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PREFACE

1 Qnne heed to . . . teaching.' Perhaps the Church of Christ has never given
sufficient heed to teaching since the earliest and happiest days. In our own day
the importance of teaching, or, as we sometimes call it, expository preaching, has
been pressed home through causes that are various yet never accidental; and it is
probable that in the near future more heed will be given by the Church to teaching'
than has ever been given before.

As a contribution towards the furnishing of the Church for that great work,
this DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE is published. It is a Dictionary of the Old and New
Testaments, together with the Old Testament Apocrypha, according to the Authorized
and Eevised English Versions, and with constant reference to the original tongues.
Every effort has been used to make the information it contains reasonably full,
trustworthy, and accessible.

As to fulness. In a Dictionary of the Bible one expects that the words
occurring in the Bible, which do not explain themselves, will receive some ex-
planation. The present Dictionary more nearly meets that expectation than any
Dictionary that has hitherto been published. Articles have been written on the
names of all Persons and Places, on the Antiquities and Archaeology of the Bible,
on its Ethnology, Geology, and Natural History, on Biblical Theology and Ethic, and
even on the obsolete or archaic words occurring in the English Versions. The
greater number of the articles are of small compass, for care has been exercised to
exclude vague generalities as well as unaccepted idiosyncrasies ; but there are many
articles which deal with important and difficult subjects, and extend to considerable
length. Such, for example, and to mention only one, is the article in the first
volume on the Chronology of the New Testament.

As to trustworthiness. The names of the authors are appended to their articles,
except where the article is very brief and of minor importance; and these names are
the best guarantee that the work may be relied on. So far as could be ascertained,
those authors were chosen for the various subjects who had made a special study of
that subject, and might be able to speak with authority upon i t Then, in addition
to the work of the Editor and his Assistant, every sheet has passed through the
hands of the three distinguished scholars whose names are found on the title-page.
These scholars are not responsible for errors of any kind, if such should be dis-
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covered in the Dictionary, but the time and care they have spent upon it may be
taken as a good assurance that the work as a whole is reliable and authoritative.

As to accessibility. While all the articles have been written expressly for
this work, so they have been arranged under the headings one would most naturally
turn to. In a very few cases it has been found necessary to group allied subjects
together. But even then, the careful system of black-lettering and cross-reference
adopted, should enable the reader to find the subject wanted without delay. And BO
important has it seemed to the Editor that each subject should be found under its
own natural title, that he has allowed a little repetition here and there (though not
in identical terms) rather than distress the reader by sending him from one article
to another in search of the information he desires. The Proper Names will be found
under the spelling adopted in the Eevised Version, and in a few very familiar
instances the spelling of the Authorized Version is also given, with a cross-reference
to the other. On the Proper Names generally, and particularly on the very difficult
and unsettled questions of their derivation, reference may be made to the article
NAMES (PROPER), which will be found in the third volume. The Hebrew, and (where
it seemed to be of consequence for the identification of the name) the Greek of the
Septuagint, have been given for all proper and many common names. It was found
impracticable to record all the variety of spelling discovered in different manuscripts
of the Septuagint; and it was considered unnecessary, in view of the great Edition
now in preparation in Cambridge, and the Concordance of Proper Names about to be
published at the Clarendon Press. The Abbreviations, considering the size and scope
of the work, will be seen to be few and easily mastered. A list of them, together
with a simple and uniform scheme of transliterating Hebrew and Arabic words, will
be found on the following pages. The Maps have been specially prepared for this
work by Mr. J. G. Bartholomew, F.E.G.S. The Illustrations (the drawings for which
have been chiefly made in Syria by the Eev. G. M. Mackie, M.A.) are confined to
subjects which cannot be easily understood without their aid.

