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SAMUEL.

INTRODUCTION,

TaE double name of these Books,
the First AND SecoNp Book oF
SaMUEL,® ag they are called in the
printed Hebrew Bible, and the
First anp S8ecoxp Book oF Kixcs,
a8 they are called in the Vulgate,
well marks the two principal fea-
tures which characterize them.
They contain the record of the
life and ministry of SauuEL, the
great Prophet and Judge of lsrael,
and they also contain the record of
the rise of the Kivapou of Israel
If again the Hooks of Samusl are
taken as forming one history with
the Books of Kings {the present
line of division between 2 Sam.
and 1 K. being an arbitrary one),
then the division into four Books
of Kings is a natural one. But if
these Books are looked upon rather
as an isolated history, then the
name of Samuel is properly affixed
to them, not only because he stands
out a¢ the great figure of that ago,
but because his administration of
the affairs of Israel was the con-
necting link, the transitional
sage, from the rule of the Judges
o the reign of the Kingg, distinct
from each, but binding the two to-
gether. :

The important place to be filled
by Samuel in the ensuing history is
seen at once in the opening chapters
of the Book which bears his name,
Further, the fact that Samuel’s

! In the Heb. MS3, the two make only
one Book of Samuel.

birth of her that had been barren
is represented in Hannah’s song as
typical of the triumphs of tho
Church and of the Kingdom of
Christ, is another indication of the
very distinguished place assighed
to SBamuel in the economy of the
0ld Testament, borne out by the
mention of him in such passages as
Pa xeix. 6; Jer. xv. 1; Actsiil 24.
Though, however, Samuel’s personal
greatness is thus apparent, it is no
less clearly marked that his place
is one not of absolute but of relative
importance. When we view the
history as a whole, the eye does not
rest upon Samuel, and stop there,
but is led on to the throne and per-
son of David as typical of the King.-
dom and Person of Christ An
incidental mark of this subordina-
tion may be seen in the fact that
the Books of Samuel are really a
continuation of the Book of Ruth;
a Baok which derived its signi-
ficance from its containing & his-
tory of David’s ancestors and gene-
alogy. Clearly, therefore, in the
mind of the sacred historian, the
personal history of Samuel was
only a link to connect Davip with
the Patriarchs, just as the subse-
quent history connects David him-
self with our Lord Jesvs CHRIST.
But a still more remarkable and
conclusive proof of the same subor-
dination may be found in the cir-
eumstance, that it is only the clos-
ing years of Saul’s reign of which
any account whatever is given in
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this Book. For after having related
a fow facts connected with the be-
ginning of Saul’s reign, the histor-
ian passes over some 20 or 30
years (Acts xiii. 21) to relate an
occurrence in the last quarter of
Saul's reign, God's rejection of Saul
from the kingdom, and His choice
of “a man after His own heart”
to be king in Saul’s room (xiii. 13,
14),

')I‘he contents of the Books of
Samuel consist mainly of three
portions, (i} the history of Samuel’s
life and judgeship from 1 S8am. L to
xii inclusive; (i) the history of
Saul's reign from xiii. 1 to xv. 35;
(iil} the history of David from xvi,
1 to the end of the second Book ;
this latter portion not being com-
pleted till 1 K. ii. 11.

The sources from which the nar-
rative is derived, were probably (1),
the Book of Jagher (2 Sam, i 18);
(2), David’s Psalms (2 8am. xxil,
xxiil}; (3), the Chronicles of king
David (1 Chr, xxvil. 24); (4), the
Book of Samuel the Seer; (5), the
Book of Nathan the Prophet ; (6),
the Book of Gad the Seer (1 Chr.
xxix. 29, 2 Chr. ix. 20); (7), the
national collection of genealogies.

Those sections which give full
details of the sayings and doings of
Samuel, are conjectured to be ex-
tracted from “ the Book of Samuel
theseer” (e.¢. L—xil), Those sections
which contain narratives inh which
Nathan bears a part(2 Sam. vit., xi.,
xil, 1 K. i ii) may be referred to
the “Book of Nathan the seer.”
Buch passages as 2 Sam. xxi, xxil
5, xxiv,, &c, are pretty certainly
from the Book of Gad the Seer.
We seem to see extracts from the
Chronicles of the kingdom in such
passages as 1 Sam. xiil 1, and xi
1-11, 15, xiv. 47-52, 2 Sam. iL
§-11, iil. 1-5, v. 4-16, viii, xx.

