ten times more children of hell than they were before. Buy only the truth. Do
not buy the glittering stuff they call truth. Never mind the label; look to see if it be truth.
Bring everything that is propounded as truth to the test, to the trial. If it will not stand the
fire of God's Word, then do not buy it; nay, do not have it as a gift; nay, do not keep it in
the house. Run away from it. It doth eat as doth a canker; let it not come near you. Buy only
the truth.

"Buy the truth" at any price, and sell it at no price. Buy it at any price. If you lose your
body for it, if you lose not your soul, you have made a good bargain. If you lose your estate
for it, yet if you have heaven in return, how blessed the exchange! You certainly will not
need for it to lose your peace of mind, but you may lose everything else, and you shall make
a good bargain. Come to no terms with Christ. Throw all into the soul-bargain. Let all go,
as long as you may but have truth in the doctrine, truth in the heart, and truth in the life,
and Christ, who is the Truth, to be your treasure for ever.

Buy all the truth. When you come to the Bible, do not pick and choose. Do not try to
believe half of it, and leave out the other half. Buy the truth—that is, not a section of it that
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suits your particular idiosyncrasy, but buy the whole. Why need you break up pearls and
dissolve them? Buy all that is true. One doctrine of God's Word balances another. He who
is altogether and only a Calvinist probably only knows half the truth, but he who is willing
to take the other side, as far as it is true, and to believe all he finds in the Word, will get the
whole pearl.

Buy now the truth—buy tonight the truth. It may not be for you to buy tomorrow. You
may be in that land where God hath cast for ever the lost soul away from all access to the
truth, where truth's shadow, cold and chill, shall fall upon you, and you, in outer darkness,
shall weep and wail, and gnash your teeth, because you shut out truth from you, and now
truth has shut you out, and all your knockings at her door shall be answered with the dolorous
cry, "Too late, too late! Ye cannot enter now!"

Thus I have paraphrased the text. Buy only the truth; buy all the truth; buy at any price
the truth; and buy now the truth. Briefly let me give you:—

IV. THE REASONS FOR THIS PURCHASE.

You want the truth, and you will never be received by God at last unless you bring the
truth in your right hand. Only the truthful can enter those gates of pearl. You want the truth
now. You are not fit to live any more than to die without an interest in the truth as it is in
Jesus. Accept Christ to be truly yours, so truly yours as to make you true. You know not
how to fight the battle of life at all without the truth. Your life will be a blunder, and the
close of it will be a disaster, except you buy the truth. God grant that you may buy the truth
now. You need it. You need it now, and you will for ever need it. Oh! I would to God that
that hymn we sang should not merely be heard by you, but felt by you:—

"Hasten, sinner, to be wise,

And stay not for the morrow's sun."

Oh! that fatal "tomorrow"! Over the cliffs of "tomorrow" millions have fallen to their
ruin. Tomorrow, ay, tomorrow! Here are these put-offs, and these delays, and yet God has
never given you a promise of mercy tomorrow. His word is "Today, if ye will hear his voice,
harden not your hearts." A better day shall never come than this day. Oh! that you would
accept it now.

"If you tarry till you're better,

You will never come at all."

And till times are more propitious, if you wait, you will wait on for ever and for aye.
God grant you may buy the truth now, for the text is in the present tense, for now you need
it. Let me direct you to:—

V. THE MARKET WHERE YOU CAN BUY IT.

These are the words of Jesus Christ when he appeared to his servant John, "I counsel
thee, buy of me," said he. There is no place where truth can be found in its power and life,
except in Jesus Christ. Truth is in his blood; it will wash away what is false in you. Truth is
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in his Spirit; it will eradicate what is dark and vile in you. His love will make you true by
conforming you to himself. Come to Christ. Bring nothing with you. Come as you are,
empty-handed, penniless, and poor. The rills of milk and wells of wine are all with him. He
is the banquet-giver, and the banquet too. To trust him is to live. To look to him alone for
salvation is to find salvation in that look. Oh! that these simple words might point someone
to the place where he shall buy the truth! And now let me repeat my text again, "Buy the
truth.”

Do not misread it. It does not say hear about the truth. That is a good thing, but hearing
is not buying, as many of you tradesmen know to your cost. You may tell people where to
go, but you do not want them merely to hear; you are not content with that; you want them
to buy. Oh! that some of you, my hearers, would become buyers of the truth! I know some
of you. I happen to look about, and find out here and there one—some of you, whom I
know, and respect, and esteem, and pray for I had thought that you would have bought the
truth long ago, and it often staggers me why you have not. Oh! that you were decided for
God! I am afraid I am preaching some of you into a hardened state. If the gospel does not
save you, it will certainly be a curse to you, and I am afraid it is being so to some of you. Do
think of this, I pray you! Why should you and I have the misery of doing each other hurt
when our intention is on both sides, I am sure, to do that which is kind and good? Oh! yield
you to my Master. The Light of the World is with his hand at your door knocking tonight
softly. Do you not hear the knock of the hand that was pierced? Admit him! He comes not
in wrath; he comes in mercy. Admit him! He has tarried long, even these many years, but
no frown is yet upon his brow. Rise now and let him in. Be not ashamed. Though ashamed,
be not afraid, but let him in, and blushing, with tears in your face, say to him, "My Lord, I
will trust thee; worthless worm as I am, I will depend upon thee." Oh! that you would do it
now, this moment! The Lord give you grace to do it! Do not hear about it only, but buy the
truth.

Do not merely commend the truth by saying, "The preacher spoke well, and he spoke
earnestly, and I love what he said." The preacher had almost rather that you said nothing
than that, if you do not buy the truth. How it provokes the salesman when a customer says,
"Yes, it is a beautiful article, and very cheap, and just what I want,"” and then walks out of
the shop. Nay, buy the truth, and you shall commend it better afterwards, and your com-
mendation shall be worth the hearing.

And, I pray you, do not stand content with merely knowing about the truth. Oh! how
much some of you know. How much more you know than even some of God's people. You
could correct many of my blunders. But ah! he that knows is nowhere unless he also has.
To know about bread will not stay my hunger; to know that there are riches at the bank will
not fill my pocket. Buy the truth, as well as know it; that is, make it your own.
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And do not, I pray you, intend to buy it. Oh! intentions, intentions, intentions! The road
to hell—not hell—that is a mistake of the proverb—the road to hell is paved with good in-
tentions. Oh! ye laggards, pull up the paving-stones and hurl them at the devil's head. He
is ruining you; he is decoying you to your destruction. Turn your intentions into actions,
and no longer intend to buy, but buy the truth.

And do not tonight wish that the truth were yours, but buy it. You say the cost is too
great. Too great? It is nothing. It is "without money and without price." Do you mean,
however, to say, that it is too great a cost to give up a sin? What, will you burn in hell rather
than give up a lust? Will you dwell in everlasting burnings for ever, sooner than give up
those cups that intoxicate you? Must you have your silly wantonness, and lascivious mirth,
or any kind of sin? Must you have it? Will you sooner have it than heaven? Then, sirs, your
blood be on your own heads. You have been warned. I hope you are sober, and have not yet
gone to madness, and if you be, you will see that no pleasures of an hour can ever recompense
for casting yourselves under the anger of God for ever and for ever. Buy the truth. Do not
merely talk about it, and wish for it, but buy, buy the truth. And then, lastly:

VI. A WARNING AS TO LOSING THE PURCHASE.

"Sell it not." My time has gone, and therefore, as I never like to exceed it, there shall be
but these few words. When you have once got the truth, I know you will not sell it. You will
not, I am sure, at any price; but the exhortation, nevertheless, is a most proper one. There
have been some who have sold the truth to be respectable. They used to hear the gospel, but
now they have got on in the world, and keep a carriage, and they do not like to go where
there are so many poor people, so away they go where they can hear anything or nothing,
so that they may be respectable. Ah! I have the uttermost contempt for this affectation of
gentility and respectability that leads men to be so mean as to forsake their Christian friends.
Let them go; they are best gone. Such chaff had better not be with the wheat, and those that
can be actuated by such motives are too base to be worth retaining.