The Editor has pleasure in recording his thanks to many friends and willing
fellow-workers, including the authors of the various articles. In especial, after those
whose names are given on the title-page, he desires to thank the Eev. W. SANDAY,

D.D., LL.D., Lady Margaret Professor of Divinity in the University of Oxford, who has
read many of the articles and given valuable assistance in other ways, and whose
name might have appeared on the title-page, had not illness prevented him for some
time from carrying out his intention of reading the proof-sheets as they were ready;
next, his own early teacher, Dr. DONALD SHEARER, who voluntarily undertook, and
has most conscientiously carried out, the verification of the passages of Scripture;
also Professor MAHAFFY of Dublin, who kindly read some articles in proof; Professor
EYLE of Cambridge; Professor SALMOND of Aberdeen; Principal STEWART of St.
Andrews; and Principal FAIRBAIRN and Mr. J. VERNON BARTLET, M.A. of Mansfield
College, Oxford.

*„• Messrs. Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, have the sole right of publication of thie
DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE in the United States and Canada.
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

L GENERAL

Alex. = Alexandrian.
Apoo. = Apocalypse.
Apocr. = Apocrypha.
Aq. =Aquila.
Arab. = Arabic.
Aram. = Aramaic.
Assyr. = Assyrian.
Bab. = Babylonian.
c.=circa, about.
Can. =Canaanite.
ef. = Compare.
ct. = Contrast.
D=Deuteronomist.
E=Elohist.
edd. = Editions or Editors.
Egyp.= Egyptian.
Eng. = English.
Eth. =Ethiopic.
f. =and following verse or page; as Ac 1084l-

ff. =and following verses or pages; as Mt ll28"-
Gr.= Greek.
H=Law of Holiness.
Heb. = Hebrew.
Hel. = Hellenistic.
Hex.=Hexateuch.
Isr. = Israelite.
J=Jahwist.
J"=Jehovah.
Jerus. = Jerusalem.
Jos. = Josephus.

LXX = Septuagint.
MSS=Manuscripts.
MT = Massoretic Text
n. =note.
NT=New Testament.
Onk. = Onkelos.
OT = Old Testament.
P=Priestly Narrative.
Pal. = Palestine, Palestinian.
Pent. = Pentateuch.
Pers. = Persian.
Phil. = Philistine.
Phoen. = Phoenician.
Pr. Bk. = Prayer Book.
R=Redactor.
Rom. = Roman.
Sam. = Samaritan.
Sem. = Semitic.
Sept. =Sept\iagint.
Sin. = Sinaitic.
Symm. = Symmachus.
Syr. =Syriac.
Talm. = Talmud.
Targ.=Targum.
Theod. =Theodotion.
TR=Textus Receptus.
tr. = translate or translation.
VSS=Versions.
Vulg. = Vulgate.
WH = Westcott and Hort's text.

I I . BOOKS OF THE BIBLE

Old Testament.
Gn=Genesis.
Ex=Exodus.
Lv=Leviticus.
Nu=Numbers.
Dt=Deuteronomy.
Jos=Joshua.
Jg=Judges.
Ru=Ruth.
1 S, 2 S = l and 2 Samuel.
1 K, 2 K = 1 and 2 Kings.
1 Ch, 2 Ch = 1 and 2

Chronicles.
Ezr=Ezra.
Neh = Nehemiah.
Est=Esther.
Job.
Ps=Psalms.
Pr=Proverbs.
Ec=Ecclesiastea.

Ca = Canticles.
Is = Isaiah.
Jer=Jeremiah.
La=Lamentations.
Ezk = Ezekiel.
Dn=Daniel.
Hos=Hosea.
Jl=Joel.
Am=Amos.
Ob = Obadiah.
Jon=Jonah.
Mic=Micah.
Nah = Nahum.
Hab = Habakkuk.
Zeph=Zephaniah.
Hag=Haggai.
Zec=Zechariah.
Mal=Malachi.

I Es, 2 Es •
Esdras.

Apocrypha.
1 and 2 To=Tobit.

Jth=Judith.

Ad. Est = Additions to Sus=Susanna.
Esther.

5Vis=Wisdom.
Bel = Bel

Dragon.
and the

Sir = Sirach or Ecclesi- Pr. Man = Prayer of
asticus. Manasses.

Bar=Baruch. 1 Mac, 2 Mac=l and 2
Three = Song of the Maccabees.

Three Children.

