Part Second.

Directions for managing this War successfully,
with som#/otivesprinkld among ¢ém.

DIRECTIONFIRST.

The Christian must be armed, and sba Rbs.

Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil(Eph. 6:11).

This versds a key to the former, wherein the apostle had exhortezlievers toencourage and bea
up their fainting spirits on the Lord, and the poweof his might. Now in these words he explains
himself, and shows how he would have them do this, not presumptuously [to] aomto the field
without that armourwhich God hakh appointd to be won by all his soldies, and yetwith a bravado,
to trust to the power of God tosave them. Tlat soul is sureto fall shot of home (heven | mean)who
hath nothing but a carnal confidence on the name of God, blown up by its ignorance of God and
himself. No, he that would have hisconfidence duly placed on the power of God, must conscientiously
usethe means apointedfor his defenceand not ush naked into the battle, like that fanéic spirit at
Munster, who would neds go forth, and lkbase away the whole iy then besieging thatity, with no
other cannonthana fev wods chargal with the nameof the Lord of hosts, which he blasphemously
madebold to use sayingJn the name of the Lord of hosts depart. But himse#oon perisheth, to learn
otherswisdom by what & paid br his foly. What foolish bravinganguage sHhye heardrop from the
lips of the most profane and ignorat among us! They trust in God, hope in his mercy, defy the daVv
andall his works, and suchike stuff, who are yet poor naked creatures without the least piece of God's
armour upon ther souls. To casher such presunption from the saints camp, he annexeth this
directoryto his exhortation,'Put on the whole amour of God,that ye may bable to stad againsthe
wiles of the devil.” So that the words fall into tlese two general partsFIRST, A direction annexed to
the former exhortation, showig how we may ira regular way come to bstrong in the Lord,thatis, by
putting on the whole‘armour of God.” SECOND, A reason or argument strengthening this direction,
‘that ye may be ake to stand against the e of the devil.’
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DIRECTION |I.—F IRST GENERAL PART.

[The Christian must be armed for the War, ‘Put on the whole armour of God.’]

In this partwe have a digction aanexedto the former exhortation, showing howe may in a rgular way
come to be strog in the Lod, that is, by puttng on the whot ‘armour of God.” In this obsewne, FIRST, The
furniture he directs, and that isarmour.” SECOND, The kind or quality of this armour—armour of God.’
THIRD , The quantity a entireness of the amour—the ‘whole’ armour of God. FOURTH, The use of ths
armour—‘put on’ the whole armour of God.

BRANCH FIRST. [The Christless and gaceless soul is
without armour, and theren his misery.]
[The furniture or ARMOUR needful
—what it is.] OBSERVE. That a personm a Christess grae-
less state is naked and unared, and so unfitto fight
To begin with the first, the furniture which every Christ's battles agaist sin and San. Or thus, A soul
one must get that would fight Chst's battés, [and out of Christ is naked and destitute of all armour to
that is ‘armour.’] The queston here will be, What is defendhim against sin ad Satan. God at first sent
this armour? man forth in complete amour, ‘being createdn true
FIRST. By armour is meantChrist. Weread of righteousiessand holiness,’ but by a wile thedevil
putting on the ‘Lord Jesus,Rom. 13:14 where Clristis strippedhim, andtherefore as soon athe first sin was
setforth under the notion of armour. The apostle completed,it is written, ‘they were naked,” Gen. 37,
doth not exhort them forrioting and drunkenness to thatis, [they were] poor weak creatureaf the will of
put on briety ard temperance, for chamberingrad Satan, a subdued peple disarmed by their proud
wantonness[to] put on chastity, as the philogpher conqueror, and unable to mé&ke head aanst him.
would have dne, but bids, ‘put yeon the Lord &sus Indeedit cost Satan some dispute to make the first
Christ;” implying thus much [that] till Christ be put breachbput afterthat he hath oncethe gates opened to
on, the creature isunarmed. It is not a man's morality let him in as ©@nqueror irto the heartof man, he plays
and philosophical virtues thatwill repela temptation, rex[or king]. Behold, a troop of other sins crow in
sentwith a full charge from Saan's canna, though after him, without any stroke or strife instead of
possibly it may the pistol-shot o6ome lessolictation; confessingheir sins, they run their headin a bush,
so that he is the man in armour, that is in Christ. and bytheir good-will would not come where God is,
Again, and when they camot fly from him, how do they
SECOND. The graces bChrist, these ae ar- prevaricatebefore him? They pelaone of another,
mour, as ‘the gidle of truth, the breat-plate of rgh- shiftingthe sin raher than suing for mercySo quickly
teousness,’and the rest Hence we are il also [to] were their heats hardenedhrough the deceitfulness
‘put on the newman,’ Eph. 4:24 which is made up ofill of sin. And this is the woeful condition okvely son
the several graas, as its pds andmembers. And he and daughter o Adam;nakedhe finds us and saves
isthe unarmedsoul, that is the unregenerate soul, nothe makes us, tll God by his effectual call deliversus
excluding those duties and means which Gotdath from the power ofSatan into the kingdomof his dear
appointed the Christian to us for his c&efence. The Son, which will further appear, if we consider this
phrasethus opened, the pmt is, to show that 6 be Christless stee in a fourfod notion.
without Christ is to be without armour. First. It is a staé of alenation from God: ‘Ye
were without Christ, being alens from the common-
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of
promise,” &c.Eph.2:12. Such an one hath no more to
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do with any covenanpromise, thanhe tha lives at weredarkness, notin the darkso one that hath areye
Romehath to dowith the charter of London, whichis may be. A child of light is often in the dark conern-
the birthright of its own denizens, not [of] strangers.ing sometruth or promise, butthen hath a spiritual
He is without God in the world; he canclaim no more eye, which the Christless person wants, ando is
protection from God, than an out-lawed subject fromdarkness. And this darkness cannot be eightened,
his prince. If any mishiefbefalls him, the mends isin but by itsunion with Christ, which is expessed inthe

his own hands; whereas God hath his hedgéspecial
protection about his saintsand thedevil, though his
spite be most a them, dares not come upon God's
groundto touch anyof them, withaut particular leave.
Now whata deploed conditon is that wherein asoul
is left to the wide wordl, in the midst of legions of
lusts and devils, to be rent and torn like a $§f hare
amonga pack of houndsand no God to call them off!
Let God leave a peple, though neer so warke,
presently they lose theirwits, cannoffind their hands.
A company of children owounded menmay rise up,

following phrase ‘But now are yelight in the Lord.’
As the eye of the bdy one put out, @n never be
restored by the creaturés art, so neiher can the
spiritua eye—Ilostby Adam’'s si—be restored bythe
teachingof men or angels. It is one ofthe diseases
Christ came to cue, Luke 4:18. It is true, there is a
light of reason, which isimparted to every man by
nature, but this light is darkness compared witthe
saints', as the nigpt is dark b the day,even when the
moon is in its full glory. This night-light of reason
may save a persorfrom some ditch or pond—geat

andchase them out of their fenced cities, becauGed and broad sins—bu it will never help him to escape
is not with them; which madeCaleb and Joshua pacifythe more secret corruptionswhich the saint sees like
the mutinous Israeltes at the tidingsof giants and atomsin the beams of sgritu al knowledge. There is
walled cities with this, ‘They are bread for us, tkir suchcurious work thecreature isto do, which cannot
defenceis departed fom them.” How much more bewrought by cande-light of natural knowledge. Nay
must that soul be as brad to Satan, that hath no more,where the common lumination of the Spirit is
defencefrom the Almighty? Take men of the greatest superaddedo this light of nature, yet there is dark-
parts, natural oracquired accomplishments, who only nesscompared wilh the sancifying knowledye of a
want an union with Christ, and renewing grace fromrenewed soul, which doth both discover spiritual
Christ. O what fools doththe devl makeof them, truths, andwarmthe heart atthe same time with he
leadingthem at his peasure, ome b ore lust,some loveof truth, having ike the sun a prolific and quick-
to another! The proudesbfthemall is shve to one or ening vitue, which the other wantsso that the heart
other, though it be to the ruining ofbody and soul for liesundersuch common illuminationscold and ded.
ever. Wherelies themystery, that men of such parts He hath no more strengh to resig Satan,than if he
and wisdom should debase themseéesto such drudg- knew not the conmand; whereas the Christian's
ery work of hell? Even here. They are in a state ofknowledgegvenwhen takerprisoner by a temptatio,
alienationfrom God, andno more ableof themselve pursuesand brings back the soul, as Abram his
to breakthe devil's prison, than a slave to run frorhis nephew,out of the enemes' hards. This hnts the
chain. third notion,

Second. The Christless state is a state of ignor- Third. The Christless statés a stae of impo-
ance,and such must reds be nakedand unarmed. tency:‘Forwhen we were yet withowtrength,in due
He that cannot see his enemyow can he wardff the time Christ died for the ungodly,’ Rom. 5:6. What can
blow he sends? One seeing prophet leads a wiple adisarmed peple that have not sword or gun do to
armyof blind men whitherhe pleaseh. The imperfect shakeoff the yoke of a onquering emmy? Such a
knowledge saints have here,is Satan's advantagepowerhath Satanover the soul [aghat], Luke 11:21, he
againstthem. He often takes them on the blindide. is called the stong man that kegs the soul as his
How easilythen may he with gparcel of god words palae. If he hath no disturbaace from heavenhe
carry the blind soul outof his way, who knows not a need fear no mutiny within; he keeps alln peace
step of the right! Nowthat the Christless state is a there. What the Spirit of God doth in a saint, that in
state of ignorance, see Eph. 5:8: ‘Foye were some- a manner doth Satanin a sinner. The Spirit fills his
timesdarknessbut now are yeight in the Lord.” Ye heartwith love, joy, holy desires, fears; so Saan fills
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the sinner's keart with pride, lust, lying. Why hath
Satanfilled thy hert?’ saih Peter. And hus filled
with Satan (as the drunkard wh wine), he isnot his
own man, but Stan’s dave.