Some sell the truth for a livelihood. 1 pity these far more. "I must have a situation;
therefore, I must do what I am told there; I must break this law of God and that, for I must
keep my family." Ah! poor soul, I pity thine unfortunate position, but I pray that thou
mayest have grace even now to play the man, and never sell the truth, even for bread.

Some sell the truth for the pleasures of the world. They must have enjoyment, they say,
and so they will mingle with the multitude that do evil, and give up their Christian profession.

Others seem to sell the truth for nothing at all. They merely go away from Christ because
religion has grown stale with them. They are weary of it, and they go away. I shall put the
question painfully to all, Will ye also go away? Will ye to be respectable, will ye to have a
livelihood, will ye to have the pleasures of sin for a season, will ye out of sheer weariness—will
ye go away? Nay, we can add:—

"What anguish has that question stirred,
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If I will also go!

Yet, Lord, relying on thy Word,

I humbly answer, No."

Sell it not; sell it not; it cost Christ too dear. Sell it not; you made a good bargain when
you bought it. Sell it not. Sell it not; it has not disappointed you; it has satisfied you, and
made you blessed. Sell it not; you want it. Sell it not; you will want it. The hour of death is
coming on, and the day of judgment is close upon its heels. Sell it not; you cannot buy its
like again; you can never find a better. Sell it not; you are a lost man if you part with it. Re-
member Esau, and the morsel of meat, and how he would again have found his birthright
if he could. Remember Demas; remember Judas, the son of perdition. You are lost without
it. It is your life. Skin for skin, yea all that you possess, part with for it, and be resolved, come
fair or come foul, come storm or come calm, come sickness or come health, come poverty
or come wealth, come death itself in the grimmest form, yet none shall separate you from
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus your Lord, and none shall make you part from the
truths you have learned and received from his Word, the truths you have felt and have had
wrought into your soul by his Spirit, and the truths which in action you desire should tone
and colour all your life.

God bless you, dear friends, and keep you, and when the Great Shepherd shall appear
may you have the mark of truth upon you, and appear with him in glory.
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"And when she had so said, she went her way, and called Mary, her sister, secretly, saying,
The Master is come, and calleth for thee. As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and
came unto him. Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was in that place where
Martha met him. The Jews which were with her in the house, and comforted her, when they
saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and went out, followed her, saying, She goeth unto the
grave to weep there. Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell
down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not
died."—John 11:28-32.

IT seems that Martha had heard of Christ's coming, and Mary had not. Hence Martha
rose up hastily and went to meet the Master, while Mary sat still in the house. From this we
gather that genuine believers may, through some unexplained cause, be at the same time in
very different states of mind. Martha may have heard of the Lord and seen the Lord; and
Mary, an equally loving heart, not having known of his presence, may, therefore, have missed
the privilege of fellowship with him. Who shall say that Martha was better than Mary? Who
shall censure the one, or approve the other? Now, beloved, you may be tonight yourselves,
though true believers in Jesus, in different conditions. I may have a Martha here whose
happiness it is to be in rapt fellowship with Christ. You have gone to him already and told
him of your grief: you may have heard his answer to your story, and you may have been
able by faith to say, "I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come
into the world"; and you may be full of peace and full of joy. On the other hand, sitting near
you may be a person equally gracious as yourself who can get no farther than the cry, "Oh!
that I knew where I might find him, that I might come even to his seat!" Dear Martha, con-
demn not Mary. Dear Mary, condemn not yourself. Martha, be ready to speak the word of
comfort to Mary. Mary, be ready to receive that word of comfort, and, in obedience to it,
to rise up quickly and, in imitation of your sister, go and cast yourself, as she has done
already, at the Saviour's feet. I must not say, because I have not all the joy my brother has,
that I am no true child of God. Children are equally children in your household, though
one be little and the other be full grown, and they are equally dear to you, though one be
sick and the other in good health—though one be quick at his letters and another be but a
dull scholar. The love of Christ is not measured out to us according to our conditions or

43


http://www.metropolitantabernacle.org/index.html
http://www.ccel.org/study/Bible:John.11.28-John.11.32

Sermon 3461. The Welcome Visitor

attainments. He loves us irrespective of all these. Jesus loved Martha, and Mary, and Lazarus.
He loves all his own, and they must not judge of him by what they feel, nor measure his love
by a sense of their own want of love.

Hoping that the Lord will now bless the word to all of us who are his own people, I shall
speak of two things—a visit from the Master—a visit to the Master.

I. HERE IS A VISIT FROM THE MASTER.

Martha came and said to Mary, "The Master is come"—or as we might read it truly,
"The Master is here and calleth for thee." "The Master is come." "The Master is here."

Beloved friends who are just now without the present fellowship with Christ, which you
could fondly desire, permit me to whisper this in your ear. "The Master is here! The Master
is here!" We cannot come round and whisper it secretly as Martha did, but take the message
each one of you to himself—"The Master is here."

He is here, for he is accustomed to be where his word is preached with sincerity of heart.
He is accustomed to be wherever his saints are gathered together in his name. We have his
own dear word for this—the best pledge we can have—"Lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world." We have met in his name, we have met for his worship, we have met
to preach his gospel; and the Master is here. We are sure he is here, for he always keeps his
word; he never fails of his promise.

He is here, for some of us feel his presence. Had Mary said to Martha, How do you know
that the Master is come? she would have answered, "Why I have spoken with him, and he
has spoken to me." Well, there be some among us who can say, "He has spoken to us." Did
we not hear him speaking when we were singing that hymn just now?

"My God, the spring of all my joys,

The life of my delights,

The glory of my brightest days,

The comfort of my nights."

Did not we perceive him to be near some of us, when we were singing:—

"Oh! see how Jesus trusts himself

Unto our childish love,

As though, by his free ways with us,

Our earnestness to prove"?

I, for one, did, if none besides; I can bear good witness to you that are languishing for
his company, "The Master is here."

And mark, he is here none the less surely because you have not, as yet, found it out, for
a fact does not depend upon our cognisance of it, though our comfort may be materially
affected thereby. The Master was at Bethany, though Mary had not heard an inkling of the
good tidings; there she sat, her eyes red with weeping, and her whole soul in the grave with
her brother Lazarus. Yet Jesus was there for all that. Make the case your own; though you
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may have come here troubled with all the weeks' cares— though while you have been sitting
here the thought of something that will happen tomorrow has been depressing you—though
some bodily weakness has been holding you down when you would lift up your spirit towards
God, yet that does not alter the fact. "The Master is come"; the Master is here. Oh! there was
Mary sighing, "If only Christ had been here! Oh! if only Christ would come!" And there he
was! And perhaps you are saying, "Oh! that he were near me!" He is near you now. You sigh
for what you have, and pine for that which is near you. You think not, like Mary Magdalene,
that he standeth in this garden. You are asking, "Where have ye laid him?" While your joy
and comfort seem to you dead, he, whose absence you mourn, stands present before you.
Oh! that he would but open those eyes of yours, or rather than he would open your heart,
by saying to you, "Mary!" Let him but speak one word right home to you personally, and
you will answer with gladness, "Rabboni!" The Master is come here, though you as yet have
not perceived him.