New
Mt=Matthew.
Mk=Mark.
Lk=Luke.
Jn=John.
Ac = Acts.
Ro=Romans.
1 Co, 2 Co = 1 and

Corinthians.
Gal = Galatians.
Eph=Ephesians.
Ph = Philippians.
Col=Colossians.

Testament.
1 Th, 2 Th = 1 and 2

Thessalonians.
1 Ti, 2 Ti = 1 and 2

Timothy.
Tit=Titus.
Philem=Philemon.

2 He=Hebrews.
Ja=James.
I P , 2 P = l a n d 2 Peter.
1 Jn, 2 Jn, 3 J n = l , 2

and 3 John.
Jude.
Re v=Revelation.



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

I IL ENGLISH VERSIONS

Wye.=Wyclif'8 Bible (NT c. 1380, OT e. 1382, |
Purvey's Revision c. 1388).

Tind. = Tindale's NT 1526 and 1534, Pent. 1530.
Cov. =Coverdale's Bible 1535.
Matt, or Rog.= Matthew's (».«. prob. Rogers')

Bible 1537.
'ran. or Great=Cranmer's 'Great' Bible 1539.

Tav.=Taverner's Bible 1539.
Gen.=Geneva NT 1557, Bible 1560.

Bish.= Bishops' Bible 1568.
Tom. =Tomson's NT 1576.
Rhem.=Rhemish NT 1582.
Dou. = Douay OT 1609.
AV=Authorized Version 1611.
AVm=Authorized Version margin.
RV = Revised Version NT 1881, OT 1886.
RVm = Revised Version margin.
EV=Auth. and Kev. Versions.

IV. F O B THE LITERATURE

AHT=Ancient Hebrew Tradition.
AT=A\tes Testament.
jBi=Bampton Lecture.
BM= British Museum.
2?22P=Biblical Researches in Palestine.
(7/(7=Corpus Inscriptionum Graecarum.
CIL=Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum.
CIS=Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum.
COT= Cuneiform Inscriptions and the OT.
Z)J3=Dictionary of the Bible.
GGA = G8ttingische Gelehrte Anzeigen.
0F/=Geschichte des Volkes Israel.
HCM= Higher Criticism and the Monuments.
272?=Historia Ecclesiastics,.
.ff«7P=History of the Jewish People.
HGHL=Historical Geog. of Holy Land.
S7= History of Israel.
EPM= History, Prophecy, and the Monuments.
JDTh=Jahrbucher far deutsche Theologie.
JBAS=Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society.
JQB=Jewish Quarterly Review.
KAT=Die Keilinschriften und das Alte Test.
XOTsIntrod. to the Literature of the Old Test.
ON= Otium Norvicense.
O2\/C=The Old Test, in the Jewish Church.

PEF= Palestine Exploration Fund.
PEFSt = Quarterly Statement of the same.
PSBA= Proceedings of the Society of Biblical

Archaeology.
PjKJE=Real-Encyclopadie fur protest. Theologie

und Kirche.
QPB=Queen's Printers' Bible.
.Si?</':=Revue des Etudes Juives.
iJP=Records of the Past.
BS= Religion of the Semites.
SB0T= Sacred Books of Old Test.
Si t =Studien und Kritiken.
S WP=Memoirs of the Survey of Western

Palestine.
ThL or 2%Z£=Theol. Literaturzeitung.
rA2"=Theol. Tijdsehrift.
TSBA=Transactions of Soc. of Bibl. Archaeology.
WAI= Western Asiatic Inscriptions.
ZAW or ^^TWr=Zeitschrift fur die Alttest.

Wissenschaft.
ZDMG = Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgen-

landischen Gesellschaft.
ZDPV= Zeitschrift des Deutschen Palastina-

Vereins.
ZKW= Zeitschrift fur kirchliche Wissenschaft.

A small superior number designates the particular edition of the work referred to, as KAV, LOT3.