Fourth. The state of unregeneracy is a $&a
friendship with sin and Satan. If itbe enmity against
God, as it is,then friendship with Satan. Nowit will
be hard to make that soul fight in earnest againstib
friend. Is Satan diided? Will the devil within fight
againstthe devilwithout?—Satan in the hegt shut
out Satin & the door? Someéimes indeed there ap-
pearsa scuffle between Sataand a carnal heart, but
it is a mere cheat, like the fighting dfvo fencerson a
stage. You would think & first they were in earnest,
but observing how \ary they are, [and] whee they hit
oneanother,you may soorknow theydo not mean to
kill; and that which puts all out ofdoubt, when the
prize is done you shall see them making merry to-
getherwith what they havegot of their spectators,
which was all they foght for. When a carnal heart
makesthe greatest bustle againstn by complaining of
it, or praying againsit, follow him but of the stage of
duty, where he hath gaied the reptation of a
saint—theprize he fights for—and/ou shallsee them
sit as friendly together in a corner as ever.

[Use and Application.]
UseFirst. Thi s takes away the wonder of Satan's

great conuests in he world. When you lookabroad
and see hisvast empie, and what a little spot of

to the eremy, and so ddler traitoroudy their con-
scienceprisonerto their lusts. But when Christ omes
to demand the soul, he meets a sodul answer.
‘Depart from us, we deise not the knowledge bthe
Most High. We will not have thg man to reig over
us.” With one consent they vote against him, and rise
up asthe Philistines gainst @amson, whom thegalked
the destroyer & the country. ‘Ye will not come unto
me,’ saith Christ. O how true are poosinnersto the
devil's trust! Theywill not deliverthe castlethey hold
for Satantill fired over their heads. Pharaobpposeth
Moseson one hand, and Israel cry out upon him on
the other. Such measure hath Christ botht Saan's
hand and the sinner's. That which lessed Alexan-
der's comueds wa, fthat] he owrame a peofde
buried in barbarism, without arms and discipline of
war; and that which heightened Caesar's, though not
so many, he overame a peo@ more wvarlike and
furnished. Satan's \itories are of por ignorant
gracelessoulswho have neitker arms, norhands, nor
heartsto oppose But when heassaultsa saint then
he sits down before a city witlgates and bargndever
risethwith shameunable to take the weakesdtold, to
pluck the weakest saintout of Christs hands;but
Christ brings souls out othis dominion with a high
hand, in spite of all the force and fury of hi, which
like Pharaoh and his hast pursue them.

Use Second. This gives a rasm why the devil
hath sogreat a spite ajnst the gospelWhy?Because
this opens amagazine of arms ad furniture for the
soul. The word is that tower of Davdl, ‘Buildedfor an

ground contains Christ's subjects, what heaps ofarmoury,whereon there hang thousand bucklers, all

precioussous lie prostrae under thisfoot of pride,
and what a little regiment of saire mach under

shieldsof mighty men,’ Song 4:4 Hencethe saints have
everhad their armour,and the preahing ofthe gospel

Christ's banner, perhaps the sangeness of the thingunlocksit. As gosgl-light ascends,sSatan's lsady

maymake yau ask, I shellstronger han heaven? —the
arms of Satan more victaous than the cross of
Christ? No such matters. Corider but this one
thing, and you will wonder that Christ hath any to
follow him, rather than that he hath sodw. Satan
findsthe world unarmed; when the prince ahe world
comes hefindsnothing to oppose; thewhole soul is in
a dispostion to yield atfirst summons. And if on-
sciencegovernor or God in the ceature, $ands out
awhile,all the other pwers, as wilandaffections, are
in a discatent, like mutinous soldiersn a garrisa,
who never rest till they have brough over conscience
to yield, or aainst its ommandset open the citygate

kingdom of darkness varsheth, Rev. 14:6, there one
angelcomedorth to preach the everlagtig gospeland
anotherangel follows at Is back,ver. 8, crying Victay,
‘Babylonis fallen, isfallen.” The very firstchargethe
gospelgave to the kingdom of darkness, shodke
foundationsthereof, ad put thelegions of hdl to the
run. The seventy whomChrist sent aut, bring this
speedyaccountof their anbassage,Lord, even he
devils are subjet unto us through thy name; and
Christ answers, ‘I beheld Satan as lightning Hadrom
heaven.’” As if he hadsaid, It is no news you tell me,
| beheld Sdan falling when | sent you: | knew the
gospewould makework whereit came: and therefore
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no wonder Satan labars to dispossess the gosgel, which  makingthemselves and the nationaked,by despising
dispossessetthim; he knows that army is nar lost, the gospel, and those that bring it.

whosemagaazie isblownup. Itis true indeed under UseThird. Consider yair deplored estate[you]
the very gopel the devil rageth more in such swinish who are wholly nakd andunarmed. Can youpity the
sinners, as are given over of God to be possessed begar at your door (when you seewch in a wirter
that fiend, for rejecting of hisgraceput he is cat out day,shiveringwith nakedbacks, exposed to the fury of
of others, who'before the loving-kindness of God to the cold), andnot pity your own far more dismal soul-
man appeared in the ggsel,” were commanded by nakednesspywhichthou liest open to heaven's wrath

him, ‘serving dvers luss and peasures;but now by
the light of the gospethey seetheir folly, and by the
graceit bringsare enabled to renonce him. This, this
is that which brments the foul spirit, to see himself
forsaken of hisold friends and servantsand this rew
Lord to come and take his subjestfrom him: and
thereforehe labourseither by persecutiorto drive the
gospelkway, or by policyto persua@ apeople to send
it away from ther coasts.And was heevermore likely

and hel's mdice? Shdltheir nakedness @ver them
with shame, fill them with fear of perishing, which
makes them with pitiful moans kno& and cry for
relief, asit is reported of Russia, where their poor,
through extreme necessj, havethis desperate man-
ner of beggng in their streets:'Give me and at me,
giveme and kill me.” And cansthou let Saancome
and cut thy throat in thy bed of sloth, rather than
acceptof dothes to cover, yeaarmour to defend

to effect itamong us? What a lov esteem hath he thee?—I mean Christ and his gace which in the
broughtthe preaching of the gepelunto? the priceis gospels tendered to you. Dot lightly believeyour
fallen half and half to what it was some years pasQwn flattering hears, if they shalltell you, You are
evenamong those that havieeencounted the greatest providedof these already | am afraid manya gaidy

merchantsupon the saints’ exchnge. Some thahave
thought it worth crossing the seas, even tdhd
Indies—almostas ar & ohers fdach their gold—to
enjoy the gepel, ae loathe now to cras thestreet to
hearit, a sochep arate; and some thatcome who

professorwill be found as naked in regard of Christ,
and truth of grace asdrunkards and sweaersthem-
selves. Such there are, who content themselves with
a Christ in professon, in gifts, and induties, bu seek
not a Christ in solid grace, and so perish.Those

formerly trembledat it, make it most of theirerrand indeedare anornament to the Christian, as the scarf
to mock at,or quarrel wit it. Nay, it iscome to such a and feather to he solder, but these gench not the
pass.that the Word is so heavy a charge thi¢ squea- bulletin battle; it is Christ and his grace [that] doth
mish stomachs ofmany professrs, thd it comes up that. Therefore hbourto be soundrather than brave
again presently, and abundance of choler with it,Christians. Grace embeished with dfts, is more
againstthe preacher, especily if it fall foul of the sins beautiful, but these withait grace & only te richer
and errors of the times, the very naming ofthich is spoil for Satan.

enoughto offend,thoughthe nationbe sinking under

their weight. What reproaches aréhe faithful minis-

tersof the gospel laden withal! ¢all heaven and earth

to witness,whether ever thepuffered ahotter pere-
cution of the tongue than in this apostatizingage. A
new generation of préessors are stéed up, that will

not know them to be the nministers of Christ, though

thosebefore them(aswell in grace as time, [and] more

able to derive their spritual pedigree than them-
selves), have to their deathowned them for their

spiritual fathers. Andmust not the arkneeds shake,

whenthey that carry it arehus struckat, both in their

BRANCH SECOND.

[The kind or quality of armour nedful
—ARMOUR OF GOD.]

The subject of this brach is the qualiy or kind
of that armour, the Christian is here directed to pro-
vide. It is not any tra® will serve the turn;better
nonethan not armour of prod, andnone [is] such‘but

personand office? What are these men doing? Alasthe armour of God.” In atwofoldrespecti must beof

they know not. ‘Faher, forgive them.” They are
cutting off their right hand with their left; they are

God. FIRST, In institution and appointment. Sec-
OND, In constitution.
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[The armour we use against Satan And what is the gospel of all this—fasurely God hath
must beDIVINE IN TH E INSTITUTION , an eye in that our marching tdheaven,and our fight-
and only as Ga appoints.] ingwith these cursed spiritendlusts hat standin our
way—butthat we should fight lawfully, using those
OBSERVEFIRST. The Christian's armour which meanswhich we have from his mouth in his Word?
he wearsmust be of divhe institution and appoint- This reproveth two sorts:

ment. The solder comes intathe field with noarms Reproveth First, Those that ficht Satan in ar-
but what hisgeneral commands. It is not left tevery mour that hath no divine irstitution.
one's fancy to bring wha weapons he please; this will 1. The Papist. Look into his armour, and hardly

breedconfuson. TheChristian soldieris bound up to apiecewill be found armour of God. They fight in the
God's order; though the army be orearth, yetthe pope's armour. His authority is the shop wherein
council of war sis in heavenithis duty ye shall do; their weapons are forged. It were a kind of penance to
thesemeans ye shall use. And [thoseho] do more, your patience, to repeat all the several pieces of
or use other, than God commands, though witome armour with which they load 8ly souls —too heavy
seemingsuccess agast sin, shall surely be cakd to indeed for the broadest shoulders amonthem to
acount for this boldness. The discipline of \ar bear—yea, more than thewiser sort of themmeanto
among men is stct in this cag. Some have stéred use. Their masses, matins, vigls, pilgrimages, Lent-
death by a council of waeven when theyave beaten fasts, whippings, vow of dastity, poverty, with a
the enemny, because out of thir place, or beside their world of such trash!—where is a word of @l for
order. God is very precise in this point; he will sato these? Who hath required these things at tkeir
suchas inventways toworship him of their own, coin hands? A thousand woes will one day fall upon those
meansto mortify corruption, obtain comfort in their impostors,who have stpped thepeople of their true
own mint: ‘Who hath required this at yair hands?’ armourof God, and put these reeds angulrushes in
This is truly to be ‘richteousover-much,” as Solomon their hands. This may justify us in the sight of God
speakswhen hewill pretend tocorrect Gal’s law,and and men for our departure from tlem who will force
addsupplementf our own to his rule. Who will pay us to venture tre life of our soubk in sut paper
that man his wagesHat is not set on work by God? armour, when God hath provided bette