That word "The Master” has a sweet ring about it. He is the Master. He that is come is
earth's Master. What are your cares? He can relieve them. What are your troubles? He can
overcome them, and sweep them out of the way. The Master has come. "Cast thy burden
on the Lord: he will sustain thee." He is hell's Master. Art thou beset with fierce temptations
and foul insinuations of the arch-fiend? The Master has come. Oh! lift thy head, thou captive
daughter of Zion, for thy bands are broken. The Breaker is come up before them; their king
shall pass before them, and the Lord on the head of them. He who hath come is no menial
servant, but the right royal Master himself. The Master is come. What though your heart
now seem cold as a stone, and your spirit is cast down within you? What though death hath
set up its adamantine throne in thy breast? The Master has come, and his presence can thaw
the ice, dissolve the rock, bring thee all the graces of the Spirit and all the blessings of heaven
that thy soul can possibly require. "The Master is come"—does not that touch your soul and
fire your passions? Whose Master is he but your own? And what a Master! No taskmaster,
no slave's master, but such a Master that his absolute sovereignty inspires you with sweetest
confidence; for he binds you with the bonds of love, and draws you with the cords of a man.
Master indeed is he! Aye, Lord and sole Master of your soul's inmost core if you be what
you profess to be; the Master whose sceptre is the sceptre of reed which he carried in his
hand when he was made a scorn and scoffing for you; the Master whose crown is the crown
of thorns which he wore for your sins when he accomplished your redemption. Your Master.
Thou shalt call him no more Baali, but Ishi shall his name be called. He is only Master in
that same sense in which the tender loving husband is the master of the house. Love makes
him supreme, for he is Master in the art of love, and, therefore, Master of our loving hearts.
How sweetly doth "my Master" sound! "My Master." Why, if nothing else might bestir us to
get up and run to meet him, it should be the sound of that blessed word, "The Master is
here: the Master has come."
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But Martha added—and it is a very weighty addition (may the Holy Ghost make applic-

"on

ation of it to your heart)—"and calleth for thee." "But is that true?" says one; "doth he call
for me?" Dear brother, dear sister, I know that if I say he does I shall not speak without his
warrant, for when he comes into a congregation he calls for all his own. He speaketh, and
he saith to all whom he loves, "Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away." I know he
does, because love always delights in fellowship with the object that is loved. Jesus loved
you or ever the earth was. His delights were with the sons of men from old eternity. He
loved you so well that he could not keep in heaven without you, and he came here to seek
you and to save you. And now it gives his heart joy to be near you. He said, "Let me hear
thy voice; let me see thy face: for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely." I tell
you it is Christ's nether heaven to hear the voices of his people. It is that for which he left
heaven—that he might give them voices with which to praise him. Do you think he loved
you so, and will live without you? Nay, he calls for you.

What is his Word, indeed, all through, but a call to his own beloved to come to him?
What are Sabbath-days but calls in which he says, "Come away! come away, my beloved,
from the noise and turmoil of the city, and come into the quiet places where my sheep lie
down and feed"? What are your troubles but calls to you in which, with somewhat of
harshness as it seems to you, but with an inner depth of love, he says, "Away, my beloved,
from all earthly delights, to find thy all in me"? What is the Communion of the Lord's Supper
but another call to you, "Come unto me"? The bread which you shall eat, and the wine which
you shall drink, these are for yourself, and the call which is encompassed by them as by
symbols is for each one of you. The Master is here, and calleth for thee—for each one. "Oh!
but" saith Mary, "my eyes are bleared with weeping." He calleth for thee, thou red-eyed
sorrower. "Ay, but my heart is heavy with a sad affliction." He calleth for thee, thou burdened
sufferer. "Ay, but I have been full of levity all the week, and have forgotten him." He calleth
thee that he may cleanse thee yet again. "Ah! but I have denied him." What saith he but,
"Go, and tell my disciples, and Peter"? He calleth for thee that he may forgive thee yet again,
and may say unto thee, "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?" I care not who you are, if you
are one of his, the Master is come and calleth for thee. "Why," says one, "no Christian has
spoken to me for a long while." But the Master calleth for thee. "But I seem so solitary in
this great metropolis, and though I know my Master, I do not know any of his people."
Never mind his people: "The Master is come, and calleth for thee." Ay, but I think if I am
one of his I must be at the very tail-end of the catalogue, and the last of all." He calleth for
thee—for thee. Oh! may that word now come home, and may each one feel, "If he calls for
me, there is such condescension in that call, such tender memories of my weakness, such
consideration for my distance and my forgetfulness, that I will loiter no longer. Is the Master
come? Lo, I am ready for him. Doth the Master call? Lo, my spirit answers, '‘Come, Master,
my heart's doors are flung wide open. Come and sit on the throne of my heart. Enter in and
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sup with me and I with thee, and make this a gladsome season of intimate fellowship between
my soul and her Lord." Turning now to our second part, let us talk awhile of:—

II. A VISIT TO THE MASTER.

It follows on the first as a fit sequence. We never come to Christ till Christ comes to us.
"Draw me: [ will run after thee." That is the order. It is not, "We will run after thee: Lord,
draw us." Neither is it thus. When a soul is saying, as we sung in the hymn just now:—

"If thou hast drawn a thousand times,

'Oh! draw me yet again,"

—then, beloved, he is drawing us. When we are praying to be drawn, we are being drawn
all the while.

In answer to the Lord's visit, you will notice the conduct of Mary. She rose up quickly.
She bestirred herself. Oh! let each one of our souls now say, "Has the Lord called for me?
Why, then, should I loiter or linger for a single moment? I will get me up this very moment;
I will say, ‘My Lord, I am come to thee. Thou hast called me, and here I am." Oh! for grace
to shake off the sorrow that makes some hearts sit still! Mary's dear brother was newly laid
in the tomb, but she rose up quickly to go and meet her Master. Dear mother, forget for a
few minutes that dear unburied child still in the house. Forget awhile, dear husband, that
sick wife of yours towards whom your heart so naturally flies. Forget, beloved, just now, all
that you have suffered, all that you expect to suffer, all that you have lost or may be losing.
The Master is come, and calleth for thee. Rise up quickly. Let not these things constrain thee
to inactivity of spirit, but rise up now, and by his grace come away from them. She bestirred
herself; she put on her best efforts, that she might not tarry when he called. And then she
went, we find, just as she was. She rose up quickly, it is said, and she went: she came unto
him. No sooner said than done. She arose and she came. Well, but should not she have
washed her face? Tears add but little beauty to the maiden's visage. And that hair of hers, I
doubt not all dishevelled—might she not have arranged that a little, and prepared her dress,
and made herself trim for the Lord? Ah! that is a temptation for the mass of us: "I cannot
expect to have fellowship at the table, because I have not come prepared.” Brother, you ought
to have come prepared, but, at the same time, if you have not, rise up quickly and come to
the Master as you are. The Master had seen Mary with tears before, for he had felt her tears
upon his feet. He had seen her with dishevelled hair before, for she had wiped his feet with
the hairs of her head. If you are out of order, it is not the first time Christ has seen you so.
I do not think a mother's love depends upon seeing her child in its Sunday clothes. She has
seen it, I warrant you, in many a trim in which she would not wish anybody else to see it,
but she has loved it none the less. Come, then, thou unprepared one. Come to him who
knows just what thou art, and in what state thou art, and he will not cast thee out; only make
brave to believe that, when Christ calls, his call is a warrant to come, however unfit we may
be. And oh! how promptly she left all other comforters to come to Christ. There were the
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Jews that came to comfort her. I dare say they did their best, but she did not stop for the
rabbi to finish his fine discourse, nor for the first scholar of the Sanhedrin to complete that
dainty parable by which he hoped to charm her ear and assuage her sorrow. She went straight
away to the Master there and then. So would I have you forget that there are other comforters:
forget your joys as well as your griefs: leave all for him, and let your soul be only taken up
with that Great Master of yours who calls for you, for all your faculties, for all your emotions,
for all your passions, for your entire self. Come right away, by his help, from everything else
that would absorb any part of your being. Rise up, and draw near to him.