MAPS IN VOLUME I

PALESTINE . . . . . . . . . facing page 1

BABYLONIA, ASSYRIA, ETC. . . . . . . „ „ 176

S I N A I PENINSULA AND CANAAN (ILLUSTRATING THE EXODUS) . „ „ 802
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DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE

A.—This letter is nsed in critical notes on
the text of OT and NT to denote the Codex
Alexandrinus, a MS of the Greek Bible written
apparently in Egypt c. A.D. 450, placed in the
library of the Patriarch of Alexandria, in 1098,
presented by Cyril Lncar, Patriarch of Con-
stantinople (formerly of Alexandria), to Charles I.
in 1028, and now in the British Museum. It con-
tains the whole Bible except On 14'4"17 I,1)!-*1'-19

I6"-", 1 K [1 S] l'^-M", P» 49 (dup-79 (8U)", Mt
l'-256, Jn 68°-8s-, 2 Co 4I3-12'. The Psalter is intro-
duced by a letter of Athanasins to Marcellinus,
the Hypotheses of Eusebius, and various tables;
ami is concluded by a collection of Canticles from
OT and NT, and a Christian Morning Hymn.
Rev is followed by two Epistles of Clement (want-
ing I88"63 213-S0), both apparent ly still in ecclesiastical
use at the time when this Ms. was written. Last
of all, marked as extra-canonical, came eighteen
Psalms of Solomon ; but this part has disappeared.
Its readings in OT can be most readily ascer-
tained from Professor Swete's edition of the LXX.
Its NT text was published by Woide in 1786, by
B. H. Cowper in 1860, and by E. H. Hansell in a
parallel text, 1864. The whole MS was published
in a photographic facsimile by the Curators of the
British Museum in 1879. J. O. F. MURRAY.

X (Aleph), the first letter in the Heb. alphabet.
This symbol in crit. app. denotes the Codex
Sinaiticus, a MS of the Greek Bible discovered in
the monastery of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai by
C. Tischendorf, 1844 and 1859. It was written
towards the middle or end of the 4th cent.
Four scribes at least were employed on it. The
scribe who copied Tobit and Judith wrote also six
cancel leaves in the NT containing Mt 169-1812

24S6-266, Mk 14M-Lk I55, 1 Th 214-52S, He 4I6-81,
besides various headlines, titles, subscriptions,
and section numbers. This scribe Tischendorf
further identified with the scribe who wrote the
NT in Codex B, Vaticanns (which see). The MS
shows marks of revision due to various hands from
the 4th cent, to the 12th cent. One of these, «"*,
7th cent., declares in a note at the end of 2 Es [Ezr-
Neh] and at the end of Est, that he had compared
the MS in these books with a very ancient copy
transcribed by Antoninus the Confessor, and col-
lated with Origen's Hexapla by the holy martyr
Pamphilus when in prison at Csesarea. The cor-
rections introduced by him in these books, though
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of an Origenic character, certainly do not embody
the complete Hexaplaric text.

There seems to be no clear evidence to show
either where the MS was written, or how it passed
into the possession of the monks of St. Catherine.
While in their possession it fell into decay, and
long ago the outside sheets were cut up for book-
binding purposes; and Tischendorf was convinced
that the sheets he rescued in 1844 were only wait-
ing their turn for use in the oven. It is not sur-
prising, therefore, that the MS is now far from
complete. It contains portions of Gn 23. 24 and o.
Nu 5. 6. 7 ; 1 Ch 9a7-19", 2 Es S9"™" [Ezr 99-Neh],
Est, To, Jth, 1 Mac, 4 Mac (3 Mac perhaps lost),
Is, Jer, La 1-2*, J\, Ob, Jon, Nah, Hab, Zeph.
Hag, Zee, Mai, Ps, Pr, Ec, Ca, Wis, Sir, Job
The NT is complete, and is followed by the Epistle
of Barnabas and part of the Shepherd of Hennas.

The text has been published in facsimile type--
(1) in 1846, ' Cod. Frid.-Aug.,' containing the sheets
of OT secured in 1844; (2) in 1862, 'Cod. Sin.,'
containing, besides NT, the rest of OT, with the
exception of a few verses (published in an appendix
in 1867). Tischendorf also published the NT text
in a handy volume in 1863. The OT readings are
most easily accessible in Swete's edition of the
LXX (Cambridge, 1887-93, ed. 2, 1895 8).

