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PREFACE

IN issuing the last volume of the DICTIONAEY OF THE BIBLE, the Editor desires

to record his sense of the goodness of God in enabling him to carry it through

to the end, and to beseech His blessing on the use of it, that His Name may

be glorified. He desires also very heartily to thank all those who have been

associated with him in its production. He thanks the Publishers for their con-

fidence at the beginning, for the liberty they have left him, and for the perfect

courtesy of all their intercourse with him. He thanks the Printers also, Messrs.

MORRISON & GIBB, and their employees, for their skilful workmanship and their

patient personal interest And he thanks all the Authors. Chosen because'

they were believed to be able to give the best account of the subjects entrusted

to them, they have done their work in such a way as to vindicate their choice;

while the relations between them and the Editor have been most agreeable through-

out. He thanks them all, but especially those with whom he has been most

closely associated in the oversight of the work—Dr. JOHN A. SELBIE, Dr. S. E.

DRIVER, Dr. II. B. SWETE, and Dr. W. SANDAY. There is another, Dr. A. B.

DAVIDSON, but he has passed beyond the voice of earthly gratitude.

%• While this volume completes the DICTIONARY as announced, an Extra Volume is in
preparation, to contain Indexes and certain subsidiary articles of importance.





LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

I. GENERAL

Alex. =Alexandrian.
Apoc. = Apocalypse.
Apocr. =Apocryplia.
Aq. = Anuila.
Arab. = Arabic.
Aram, a Aramaic.
Assyr. = Assyrian.
Bab. = Babylonian.
c. = circa, about.
Can. =Canaanite.
cf. = compare.
ct. = contrast.
D=Deuteronomist.
E=Elohist.
edd. = editions or editors.
Egyp.= Egyptian.
Eng.= English.
Eth.=Ethiopic.
f. =and following verse or page; as Ac 10341-
tf. =and following verses or ljages; as Mt l l
Gr.= Greek.
U =Law of Holiness.
Heb. = Hebrew.
Hel. = Hellenistic.
Hex. = Hexateuch.
Isr. = Israelite.
J=Jahwist.
J"=Jehovah.
Jerus. = Jerusalem.
Jos. = Joseph us.

LXX=Septuagint
MSS=Manuscripts.
MT=Massoretic Text.
n. =note.
NT=New Testament.
Onk. = Onkelos.
OT = Old Testament.
P= Priestly Narrative.
Pal. = Palestine, Palestinian.
Pent. = Pentateuch.
Pers. = Persian.
Phil. = Philistine.
Phcen. = Phoenician.
Pr. Bk. = Prayer Look.
It = Redactor.
Rom. = Roman.
Sam. = Samaritan.
Sem. = Semitic.
Sept. =Septuagint.
Sin. =Sinaitic.
Syinm. = Symmaclius.
Syr. =Syriac.
Talm.=Talmud.
Targ. =Targum.
Tlieod.=Theodotion.
TR=Textus Receptus.
tr. = translate or translation,
VSS = Versions.
Vulg. = Vulgate.
WH= Westcott and Hort's text.

I I . BOOKS OP THE BIBLE

Old Testament.
Gn = Genesis.
Ex = Exodus.
Lv=Leviticus.
Nu = Numbers.
Dt=Deuteronomy.
Jos=Joshua.
Jg=Judges.
Ru=Ruth.
1 S,2S = 1 and 2 Samuel.
1 K, 2 K = l a n d 2 Kings.
1 Ch, 2 Ch = 1 and 2

Chronicles.
£zr = Ezra.
Neh = Nehemiah.
Est=Esther.
Job.
Ps = Psalms.
Pr=Proverbs.
Ec=Ecclesiastes.

Apocrypha.
1 Es, 2 Es = 1 and 2 To=Tobit.

EsUras. Jth=Judith.

Ca=Canticles.
Is = Isaiah.
Jer=Jeremiah.
La=Lamentations.
Ezk=Ezekicl.
Dn=Daniel.
Hos = Hosea.
Jl=Joel.
Am=Amos.
Ob=Obadiah.
Jon=Jonah.
Mic=Micah.
Nah = Nahum.
Hab=Habakkiik.
Zeph=Zephaniah.
Hag=Haggai.
Zee=Zechariah.
Mal=Malachi.