But it seems, beloved, that when Mary had reached the Master's feet she had done all
she could, for it is said that she fell at his feet. Ah! you remember she had knelt once at his
feet when she washed his feet: she had sat once at his feet, when she heard his words; this
time she fell at his feet. She could neither kneel to do him service, nor sit to pay him the
reverence of a disciple. She fell all but in a swoon, life gone from her. She fell at his feet.
Never mind, if you are at his feet, if you do but fall there. Oh! to die there—it were life itself!
Once get to Jesus, and you may say, like Joab at the altar when Benaiah said, "Come away,
for Solomon has sent me to slay thee." "Nay," said Joab, "but I will die here"; and at the horns
of the altar there he died. And if we must die, we will die there at his feet. Fall down at his
feet. Beloved, if you do not feel you have got strength for communion tonight, never mind:
it does not want any.

"Oh! for this no strength have I:

My strength is at his feet to lie."

Some of us do know what it is to be scarcely able to get together two consecutive
thoughts—not to be able to master a text or lay hold of a promise; still we could say, "Though
he slay me, yet will I trust in him"; we could lie down at the feet that were pierced, and feel
how sweet it is to swoon at the Saviour's feet. Only get there. Let your will and heart be good
to get at him now, for the Master is here, and calls for you. Come, though in the coming
you should utterly fail to get enjoyment, come and fall at his feet. Do I hear any of you saying,
"An! but I have a heavy thought pressing at my heart, and if I come to him it is not much
that I can say in his honour. I feel but little love, and gratitude, and joy. I could not pour
out sweet spikenard from the broken box of my heart." Be it so, only pour out what you
have; for what did Mary do? She said—and the Master did not chide her, though he might
have done—"Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.” Oh! it was half cruel,
for she seemed to say, "Why wast thou not here?" It was unbelieving in part, and yet there
is a deal of faith in it—a sweet clinging to him. Martha had the same; and it shows how often
those two sisters had said to one another, "Would God the Master was here." When the
brother was very sick and near to death, they were saying to one another, "Oh! if we could
get the Master here!" That had been the great thought with them, so they pour it out. Beloved,
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when you are at Jesus' feet, if you have an unbelieving thought, if you have something that
half chides him, pour out your heart like water before the Lord:—

"Let us be simple with him then—

Not backward, stiff, and cold;

As though our Bethlehem could be

What Sinai was of old."

Tell him the weakness; tell him the suspicion; tell him all the sin that has been, and all
the sin that is haunting you. Tell it all to him; and at his feet is the place to tell it. You will
be eased of your burden then. Beloved, you know how Mary received consolation. It was a
great day for her when she got to Christ's feet, and then the Master began to do wondrously,
and very soon Lazarus was restored. So now, your first business, my beloved brothers and
sisters in Christ, is to get to Jesus. "Oh! but Lazarus is dead." Never mind Lazarus. You get
to Jesus and he will see to Lazarus. "Oh! but my business fails me." Never mind the business
just now. Get to Jesus. "Oh! but there is sickness in my house." Leave the sickness for awhile
now. The one thing is to get to Jesus and to his feet. "Oh! but my own heart is now as it
should be." Forget thine own heart, too, and remember Jesus; he is to thee all that thou canst
need. He is made, of God, unto thee, "wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and
redemption”; and do thou come to him quickly, and thou shalt have all thou wantest. "Ah!"
says one, "I cannot bear to think of God, for I do not love him." "Ah!" says another, "but I
can bear to think of him, for though I did not love him, he loved me." And now you may
say, "I cannot bear to think of coming to Jesus, for I do not love him as I should." Ah! but
think of him, for he loves thee. His grace to thee is boundless. Now let thine own self be put
aside awhile, and remember this "faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ
Jesus has come into the world to save sinners.” Come, then, in the strength of that!

I must close by saying a few words to those whom hitherto I have not addressed. Perhaps
there are some here to whom this message has never come—"The Master is come and calleth
for thee." If it were to reach them tonight, it would be the first time they ever heard it. O
dear heart, I pray it may come to you, that this may be the beginning of days with you. The
Master has come. This is certain. From the highest throne in glory to the manger, to the
cross, and to the grave, the Master has come. That he calls for thee, this is also certain, I
think. Let me give you a text in which, I think, he calls for you. "Whosoever will, let him
come and take of the water of life freely." "Whosoever believeth on the Lord Jesus Christ
shall be saved." Calls he not for you, too, in this text, "Let the wicked forsake his way and
the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him turn unto the Lord, for he will have mercy
upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon"? Calls he not for you in this verse,
where he bids all that labour and are heavy-laden come unto him, that they may rest; or in
that other, "Come now, let us reason together, saith the Lord. Though thy sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as wool; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as snow." He calleth for
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thee. Do not disbelieve him. It is certainly matchless grace, but he is a God and none is like
unto him. "As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are his thoughts above your
thoughts." But does your heart say, "Why, if I thought Jesus called for me, I would come"?
Then he does call thee; that speech of thine, "I would come," proves it; 'tis he that makes
thee feel willing. Dost thou long for him? Oh! he is putting his hand in at the door of thy
heart, and making thy bowels yearn for him. Does a tear drop on the floor, and do you say,
"It cannot be that such a one as I should ever live and be saved, and be Christ's"? Why, thy
very admiration at his grace shows that some of his grace is at work upon thee. Trust thou
that that arm can save: trust thou that that pierced hand can grasp thee; trust thou that that
heart that was gashed with a spear can feel for thee. Trust thyself wholly to him. "Go thy
way; thy sins which are many are forgiven thee." If thou hast trusted him, thou art saved.
Come and cast thyself at Jesu's feet tonight. Is there no young man here to whom this shall
be Christ's voice? You say you cannot believe, and cannot repent, and cannot do anything.
Then fall like dead at Jesu's feet, and look up to him—to him alone, and you shall have life.
Is there no young woman here burdened in heart, to whom the Saviour's feet may become
a place of refuge from all her fear? I trust there is. And if I speak to someone far advanced
in years, who imagines that he, at least, must be given up by mercy, it is not so. Thou hast
but a few days more to live, but the Master calleth for thee. Rise up quickly! May tonight
witness thy forsaking of thy sins, and thy clinging to his cross; and one day thou shalt see
his face in heaven without a veil between.
The Lord bless you, beloved, for Christ's sake. Amen.
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"Let no man beguile you of your reward."—Colossians 2:18.

THERE is an allusion here to the prize which was offered to the runners in the Olympic
games, and at the outset it is well for us to remark how very frequently the Apostle Paul
conducts us by his metaphors to the racecourse. Over and over again he is telling us so to
run that we may obtain, bidding us to strive, and at other times to agonize, and speaking of
wrestling and contending. Ought not this to make us feel what an intense thing the Christian
life is—not a thing of sleepiness or haphazard, not a thing to be left now and then to a little
superficial consideration? It must be a matter which demands all our strength, so that when
we are saved there is a living principle put within us which demands all our energies, and
gives us energy over and above any that we ever had before. Those who dream that careless-
ness will find its way to heaven have made a great mistake. The way to hell is neglect, but
the way to heaven is very different. "How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?"
A little matter of neglect brings you to ruin, but our Master's words are “Strive to enter in
at the straight gate, for many, I say unto you, shall seek"—merely seek—"to enter in, and
shall not be able." Striving is needed more than seeking. Let us pray that God the Holy
Spirit would always enable us to be in downright, awful earnest about the salvation of our
souls. May we never count this a matter of secondary importance, but may we seek first,
and beyond everything else, the kingdom of God and his righteousness. May we lay hold
on eternal life; may we so run that we may obtain.