J. O. F. MURRAY.
A.—A symbol used in OT criticism by Dillmann

to signify the Priestly elements of the Hex., more
usually known as P. See HEXATEUCH.

F. II. WOODS.
A is frequently; used in AV, and sometimes

retained in RV, in constructions that are now
obsolete. It is found both as an adj. (or indef.
art.) and as a prep. 1. A, as an adj., is a worn-
down form of the Old English adj. an, 'one.'
(1) In modern Eng. a is used before a con-
sonantal sound, an before a vowel sound. In
the Eng. VSS of the Bible this usage is not
invariable. See Ax. (2) A is found qualifying
abstract nouns without affecting their meaning:
Wis 1217 ' thou art of a full power' (RV ' perfect in
power'); I218 ' to be of a good hope' (RV ' of good
hope'); 2 Co 10s 'having in a readiness' (ItV
' being in readiness'); 2 Mac 13la ' commanded
they should be in a readiness.' Cf. Guylforde,
Pylgrymage 7 : ' alwaye in a redynesse to set forth
when they woll.' On the other hand it is sometimes
omitted where it is required for individualising:
Sir 39" ' at time convenient.' (3) In Lk g28 ' about
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an eight days (RV about eight days) after these
sayings' the art. is used as in ' a good many'; so
1 Mac 41S ' there were slain of them upon a three
thousand men' (KV ' about three thousand').

2. In other expressions A is a prep., being
a worn-down form of an or on, and stands for
the modern 'at , ' ' in, ' or 'on.' 2 Ch 218 'three
thousand and six hundred overseers to set the
people a work' (RV 'awork') ; 1 Co 97 'who
goeth a warfare (RV 'serveth') any time at his
own charges?' Jth 7a ' horsemen . . . and other
men that were afoot.' Most frequently with a
verbal noun in 'ing' : 2 Ch 1G6 'wherewith liaasha
was a building' (AV of 1011, later edd. 'was
building,' KV 'had builded') ; 1 Es 620 ' l?ein"
still a building, it is not yet fully ended'; Lk 8™
' She lay a dying.' The full form an or on re-
mained side by side with this worn-down form :
Ac 1338 'David . . . fell on sleep' ; Mt 4? 'He
was afterward an hungered ' (RV ' He afterward
hungered.' 'An hungered' occurs also Mt 12lp •
2535.1.7.42. « > M k 2», Lk 63, and in all these places
RV leaves it unchanged).

LITKRATUX1B.—Besides t he necessary edd. of t he Engr. Bible,
Skeat, Etymol. Diet, of the Kng. Latin.-; Murray and Bradley,
Eng. Diet, on llist. Principles (called ihe Oxford Bug. Diet.);
Whitney, Century Diet.; Wriirht, Bible Word Boolfl; Michie,
Bible Words and Phrases; Mayhew, Select Glossary of Bible
Words; Trench, Select Glossary ; together with the Concord-
ances to Shakespeare, Milton, etc. ; and the Clarendon Press
and Pitt Press edd. of the Eng. works of the period.

J. HASTINGS.
AAEON (•Viqij, LXX 'Aap<bv).—In the narratives

of the Exodus, Aaron is, after Moses, the most
prominent figure. Often appearing as the colleague
or representative of the great leader and lawgiver,
he is in particular the priest, and the head of the
Israelitish priesthood. We must, however, distin-
guish between our different authorities in the
Pent., for in the priestly narrative Aaron not
unnaturally occupies a far more important place
than in the earlier account of JE.