Ad. Est = Additions to Sus = Susanna.
Esther. Bel = Bel and the

Wis=Wisdom. Dragon.
Sir = Sirach or Ecclesi- Pr. Man = Prayer of

asticus. Manasses.
Bar=Baruch. 1 Mae, 2 Mac = l and 2
Three = Song of the Maccabees.

Three Children.
New Testament.

1 Th, 2 Th = 1 and 2
Thessalonians.

1 Ti, 2 Ti = 1 and 2
Timothy.

Tit = Titus.
Philem=Philemon.

and 2 He= Hebrews.
Ja=James.
1 P, 2 P= 1 and 2 Peter.
1 Jn, 2 Jn, 3 Jn = l, 2,

and 3 John.
Jude.
Rev = Revelation.

Mt = Matthew.
Mk=Mark.
Lk=Luke.
Jn = Jolm.
Ac=Acts.
Ro=Bomans.
1 Co, 2 Co = 1

Corinthians.
Gal = Galatians.
Eph=Ephesians.
Ph =Philippians.
Col = Colossians.



VU1 LIST OF ABBKEVIATIONS

III. ENGLISH VERSIONS

Wye. ="Wyclifs Bible (NT c. 1380, OT c. 1382,
Purvey's Revision fi. 1388).

Tind. = Tindale's NT 1528 and 1534, Pent. 1530.
Cov. = Coverdale's Bible 1535.
Matt, or Rog. = Matthew's (i.e. prob. Rogers')

Bible 1537.
Cran. or Great=Oanmer's 'Great' Bible 1539.
Tav.=Tavemer's Bible 1539.
Gen. = Geneva NT 1557, Bible 1580.

Bish.= Bishops' Bible 1568.
Tom.=Tomson's NT 1576.
Rhem.=Rhemish NT 1582.
Dou.=Douay OT 1609.
AV = Authorized Version 1611.
AVm=Authorized Version margin.
RV = Revised Version NT 1881, OT 1885.
RVm = Revised Version margin.
EV=Auth. and Rev. Versions.

IV. FOB THE LITERATT/BE

AET=Ancient Hebrew Tradition.
AJSL=American Journal of Sem. Lang, and

Literature.
.4 «7TA=American Journal of Theology.
-4T=Altes Testament.
Bi=Bampton Lecture.
2Jilf=British Museum.
BBP=Biblical Researches in Palestine.
GIG — Corpus Inscriptionum Grsecarum.
CIL = Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum.
C/S= Corpus Inscriptionum Sernitiearum.
COTs: Cuneiform Inscriptions and the OT.
DJ?=Dictionary of the Bible.
EHH= Early History of the Hebrews.
G.4P=Geographie des alten Palastina.
GGA = Gottingische Gelehrte Anzeigen.
GGiV=Nachrichten der konigl. Gesellschaft der

Wissensehaften zu Gbttingen.
GyV=Geschichte des Jiidischen Volkes.
GK/=Geschichte des Volkes Israel.
HCM= Higher Criticism and the Monuments.
ID?=Historia Ecclesiastica.
HGHL = Historical Geog. of Holy Land.
HI= History of Israel.
fiJP=History of the Jewish People.
HPM= History, Prophecy, and the Monuments.
HPN= Hebrew Proper Names.
/«TG! = Israelitische und Judische Geschichte.
JBL—Journal of Biblical Literature.
JXTA=Jahrbucher fur deutsche Theologie.
JQR=Jewish Quarterly Review.
Jr£^liS=Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society.
JML = Jewish Religious Life after the Exile.
JThSt=Journal of Theological Studies.
KAT=T>ie Keilinschriften und das Alte Test.
JfGi?=Keilin8chriften u. Geschichtsforschung.
KIB=KeilinschriftUche Bibliothek.
LCBl=Literarisches Centralblatt.
£Or=Introd. to the Literature of the Old Test.