I would press this upon your memories because I do observe, observe it in myself as
well as in my fellow-Christians, that we are often more earnest about the things of this life
than we are about the things of the life to come. We are all impressed with the fact that in
these days of competition, if a man would not be run over and crushed beneath the wheels
of the Juggernaut of poverty, he must exert himself. No man seems now able to keep his
head above water with the faint swimmer strokes which our forefathers used to give. We
have to strive, and the bread that perisheth hath to be laboured for. Shall it be that this poor
world shall engross our earliest thoughts and our latest cares, and shall the world to come
have only now and then a consideration' No; may we love our God with all our heart, and
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all our soul, and all our strength, and may we lay our body, soul, and spirit upon the altar
of Christ's service, for these are but our reasonable sacrifice to him.

Now the Apostle in the text before us gives us a warning, which comes to the same thing,
however it is interpreted; but the passage is somewhat difficult of rendering, and there have
been several meanings given to it. Out of these there are three meanings which have been
given of the text before us which are worthy of notice. "Let no man beguile you of your re-
ward." The Apostle, in the first place, may mean here:—

I. LET NO MAN BEGUILE ANY OF YOU
Now, my brethren, we have, many of us, commenced the Christian race, or we profess
to have done so, but the number of the starters is far greater than the number of the winners.

"n

"They that run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize." "Many are called, but few are
chosen." Many commence, apparently, in the Christian career, but after a while, though
they did run well, something hinders them that they do not obey the truth, and they go out
from us because they were not of us, for if they had been of us, doubtless they would have
continued with us. Now we may expect, now that we have commenced to run, that some
will come and try to turn us out of the race course openly—not plausibly and with sophistry,
but with an open and honest wickedness. Some will tell us plainly that there is no reward
to run for, that our religion is all a mistake, that the pleasures of this world are the only
things worth seeking, that there are delights of the flesh and the lusts thereof, and that we
should do well to enjoy them. We shall meet the Atheist with his sneer and with his ringing
laugh. We shall meet with all kinds of persons who will to our faces tell us to turn back, for
there is no heaven, there is no Christ, or, if there be, it is not worth our while to take so
much trouble to find him. Take heed of these people. Meet them face to face with dauntless
courage. Mind not their sneers. If they persecute you only, reckon this to be an honour to
you, for what is persecution but the tribute which wickedness pays to righteousness, and
what is it, indeed, but the recognition of the seed of the woman when the seed of the serpent
would fain bite his heel?

But the Apostle does not warn you so much against those people who openly come to
you in this way. He knows that you will be on the alert against them. He gives a special
warning against some others who would beguile you; that is to say, who will try to turn you
out of the right road, but who will not tell you that they mean to do so. They pretend that
they are going to show you something that you knew not before, some improvement upon
what you have hitherto learned. In Paul's day there were some who took off the attention
of the Christian from the worship of God to the worship of angels. "Angels," said they, "these
are holy beings; they keep watch over you; you should speak of them with great respect”;
and then when they grew bolder, they said, "You should ask their protection”; and then after
a little while they said, "You should worship them; you should make them intermediate in-
tercessors'; and so, step by step, they went on and established an old heresy which lasted
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for many years in the Christian church, and which is not dead even now, and thus the
worship of angels crept in.

And nowadays you will meet with men who will say, "That bread upon the Table—why,
it represents the body of Jesus Christ to you when you come to the Lord's Supper; therefore,
you ought to treat that bread with great respect.” By and bye they will get a little bolder, and
then they say, "As it represents Christ, you may worship it, pay it respect as if it were Christ."
By and bye it will come to this, that you must have a napkin under your chin, lest you should
drop a crumb; or it will be very wicked if a drop of the sacred wine should cling to your
moustache when you drink; and there will be the directions which are given in some of the
papers coming out from the High Church party—absurdities which are only worthy of the
nursery—about the way in which the holy bread is to be eaten, and the holy wine is to be
drunk—bringing in idolatry, sheer, clear idolatry, under the presence of improving upon
the too bare simplicity of the worship of Christ. Have a care of the very first step, I pray you.

Or, perhaps, it may come to you in another shape. One will say to you, "The place in
which you worship—is it not very dear to you? That seat where you have been accustomed
to sit and listen, is it not dear?"; and your natural instincts will say, "Yes. " Then it will go a
little farther. "That place is holy; it ought never to be used for anything but worship " Then
a little farther it will be, "Oh! that is the house of God," and you will come to believe that,
contrary to the words which you know are given to you of the Holy Ghost, that God dwells
not in temples made with hands; that is to say, in these buildings, and you will get by degrees
to have a worship of places, and a worship of days, and a worship of bread, and a worship
of wine. And then it will be said to you, "Your minister, has he not often cheered you? Well

m

then, you should reverence him; call him 'Reverend.” Go a little farther, and you will call
him "Father"; yet a little farther, and he will be your confessor; get a little farther and he will
be your infallible Pope. It is all step by step until it is done. The first step seems to be very
harmless indeed. Indeed, it is a kind of voluntary humility. You look as if you were humbling
yourselves, and were paying reverence to these things for God's sake, whereas the object is
to get you to pay reverence to them, instead of to God, and here the Apostle's words come
in, "Let no man setting up other objects of reverence besides those which spiritual men
worship.

So, too, they too, by slow degrees try to insinuate a different way of living from that
which is the true life of the Christian. You who have believed in Jesus are saved; your sins
are forgiven you for his name's sake. You are accustomed to go to Jesus Christ constantly
to receive that washing of the feet of which he spake to Peter when he said, "He that is washed
needeth not except to wash his feet, for he is clean every whit." You go to him with "Forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass against us." But there will be some who
will come in and tell you that to live in that way by a simple faith in Jesus Christ is not,
perhaps, the best way. Could you not get a little farther? Could you not lead the life of those
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recluses who mortify the flesh in such a way that at last they come to have no sins, but
commence to be perfect in themselves? Could you not begin, at least in some degree, to
commit your soul's care to some priest, or to some friend, and instead of making every place
holy and every day a holy day, would it not be well to fast on such and such days in the week,
to scrupulously observe this rule and the other rule, and walk by the general opinion of the
ancient Church, or by some one of those books which profess to show how they used to do
ita thousand years ago? All this may have a great show of wisdom, and antiquity, and beauty;
there may be a semblance of everything that is holy about it, and names that should never
be mentioned without reverence may be appended to it all, but listen to the Apostle as he
saith, "Beware lest any man beguile you of your reward," for if they get you away from living
upon Christ as a poor sinner from day to day by simple confidence in him, they will beguile
you of your reward.

There is another party who will seek to beguile you of your reward by bringing in spec-
ulative notions, instead of the simple truths of God's Word. There is a certain class of persons
who think that a sermon must be a good one when they cannot understand it, and who are
always impressed with a man whose words are long; and if his sentences are involved they
feel, poor souls, that because they do not know what he is talking about, there is no doubt
that he is a very wise and learned man; and after a while when he does propound something
that they can catch at, though it may be quite contrary to what they have learned at their
mother's knee or from their father's Bible, yet they are ready to be led off by it. There are
many men nowadays who seem to spend their time in nothing else but in spinning new
theories, and inventing new systems, gutting the gospel taking the very soul and bowels out
of it, and leaving there nothing but the mere skin and outward bones. The life and marrow
of the gospel is being taken away by their learning, by their philosophies, by their refinements,
by their bringing everything down to the test of this wonderfully enlightened nineteenth
century to which we are all, I suppose, bound to defer. But a voice comes to us, "let no man
beguile you of your reward.” Stand fast to the old truths; they will outlast all these philo-
sophies. Stand fast to the old way of living; it will outlast all the inventions of men. Stand
fast by Christ, for you want no other object of worship but himself.