In JE, Aaron is first introduced as Moses'
brother, and with the title of the Levile, in Ex
414J, where J", sending Moses on his mission to
the Israelites, appoints him, on account of his
fluency in speech, to be the spokesman of Moses to
the people (vv. iwl), Aaron meets his brother in
the mount of God ; together they return to Egypt
and assemble the elders of the Israelites, before
whom Aaron, instructed by Moses, delivers God's
message and performs the appointed signs. The
people believe ; but when Moses and Aaron re-
quest Pharaoh to grant the people temporary
leave of absence, the king refuses to listen to them
(Ex 4-61). In the account of the plagues Aaron
occupies quite a subordinate place, being the
silent companion of his brother. It is Moses who
is sent to Pharaoh and announces the coming
plagues (Ex 714lf- 8ltr- 2u'r- 9lff- 13ff- [J mainly]—with
103 contrast 106 ' he turned'). Aaron is merely
called in four times along with Moses to entreat
for their removal (88--"s 9-7 1016). Indeed it seems
probable that the mention of Aaron in these
passages is due, not to the original narrative of J,
but to the editor who combined J and E ; for in
each case Moses alone answers, and in his own
name; in 830 'J33 10la his departure alone is men-
tioned, while in 81- it is Moses alone who prays for
the removal of the frogs. In the history of the
wanderings the passages relating to Aaron are for
the most part derived from E, where indeed Miriam
is described as the sister of Aaron (15-u). With
Hur he assists Moses in holding up the rod of God
to ensure the defeat of Amalek (17W-12 E), and
together with the elders he is called to Jethro's
sacrifice (1812 E). At Sinai,while priests and people
remain below, Aaron accompanies Moses up the
mountain (1924 J), together with Nadab, Abihu,

and seventy elders of Israel (241(- 9~u); and when
Moses with Joshua alone is about to approach

the people's request, makes a golden calf as a
visible symbol of J", for which he afterwards
weakly excuses himself to Moses, throwing the
blame upon the people (32'"5> 21'35). At a later
period Aaron with Miriam opposes Moses, on the
ground that they also are recipients of divine
revelations, Miriam being apparently reganled as
the leader on this occasion, since the punishment
falls upon her (Nu 12 E). Some further par-
ticulars relating to Aaron are to be learnt from
Dt, in passages apparently based on the narra-
tive of JE ; namely the intercession offered by
Moses on his account after the making of the
golden calf (Dt 9*); the choice of Levi as the
priestly tribe, probably in consequence of the zeal
shown by them against the idolaters (1081-) ; the
death of Aaron at Moserah (site unknown), and
the succession of his son Eleazar to the priestly
office (10c>7, the itinerary probably from E, cf. Nu
opal. w. isff.) -j] i e ] a s ^ passage is important as
showing that the tradition of a hereditary priest-
hood in the family of Aaron was found even
outside the priestly history. Comp. Jos 24s3 E,
where mention is made of Phinehas, the son of
Eleazar the son of Aaron.

It is, however, in the priestly tradition, where
the institution of the ordinances of divine worship
is described at length, that Aaron figures most
prominently as the founder of the Israelitish
priesthood, and becomes, indeed, with Moses the
joint leader of the people. P records several
details respecting Aaron's family : he is the son of
Amram and Jochebed (Ex 620), and three years
older than Moses (ib. V, Nu 33s9). His wife was
Elisheba, his sons Nadab, Abihu (cf. Ex 24l-9 E ?),
Eleazar (cf. Jos 24s3 E), and Ithamar. See Ex
C23 etc. A .slightly different representation of
Aaron's first commission is given in Ex Ga-7'3 P,
from that in the parallel narrative Ex 4-61 JE.
Here Aaron is appointed the spokesman of Moses,
not to the people, but to Pharaoh (see 71), and it is
before the king that Aaron works a wonder,
turning his rod into a serpent. From this point
onwards the importance assigned to Aaron in
P becomes very marked. lie regularly co-
operates with Moses at the tiu:o of the
Egyp. plagues, usually bringing these to pass by
means of his rod in accordance with Moses'
instructions (Ex 71M- 85(> 16'-). Many commands of
God are addressed to both leaders alike (Ex 9*-w
121-43, Lv II1 13l 1433 151, Nu 21, cf. !».".«).
they are consulted by the people (Nu 9s 15s3, cf.
132"), and against both of them the murmurings of
the people are directed (Ex 163, Nu 142, cf.28