NHWB=Neuhebraisches Worterbuch.
NTZG = Neutestamentliche Zeitgeschichte.
ON= Otium Norvicense.
OP=Origin of the Psalter.
0TJC=Tho Old Test, in the Jewish Church.
PB=Polychrome Bible.
PEF= Palestine Exploration Fund.
PEFSt = Quarterly Statement of the same.
PSBA = Proceedings of Soc. of Bibl. Archaeology.
PiJiS = Real-Encyclopadie fur protest. Theologie

und Kirche.
QPB = Queen's Printers' Bible.
BB = Revue Bibliime.
BEJ= Revue des Etudes Juives.
iJP=Records of the Past.
RS=Religion of the Semites.
&BOr=Sacred Books of Old Test.
£if=Studien und Kritiken.
SP= Sinai and Palestine.
SWP=Memoirs of the Survey of W. Palestine.
ThL or TAL^=Theol. Literaturzeitung.
T/ir=Theol. Tijdschrift.
TS=Texts and Studies.
TSBA = Transactions of Soc. of Bibl. Archseology.
TU = Texte und Untersuchungen.
WA1= Western Asiatic Inscriptions.
WZKM=Wiener Zeitschrift fiir Kunde des

Morgenlandes.
ZA = Zeitschrift fiir Assyriologie.
ZAW or 2^TW=Zeitschrift fur die Alttest.

Wissenschaft.
ZDMG = Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgen-

liindischen Gesellschaft.
ZDPV=. Zeitschrift des Deutschen Palastina.

Vereins.
Z,fi:,ST=Zeit8chrift fur Keilschriftforscbung.
ZKW= Zeitschrift fur kirchliche Wissenschaft.
ZNTW= Zeitschrift fiir die Neutest. Wissen.

schaft.

A small superior number designates the particular edition of the work referred to, as KAT1, LOT*.
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AUTHOES OF AETICLES IN YOL. IV

ISRAEL ABRAHAMS, M.A., Editor of the Jewish
Quarterly Review, and Senior Tutor of the
Jews' College, London.

Eev. ALEXANDER ADAMSON, M.A., B.D., Dundee.

Key. WALTER F. ADENEY, M.A., D.D., Professor
of New Testament Exegesis in New College,
London.

Ven. A. S. AGLEN, M.A., D.D., Archdeacon of
St. Andrews.

W. BACHER, Ph.D., Professor in the Landes-
Rabbinerschule, Budapest.

Rev. JonN S. BANKS, Professor of Systematic
Theology in the Headingley College, Leeds.

Rev. W. EMERY BARNES, M.A., D.D., Fellow of
Peterhonse, and Hulsean Professor of Divinity,
Cambridge.

JAMES VERNON BARTLET, M.A., Professor of
Church History, Mansfield College, Oxford.

GRAF WILHELM VON BAUDISSIN, Professor of
Theology in the University of Berlin.

Rev. LLEWELLYN J. M. BEBB, M.A., Principal of
St. David's College, Lampeter; formerly Fellow
and Tutor of Brasenose College, Oxford.

Rev. WILLIS JUDSON BEECHER, D.D., Professor
of Hebrew Language and Literature in Auburn
Theological Seminary, New York.

P. V. M. BENECKE, M.A., Fellow and Tutor of
Magdalen College, Oxford.

Rev. WILLIAM HENRY BENNETT, M.A., Litt.D.,
D.D., Professor of Old Testament Exegesis in
Hackney and New Colleges, London; some-
time Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge.

Rev. EDWARD RUSSELL BERNARD, M.A., Chan-
cellor and Canon of Salisbury Cathedral;
formerly Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford.

Rev. JOHN HENRY BERNARD, D.D., Fellow of
Trinity College, and Archbishop King's
Lecturer in Divinity in the University of
Dublin.

FREDERICK J. BLISS, B.A., Ph.D., Director of the
Palestine Exploration Fund in Jerusalem.

Rev. W. ADAMS BROWN, M.A., Ph.D., Professor
of Systematic Theology in Union Theological
Seminary, New York.

K. BUDDE, Ph. D., D.D., Professor of Theology in
the University of Marburg.

Rev. WILLIAM CARSLAW, M.A., M.D., of the
I*banon Schools, Beyrout, Syria.

Rev. ARTHUR THOMAS CHAPMAN, M.A., Fellow,
Tutor, and Hebrew Lecturer, Emmanuel
College, Cambridge.