The Apostle gives us this warning, "Let no man beguile you of your reward," reminding
us that these persons are very likely to beguile us. They will beguile us by their character.
Have I not often heard young people say of such and such a preacher who preaches error,
"But he is so good a man." That is nothing to the point. "Though we or an angel from heaven
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be
accursed." If the life of the man should be blameless as the life of Christ, yet if he preach to
you other than the gospel of Jesus Christ, take no heed of him; he weareth but the sheep's
clothing, and is a wolf after all. Some will plead, "But such and such a man is so eloquent”.
Ah! brethren, may the day never come when your faith shall stand in the words of men.
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What is a ready orator, after all, that he should convince your hearts? Are there not ready
orators caught any day for everything? Men speak, speak fluently, and speak well in the
cause of evil, and there are some that can speak much more fluently and more eloquently
for evil than any of our poor tongues are ever likely to do for the right. But words, words,
words, flowers of rhetoric, oratory—are these the things that saved you? Are ye so foolish
that having begun in the spirit by being convinced of your sins, having begun by being led
simply to Christ, and putting your trust in him—are you now to be led astray by these poetic
utterances and flowery periods of men? God forbid! Let nothing of this kind beguile you.

Then there will be added to these remarks that the man is not only very good and very
eloquent, but that he is very earnest—he seems very humble-minded. Yes, and of old they
wore rough garments to deceive, and in the connection of the text we find that those persons
were noted for their voluntary humility and their worship of angels. Satan knows very well
that if he comes in black he will be discovered, but if he puts on the garb of an angel of light,
then men will think he comes from God, and so will be deceived. "By their fruits ye shall
know them." If they give you not the gospel, if they exalt not Christ, if they bear not witness
to salvation through the precious blood, if they do not lift up Jesus Christ as Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, have nothing to do with them, speak as they may. "Let no
man beguile you of your reward.” Though it should happen to be your relative, one whom
you love, one who may have many claims on your respect otherwise—let no man, let no
man, however plausible may be his speech, or eminent his character, beguile you of your
reward.

Recollect, you professors, you lose the reward if you lose the road to the reward. He that
runs may run very fast, but if he does not run in the course, he wins not the prize. You may
believe false doctrine with great earnestness, but you will find it false for all that. You may
give yourself up indefatigably to the pursuit of the wrong religion, but it will ruin your souls.
A notion is abroad that if you are but earnest and sincere, you will be all right. Permit me
to remind you that if you travel never so earnestly to the north, you will never reach the
south, and if you earnestly take prussic acid you will die, and if you earnestly cut off a limb
you will be wounded. You must not only be earnest, but you must be right in it. Hence is it

"non

necessary to say, "Let no man beguile you of your reward.” "I bear them witness," said the
Apostle, "that they had a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge, but went about to
establish their own righteousness, and have not submitted themselves to the righteousness
of God." Oh! may we not be beguiled, then, so as to miss the reward of heaven at the last!
But I must pass on, especially as the light fails us this evening; I hope it is prognostic of

a coming shower. Here is a second rendering which may be given to the text:—

II. LET NO MAN DOMINEER OVER YOU.
This rendering, or something analogous to it, is in the French translation. One of the
great expositors in his commentary upon this passage refers it to the judges at the end of
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the course, who sometime would give the reward to the wrong person, and the person who
had really run well might thus be deprived of his reward. Now, however close a man may
be to Christ, the world, instead of honouring him for it, will, on the contrary, censure and
condemn him, and hence the Apostle's exhortation is, "Let no man domineer over you."

And, my brethren, I would earnestly ask you to remember this first as to your course of
action. If you conscientiously believe that you are right in what you are doing, study very
little who is pleased or who is displeased. If you are persuaded in your own soul that what
you believe and what you do are acceptable to God, whether they are acceptable to man or
not is of very small consequence. You are not man's servant, you do not look to man for
your reward, and, therefore, you need not care what man's opinion may be in this matter.
Be just and fear not. Tread in the footsteps of Christ, follow what may. Live not on the breath
of men. Let not their applause make you feel great, for perhaps then their censure will make
you faint. Let no man in this respect domineer over you, but let Christ be your Master, and
look to his smile.

So not only with regard to your course of action, but also with reference to your confid-
ence, let no man domineer over you. If you put your trust in Jesus Christ, there are some
who will say it is presumption. Let them say it is presumption. "Wisdom is justified of all
her children," and so shall faith be. If you take the promise of God and rest upon it, there
will be some who will say that you are hare-brained fanatics. Let them say it. They that trust
in him shall never be confounded. The result will honour your faith. You have but to wait
a little while, and, perhaps, they that now censure you will have to hold up their hands in
astonishment, and say with you, "What hath God wrought?" Your confidence in Christ, es-
pecially, my dear young friend, I trust does not depend upon the smile of your relatives. If
it did, then their frown might crush it. Walk with your Saviour in the lowly walk of holy
confidence, and let not your faith rest in man, but in the smile of God.

Let no man domineer over you, again, by judging your motives. Men will always give as
bad a reason as they can for a good man's actions. It seems to be innate in human nature
never to give a man credit for being right if you can help it, and often tender minds have
been greatly wounded when they have been misrepresented, and their actions have been
imputed to sinister and selfish motives, when they have really desired to serve Christ. But
do not let your heart be broken about that. You will appear before the judgment-seat of
Christ: do not care about these petty judgments-seats of men. Go on with your Master's
work dauntlessly and fearlessly. Let them say, as David's brethren said of him, "Because of
thy pride and the naughtiness of thy heart to see the battle, art thou come." Go you and get
Goliath's head, and bring it back, and that shall be the best answer to these sneering ones.
When they see that God is with you, and that he has given you the triumph, you shall have
honour, even in the eyes of those who now ridicule you. I think sometimes the Christian
should have very much the same bravado against the judgment of men as David had when
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Michal, the daughter of Saul, came out and said, "How glorious was the king of Israel today,
who uncovered himself today in the eyes of the handmaids of his servants,” and he said, "It
was before the Lord, and I will yet be more vile than thus." Let your eye be to God, and forget
the eyes of men. Live so that, whether they know what you do, or do not know, you will not
care, for your conduct will bear the blaze of the great Judgment Day, and, therefore, the
criticisms of earth do not affect you. Let no man domineer over you.

So may I put it in another light—Iet no man sway your conscience so as to lead you. 1 am
always anxious, my dear hearers, that, whatever respect I may ever win from you—and I
trust I may have your esteem and your affection—yet that you will never believe a doctrine
simply because I utter it, but unless I can confirm it from the Word of God, away with it. If
it be not according to the teaching of the Lord and Master, I beseech you follow me not.
Follow me only as far as I follow Christ. And so with every other man. Let it be God's truth,
God's Word, the Holy Spirit's witness to that Word in your soul, that you are seeking after,
but rest, I pray you, never short of that, for if you do your faith must stand merely in the
wisdom of men, and when the man who helped you to believe is gone, perhaps your faith
may be gone too, when most you need its comforting power. No; let no man domineer over
you, but press forward in the Christian race, looking unto Jesus, and looking unto Jesus
only.

But now a third meaning belongs to the text. A happy circumstance it is, this dark night,
that the preacher does not need to use his manuscript, for if he did his sermon must certainly
come to an end now. But here is this point, "Let no man beguile you of your reward." It may
mean this:—

ITII. LET NO MAN ROB YOU OF THE PRESENT REWARD WHICH YOU
HAVE IN BEING A CHRISTIAN.

