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          In 1517, Martin Luther's 95 Theses sparked 
the Protestant Reformation by challenging the practices of the Roman 
Catholic Church and the authority of the pope. Many of Luther's books 
were ordered to be burned as a result of Luther's dissent. Despite this 
fact, a copy of Martin Luther's Table Talk (then entitled 
Divine 
Discourses) was found preserved under the foundations of a German 
citizen's home in 1626. Table Talk contains a series of informal 
conversations Luther shared with his students and colleagues in his 
home. The topics of these conversations range from religious doctrine 
and history to instructions regarding government, church, and the 
academic university. Throughout this text, Luther presents his beliefs 
boldly, and at times, his opinions may seem extremely biased. While the 
ethical implications of Luther's views are highly debated, Table 
Talk 
provides an uncensored look at Luther's influential 
ideas.

Emmalon Davis
CCEL Staff Writer
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                Quotations

	
        The Holy Scriptures surpass in efficaciousness all the arts and all the sciences of the philosophers and jurists; these, though good and necessary to life here below, are vain and of no effect as to what concerns the life eternal.
                    (Table Talk)
            
	
        He who wholly renounces himself, and relies not on mere human reason, will make good progress in the Scriptures; but the world comprehends them not, from ignorance of that mortification which is the gift of God’s Word.
                    (Table Talk)
            
	
        I have grounded my preaching upon the literal word; he that pleases may follow me; he that will not may stay. I call upon St Peter, St Paul, Moses, and all the Saints, to say whether they ever fundamentally comprehended one single word of God, without studying it over and over and over again.
                    (Table Talk)
            
	
        If I thoroughly appreciated these first words of the Lord’s Prayer, Our Father, which art in Heaven, and really believed that God, who made heaven and earth, and all creatures, and has all things in his hand, was my Father, then should I certainly conclude with myself, that I also am a lord of heaven and earth, that Christ is my brother, Gabriel my servant, Raphael my coachman, and all the angels my attendants at need, given unto me by my heavenly Father, to keep me in the path, that unawares I knock not my foot against a stone.
                    (Table Talk)
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