I63.4i c f is op2). All this, however, does not
prevent distinct and characteristic parts being
assigned to each of them. Thu3 the first place is
given to Moses throughout. He receives the
divine revelation on Mount Sinai respecting the
appointment of Aaron and his sons to the priest-
hood (Ex 281-1 294*1), and upon the completion of
the tabernacle solemnly consecrates them, and
offers the appointed sacrifices (Ex 29, Lv 8. 9).
Aaron, on the other hand, is specially ' the priest'
(Ex 31W 351U 3821, Lv 132, Nu IS28), who stays a plague
by an offering of incense (Nu 1646"48); to his charge
the tabernacle is committed (»&. 4s-19- *"•3S), and
to him the Levites are given in exchange for the
firstborn (ib. 339ff-). Aaron is distinguished from
liia sons, the inferior priests, by the anointing
which he receives (Ex 297, Lv 812, cf. Ex 29™,
Lv 43-5-16 6JU-23 1632 2110-12, Nu 35a): —passages
which speak of his sons as being also anointed
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probably belong to the later additions to the
Priestly Code (Ex 2841 3030 4013, Lv 736, Nu 33).
Between the family of Aaron and the rest of the
Levites a sharp distinction is drawn (see esp.
Nu 3. 4). In this connection it is to be noticed
that in the main portion of Nu 16 Korah's com-
panions in his rebellion are called 'princes of the
congregation' (16-'), i.e. not all Levites (cf. Nu
27"); their complaints are directed against the
exclusive claims of the tribe of Levi, and all mur-
murings are finally silenced by the miraculous
budding of the rod of Aaron, the representative of
the house of Levi (Nu 171"11). But certain addi-
tions seem to have been made to the chapter to
emphasize a ditl'erent point, and in these passages
Korah's companions are regarded as wholly Levites,
who protest against the superior claims of the house
of Aaron (Nu le9-"-1"-"'-38"'1'). See further, PRIESTS ;
also AARONITES, AARON'S ROD, KORAH.

For failing to show due honour to J" at
Meribah Kadesh, in the fortieth year of the
wanderings, Aaron was forbidden to enter the
promised land (Nu 208'13). Shortly afterwards,
accompanied by Moses and his own son Eleazar,
Aaron ascended Mount Hor, on the border of the
land of Edoui, and after being solemnly stripped of
his priestly garments, which were put on Eleazar,
died there at the age of 123 (Nu 2023"29 33*"- P).
The site of Mount Hor is uncertain, the traditional
identification with Jebel Nebi Harun, S.W. of
Petra, being very doubtful (see Dillm. on Nu 2032);
the itinerary of P (Nu 3330"88) names six stages be-
tween Moseroth {Dt 10" Moserah) and Mt. Hor.

In the older literature outside the Pent., the
mission of Moses anil Aaron in Egypt is alluded to
in Jos 24° E, and 1 S 12"-8 (a passage which has
affinities with E). Micah (64) names as the leaders
of the people at the time of the Exodus, Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam, but Aaron is not mentioned
elsewhere in the prophets. H. A. WHITE.

AARONITES (fViqs '33 'sons of Aaron').—This
phrase might, according to Sem. idiom, denote
either the members of a class or guild (comp. sons
of Korah, sons of Asaph, sons of the prophets), or
members of a family connected by blood kinship.
As used in OT it was understood in the latter
sense, all the priests, at anyrate from the time of
the second temple, tracing their descent from
Aaron, as the head and founder of the Israelitish
priesthood. The term does not occur earlier than
the priestly portions of the Pent., where in certain
groups of (aws the epithet Aaronites is often given
to the priests (see esp. Lv 1-3, and comp. 69

' Aaron and his sons'), and a sharp distinction is
drawn between the Aaronite priests and the
Levites who wait upon them (see esp. Nu 310

j6« 181'7). It is doubtful whether any mention
of the Aaronites or seed of Aaron was to be
found in the original H (Law of Holiness),
the present text of Lv 17* 211-17-21-24 222-4-18

being probably due to the R. The Chronicler
divides the priests into the houses of Eleazar and
Ithamar, assigning sixteen courses to the former
and eight to the latter ; and, probably without
good authority, he connects the former with the
Zadokite priests of Jerus., and the latter with
the family of Eli (1 Ch 24), though the name of
one of Eli's sons (cf. also 1 S 227'1) would suggest a
connexion between this family and Phinehas the
son of Eleazar (Jos 24s3). Throughout his work
the priests are frequently termed the Aaronites
(sons of Aaron)—viz. 1 Ch 6U-« 15* 23s8-33 241-31,
2 Ch 13»-10 2618 2921 311!) 35", Neh 1038 124'. In
1 Ch 1227 2717 the house or family of Aaron is
placed on a level with the other tribes; and
similarly in some late Psalms, by the side of the
House of Israel and the House of Levi, the priestly

class is described as the House of Aaron (Ps 1151U-1S

118* I35l»). H. A. WHITE.