God tells Israel the fase prophets shaldo them no 2. The Carnal Protestant,who fights in fleshly
good,because they come naif his errand, Jer. 2332; so armour, li Cor. 10:3. The apostle speaks there ovar-
neitherwill those waysind means helpwhich are not ring after the flesh, that is, with weapons or means
of God's appointing. God's thoughts are not as man'swhich man's carnal wisdorprompts to, and notGod's
nor his ways asurs, which he seth to attain hisends commands,and [which] so are weak. How few are
by. If man had been to st forth the Israeltish army, clad wth other in the day of bttle!

now to march outof Egypt, surely this wisdomvould (1.) When Satan tempts to sin, ihe hath nd
havedirectedrather to haveplundered the Egyptias presently a peaceakl entrance, yet the reistance
of their horses andarms, as more mcessary for such commonly madeis carnal; the strength carnahey rest
an expedition, than to borrow their jewels and ear- on, their own, not God's the motive$ canal, as the
rings. But God will havethem come out naked and on fearof man morethan of God; [as to whiti] one sath,
foot, and Moses keepslose b his orde; yea,when ‘How shal | do this and sin against God?’ Mny in
any horses weretaken in battle, becauseGod can- their hears say How shall | do this and ager man,
mandedthat they should be houghed, they obeyed,displeaseny master, provoke my parentsndlose the
though to their seeming disadvantage. It was God's goodopinion of myminister? Herod feared Johrand
war they waged, rad therefore but reasonhle they did many things. Had hefeared Godhe would have
should be underhis command. They encamped andlaboredto have done everythinglhe like may be said
marched by his orde, as the ak moved or resed. of all other motives,which have thei springin the
They fight by his command. The number isappointed creature,not in God; they are armour which will not
by him—the meansand weaponsheyshould use—all out-standshot. If thy strength lie in a creatre-lock, it
are prescribed by God, as in the assault ofricho. may be soon cut off; if in God it will hold, as his
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command:lt is written. | cannot do it,but | must set

ReprovethSecond.Those who usdhe armor of

my foot on the law of my Maker, or on the love of God, butnot as God hathappointed; which appars in

Christ. | camot comeat mylust, but I must go over

my bleeding Saviorandtherefore away, foul tempter,
| hate thee and thy motion. This foundations rock,

and will stand; but if it be some carnal respectdh

balanceththee, another more weighty mmy be found of
the samekind, which will castthe scales artber way.

Shethat likes not the man because of his dressly,

may soon be gained when he comén another habit.
Satancan chage his sut, and thenthy mouth will be

stopped when thy carnal argument is taken off.

three sorts.

1. When a person usdt a duty appinted by
God, not as armor of defencehut as a cover fosin.
Who wouldthink him an enemy thd wears Christ's
colorsin his hat, and marcheth a#ir Christ in his
exerciseof allthe duties ¢ his worship? Such a one
may pass dlthe courts of guard, without sanuch as
beingbid [to] stand. All take him for a friend. And
yet some such there are, who are fighting against
Christ all the while. The hypocite is the man he

(2.) When the Word or conscience rebukes forlearnshis podures,ges the Ward, hath his tongue

sin, whatis the amour that men commonly ceer
their guilty soulswithal? Truly no other than carral.
If they cannd evade the barge that hese bringthen
theylabor to mitigateit, by extenuating tte fact. Itis
true, they will say, | did (I corfess) @mmit such a

tipped with Scripture laaguage, anavalks n the habit
of a Christian, merely on a desigto drive his trale
the more closely like some highwayman in our days,
who rob in the rabit of ©ldiers, that heymay be the
less suspectedThis is desperate wkedness indeed,

fault, but | was drawn in. ‘The woman gave me,cnto take up Gods arms and us them in the devil's

| did eat, was Adam's fig-e& armour. It is but once
or twice, and | hope that beaks no such square Was
this sucha great business?know jolly Christians will
do as much & this conmes to. Ithank God,|l canna be
chargedwith whore orthief. This is the amour that
must keg offthe blow. But if congience wil not be
thustaken off then theylabor to divert theirthoughts,
by striking up the loud music of canal delights, that
the noise of me may drown the ther; or with Cain,
they willgo from thepresenceof the Lord, andcome
no more at those ordinances which make thelread

serviceof all sinners such shalfind leastmercy, false
friends shall speed worse than open enemies.

2. They use not thearmour ofGod, as God hath
appointed,whoputa @ama confidene theran. We
must not confide in the armour ¢ God, but in the
God of this armour, becausall our weapons arenly
‘mighty through God,’ Il Cor. 10:4. The ark wasthe
means of the Jews safety, butbping] carndly ap-
plaudedand gloriedin, hastened their @erthrow: so
duties andordinances gifts andgracesr their place,
are meansfor the soul's defence. Satan tnebles as

ache,and hinder the rest of their raving consciencesmuch as the Phiistinesat the ark,to seea soul dili-

If yet the ghost haunts them, then thelabor to pacify
it with some good work b other, whit they set
againsttheir bad; their alms and charity in their old
age must expiate the oppession and violencef their
former days;as if this little frankincensewere enough
to air and take awg the plagie of God'scurse,which
is in their ill-gotten goods. Thus poor creatues catch
at anysorry covering, whichwill not so much as hide
their shame, much less toke the bullet of God's
wrath,when Godshallfire upon them. There must be
armour of God's appointing.Adam was naked foall
his fig-leaves, whé God taught hin to make<oatsof
skins,” Gen. 3:21, covertly &s some think) shadweing

gentin the use of duty ad exercig of grae; but when
the creatureconfides in them, this § dangerous. As
some,when they have prayedhink they please God
for all day, thoughthey take little heed totheir steps.
Other have so good an opinion of tir faith, sincerity,
knowledgethat you may as soon make them believe
they are dogs, as thahey may ewer be taken in such
error or sinfulpractie. Others, wherassis¢din duty,
areprone to stroke their own head witta bene fecisti
Bernarde, and so pomise themselgs to speedpe-
cau® they have donetheir errand so vell. What
speaksuchpassages in the heartd men, but a carnal
confidencein their armour to their ruin? Many souls,

out Christ the true Lamb of God, whose righteousnesswe may safely say, do not only perish prayg, repent-

alonewas appointed by him to acer our shame, and
arm our naked souldrom the sight andstroke of his
justice.

ing, and believingafter a ort, but they perish bytheir
prayingand repentng, &c.,while theycarnally trustin
these. As it falls out sometimes, that the soldier in
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battle loseth his life by meas of his ovn armour,

[because]t is so heavy he cannot flee with ignd so
closebuckled b him that he cannb get it of, to flee
for his life without it. If we be saed,we mus$ come

nakedto Christ for all our duties; we will not flee to
Christ while confiding n them. Some are sookcked
into them, that they @annot come wthout them, and

so in a day of temptatiorare trampéd underthe feet
of God's wrath and Satan's ury. The poor publican

throwsdown his ams, that is, al confidencein him-

self, cries for quarter at he hands ofmercy, ‘God be
merciful to me a sinner.” He comes of with his

life—he went away jusified; but the Pharige, lada

with his righteousnessand coneitedof it, stardsto it,

and is lost.

3. They do not ue thearmour of God as such
who in the performing of divine duties, eye not God
through them, and this makes them all weak ah
ineffectual. Then the Word is mighty, when read as
the Word of God; then the gospepreachedpowerful
to convince the congence, and rewie the drooping
spirit, when heardas the appointmet of the great
God, and not the exa&cise of a mearcreature Now it
will appear in three thngs, whether ve eye divire
appointment in the means.

(1.) When we engage in duty, andlook nat up
to God for his blessing. Didsthou eyeGod's appoint-

duty; whatsoever he saitluinto me | will do it, though
he should send me, as Chsit to them, to draw wine
out of pots filled with water.

(3.) When a soul ¢aves offa duty, beause he
hath not in it what he expected fronit. Oh, sdth the
soul, | see it is vain to folbw the means a | hawe
done; still Satan fois me, | will even tye over. Dost
thou remember, saul, it is God's appontment? Surely
then thou wouldst persevere in the midst of discour-
agements.He that bids theepray withait ceasimg; he
that bids thee Rar, bds thee wait at the posts of
wisdom. Thou wouldst reason thus, Gothath setme
on duty, and here | will stand, till God takes me off
and bids me leave praying.

[The armour we use against Satan
must be divineBY CONSTITUTI ON.]

OBSERVE SECOND. The Christian’s amour
mustbe of God in regard ofts make and constittion.
My meaning is, it is not only that God must@point
the weamns and arms the Christian useh for his
defencebut he must als be the effieent of them,he
must work in them and for them. Prayer is an ap-
pointment of God, yet this is notarmour of proof,
exceptit be a prayer of God flowing from his Spirit,
Jude20. Hope, that is the helmetthe sdnt by om-

ment in the means, thou wouldst say, Soul, if theremandis to wearput this hope must beGod's ceature,

comeany good of thy preset servie it must drop
from heaven, for it isGod's appointment, not man's.
And can | profit whether God wll or no, or think to

‘who hath begdten us to alively hope,’1Pet. 1:3. Faith,
that is another pringpal piece in the Christian's
furniture, but it must befaith of God’s elect, Titus 1:1.

find, and bringaway any soul-enriching treasure from He is to take righteousness and holiness flois breast-

his ordinance, without hs leave? Hadl not best look
up to him, by whog blesaig | live more tha by my
bread?