Rev. ROBERT HENRY CHARLES, D.D., Professor of
Biblical Greek in the University of Dublin.

Col. CLAUDE REIGNIER CONDEK, R.E., D.C.L.,
LL.D., M.R.A.S.

Rev. G. A. COOKE, M.A., formerly Fellow of
Magdalen College, Oxford.

Rev. HENRY COWAN, M.A., D.D., Professor of
Church History in the University of Aberdeen.

The late Rev. A. B. DAVIDSON, D.D., LL.D.,
Professor of Hebrew and Oriental Languages
in New College, Edinburgh.

Rev. T. WITTON DAVIES, B.A., Ph.D., M.R.A.S.,
Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament Lit-
erature in the Baptist College, Bangor, and
Lecturer in Semitic Languages in University
College, Bangor.

Rev. W. T. DAVISON, M.A., D.D., Professor of
Systematic Theology in the Handsworth
Theological College, Birmingham.

Rev. JAMES DENNEY, M.A., D.D., Professor of
Systematic Theology in the United Free
Church College, Glasgow.

The late Rev. W. P. DlCKSON, D.D., LL.D.,
Professor of Divinity in the University of
Glasgow.

Rev. SAMUEL ROLLES DRIVER, D.D., Litt.D.,
Canon of Christ Church, and Regius Professor
of Hebrew in the University of Oxford.

Rev. DAVID EATON, M. A., D.D., Glasgow.
Rev. WILLIAM EWINO, M.A., Glasgow, for-

merly of Tiberias, Palestine.
Rev. GEORGE FERRIKS, M.A., D.D., Cluny, Aber-

deenshire.
Rev. ROBERT FLINT, D.D., LL.D., Professor of

Divinity in the University of Edinburgh.
Rev. ALFRED ERNEST GARVIE, M.A., B.D., Mon-

trose.
Rev. JOHN GIBB, M.A., D.D., Professor of New

Testament Exegesis in Westminster College,
Cambridge.

G. BUCHANAN GRAY, M.A., Professor of Hebrew
in Mansfield College, Oxford.

Rev. ALEXANDER GRIEVE, M.A., Ph.D., Forfar.
FRANCIS LLEWELLYN GRIFFITH, M.A., F.S.A.,

Superintendent of the Archaeological Survey
of the Egypt Exploration Fund.



AUTHORS OF ARTICLES IN VOL. IV

Rev. HENRY MELVILL GWATKIN, M.A., D.D.,
Fellow of Emmanuel College, and Dixie Pro-
fessor of Ecclesiastical History in the University
of Cambridge.

Rev. G. HAEFOED - BATTERSBY, M.A., Balliol
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Librarian of Clare College, Cambridge.
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of All Souls' College, Oxford.

EDWARD HULL, M.A., LL.D., F.R.S., F.R.G.S.,
late Director of the Geological Survey of
Ireland, and Professor of Geology in the Royal
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MONTAGUE RHODES JAMES, M.A., Litt.D.,
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Professor of Anatomy in the University of
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DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE

PLEROHA {irK-fipafia; Lat. plenitudo, supple-
mentttm, pleroma; AV and KV' fulness'). —A word
e$ common Greek usage, which is raised to a semi-
technical meaning in relation to God in certain
books of the NT connected with Asia Minor (Ephe-
sians, Colossians, John (prol.)). This meaning
may have been given to it first by St. Paul; but

• his absolute use of it in Col I*9, without any
explanation added, suggests that it was already
in use among the false teachers against whom he
is writing. Lightfoot conjectures that it had a
Palestinian origin, representing the Hebrew KSD.

The word itself is a relative term, capable of
many shades of meaning, according to the subject
with which it is joined and the antithesis to which
it is contrasted. It denotes the result of the action
of the verb irXij/xwc ; but irXripovv is either (a) to fill
up an empty thing (e.g. Mt 1348), or (b) to com-
plete an incomplete thing (e.g. Mt 517); and the
verbal substantive in -/ta may express either (1)
the objective accusative after the verb, ' the thing
filled or completed,'or (2) the cognate accusative,
' the state of fulness or completion, the fulfilment,
the full amount,' resulting from the action of the
verb (Ro II1* 1310 15s9, 1 Co 10s6). It may em-
phasize totality in contrast to its constituent
parts; or fulness in contrast to emptiness (xivw/na);
or completeness in contrast to incompleteness or
deficiency (voripriiw Col I24, 2 Co 11", iJTTyfw'RolV2).
A further ambiguity arises when it is joined with
a genitive, which may be either subjective or
objective, tile fulness which one thing gives to
another, or that which it receives from another.