AARON'S ROD.—Aaron's rod is the centre of
interest in an important incident of the desert
wanderings—time and place are both uncertain—
as recorded by the priestly narrator (P), Nu 171"11

(Heb. text 171"'28). The passage should be stu.lied
in connexion with the more complex narrative in
ch. 16, to the events of which the incident in

?uestion forms the sequel (see Driver, LOT 59 f.).
n obedience to a divine command, 12 rods, repre-

senting the 12 princes of the tribes, eacli with the
name of a prince engraved upon it, together with a
13th rod (cf. Vulg. fueruntque virg;e duodecim
absque virga Aaron) to represent the tribe of Levi,
but bearing the name of Aaron, were deposited by
Moses before ' the testimony,' i.e. before the ark.
The following morning it was found that ' the rod
of Aaron for the house of Levi was budded, and
put forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and bare
ripe almonds' (178 RV), by which it was miracu-
lously proved that J" had Himself selected the
tribe of Levi to be the exclusive possessors of the
priestly prerogatives. The standpoint of the
narrator is thus different from that of a later
stratum in the foregoing section, which represents
a party of Levites in revolt against the exclusive
priesthood of the sons of Aaron. ' Aaron's rod that
budded' was ordered to be put back to its former
place 'before the [ark of the] testimony' (17W) as a
token to future generations of the divine choice.
A later Jewish tradition, at variance with this
command, and with the express statement of 1 K 89,
is found in He S4, and in later Jewish writers, that
the rod, like the pot of manna, had a place with
the tables of stone within the ark.

A. K. S. KENNEDY.
AB.—See NAMES (PROPER), and TIME.

ABACUC.—The form in which the name of the
prophet Habakkuk appears in 2 Es I40.

ABADDON.—This word is found in the OT
only in the Wisdom Literature. When it first
appears, the old view of Sheol as a place where
the family, national, and social distinctions of the
world above are reproduced, had been partially
displaced ; and in some measure the higher concep-
tion had gained acceptance, which held that in Sheol
at all events moral distinctions were paramount,
and that men were treated there according to their
deserts. In Job 31la Abaddon (pss) bears the
general meaning of ' ruin,' ' destruction.' (But see
Dillm. and Dav. inloc.) In the other instances of its
occurrence, however, it is specialised, and designates
the place of the lost in Sheol. Thus in Job 26s, Pr
15" 27*' (TDK, in Kere ["JN) it occurs in conjunction
with 'Sheol' ( t o ) , and in Ps 88" with 'grave'
(•cp). Again, in Job 28s3 a further development is
to be observed. In this passage it is linked with
death (nia), and personified in the same way as we
find N;D^ in Dn 423 and Hades in Rev 68, and
D'OJ? and Dipo in the Talmud. The word is found
once more in the Bible in Rev 9J1. In this passage
it is used as the proper name of a prince of the
infernal regions, and explained by the word 'Aa-oX-
\6uv='Destroyer.' In the LXX p-an is always
rendered by aw&Xeia, except in Job 3112 where LXX
implies a different text. The first two meanings
above given are found in the Aram, and later Heb.
Finally, in the latter in the 'Emek Hammelech, f. 15.
3, Abaddon becomes the lowest place of Gehenna.

R. H. CHARLKS.
ABADIAS ('A/J08/01), 1 Es 8s5.—Son of Jezelus. of

the sons of Joab, returned with Ezra from captivity.
Called Obadiah, son of Jehiel, Ezr 8<J.

H. ST. J. THACKERAY.