(2.) It appears we look notat God's appoint-
ment, when we have lowwhoughtsof the means. What
is Jordan that | should wak in it? What is this
preachingthat | should dtend on it, where | hear
nothing but | knew before? what these keggaty
elementsof water,and breadand wine! Are not these

the reasonings of a soul that forgets who appoints

them? Didst thou remembe who commands, thou
wouldst not questimm what the ommand is. What
thoughit be clay let Christ use it ad it shal open the
eyes, though in itself more like to put them out.
Hadst thou thy eye on God, hou wouldstsilene thy
carnalreason wih this, It is God senls me to such a

plate, but it must be true holines: ‘Put an the new
man, which after Godis created in rghteousness and
true holiness,’ Eph. 4:24 Thus you see that it is not
armourasarmour, but & armour of Godthat makes
the soul impregnable. That which is borrof God
overcometh the world—a faith born ofGod, a hope
born of God. But the spurious adulterous brood of
duties and gracesheing begot of mortaseed,cannot
be immortal.

Must the souls armour be ofGod's make? Be
exhortedthento look narrowly whether the armour ye
wear be the workmanship of God or no. There is
abundanceof falseware put off now-a-days; littl good
armour worn by the mulitude of professors. It is
Satan's after-@ame he plays, if he @annot pkase the
sinnerwith his naked state of profanenest put him
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off with something like grace, some flighty stuthat profane persan. The one hath but his lusts, his
shall neitherdo him good, nor Satanhurt. Thus many whores, his swil, and dross, but the otrer hath his
[are] like children, that cry fo a knife or dager, and duties, his seeming graces. O how hard it is to per-
arepleased as wkWwith a bone knie andwoodendag- suade such a one to light, and hold Christ'stirrup,
ger,as with thebestof all. So they have some armour,while he and his duties are made Christ's footgool.
it matters not what. Praythey must but little care Second. Such an one is in deeest condemna-
how it be performed. Believén God? yes, they hope tion. None sink so far into hell as those that coen
they are ot infidels. But what [the armour] is, how nearestheaven, beause they fi from the greatest
they came by it, or wiether it will hold in an evil cay, height. As it aggavates thedrments of thedamned
this never was put to the question in their hearts.soulsin this respect abovelevils, [because] they had
Thus thousands perish ith a vain conceit[that] they acord of mercy thrown out tahem,which devils had
are armed against Satan, death, and judgnmt, when notso, by how much Ga by his Spirit wait on,pleads
they are miserable and naked, yea, worsa it [their with, and by boh gains on [one] soul more than
conceit]than thosewho are more naked, thosemean others,by © much such a one, if he pesh, will find
who have not a rag oficility to hidetheir shame from hell the hotter. These add tdhissin, ard the remen-
the world's eye; and that in a double respect, branceof his sin inhell thus acented will add to his
First. Itis harder to work on such a soul saving-torment. None will have such a sad parting from
ly, be@us he fatha fam, thoughnot the power, and Christ as those who wenfalfway with him andthen
this affords him a plea. A soul purely naked, nothing left him.
like the wedding gament on, he isspeechless The Therefore,| beseech youpok toyour armour.
drunkard hath nothingto say for himself, when you David would not fight h armour he had not tried,
askhim why helives so swinishly; yomay come up to thoughit was a king. Perhapsome thoughhim too
him, and get within him, and turn the verynouth of nice. What! is nd the king'sarmour good enough for
his conscénceupon him, which wil shoot into him. David? Thus manywill say, Art thou so grious and
But cometo deal with one who prayand hears, one precise? Such a gretaman doth thus and thus, and
that is a pretender to faith and hope in God; here is ahopesto come to heaven atast, and darest not thou
man in glittering armour, he hath his wapon in his venturethy soulin this armour? No, Christianfollow
hand, with which he will keep he preacher, andhe notthe exanple of the greatest orearth; itis thy own
word he chargeth hi with, at arm'dength. Who can soulthou venturest inbattle, therefore thou canst not
sayl am not a saint? What duty do | neglect? Here betoo choice é thy armour. Bring thy heat to the
is a breastworkie lies underwhich makes him not so Word, as theonly touchstoneof thy grace and furni-
fair a mark either to the olservaton or reproof of ture;the Word, | told you, is the tower ofDavid, from
another;his chief defect being within, wherman's eye whencethy armour mustbefetched,; if thou anst find
comesnot. Again,it is harder to workon him, be- this tower stampon it, then it is of God, else, not. Try
causehe hath been tamperesvith already, and miscar- it therefore by his one scripture-stamp. Those
ried in the essg. How comes such a one to bac- weaponsare mighty whib God givesis sants to fight
quainted with such dities—to make such a profes- his battleswithal. ‘For the weaons of aur warfare are
sion? Was it ever thu® No, the word hathbeen at not carnal but mighty through God,’ Il Cor. 10:4. The
work upon him, his conscience hath scared him fromswordof the Spiit hath its point and edge, wherebiy
his trade ofwickedness, into dorm of profession, but, makes its wayinto the heart and conscience, through
taking in short of Christ, for want of a thorough the impenitency of the oneand stupidity ofthe other
changeijtis haderto remove him than the other. He (wherewith Satan, as witlbuff and coat ofmail, ams
is like a lbck whose wats have beetroubled; which the sinner agains God) and there cuts and slashes,
makesit harder to turn the key than f neverpottered Kkills and mortifies lustin its own castle, where &an
with. It is better dealhg with awild ragyed col, never thinks himself mpregnable.The breastplatewhich is
backed,than one that in breaking hatitook awrong of God, doth not bend and break at\ery pat of
stroke; [with] a bone quite out ofjoint than falseset. temptation,butis ofsuch a divine temperamenthat
In a word, such a one lth more to deny than a it repels Stan'smotions with scorn onSatans teeth.
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Should such anone asl sin, as Nehemiah iranother Answer | answer, the weakness of grace is i
case; and such are all the rest. respect ofstronger grace, but th weakgrace is strog
Now try whether yair weapons be mighty or and mighty in comparisorof counterfeit grace. Now,
weak;what can you do or suffer more fagod than an | do not bid thee tiy the truth of thy glace by suc a
hypocritethat is clad infleshly armour? | will tell you power as is peculiar to stronger grace, by that
what the world saith, and if you be Christians, clear powerwhich will distinguishit from false. True grace,
yourselves,and wipe off that dit which they throw when weakest, is stronger than false when strongest
upon your glittering armour. They say, These profes-There is a principle ofdivine life in it which the other
sors indeed have God morin their talk than we; but hath not. Now life, asit givesexcelency—a fleaor a
when they come down into their shopselations ad fly by reason bits life, ismore exceknt than the sin
worldly employment, hen the best othem all is but in all his glory—so it give stength. The slow motion
like one of us. They can throw the tables of God's of a living man,though so feeble that heamnot go a
commandmentsout of their handsas wellas wejcan] furlongin a sngle day, yet coming from life, imports
comefrom a sernon, and be asovetousand gripping, more strength than is in a ship, which though it sails
aspeevish and passionateasthe worst. They show as swiftly, hath its motion from without. Thus possidy
little loveto Christ as others, when it is matter of cost,anhypocrite may exceel the true Christian in the bulk
asto relieve a poosaint or maintan the gospel; you andoutside of a duty, yet lecause his strength is not
may getmore from a strangeran enemy,than from a from life, but rom some wnd and tide abroad that
professingbrother. O Christians, eithervindicae the carrieshim, and the Christian's is from an inward
nameof Christ, who® ensign ya seemto march after, principle,therefore the Christian's weakness stron-
or throw away your seming armour, by which you gerthan the hypocrite in his greatestnlargenents. |
havedrawn the eyesf the world upon you. If yowvill shall name but two acts of grace whereby thehiGs-
not, Christ himself will cashier you, and that with tian, when wealest, exceeds théwypocrite in all his
shane enoughere long.Never cdlthat the armourof bestarray. You will sa, then grace is a weak stay
God which defend thee not against the power of indeed, when he Christian is persuadedto commit a
Satan. sin, a great sin, such a one gmssibly a carnal person
Take, therefore, the several piecs of your would nothaw itsad of him for a great matter. So
armour and try them, as the soldier before he fightsow may the tideof grace fall, yet true grace at such an
will set his helmet or headipce asa mark, at which ebb will appearof greaterstrength ad force han the
he lets fly abrace of bullets, and as he finds them soother.
will wear them or leave them. But besure thou 1. This principle of grace wilhever leavdill the
shootest gripture-bullets. Thou boastest of dreast- soulweeps bitterly with Peter, that it hatloffended so
plate of righteousnes. Askthy soul Didst thou ever gooda God. Speak, O ydypocrites carye show one
in thy life perform a duty to please God, and nobt tearthat ever you shed in earne$or a wrong dondo
accommodatehyself? Thou hasprayed ofenagainst God? Possibly younay weep to sethe bed of sorrow
thy sin, a geat noise of the pieces have been heardvhich your sins are making for qu in hell, but ye
comingfrom thee by others, as if there were sanhot neverloved God so well as tenourn for the injury ye
fight between theaand thy corruption, but cansthou havedone the name ofGod. It is a good gloss Augus-
indeedshow one sin thothast shin by al thy praying? tine hath upon Esau's tearsieb. 12:16,17. —Flevet
Josephwas alve, though his coatwas brought bloody quod perdidit, non quod vendidit —he wept tha he
to Jacoband so mayHy sin be, or all thy mortified lost theblessim, not thd he soldit. Thus we se an
look in duty, and outcry thou makest against trem. If exceléncy of thesaint's sorrow above the hypocrite's.
thou wouldst hus try everypiece, tly credulous heart The Christian by his sorrow shows himskla con-
would not so easy becheated withSatans fale ware. queror of that sin which even now ovecane him;
Objection. But is all armour that is ofGod thus while the hypocriteby his pride shows himséh slave
mighty? We read of weak grace, little faith; how can to a worse lusthan that he resists. While the Chris-
this then be a tral of aur armour wheher of God or tian commitsa sin he hées; whereashe otherloves it
not? while he forbears it.
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2. When truegrace isinder thefoot of a temp-
tation, yet then it wil stir up in the heart a vehement
desire of reverge [It is] like a prismer in his ene-
mies' hand, who is thnking andplotting how to get
out, and what hewill do when out,waitingand longing

us,Heb. 12:1. If there be any paroftheline unguarded
or weakly provided, there Satan fallsnp [as] we see
the enemy often enter the city at ongide, while he is
beat backon the other, for want of care tokeep the
whole line. Satandivides his tempations into several

everyminute for his delivery, that he again may takesquadronsone he employs t@assault here, another to

up arms. ‘OLord God, remember me,” saithSamson,
‘I pray theeand strenthen me,| pray thee, only this
once,that | may beat once aenged of tke Philigines
for my two eyes. Judges 1@8. Thus pra thegracias
soul, that God would hut spare him a little, and
strengthenhim but once kefore he dies, tlat he may
be avenged on his prid, unbelief, ad those sins

storm there. We read of fleshly wick#ness and
spiritual wickedness; while thou repellest Satan
temptingthee to fleshly wickednesshe may be enter-
ing thy city at the other gate of spiritual wickedness.
Perhapsthou hast kept thy intedity in the practical
part of thy life; but whatarmour hast thou to defend
thy head, thy jidgment? If he surpri® thee here,

wherebyhe hath most dishonoured God. But a falsecorrupting that with some error, then tlou wilt not

heart is so fa from studyng revengethat he rather

swellslike the sea against the lawlwch bankshis lust
in, and is aagry with God whohath made sin such a
leap, that he must hazard his soul if he will have it.