In its semi-technical application it is applied
primarily to the perfection of God, the fulness of
His Being,' the aggregate of the Divine attributes,
virtues, energies'; this is used quite absolutely in
Col I 1 9 (iv airy eiS6iC7)(rev irav rb TrXrfpw/ia KaT0iK7Jcrai),
b u t f u r t he r defined (1) a s wav rb vX^paj/xa rrjs OCOTTJTOS,
'the whole completeness of the Divine nature,' in
Col 2s, (2) as irav rb trXijpu/ia TOV deov, ' t h e whole
(moral) perfection which is characteristic of God,'
in Eph 319. Secondarily, this same vXripwiw. is
transferred to Christ; it was embodied perma-
nently in Him at the Incarnation (Col I19); it still
dwells permanently in His glorified Body, iv aim?
KaroLKet <Tbifia,TiK&s (Col 29.).;. i t is rb TrM/pa/ia TOV
XpuxroO (Eph 413), the complete, moral, and intel-
lectual perfection to which Christians aspire and
with which they are filled (Eph 413, Col 2" iark iv
air$ ireirXripu/iivot. Cf. J n I18 £KTOV TrXyptb/JaTos airov
71/i.ets ndvTes iXdfio/iev, where vX^pa/ia is the state of
Him who is jrXijp^s xdpirm Kai dXijffelas, 1", cf. Lk 210

ir\r)poi)ievov ao<plas). This indwelling emphasizes
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the completeness with which the Son represents
the Father; it is the fulness of life which makes
Him the representative, without other intermediary
agencies, and ruler of the whole universe; and it is
the fulness of moral and intellectual perfection
which is communicable through Him to man; it
is consistent with a gradual growth of human
faculties (Lk 2*), therefore with the phrase tavrbv
itcivwvev of Ph 2?, which is perhaps intended as a
deliberate contrast to it [KENOSIS]. One further
application of the phrase is made in Eph I23, where
it is used of the Church, T4 rXijpafita roO rk W&VTO. iv
iraaiv vXrjpovfdvov. Here the genitive is perhaps
subjective—the fulness of Christ, His full embodi-
ment, that fulness which He supplies to the
Church—emphasizing the thoroughness with which
the Church is the receptacle of His powers and
represents Him on earth. The analogy of the
other uses of the word with the genitive of the
person (Eph 319 413), and the stress throughout these
books on Christians being filled by Christ (Eph
319 413 518, Col I s 210 412, Jn I16 3s4), favours this
view. But the genitive may be objective, 'the
complement of Christ,' that whieh completes Him,
which fills up by its activities the work which His
withdrawal to heaven would have left undone, as
the body completes the head. The analogy of the
body, the stress laid on the action of the Church
(Eph 310-21), St. Paul's language about himself in
Col I2 4 (avTavairXijpu rA vffrepJjfiaTtt rwv $Xt\[/ecw TOV
XpwTov), support this, and it is impossible to decide
between the two. The former view has been most
common since the thorough examination of the
word by Fritzsche (Bom. ii. pp. 469ft".) and Light-
foot (Col. ad he. and Additional Note), and is still
taken by von Soden (Hand-Comm. ad loc.) and
Macpherson (Expositor, 1890, pp. 462-472). But
the latter view, which was that of Origen and
Chrysostom, has been strongly advocated of late
by Pfleiderer (Paulinism, ii. p. 172), T. K. Abbott
(international Critical Comm. ad loc), and most
fully J. A. Kobinson (Expositor, 1898, pp. 241-259).

Outside the NT the word occurs in Ignatius in a
sense which is clearly influenced by the NT, and
apparently in the meaning of the Divine fulness,
as going forth and blessing and residing in the
Church (Eph. Inscr. rrj evXoynpJvy iv ii*yt$ei ffeov
irarpbs irXijpii/w,Ti, and Trail. Inscr. f/v Kai do-vd^o/iai
iv rip irXypiifiaTi, almost=iv Xpumji [but see Light-
foot, ad loc.]).