23-26, xxi 15-22, xxiii 8-39;
while the song of Hannah (1 Sam.
i 1-10), the elegy on the death of
Abner (2 Bam. iii 33, 34), and
the two Pralms (2 Sam. xxii,, xxiil
1--7), may, as well as the elegy on
Saul and Jonathan, be taken from
the Book of Jusher.

Tt is difficult to decide when the
final arrangement of the Books of
Samuel, in their present shape, was
made. The series of historical
books from Judges to the end of 2
Kings is formed on one plan, so that
each book is a part of a connected
whole. This would peint to the
time of Jeremiah the Prophet, as
that when the whole historical se-
ries from Judges to Kings inclusive
was woven into one work, In his
use of the work of contemporary
writers, the final compiler left out
large portions of the materials be-
fore him,*

The chief quotations and resem-
blances from the Books of Samuel
in the New Testament are® found
in the writings of St. Luke and Bt.

? .7, The whole of the beginning and
middle of Sanl’s reign 3 the omission of the
destruction of the Gibeonites (only inci-
dentally referred to in chap. xxi); the
early history of Eli (who 13 mentioned
quite suddenly in ] Sam. i, 8); the trans-
actions of Samuel’s judgeship l.&of which
only a few incidents are recorded); the
details of David’s wars with Moab snd

dom3; and many circomstances in the
reign of David of which we have a full ac-
count in the Books of Chronicles.

3 Mait. i, 6, xii. 3, 4; Markii. 25, 26;
Laile §. 32, 33, 46, 47, 48, 65, vi. 3, 4;
Acte . 30, iil. 24, vii. 46, xiil, 20-23;
Rom. xi. 1,2; 2 Cor, vi. 18; Heb, i. 5;
Rev. xix. 9, xxi. §, 7, xxii. 6, Thereis
also aremarkable similarity in the phrase«
ology of such passag%s a8 1 8am, i, 17, xx.
42, "and Luke vii. 50, viii, 483 1 Sam, ii.
1, and Luke i. 46, 47; 1 Sam. ii. 26, and
Luke ii. 52 ; 1 Sam. xiv, 45 ; 2 Sam. xiv.
11, and Luke xxi, 18; Acts xxvii. 34; 1
Sam, xxv. 32, and Luke i. 68; 2 Sam., i.
16, and Acts xviil. 6; 2B8am. xiv, 17, and
(al, iv. 14; 2 SBam. xvi, 10, and Matt.
viii, 20; Luke viii. 28,
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Paul. The title THE CHRIST (¢ the
anointed”), given to the Lord Jegus
{Matt. i 16, ii. 4, xvi 16; Luke
1. 26; Johni 20, 4], xx. 31; Acts
il 30), is first found in 1 Sam. il
10; and the other designation of
the Saviour as the Sow oF Davip
{Matt, ix. 27, xv. 22, xxi 9, 15,
xxil 42), iz derived from 2 Sam.
vii, 12--16.

In these books are passageswhich
oceur in duplicate elsewhere, chiefly
in the Books of Chronicles and
Psalms ; and a careful comparison
of these duplicate passages throws
great light upon the menmer in
which the sacred historians used
existing materials, incorporating
them word for word, or slightly
altering them for the sake of expla-
nation, as seemed most expedient
to them. It illustrates also the
exrors and fluetuations of scribes in
transeribing MS8S., especially in
regard to proper names.

For these duplicate passages, and
also on the chief quotations from
other bocks in the Old Testament,
consult the marginal referénces.

The style of the Books of Samuel
is clear, simple, and forcible, and
the Hebrew remarkably pure and
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free from Chaldaisms. The chief
difficiilties are the geographieal
statements of 1 Sam. ix., x., the
very difficult poem in 2 Sam.
xxiii. 1--7, and the account of the
mighty men which follows it, 8-39.
There are also some manifest cor-
ruptions of the text;' but contradic-
tions or disagreements of any kind
in the statements of the Books of
Samuel, as compared with each
other, or with the Books of Chro-
nicles, do not exist.

The time included in the history
of these Books cannob be exactly
defined, from the lack of any syste-
matic chronology in them. But it
may be estimated roughly at about
130 years, made up of the follow-
ing subdivisions, the precise length
of the first of which is a matter of
conjecture :—

Years,
The life of Samuel up to Saul’s
election to be king (1 Sam. viii.
1, 5), say . . . . .k
Saul's reign (Acts xifi. 21) . . 40
David’s reign (2 Sam. v. 4j . . 40

130

! e.g.1Sam. xiii. 1; 1 8am, vi. 12 ; 28am.
xv. 7; 2 Sam. xxi, 8; 2 Sam, xxiii. 8; of
the other mighty men in the same list;
the names Jshbi-benob and Jaare-oregin, 2
Sam. xxi. 16, 19,




THE FIRST BOOK

OF

SAMUE L,

OTHERWISE CALLEY, THE FIRST BOOX OF THE KINGS.