BRANCH THIRD.

[The entireness of our armour.
It must be THE WHOLE armour of God.]

In this branch observe the quantitgr entireness
of the saints' furniture or armour, ‘the whole armour
of God.” The Christian's armour mustbe canplete,
and that in a threefold respect.

FIRST. He must be armed in every pa cap-a-
pie, soul and bodythe powers ofthe one, am the
sensesf the other, not anypart left nalked. A dat
may fly in at alittle hole, like that which brought a
messageof death to Ahab, through the joints ohis
harness, and Satan isuch an archer as cashoot at a
pennybreadth. Fallthe man bearmed, andonly the
eyeleft without, Satan cansoon oot his fireballs of
lust in at that loophde, which shal set the whole
house on flame. Eve looked but on th tree, and a
poisonais dart struck her to theheart. I the ey be
shut, and the ear be open toorrupt communication,
Satanwill soon wrigde in at this hole. If allthe out-

long hold out in thy practce. He that ould not get
thee to profane the Sabbathmong sensualistand

atheists, will under the disguise of such aocrupt

principle as Christian iberty prevail Thus we see
what need we have of universarmour, in regard of
every part.

SECOND. The Christian must be in complete
armour, in regard of the several pieces and weapons,
that make up the wha¢ armourof God. Indeed there
is a concateation of graces; they hang together like
links in a chain, stonesn an arch,members in the
body. Prick one vein, ad the blood of the what body
may run out at the sluie; negéct one duy, and no
other will dous as good.

The aposte Peter, in his second gistle, ch. 1:5-7,
presseththe Christians to a joint endavour to in-
creas the whole body ofgrace; indeed, that is health
whenthe whole body thrives. ‘Add,’ saith he,'to your
faith virtue.” Faithis thefile-leading grae. Well, hast
thou faith, addvirtue. True faith is of a workingstir-
ring nature, without good works it is dad or dying.
Fidespinguescit operibus—faith fattens orbecomes
strongon works,’ Luther. It is kept in plight and heart
by a holy life, as the fésh which phsters oer the
frame of man's body, thought receivedts heat from
the vitals within, yet helps to preserve the verjfe of
those vitals. Thus good works and gcaous actims
havetheir life from faith, [and] yet are necessg helps

ward senses [of anan] beguarded, and the heart not to preservethe life of faith; thus we see someties the

kept with all diligene, he wil soon by his own
thoughtsbe betrayed intdcSatans hands.Our enemies
areon every gle,and so mustour armour be,on the
righthand and onthe left,” 11Cor. 6:7. The aposte calls
sine:"D\"<

child nursing the parentdhat bare it,and therein[he]
performs but his duty.

Thou are fruitful in goodworks,yet thou art not
out of the devil's shoot, except thou addest to thy vir-

,UB,D\FJ"J@< an enemy that surrounds tue, knowledge.This is the candlewithout which faith
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wayand weather— mean in anafflicted estate? Satan
will line the hedges with a thousand temptations,
when thou comest into the narrowahes of adversy,
wherethou canstnot run from this sort of temptaton,
asin the campaign of prosgerity. Possiblythou that
humbling thy=If for thy sin? For want ofknowledge didst escapehe snareof an aluring world, maest be
in the tenor of the gospel, Saramay pay uponthy dismounted by the same whe it frowns; though
ignorarce, and either persuade thee thou art nottemperancekept thee from beingdrunk with swveet
humbled enough, when, God knows, thou art almostwinesof those pleasures, yet for want of patience thou
quackled with thy tears,and evercarrieddown by the mayestbe drunk with he wine of astonishnent, which
impetuoustorrent of thy sorow into despair, or else isin affliction's handstherefore,saith the apostle, ‘to

cannotsee to do itswork. Art thou going to give an
alms? If it be not oculata charitasif charity hath not
this eye of knowledgeotdirect when,how, what,and
to whom thou art to give, thoumayest at oncenrong
God, the person thourelievest, ard thyself. Art thou

showingtheethy blubberedface may flatter thee into
a carnal onfidence of thy humiiation.

Perhapsthou seest the nme of God dishon-
oured in the pace wherehiou liveg, and thyspirit is
stirred within thee, as Paul's at Athens; noiWw knowl-
edgesits not in the saddé to rein ard bridle in thy
zeal, thou wilt be sooncarriedover hedge aa ditch,
till thou falest into some pregiice or dher by thy

temperanceadd patience.” Either posess thgelfin
patience,or else ®me raving deul of discontent will
possestshee. Animpatientsoul in affiction is a bed-
lam in chains, yea, too like the devil in his chains,
[who] rageth agast God,while he isfetteredby him.
Well, hast thou patience?-an excellent grace
indeed,but not enough.Thou must be gpious man as
well as patient. Therefore, saith the apostle, ‘to

irregular acting. Neither is knowledge enough, exceptpatience,add godliness.” There is an atheisital pa-

thou beest armed withtemperance, which here, |
conceiwe,is thatgrace, wherep the Christian, asmas-
ter of his own house, so mlers his affections, like
servants{o reason andaith, that they do not regularly
move, or inordinately bsh out irto desiresof, caes
for, or joy in the creature comforts ofhis life, without
which Satanwill be too hard for thee. The historian
tells us, that in one ofthe famous batesbetween the
EnglishandFrench, thatwhich lost the Frerch the day
wasa shower oEnglish arrows, which did so gdl their
horse,as putthe whole army into disorder[for] their
horse knowing no ranks, did tread dwn thdr own
men. The affectionsare but aste horse to the rider,
on which knowledge sould be mounted; if Satan's
barbedarrowslight on them, so thathy desiesof the
creatureprove unruy, and justle with thy desires of
Christ, [if] thy care tdkeep thycredit orestate puthy
careto keep a good consenceto disoder, and hy
carnaljoy in wife andchild trample down or get before
thy joy in the Lord, judge on which side victoris like
to fall.

Well, supposethou marchestprovided thus far
in goodly arrg towards heavenyhile thou art swim-
mingin prosperity, must thounot alsoprepare fo foul

1. Quackle is an old word meaning tochoke a
suffocate.—b.

tience,and there isa godly Christianpatience. Satan
numbs the conscienceof one, ad [so] no wonder he
complainsnot, that feels not; but theSpirit of Christ
sweetly calms the othemot bytaking away the sense
of pain, but by overcming it with the sense of his
love. Now godlinessomprehendshe whole worship
of God, inward and outward. If thou beeshever so
exactin thy morals, and not avorshipperof God, then
thou art an atheist. If thou dost worship God, and
that devoutly, but not by Scripture rule, thou art but
an idolater. If accordngto the rule, but notin spirit
and truth, then thou art an hypocrite, and so fallest
into the devil's mouth. Or if thou dost give God oe
piece of his worship, and deniestanother, still Satan
comes to his market. ‘He that turneth away his ear
from hearing the law, even his prayeshallbe abom
ination,’ Prov. 28:9.

Yet, Christian, all thy armour is ot on. Thy
godlinessindeed would suffice, wert thouo live in a
world by thyself,or hadst nothing to do but immediate
communionwith God. But, Christian, thou must not
alwaygwell on thismount of immediate worshipand
[since] when thou descendest, thou hastany breth-
ren and servants of thy Raer, who live with thee in
the same family, thou mustleportthyself becomingl,
or else thy Father will be angry. Thohastbrethren,
heirs of the same prmise with thee, therefore you
must add to godlinessbrotherly-kindness.” If Satan
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can set you at oddshe gives a deep wountb your

godliness. You wil hardly join hearts in a duty, that
cannotjoin hands in love. In the family there are not
only brethren, but servants, anultitude of profare

carnalones, who tlough theynever had thenames of
sonsand daighters yet retain to Gods family. And
thy heavenly Father wilhave thee walk unl@meably,
yeawinningly, to thos that are without, which thou
mayest do, thou must add to brotherly-kindness,
‘charity;” by which gace thou shalt be wiihg to do
goodto theworst of menWhen theycurse thee, thou
must pray for them, yea, py for noless than a Christ,
a heaven, fo them. ‘Father, forgive them,” said
Christ, while theywere raking in his siddor his heart-

drivea child, a servant, intheir ignorane andprofane-
ness,to hell, and not so much assally out upon this
enemyby a word ofreproof o instruction, to rescue
these silly souls out othe murdersharmd? Wemust
leavethem to their liberty forsooth, and that is as fair
play aswe can give the devilGivebut corrupt nature
enough ofthis rope, and itwill soon strangle the very
principles of God and religion in their tender years.
THIRD. The entirenessof the sant's amour
may be takemot only for every pat and piece of the
saint's furniture, but for the completeness and perfe-
tion of everypiece. As theChristian is to endeavour
after everygrace so is he to press after th advance
and increase of @ery graceeven  perfection itself.