In Gnosticism the use becomes yet more stereo,
typed and technical, though its applications are still
very variable. The Gnostic writers appeal to the
use in the NT (e.g. Iren. I. iii. 4), and the word
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retains from it the sense of totality in contrast to
the constituent parts; but the chief associations
of jrXijpw/ua in their systems are with Greek philo-
sophy, and the main thought is that of a state of
completeness in contrast to deficiency (varipriiia,
Iren. I. xvi. 3 ; Hippol. vi. 31), or of the fulness of
real existence in contrast to the empty void and
unreality of mere phenomena (K^VW/UI, Iren. I. iv. 1).
Thus in Cerinthus it expressed the fulness of the
Divine Life out of which the Divine Christ
descended upon the man Jesus at his baptism,
and into which He returned (Iren. I. xxvi. 1,
III. xi. 1, xvi. 1). In the Valentinian system it
stands in antithesis to the essential incomprehen-
sible Godhead, as ' the circle of the Divine attri-
butes,' the various means by which God reveals
Himself: it is the totality of the thirty seons or
emanations which proceed from God, but are
separated alike from Him and from the material
universe. It is at times almost localized, so that
a thing is spoken of as 'within,' 'without,' 'above,'
'below' the Pleroma: more often it is the spirit-
world, the archetypal ideal existing in the invisible
heavens in contrast to the imperfect phenomenal
manifestations of that ideal in the universe. Thus
1 the whole Pleroma of the reons ' contributes each
its own excellence to the historic Jesus, and He
appears on earth ' as the perfect beauty and star
ot t h e P l e r o m a ' {Te\ei(rra.Tov /cdXXos Kal &<rrpov TOC
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ypf, Iren. I. xi. 6). Again, each separate
reon is called, a irXiipw â in contrast to its earthly
imperfect counterpart, so that in this sense the
plural can be used, irkripibiMTa, (Iren. I. xiv. 2); and
even each individual has his or her Pleroma
or spiritual counterpart (rb vMjpwiM avrijs of the
Samaritan woman,—Heracleon, ap. Origen, xiii.
p. 205; ap. Stieren's Irenceus, p. 950). Similarly
it was used by Ophite writers as equivalent to
the full completeness of perfect knowledge {Pistis
Sophia, p. 15). I t thus expressed the various
thoughts which we should express by the God-
head, the ideal, heaven; and it is probably owing
to this ambiguity, as well as to its heretical associa-
tions, that the word dropped out of Christian theo-
logy. It is still used in its ordinary untechnical
meaning, e.g. Theophylact (p. 530) speaks of the
Trinity as irX^pu/ju). TOV $eoD ; but no use SO technical
as that in Ignatius reappears.

For fuller details cf. Suicer's Thesaurus, s.v.;
Lightfoot, Col. ('Colossian Heresy' and Additional
Note); Smith's Diet. Christ. Biogr. s.vv. ' Gnosti-
cism,' 'Valentinus'; Cambridge texts and Studies,
i. 4, p. 105. W. LOCK.

PLOUGH, PLOUGHSHARE.—See AGRICULTURE
in vol. i. p. 49.

PLUMBLINE, PLUMMET.—A line or cord with
a heavy weight attached, used by masons when
erecting a building, to ascertain if the walls are
perpendicular. The plumbline used by the Syrian
masons is a cord passing freely through a hole in
the centre of a cylindrical piece of wood about 3 in.
long; at o»e end of the cord is a hollow cone of
copper filled with lead. The cord is fastened to a
ring inserted into the centre of the base of the cone-
shaped plummet, the diameter of the base being
the same as the length of the cylinder of wood.
One end of the piece of wood is applied to the face
of the wall, and the plummet is allowed to descend
slowly. If the rim of the base just touches the
surface of the stones the wall is perpendicular.
Several Heb. words are tendered plummet or
plumbline. 1. JJK, literally, a stone, probably
showing that the original plummet was a sus-
pended stone, Is 34U. In Zee 410 the expression \w
?'1?n (see Nowack, ad toe), a stone of tin, a
plummet, is used. 2. *|)K Am 77- 8. The etymology

of this word is doubtful. There are similar words
in cognate languages for' lead,' ' t in' (cf. Oxf. Heb.
Lex. s.v.). 3. nVpfp in 2 K 2113, nSp.yp Is 28", a
weight. In all the Scripture references to ' plum-
met ' or ' plumb-line,' the term is used metaphori-
cally, e.g. in Am 78, where J" is to set a plummet in
the very midst of His people (i.e. apply to it a
crucial moral test), and whatever does not conform
to its standard will be destroyed (Driver, ad loc.).