Let no man deprive you of the present comfort which your faith should bring to you.
Let me just for a few minutes have your attention while I speak upon this. Dear brethren,
you and I, if we are believers in Christ, are this day completely pardoned. There is no sin in
God's book against us. We are wholly and completely justified. The righteousness of Jesus
Christ covers us from head to foot, and we stand before God as if we had never sinned. Now
let no man rob you of this reward. Do not be tempted by anything that is said to doubt the
completeness of a believer in Christ. Hold this, and, as you hold it, enjoy it. Do not let the
man, yourself, whom you have most to fear, beguile you. Even though conscience should
upbraid you, and you should have many grave reasons for doubt, as you imagine, yet if you
believe in Jesus, stand to it—"There is, therefore, now no condemnation to me, for I am in
Christ Jesus; he that believeth on him is not condemned; I have believed, and I am not
condemned, neither will he permit condemnation to be thundered against me, for Christ
has borne my sin for me, and I am clear in him." Let no man beguile you of the reward of
feeling that you are complete in Christ.
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Further, you who have believed in Jesus Christ are safe in Christ. Because he lives, you
shall live also. Who shall separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord?
He has said, "I give unto my sheep eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any
pluck them out of my hand." Now there are some who will tell you that you are not safe,
and that it is dangerous for you to believe that you are. Let no man beguile you of this reward.
You are saved. If you are believing on him, he will keep you, and you may sing, "Now unto
him that is able to keep us from falling, and to present us faultless before his presence with
exceeding great joy. unto him be glory." Hold to that blessed truth that you are in Jesus—safe
in Jesus Christ.

There is a third blessed truth. that not only are you pardoned and safe in Christ, but
you are accepted at this moment, in the Beloved. Your acceptance with God does not rest
upon anything in you. You are accepted because you are in Christ, accepted for Christ's
sake. Now sometimes you will get robbed of this reward if you listen to the voice which says,
"Why, there is sin in you still; your prayers are imperfect; your actions are stained.” Yes, but
let no man beguile you of this conviction that, sinner as you are, you are still accepted in
Christ Jesus.

The Lord grant that you may feel this within, and let no man beguile you of your reward
as long as you live. May you live and die in the enjoyment of it, beloved, for Christ's sake.
Amen.

58



Sermon 3467. A New Creation

A New Creation

A Sermon

(No. 3467)

Published on Thursday, July 15th, 1915.

Delivered by

C. H. SPURGEON,

At the Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington

"He that sat upon the throne said, Behold I make all things new."—Revelation 21:5.

MEN GENERALLY venerate antiquity. It were hard to say which has the stronger power
over the human mind—antiquity or novelty. While men will frequently dote upon the old,
they are most easily dazzled by the new. Anything new has at least one attraction. Restless
spirits consider that the new must be better than the old. Though often disappointed, they
are still ready to be caught by the same bait, and, like the Athenians of Mars Hill, spend
their time in nothing else but either to tell or to hear some new thing. And as for ourselves,
dear friends, mournfully as we sometimes think of the flight of time, we are wont cheerfully
to look out upon the new epochs as they begin to dawn upon us. If our calendar suggests
some dismal memories in the past, our calculation forestalls some happier prospects in the
future. And it will sometimes happen that we leave so much anxiety, adversity, and chastise-
ment behind us, that it is a relief to hope that the tide has turned, and that a course of
comfort, prosperity, and mercy lies before us. One weeps over the past and the lost. I suppose
the best of men must do so at times. [ am sure those of us who are not the best, feel often
constrained to pour out some such a lamentation as this:—

"Much of our time has run to waste;

Our sins, how great the sum!

Lord, give us pardon for the past,

And strength for days to come."

I do not know but it is sometimes as well, when one has been plunged in sorrow, or
feels ashamed of his past life—after having regretted that which is bygone and repented of
it, and sorrowed over it—to feel as if he breathed another atmosphere, and had started on
a fresh career. Having thrown away the old sword, he is now about to see what he can do
with the new: having put off an old garment, he is desirous to walk more worthily of his
vocation with fresh ones that are provided for him. Perhaps the thought of freshness, the
fact of new time having dawned on our path, may be a little help to those of us who are dull
and heavy, and we may be stirred up to action, or, if not to action, it may awaken earnest
hope that the infusion of a new start into our lives, new vigour instead of the old lethargy,
new love instead of the old lukewarmness, new zeal instead of the old deathlikeness; new,
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pertinacious, persevering industry for Christ, instead of the old idleness, may result. God
grant that it may be so!

Looking at the text in this light, I think it speaks to everyone here present—Would you
begin anew, lo, there is one who can help you to do so! From the throne where sits the once
crucified but now glorified Saviour, there comes a whisper of hope to each and every soul
who would be made new, and would begin life anew. "Behold I make all things new." In
trying to bring out the thoughts contained in this exclamation from the throne, from the
Emperor of the Universe, from the court of the King of Kings, we shall first speak, very
briefly, of the new creation; secondly, we should bid you adore the great Regenerator; and, in
the third place, we shall ask you to behold with attention the fact before you, with a view of
receiving benefit from it. Observe the text speaks of:—

I. ANEW CREATION.

"I make."” That is a divine word. "I make all things."” That, also, is divine. "I make all things
new." This our Lord Jesus Christ has done upon the greatest scale. We must view his purpose.
It is the purpose and intention of the Lord Jesus to make this world entirely new. You recollect
how it was made at first—pure and perfect. It sang with its sister-spheres the song of joy
and reverence. It was a fair world, full of everything that was lovely, beautiful, happy, holy.
And if we might be permitted to dream for a moment of what it would have been if it had
continued as God created it, one might fancy what a blessed world it would be at this moment.
Had it possessed a teeming population like its present one, and if, one by one, those godly
ones had been caught away, like Elijah, without knowing death, to be succeeded by pious
descendants—oh! what a blessed world it would have been! A world where every man would
have been a priest, and every house a temple, and every garment a vestment, and every meal
a sacrifice, and every place holiness to the Lord, for the tabernacle of God would have been
among them, and God himself would have dwelt among them! What songs would have
hailed the rising of the sun—the birds of paradise carolling on every hill and in every dale
their Maker's praise! What songs would have ushered in the stillness of the night! Ay, and
angels, hovering over this fair world, would oft have heard the strain of joy breaking the si-
lence of midnight, as glad and pure hearts beheld the eyes of the Creator beaming down
upon them from the stars which stud the vault of heaven. But there came a serpent, and his
craft spoiled it all. He whispered into the ears of a mother Eve; she fell, and we fell with her,
and what a world this now is! If a man walks about in it with his eyes open, he will see it to
be a horrible sphere. I do not mean that its rivers, its lakes, its valleys, its mountains are re-
pulsive. Nay, it is a world fit for angels, naturally; but it is a horrible world morally. As I
walked the other day down the streets of Paris, and saw the soldiers with their pretty dresses,
and the knives and forks which they carried with them to carve men and make a meal for
death, I could not help thinking—this is a pretty world, this is. Only let one man lift his
finger, and a hundred thousand men are ready to meet a hundred thousand other men, all