blood. And truly, | am persuaded this last piece of Ashe is to add tohis faith virtue, so he is to add faith
armour hath given Satan grat advantagen these our to faith—he isever to be completingf his grace. Itis
times, we are so afraid our charity should be todthat which is frequenty pressed upon bétvers. Be
broad. Whereas inthis sense, if itbe not wide aghe Yye perfect, even as your Fadr whichis in heaven is
world, it is too strait for the command whichoids us perfect,” Matt. 5:48. ‘And purify yourselves, as @d is
‘do good to all.” May notwe ministersbe charged with pure.” There we havean exact cog set,not as ifwe
the want of this, when the stia of our preaching is could equalize that purityand perfection whch is in
solely directed tothe saints, and no pains taken in God, but to make us grive the more, when we shdl
rescuingpoor captive souls, yet unca, out of the seehow infinitely shot we fdl of ourcopy when ve
devil's clutches? He may haul them tchell without write the faire$ hand; © ‘Let patence have he
disturbarce, while we are emforting the saints, and perfect work, that ye may be perfecand entire,
preachingheir privileges; butn the meantimeJetthe wanting nathing,” James 1:34, or [be] wanting n noth-
ignorantbe ignorant stil, and the profineprofanestill, ing. Thou who makest a hard shifto carry a little
for want of a compassionate charity to their sig, burdenwith thy little patience, woudst sink under a
which would excite us tohe reproving and exhortig greaterthereforethereisneed that pdience shalld be
of them, thatthey might al® be broughtmto the way everperfectng, lesatlast we meeta burdentoo heavy
of life, aswell asthe saints encouraged, who arefor our weak shoulders.Take a few reasns why the
walkingtherein. We are stewards to provide bread forChristianshould hus be compléhg of his grace.
the Lord's house. The greatest pamf our hearers First. Because graces subject to decaysand
cannot,must not, havethe children's bread, andshall thereforeever needsompleting. [Itis] as in an army,
we therefore give them no portion at all? Christ's especially [one] which often engagst in battle; their
charity pitied the multitude, to whom in his public arms are batteredand broken,one man hah his
preaching he made special application, as in that helmet bent, arother his sword gaped, a third is
famoussermon,mostpart of which is pentin rousing pistol unfixed, and therefoe recruits are ever neces-
up the sleepyconscénces of tle hypodaitical Phari- sary.In one temptation the Christian hath his helmet
sees, by those thunderclaps of woes and curses of hope beaten of his head, in another his patience
often denounced against then, Matt. 23. Again, how hard put to it. The Christian had need havean
great advantage hath Sanh from the want of this armourer's shop at had to make uphis loss, and that

charity in our families? Is it not observed how little
careis taken by professiggovernorsof such scieties
for the instructing heir youth? Nayi,it is a principle
which some have drunkn, that it is not their duty. O
whereis their charity in the meanime, whenthey can
seeSatan cme within their own walk, and ét them

speedily,for Satan is most Ike to fdl on when the
Christian is least preparel to receve the charg.
‘Simon, Simon, Sdan hath des&ed to sfit you;’ he
knewthey wereat thattime weakly provided—(Christ
their captin now to be taken from the head of their
troop; discontents among temselves, wiving who
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should begreatestand their recruits d stronge grace, mind to join house to hous, and lay ield to field.
which the Spirit was to bring not yetcome). Now he Their souk ae athirst, ever gaping for more. But of
hath a design to surpse them; andtherefore Christ, what? not of Christ or of heaven. It is earth. Earth
carefully to prevent him, promiseth speedily to des-theynever thinkthey haveenough oftill death comes
patch his Spirit for their supgy, Acts 1:4, and inthe andstops thei mouth with ashovelfull, diggedout of
meartime sends them to Jerusalem, to stand as it werégheir own giavwe. What a tormentng life must they
in abody in their joint supplications upon theirguard, needshave, who a dways crying for more weight,
while he comes to thi relief; showing us in the and yet cannotpress theircovetous ésires todeath?
wedknessof our grace what to do, and whither tgo O sirs, the ony way—if men would believe it—to
for supply. quench this thirst to the aeature, were to enkindle
Second. BecauseSatanis completing his «ill anotherafter Chrigd and heaven Get butalarge heart
andwrath. Itis not for nought that he is called the old vehemently thirsting after these and the other will die
serpent—subtle by natue, but more by expdence, alone,as the feverish thinsdoth when rature comes
wrathful by nature, yet every aly more and more to her temper.
enraged; lke a bull, tie longer he is baéd, the more 2. Others labour not thus to perfect gree, be-
fury he shows. And therefore we who are to gragple causethey have a conceithey are perfect abady,and
with him, now his time isso shat, had need come well upon this fancy hrow avay praying, heaing, and all
appointed into te field. otherordinances, as strings for thodmbes in grace to
Third. Itis the endof all God’s dispensations, be carriedby, who are ot arrived to their high attain-
to complete his saints in their graces and comfortsments. O what fools does pride make men! Truly
Whereforedoth he lop ard prune byafflictions, butto heavenwere no such d&rabke place,f we shoutl be
purge,that they may bring forth more frit, that is, no more perfect than thus—a sort of people that are
fuller and fairer?John15:2. Tribulation works patiene, too high for this world, and too low for another. The
Rom. 5:3; it is God’s ampointment for that end. It way by which God cures this fregof pride, we have
works, that is, it increaseh the saints. Patieme in these days seerio be something like that of
enragethindeed the wiked, butmeekens the saints. Nebuchadnezzarfo give themthe heart of a beast |
It is his design inthe gospel; he preacheth to carry onmean, for a time, to suffer trem to fal into beastly
his saints from ‘faith tofaith,” Rom. 1:17 and accod- practices,by which he shows thenhow far they are
ingly he hath furnished his church with instruments, from that perfection they deamed of so vainl.
and those with gifts‘For the perfecing of the saints, 3. Others who have true gace, aml desire the
for the edifying of the body of Christ, Eph. 4:12 advancementof it, yet are dscouraged in theiren-
Wherefore doth the scaffold stand, anthe workman deavourfor more, from too deep a sense of #ir
onit, if the building gonot up? For us not to adence presentpenury. Bid some such labour to get more
undersuch means is to rake voidthe counsel ofGod. power over coruption, more faith on, and love to
Therefore the apostle blames the Christian Jews foiGod, that they maybe abé to do the will of God
their non-proficiency n the schoo of Christ: ‘When cheerfully,and suffer it in the gretest afflidions pa-
for the time ye ought tobe teachers, yhave need that tiently, yea, hankfully, andthey will never beleve,
oneteach you gain whit bethe firstprinciples ofthe that they whosefaith is so weakJove so chil, and

oracles of Gal,’ Heb. 5:12 stock so little in hand, shaild everattain to anyhing
like sucha pitch. You may a well persuade a beggar
[Use and Application.] with one poor penny in his purse, that if he shall go

andtrade wih that, heshdl cometo be lord-Mayorof
Use. O how few are there enaawur thus to London before he die. But why, poohearts,should
promove intheir spiritual state, and labour to prfect you thus despise the day of small things? Do you not
what is yet lackingin their knowledge, ptience, and seea little gran of mustad-seed spead intoa tree,
the rest. andweak graceomparedo it, for its growth at last as
1. Tell some ofadding &ith to faith, one degree well as littleness at first? Darest thosay thou hasho
of grace to anotherandyou shall find they have more graceat all? If thou hastbut any,though the least ttat
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everany had to beginwith, | dare tellthee, that he
hath done more for thee in that, than he slould in
making that which 8 now so weakas perfetas the
saint's grace isnow in heaven (1.) He hath done

off our armour, till we have done our warfare,nal
finished our course. Our armour and our garment of
flesh go off together; then, indeed, will be no need of
watch and ward;shield ¢ helmet. Those military

more, considering it as an act of power. There is adutiesandfield-graces—as inay call féh, hope, and

greatergulf betweemo grace and grace, thametween

the rest—shdl be honoumably dschargedin heaven

weak graceand strong, between a chaos and nothingye shall appear, not in armour, but in robes oflory.

than between a chos and this beautil frame of
heavenand earth. The first day's workof both ce-
ations is the greatest.

But here these area beworn nightand day; we must
walk, work, andsleep inthem, or el we are not tne

(2.) Consider it as an act o$oldiersof Christ. This Paul professeth to endeavour.

grace. It is greaer mercy to give the first grace of'Herein do | execise melf, to hae always a con

conversion, thanto crown that with glory. It is more
graceand condescension in @rince to marry a poor
damsel, than havihg married heyto cbthe herlike a
princess; he was free talo the fird or not, but his
relation to her pleads strongly for the other.
might have chosen whether he would hagéven thee
graceor no, but having dnethis, thy relation to him,
and his covenantalso, dooblige him to add more and
more, till he hath fitted thee asa bridefor himself in

glory.

BRANCH FOURTH.

[The use of aur spiritual amour
—PUT ON the whole armour of God.]

The fourth and lasg branch in the sants' furni-
ture is, the usethey areto make thereof, ‘put on the
whole armour of God.” Briefly, what is this duty put
on? These being saintsnany of them at least, whom
he writes to, itis not only putting on by conversabn,
what some of them might not yet have, butalso, he
means theyshould exercise Wwat they have. Itis ae
thing to have armourin the house, and aniher thing
to have it bu&led on;to have grae in the pinciple,
and grae in the act So thatour instruction wil be,

[Our armour or gace must be
kept in exercise.]

DOCTRINE. It is not enough to havgrace,but
this grace must b keptin exerci®. The Christian's
armouris made to bewvorn; no layng down, or putthg

2 :<*|:"|:b2’ J-<B"<@B8\"<J@2,@D

sciencevoid of offene toward God,andtowardmen,’
Acts 24:16. Here we have this holy mantéhis arms,
training and exercising himself in his postures, like
somesoldier by himself handling hispike, andinuring

Godhimself before the battle. Now the reason of this is,

First. Christ commands us tchave our amour
on, our grace inexercise ‘Let your loins be girded
about, and your lights burning; Luke 12:35 Christ
speakseitherin a martial phrase, as to soldis, or in
a domestic, asto servans. If as to sadiers, hen let
your loins be girded and your lights burning, that is,
we should be ready fora march, hawig our armour
on—for the belt goes over al-and our match lighted,
readyto give fire at thefirst alarm of temptation. If as
to servants, which seems more nat, then he bids
us, as our master that is gone abroad, not through
sloth or sleep [to]put off our cbthes, andput out our
lights; but [to] stand read/ to open when he shall
come, though at midnght. It is not fit the Master
should stand at the door knocking, ad the servant
within sleeping.Indeed there is no dutythe Christian
hath in charge, but implies this daly exercise: ‘pray’
he must—but how?—'without ceasing ‘rejoice’—but
when?—'evermore;’ ‘give thanks’ —for what? ‘in
everything,” | Thes. 5:16-18 The shield of féh, and
helmet of hope, we must hold them to the end, | Pet.
1:13. The sum ofall which is, that we should walk in
the constant exercise of these duties and graces.
Where the solderis placedthere he stands, anthust
neither stir nor sleep till he bebrought off When
Christ comes, that soukhall only have hisblessing
whom he finds so doing.