W. CARSLAW.
POCHERETH - HAZZEBAIM. — Amongst the

'children of Solomon's servants' who returned
with Zerubbabel are mentioned the o'^n n"3 :a 'J?,
Ezr 257=Neh 769 (D'^ri 'D -JJ). The LXX, mis-
understanding the passage, divides into two proper
names (in Ezr B viol $a<rp6.0, viol'A<refiwsiv, A <J>aKep<i0,
'Atrefiaelfi.; in Neh B viol "fcaicapdS, viol 2oj3acl/i,
A . . . <S>aXap6.e . . . ). In 1 Es 5s4 the LXX has
viol *<xicap£0 2a/3(e)_£ij. See PHACARETH. The Heb.
pochereth-hazgebaim means 'hunter of gazelles.'

J . A. SELBIE.
POET.—Only Ac 1728 ' As certain even of youi

own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.'
By ' your own poets' (oi KO9' V/H&S [WH marg. rj/iSs
after B, 33 etc., Copt.] Troirp-ai) Lightfoot thinks
St. Paul meant poets belonging to the same school
as his Stoic audience (Dissertations on Apost.
Age, p. 2881). The words have been traced to
Cleanthes' Hymn to Zeus, 5, where we read, ' For
Thine offspring are we (4K <rou ykp yivos fontr),
therefore will I hymn Thy praises and sing Thy
might forever. Thee all this universe which rolls
about the earth obeys, wheresoever Thou dost
guide it, and gladly owns Thy sway.' Than in
this ' sublime hymn,' says Lightfoot (Dissert, p.
306), ' heathen devotion seldom or never soars
higher.' Cleanthes belongs to the 4th cent. B.C.
The exact words of St. Paul's quotation (TOO yty
rat yivoi iaitiv) have been found in another Stoic's
writings, the Phenomena of Aratus of Soli (of the
3rd cent. B.C.), and the form of the apostle's
expression, 'some of your own poets,' may mean
that he knew the words to be found in more than
one poet.

In 1 Co 153S and Tit I12 quotations have been
discovered from other Greek poets, but they par-
take rather more of the character of common
proverbs than the quotation from Cleanthes or
Aratus. The first (<j>Bdpovnv Ifit] -j^aff 6fu\lai.
KO.KO.1) has been traced to the Thais of Menander, a
comic poet of the 3rd cent. B.C. The line is
iambic trimeter, and the form xpi)<r0' of the TR
is necessary for the scansion; xpijard is, however,
the form in almost all MSS, and adopted by
almost all editors, so that the feeling for the
metre of the line was not present when the apostle
wrote. The second (Kprjres del êOcrrai, /ca/c& 6i)pia,
yacripet ipyai.) is a complete hexameter verse, and
comes from the Ilepl xpijffMw" of Epimenides, who
lived about B.C. 600. I t is also found in the Hymn
to Zeus of Callimachus.

These fragments of Greek verse exhaust the
poetry (if the word is to be used in its usual con-
notation) of the NT. I t is extremely probable,
however, that many of our Lord's sayings were
cast in the forms of Hebrew poetry. See the
articles by Briggs on ' The Wisdom of Jesus the
Messiah' in the Expos. Times, vol. viii. (1897)
pp. 393ff., 452ff., 492ff., vol. ix. (1898) 69ff., and
less fully in his Study of Holy Scripture (1899),
p. 373 ff. J. HASTIKGS.

POETRY (HEBREW).—

Introduction.
i. The Form of Heb. poetry.

A. Poems written in Prosa.
B. Poems written in Verse.

1. The External evidence.