60



Sermon 3467. A New Creation

intent upon doing—what? Why, upon cutting each other's throats, upon tearing out each
other's bleeding hearts, and wading up to their knees in each other's gore, till the ditches be
full of blood, horses and men all mingled, and left to be food for dogs and for carrion crows.
And then the victors on either side in the fray, return, and beat the drums, and sound the
trumpets, and say, "Glory! glory! see what we have done." Devils could not be worse than
men when their passions are let loose. Dogs would scarce tear each other as men do. Men
of intellect sit down, and put their fingers to their foreheads, racking their brains to find out
new ways of using gunpowder, and shot, and shell, so as to be able to blow twenty thousand
souls into eternity as easily as twenty might be massacred by present appliances. And he is
considered a clever man, a patriot, a benefactor of his own nation, who, by dint of genius,
can discover some new way of destroying his fellow creatures. Oh! it is a horrible world,
appalling to think of. When God looks at it, I wonder he does not stamp it out, just as you
and I do a spark of coal that flies upon our carpet from the fire. It is a dreadful world. But
Jesus Christ, who knew that we should never make this world much better, let us do what
we would with it, designed from the very first to make a new world of it. Truly, truly, this
seems to me to be a glorious purpose. To make a world is something wonderful, but to make
a world new is something more wonderful still. When God spake and said, "Let there be
light," it was a fiat which showed him to be divine. Yet there was nothing then to resist his
will; he had no opponent; he could build as he pleased, and there was none to pluck down.
But when Jesus Christ comes to make a new world, there is everything opposed to him.
When he saith, "Let there be light," darkness saith, "There shall not be light." When he says,
"Let there be order," chaos says, "Nay, I will maintain confusion." When he says, "Let there
be holiness, let there be love, let there be truth," the principalities and powers of evil withstand
him, and say, "There shall not be holiness, there shall be sin; there shall not be love, there
shall be hate; there shall not be truth, there shall be error; there shall not be the worship of
God, there shall be the worship of stocks and stones; men shall bow down before idols which
their own hands have made." And yet, for all that, Jesus Christ, coming in the form of a
man, revealing himself as the Son of God, determines to make all things new; and be assured,
brethren and sisters, he will do it. What though he pleases to take his time, and to use humble
instrumentalities to effect his purposes, yet do it he will. The day shall come when this world
shall be as fair as it was at the primeval Sabbath; when there shall be a new heaven and a
new earth, wherein shall dwell righteousness. The ancient prophecy shall be fulfilled to the
letter. God shall dwell among men, peace shall be domiciled on earth, and glory shall be
ascribed to God in the highest. This great work of Christ, this grand design of making this
old world into a new one, shall be carried into effect.

In order to accomplish this, it hath come to pass that Christ has made for us a new cov-
enant. The old covenant was, "Do this and live." That covenant was a sentence of death upon
us all. We could not do, therefore we could not live, and so we died. The new covenant has
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nothing in it contingent upon creature doing, but it bases all its provisions upon Christ
having done the world. "I will, and you shall," this is the language of the new covenant. The
covenant of law, in which we were weak through the flesh, left us mangled and broken. The
covenant of grace reveals God's kindness towards us, and our part thereof has been fulfilled
for us by our surety, Christ Jesus. Thus it runs, "Their sins and their iniquities will I remember
no more for ever; a new heart also will I give them, and a right spirit will I put within them."
The old world is still under the old covenant of works, and its children perish, for they
cannot carry out the conditions of the covenant, they cannot keep God's law, they break it
constantly, and they die. But the children of grace are under the new covenant of grace, and
through the precious blood, which is the penalty of the old broken covenant, and through
the spotless righteousness of Christ, which is the fulfilment and magnifying of the old cov-
enant, the Christian stands secure, and rejoices that he is saved. Christ has thus made his
people dwell under a new covenant, instead of under the old one.

In addition to the new covenant, Christ has been pleased to make us new men. His saints
are "new creatures in Christ Jesus." They have a new nature. God has breathed into them a
new life. The Holy Spirit, though the old nature is still there, has been pleased to put within
them a new nature. There is now a contending force within them—the old carnal nature
inclining to evil, and the new God-given nature panting after perfection. They are new men,
"begotten again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead." This
new nature is moved by new principles. The old nature needed to be awed with threatenings,
or bribed with rewards; the new nature feels the impulse of love. Gratitude is its mainspring:
"We love him because he first loved us." No mercenary motive now stirs the new creature:—

"My God, I love thee—not because

I hope for heaven thereby,

Nor yet because who love thee not

Must burn eternally.”

I love thee, O my Saviour, because on the cross thou didst bear shame, and spitting, and
manifold disgrace for me. New principles stir the new nature which God has given. And
this new nature is conscious of new emotions. It loves what once it hated; it hates what once
it loved. It finds blight where once it sought for bliss, and finds bliss where once it found
nothing but bitterness. It leaps at the sound which was once dull to its ears—the name of a
precious Christ. It rejoices in hopes which once seemed idle as dreams. It is filled with a
divine enthusiasm which it once rejected as fanatical. It is conscious now of living in a new
element, breathing a fresh air, partaking of new food, drinking out of new wells not digged
by men or filled from the earth. The man is new—new in principles, and new in emotions.

And now the man is also new in relationship. He was an heir to wrath; he is now a child
of God. He was a bond-slave; he is now a freeman. He was the Ishmael who dwelt in the
wilderness; he is now the Isaac, and dwells with Sarah after the tenor of the new covenant.

62



Sermon 3467. A New Creation

He rejoices in Christ Jesus, and feasts to the full. He was the citizen of earth once; he is now
a citizen of heaven. He once found his all beneath the clouds; but now his all is beyond the
stars. He has new relationships. Christ is his brother; God is his father; the angels are his
friends; and the despised people of God are his best and nearest kinsfolk. And hence the
man has new aspirations. He now pants to glorify God. What cared he about the glory of
God once? He now pants to see God; once he would have paid the fare, if it had cost his life,
that he might escape from the presence of the Lord. Now he hungers and thirsts after the
living God; yea, if his soul had wings, and he could break the fetters of this mortality, he
would mount at once to dwell where Jesus is. Dear friends, are you new men? If you are,
you understand what it is; if you are not, I know I cannot explain it to you. Oh! to be born
again is a great mystery; blessed is the soul that comprehends it! But he that knows it not
will never learn it by the lip; he can only know it by the Spirit of God causing him also to
be made a new creature in Christ Jesus.

Thus far I have said that the object of Christ was to make a new world, and he began by
making a new covenant. Then, through his Spirit, he goes on to make new men under the
new covenant, and you will see that by this means he makes a new society. Swelling words
have been spoken and great attempts taken in hand to renovate society, but you can never
renovate society till you have renovated the individual members who compose society. You
may build a brick house, if you please; but, build it as you like, it will be a house of brick
upon whatever principles of architecture it may be constructed; not until that brick shall be
transformed to marble can you hope to "dwell in marble halls." So men may launch their
divers theories, and patent their social inventions, but after they have re-shaped the society
of sinners, they will leave it a sinful society still. It is otherwise with Christ. By making new
men he makes a new society, which society he calls his "Church". That Church he sends into
the world to act upon the rest of mankind. Verily the day will come—whether it shall be at
his second advent or before his second advent, I do not know—the day when from the east
to the west, and from the north to the south, there shall be a new world as far as men are
concerned. There shall be no injustice towards the poor; there shall be no envying of the
rich; there shall be no law to make men slaves; there shall be no power to oppress, because
there shall be no will to do it. Our Lord Jesus Christ shall put a new heart into earth's kings,
and then he shall come himself to take their thrones and their crowns, and to be himself
our Universal King, and in his day shall the righteous flourish.

Now I believe the way for us to regard that happy day in which he will make all things
new; that happy day when the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and the leopard shall lie down
with the kid, when the sword shall be turned into the sickle, and the spear into the pruning
hook—the way for us to regard that day, I think, is not standing with our mouths open ex-
pecting it, but by setting to work after the Master's own fashion, seeking to bring it about,
to gather out the elect from mankind, to illustrate the gospel practically in our lives, and so
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to do as Jesus did among the sons of men; promoting light, and peace, and truth, and holiness,
and happiness as God may help us.

I wish we had more time to enter fully into this part of the subject. We have not, and,
therefore, we must leave it, but may you and I have a part in this new creation! Turning to
our second point, I want you to:—

II. ADORE THIS GREAT REGENERATOR.

He says, "Behold I make all things new." Behold him! He is a man dressed in the common
garments of the poor! He hath no form nor comeliness, and when you shall see him there
is no beauty in him that you should desire him. He has come to make the world new. He
has no soldiery, no book of laws, no new philosophy. He had come to make the world new,
and to do this he has brought with him—what? Why, himself. He