Second.Satan's advantage is great whgrace is
not in exercie. When the devil found Christ so redy
to rexive his charge, axd repelhis temptation, he
soonhadenough. tis sad'he departedfor a season,’
Luke 4:13; as if in his slame&ul retred he had ®om-
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forted himsef with hopesof suprising Christ un-
awares, at another season mre advantageous toik
design;and we findhim coming again, in the most
likely time indeed to have attained his ad, had his
enemybeenman, andnot God. Now if this botl fiend
did thus watch andbserve Christ from time tatime,
doth it not beho\e thee to Imk aboutthee, lesthe take
thy grace at one time oother napping? vhat he hath
missednow by thy watchfulnesshe may gain mon by
thy negliggence. Irdeedhe hopes thou wt be tired out

shamethe sal havingplayed the truant, now knows
not how to lookGod in the face;and party, from the
difficulty of the work, beingdouble towhat another
finds that walksin the exercise ohis grace Here is dl

out of order. It requires more time and pains fohim

to tune his instrument, than for another toplay the

lesson. He goes toduty as to a new work, asscholar
that hath not looked on his book sone while; his
lessonis almost out ofhis head, wheras another that
was even now but coming it over, hath it' [at his

with continualduty. Surely saith Satanwhen he sees fingerends]. Perhaps itisan afflictionthou art alled

the Christian up and fervent in duty, this will not hold
long. When he finds him tender of consence, and
scrupubus of occasion tosin, [he saith] This is but
for a while, ere long | shall have hinunbend hisbow,
and unbuckle his armour, ad then have & him.

to bear, and thy pagnce [is] unexerised. Little or no
thoughtsthou hast had for such a time—while thou
wert frisking in a full pasture—and now thou kickest
and flingest, even as a bullocknaccustomed tathe
yoke, Jer. 3118; whereas another goes meekbnd

Satanknows what orders thou keepest in thy house patiently under the like cross, beause he had been

and closet, and though he hath not a key thy heart,
yet he can stad in the nextroom to it, and lightly
hearwhatis whispered there. He hunts the Christian
by the scent of his own feetand if once hedoth but
smell whichway tty heat inclines, heknowshow t
take the hint; if but onedoor be unbolted, one work

stirring up his patience,and fitting the yoke to his
neck. You know what a confusion there is ira townat
some sudden aarm in the deadof the nigh, the
enemy at thegates, and tley asleep whin. O what a
cry is thereheard! One wants his clothes, another his
sword,a third knows not what to do for powderThus

unmanned,one graceff itscarriage,here is advantage in a fright theyrun up and down, which would nobe

enough.

if the eneny did find them upon their guard,orderly

Third. Because it is so akwy® a business, and waitingfor his approach. Such a hubbub theiis in a

hard a work, to recover the activitpnce lost, and to

soulthat keeps not hisarmour on; this pieceand that

revivea duty in disuse. ‘I have put off my coat,” saithwill be to seek when he should use it.

the spouse,song 5:3 She had given way to a lazy dis-

Fourth. We must keep graceniexercisen re-

temper, was laidupon her bed of sloth, and how hard spectof others our fellow-soldiers. Paul hadsin his

isit to raise her! Her Bebved is athe door,beseech-
ing her by all the nanes of lovewhich might bringher
to remembrance the @ar reldion betweenthem;[he
crieth], ‘My sister,my love,my dove open to me,” and
yet she riseth wmt. He tells her‘his locks arefilled
with the drops @ the night,’ yetshe stirs not. What is
the matter? Her coawas off,and sheis loath toput
it on. She had given &y to her sloth, and now she
knowsnot how to stake it of; she could haw been
glad to have her Belved's companyif himself would
haveopened thedoor; and he desired as mnch hers, if
she would rise tolet him in, and upon theseterms
theypart. The longer asoul hath negtcted a dutythe
more ado thereis to gd it taken up; partly, through

3. Awky conveys the meaning of éing odd or out of
order.

eye when he was exercising himself to keep a good
consciaece, that he might not be a scandal to others.
The cowardie of one may make thers run. The
ignoranceof one soldier that hath not skill to handle
his arms, may danischief to his fellow-soldiersbout
him. Some have shbt their friends for their enemies.
The unwise walking of ore professor makes many
othersfare the worse. But say thou dostnot fall so far
as to become ascandl, yet thou canst not be so
helpful to thy fellow-brethren as thou shouldstGod
commandedthe Reubenites ad Gaditesto gobefore
their brethren ready armed, untilthe land was con-
guered. Thus, Christian, thouart to be helptil to thy
fellow-brethren,who have notjt may be, tha settle-
ment of peacein their spirit as thyself, not thatmea-

4. Ad unguem.
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sure of grace or comfort. Thou atb help suchweak and that wine too strong, but by the time they had
ones, andgo before them as it were, armd for their walkeda few yeas, they gew michty in both. Dost
defencenow if thy gace benot exercised, thou art so thou complain that [the] heave-way is rugged? Be
far unserviceable to thy weak brother. Perhapsou the oftener walking in it,and that will makeit smooth.
art amaster, or a parentwho hast admily underthy Answer Second.Were this constant exercise of
wing. They fare as thou thived; if thy heart be n a gracemore troublesome tahe flesh, which is the only
holy frame, they &re the betterin the duties thou complainer,the sweetadvatage thaticcrues pthisto
performest;if thy heart be dead and dow, they are the Christian, will abundantly recompese all his
losersby the hand. So that as the nurse eats the morelabour and pains.
for the babe's sake g€hsuwckles, so shouldst thou for 1. The exercise of thy mce will increase tlg
their sakewho are under thytuition, be more careful grace. ‘The hand of the dligent maketh rch.” The
to exercise thy own grace, and cherish it. providentman countsthat lost which mighthave been
Objection. O but, may osme say, this is hard got; not only whenhis money is stole out of his chest,
work indeed, aur armour never ¢f, our gracealways in but when it liesthere unimproved. Sucha commod-
exercise.Did God ever meanreligion should be such ity, saith the tadesman, fi | had boudt with that

a toilsome business as this world make it?
Answer First. Thou speakestike one of he

moneyin mybags, would have broght me in so nuch
gain,which is now lost. So the Christianmaysay My

foolish world, and showest thyself a mere stranger todawningknowledge, had followed on to kow the
the Christian's life that speakest thus. A burden to Lord, might have spgad to boad day. ‘| have more

exercisegrace! Why, it is @ burdento exercig the
actsof nature, to eat, tadrink, to walk, allaredelight-
ful to us in our right temper. [But] if any of thee be
otherwise, natue is oppressedas, f stuffed,then [it

is] difficult to breathe; if sick, then the meat [is]

understanding,’ saith David, ‘than all my teachers.’
How camehe by it? He will tell you in the next
words—for thy testimonies are ny meditation,’ Ps.
119:99. He was morein the exercise of dutyrad grace.
The best wits & not always the greatest scholars,

offensivewe eat. So take a saint in his right temperbecausetheir study is not suitable to their parts;

[and] it is his joy to beemployedin the exercise ohis

gracein this or that duty: ‘I was glad wlen they said
unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord,’ Ps.
122:1. His heart leaped at the mdbn. When any
occasiondiverts him from communion with God,
though he likes it never so well, yet itsi unwelcome
and unpleasing b him. As [for] you, whoare usedo

be in your shopsrom morning to night, how tedious
is it to be abroad some days, thougamong @od

friends, because you are not where your workne
calling lies! A Christian in duty is one in his call-
ing—asit were in his shop, where he should bend

therefore far from being tedious.
burden®meto none,as to thoge whoare infrequentin
the exerciseof it. Use makes heavy things lightWe
hardly feel the weifpt of our clothes, becausttted to
us, andworn dail by us, wheremathe same weighan

neither alvays prove$e therichestman that setaup
with the greatesttock. A little grace weéhusbanad
by daily exercise wi increasewhen greater frace]
neglected shaldecay.

2. Asexerciseéncreagth, so itevidencethgrace.
Would a manknow whether he bdame or no,let him
rise; he will somer ke saisfied byoneturnin aroom,
than by a lorg dispute, and he sitting stillWouldst
thou know whetherthou lovest God? Be frequenn
exhortingacts of love; the more the fires blown up,
the sooner it is seen, and so oall other graces.
Sometimeghe soul is questning whether it hath any

Religion is [so] patience, anyfaith, till God comesand puts him into

an afflicted estag, where he must either exerciséhis
grace or perish. Then it the soul] appess like one
that thinkshe annot swvim, yet beng throwninto the
river, then uniting all his strength,he makes a shift to

our shoulder toubles us. Thus the grievousness ofswimto land, and ses what hecan do. How oft have

religious duties to @rnal aes, is aken awayn the
saints, partly by the finess of them to the saints’
principles,as also by their daily exercise tlhem. The
disciples,when newly enteredinto the ways of Christ,
could not pray mud or fast long;the botleswere new

we heard Christians ay, | thought Icould never have
endured sucha padn, trusted God in such a strait?
But now God hathtaught me what hean do fo me,

what hehath wrought h me. And this thou mightest
have known bdore, if thou wouldst hae oftener
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stirred upand exerced thy grae.

3. Exercise of gracdoth invite God to commu-
nicate himself to such a soul. God sets th€hristian
at work, and then nmeets himinit. Up and dang, and
the Lord be with you. He set a soulreading a the
eunuch,and then joins to hischariot a prging, and
then comes the mesenge from heaen—O Daniel,
greaty beloved.’ The spousewho lost her beloved on
her bed, finds himasshecomes fom the sermon. ‘It
wasbut a little that | passedfrom them, but | found
him whom my soul loveth,’ Song 3:4

[Use and Application.]

Use First. This falls heavy on theitheads, who
are sofar from exertsing gace, thathey walk inthe

exerciseof their lusts. Their hearts are like a glass

house,the fire is never outthe shop-winaws rever
shut,they are alwayat work, hammeringsome wicked
projector other uponthe anvil of their hearts. There
aresomewho give full scope to their lusts; whe their
wickedhearts wil, they shallhave; theycocker their
lustsas ®metheir children,[and] deny themnothing;
asitis recorded d David to Adonigh, [they] donot so
much assay totheir souk, Why doest tlou so? why
art thou so proud,socovetous, pradne? They spend

desiresas mendo their bays that ae thracked full
with moneyto hold more, Hab. 2:5. Thusthe adulterer,
asif his body were not quik enough toexecute the
commandsof his lust, stirs it up by sending forthhis
amorousglanes, which ome home laderwith adul-
tery, blows up hisfire with unchaste sonnets ahbelly-
cheer, proper fuel for the devil'skitchen; aad the
maliciousman,who thathe mg lose ro time from his
lust, is a tearing his neighbouin pieces ae lies on
his bed, [and] cannot sleep urdss some such bloody
sacrificebe offered tohis ravening lug. O how may
this shame thesaints! How oftis your zeal so hot that
you cannot $eeptill your hearts have ben in heaven,
asyou are on your beds, and there pacified withe
sightof your dear Sawur, and some embraces ae
from him!

Use Second. It reproves those who floutand
mock at the saintswhile exercisingheir graces. None
jeeredas the saint in his calling. Men may work in
their shops, and every ondollows his cdling as
diligently as they please; and no word made of ths
by those thafpass byn the streets;but let the Chris-
tian be seen atwork for God, in the exerse of any
duty or grace, and he ishooted at, despised, yea,
hated. Few so badndeed, but semto like religion in
the notion; they commend a senon of holiness lke a

their days in making provision forltese guests; as at discourseof God or Chrit in the pubit, but when

someinns, the house neer cools, lut as one guest
goesout another conmes in—asone lust is served,

theseare realy setbefore their gyes, as they sparkle in
asaint's conversation, they are vecgntemptible and

another is alling for attendance; a some exercise hateful to them. This living and walking holiness

gracemore than others, so there are grater traders in
sin, that set more at work than others, and return
more wrath in a day than ohers in a month. Happy
aresuch, incomparisam of thesewho are chaied up
by God's restrait upon their outward manor inward,
that they cannédrive onso furicusly aghose who, by
health of body, pover and geatnessn plae, riches
andtreasures in thér coffers, numbness andedolen-
cy in their consciences, ae hurried on to fill up the
measureof their sins. We read of the Assian, that
he ‘enlarged his heart as hell, teetching out hs

5. Cockermeans to coddle or pamper; indulge. —SDB

0. Dedolency,absence gfor wantof compunction.

bites, and though they like the preacher's art in
paintingforth the same in his éscour®, yetnow they
run from them, and spit at them. This exercise of
grace offends the profane heart, and stirs up the
enmity that lies within; as Michal, sne could rot but
flout David to see him dancigbefore theark. He that
commendedthe preacher for making a leaed dis
course of zeal, will railon asaint expressing an act of
zealin his plae andcalling;now grace comes tooear
him. A naughty heart nust stand some @tancefrom
holiness, that the beams thereof ray not beat too
strongly on his mwnsciene, and sohe likesit. Thus
the Pharisees the prophets ofay; these were holy men
in their account,and theycan lavishout their money
on their tombs, in honour of them; but Christ,who

0. To Thrack means generdt to load or buran.

-45-



was more worth than all of them, he is scmed and

hated. Whatis the mysteryof this? The reason was,
these prophets are off the stge and Christ on.
Pasciturin vivis livor, postfata quiescit—envy feeds
on the living, but after death it ceases.

Use Third. Try by this whether you hawe grace
or no. Dog thou wak intheexecise d thy gace& He
that hath clothes, surely will wear them, and mt be
seennaked. Men talk of their faih, repentance,dve

supply thy wants, thouart readyto break though the
hedgeinto thy neighbou's fa pasturethus serving thy
own turn by a dn, rather than waitin g for God's
blessingon thy honest diligence. If so, be not angry
we call thee by thy right nane, or atleag question
whetherwe may style tiee Christian, wtose carriage is
so cross tothat saced name, whih is too hdy to be
written on a rotten post.

UseFourth. Be exhorted, O ye saints of Gotl

to God; these areprecious graces, but why do they nowalk in the exercise of grace. It ithe minister's duty,
let us see these alking abroad in their daily conversa- with the contnual breah of exhortdion, and if need
tion? Surely f such guest were in thy eul, they be, reproof, to keep this heavenly fire clean on the
would look out sometimes at the window, anble seen saints'altar. Peter saw ihecesaryto hae the belows
abroadin this duty and hat holy acton. Grace is of a alwaysn his hands, I will not benegligent to put you
stirring nature, and not such a ded thing, like an alwaysin remembrance of these things, though ye
image, which you may lock upn a chest, and nee know them, and be esablished in the present truth,’

shallknow what God you worship. No, grace will showl! Peter 1:12. That shal not take him off; as lorg as he
itself; it will walk with youinto all placesand compa- isin this tabenacle,he saith he wli stir them up, and
nies; it will buy with you, and sélfor you; it will have be putting them in remembranceyer.13. There is a
ahand inall your enterpises; t will comfort yai when sleepydisease we are subject to tin this lifeChrist

you are sincereandfaithful for God, and it will com- thoughhe hadroused up hs discplestwice, yettakes

plain and chide you when you are otherwise. Go,tothem napping the third time.

stop its mouth, and Heavenwill hear its voice, it will
groan mourn and stive, even a a liung man whea
you would smother him. | will as soorbelievea man
to be alivethat liespeacealy as hes nailed up in his
coffin, without strife or bustle, as that thounast grae,
andnever exercise it inmy act of spiritual Ife. What!

Either exercse thy
grace,or Satanwill act hy coruption; as one bucét

goesdown the other rise¢h; there is a body of sin
within, which likely a malghant party watcheth for
such a time tostepinto the saldle,and it is easier to
keepthem down than topull them down. Thy time is

short, and thy way long, thou haddbest put on, lest

man, hast thou graceandcarried agppeaceably as a foolthou meanest to be overtaken with the nightefore
to the stocks by thy lust? Why hangest thou therethou gettest wihin sightof thy Faher's hous. How

nailedto thy lust? If thou hast grace,ame down and
we will believe it; but if thou beest such aameslave
asto sit still under the command of lust, thowdeceiv-
estthyself. Hast thou grace, and showone of it in
the condition thou art daced n? May be thou at
rich; dost thou show thy humility towards those that
are beneath thee? dost thou show a heavemind,
breathingafter heava more than eath? It may be thy
heart is puffed with thy estate, thatthou lookest on
the pooras cratures of some lowe species than
thyself, and disdainesthem, and as for heavethou
thinkest not of it. Like that wicked prince thatsaid,
He would losehis part in paradise rather than in Paris.
Art thou poor? why dost [thou] not exercise gace in
that condition? Art thou cantented, dligent? May be
instead of contention tiou repinest, canstnot see a
fair lace on thy rich broher's cbth, but grudgest it;

uncomfortable it is for a raveller n heaven's road,
above all otherto go potchingn the dark, many can
with aching heats tell thee. And what hast thou here
to mind like this? Are they woldly cares and plea-
sures? Is it wisdom to layout so much cet on thy
tenement, which thou art leaving and forget what
thou must carry with thee? Before thdruit of these
be ripe which thou at now gdanting, thysel may be
rotting in the grave. ‘Time isshort,” saith theaposte,
I Cor. 729. The world is near its port, and therefore
God hath contracted thesais of man's life; but a
while, and there will notbe apoint to choose whether
we had wivesor not, riches or ot; but there will bea
vastdifference betveen those thathad graceand those
that had not; yea, betwen those that did dive a quick

instead ofconcurring with providenceby diligence to g pg 4aD@HRL<0FJ"8:0<@H
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tradein the exercise thereofindthose that werenore
remiss. The one shall haverm‘abundantentrance into
glory,” Il Pet. 1:2; while the other shall suffer lossn

much of his lading, which shalbe castoverbard, as
merchandise that will bear no price in that heavenly

country.Yea, while thouart here others kall fare the
better by thy lively graces. Thy cheerfukss and
activity in thy heavenly coursewill help others that
travelwith thee; he § dullindeedthat will not put on,

when he sees so much metdbr God in thee who
leadestthe way. Yeathy gracewill give a chek to the

youngmen saw ne, and hidthemselvesand theaged
arose,and stood up. The princes refrained talking,
and laid their hand on their mouth,’ Job 29:8, 2 And
doth not God deserve the best service thoursst do
him in thy generation? Did he give thes grace to lay
it up in a dead stock, and none tbe the beter? or can
you say hat he is wanting to your his love and
mercy? Are they not eerin exercig for yourgood? Is
the eye of providenceever shut? No, he slumbersot
that keeps thee. Is it ne momentoff thee? No, ‘he
eyeofthe Lord is upon therighteous;’ he hathfixed it

sins ofothers, whonever standn such ave, as when for ever, andwith infinite delight pleasethhimself in

gracecomes forth and sits like a rler in the gateto be

the object. When was his ear shutgr his hard, either

seenof all that passby. The swearer knows not [that] from receivirg thy cries, or suplyingthy wants? Nay,

such majesty ipresent, wherthe Christian is meay-
mouthed, and sogoes on and fears no colourshose

doth not thy condition take up the thoughts of God?
And are theyany other than tloughts of peacevhich

gracehad it but her dagger ofeal ready, and couragehe entettains? A fav drops d this oil will keep the

to draw it forth in a wise eproof, would makesin quit
the place, ad with shame run inb its hole: ‘The

wheel in motion.
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