Crar. 1. NOW there wns o certain man of Ramathaim-zophim, of

o1 Chr. 6.
27, 34
& Ruth 1. 2.

mount Kphraim, and his name was *Elkanah, the son of Je-
roham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, *an

2 Ephrathite : and he had two wives; the name of the one was
Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah : and Peninnah
3 had children, but Hannah had no children. €] And this man.went

¢ Ex, 23. 14.
Deut, 16, 16,
Luke 2, 41.
d Dout. 18,
5. 8,7

¢ Jogh. 18. L.
Judg, 21.19,
J Deut. 12,
17, 18,

& 16, 11,

4 Phinehas, the

U Heb. from yetr to year,

up out of his city !yearly ?to worship and to sacrifice unto the
LorD of hosts in *Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and
riests of the LORD, were there.
time was that Elkanah foffered, he gave to Peninnabh his wife,
5and to all her sons and her daughters,
Hannsh he gove 2a worthy portion; for

And when the

ortions: but unto
o loved Hanngh:

# Or, a donble portion,

I 1. Remathaim-zophim may signify ‘‘ the
two hills (ix. 11-13) of the watchmen,” so
called from its heing & post from which the
watchmen looked out. But since Zuph is
the name of the head of the family, it is
more probable that Zophim means the
Zuphites, the sons of Zuph (see Zophai, 1
Chr. vi. 26), from whom the land about
Ramah waa called * the land of Zuph,” ix. b.

There ia reason to believe that Elkanah

—an Ephrathite, or inhabitant of Bethle-

hem {xvii. 12, Ruth i. 2} and of the territory th

of the tribe of Ephraim (1 K. xi. 26)—the
father of Samuel, repreaents the fifth genera-
tion of settlers in Canaan, and theérefore that
Samuel was born about 130 years after the
entrance into Canaan,—four complete gene-
rations, or 132 years,—and about forty years
before David,

2. he had two wives] Cp. Gen. iv. 19. This
was permitted by the law (Deut. xxi,
15), and sanctioned by the gmctice of
Jacob {Gen. xxix.), Ashur (1 Chr. iv, 5},
Shaharaim (1 Chr, viii. 8), David (1 Sam.
xxv, 43), Joash {2 Chr, xxiv. 3), and others.

Hanrnah, i.e. Beauty or charm, is the same
a8 Anrna (Luke ii, 36), Peninnah, ie. &
Pearl, is the same name in signification as
Margaret.

The frequent recurrence of the mention
of barrenness in those women who were
afterwards famous through their progeny (a8
Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel) coupled with the
prophetic language of Hannsah’s song in
the 2nd chapter, justifies uz in seeking a
mystical sense, Besides the apparent pur-
pose of marking the children so born as
raised up for special purposes by Divine
Providence, the weakness and comparative
barrenness of the Church of God, to be fol-

lowed at the set time by her glorious
;rium&:h and immense increage, is probably
intended to be foreshadowed.

3, It is likely that during the unsettled
times of the Judges (Judg., xxi. 23) the
attendance of lsraelites at the three Fes-
tivals (Ex. xxxiv, 23, Deut. xvi. 16) fell into
desuetude or great irregularity, and this one
feast (see marg. ref.), which may have
coincided with the Fenst of Pentecost or
Tabernacles, may have been substituted for

em.
the Lorn of Hosts] This title of Jehovah
which, with sume variations, is found up-
wards of 260 times in the Q. 'i‘., ocours hers
for the first time, The meaning of the
word Aosts is doubtless the same as that of
army {Dan, iv, 353) and includes all the
myriads of holy Angels who people the
celestial sﬁhems (L K. xxii, 19}. It is pro-
bably with reference to the idolatrous wor-
ship of the Host of Heaven that the title
the Lord of Hosts was given to the true
God, as asserting His universal supremacy
{see Neh. ix. 6}, In the N, T. the phrase
only oceurs once {Jam. v. 4),

and the two sone, &c.] It should be, “ and
there the two sons of Eli, Hofohni and
Phinehas, were priests to the Lord,” i.e
perfurmec{ the functions of priests, in the
old age of Eli {iv, 18), who is represented -
v, 9) as sitting on s seat in the temple.

e reading of the Greek Version ‘' Eli was
there, and his two sons, H. and Ph., pgests
of the LorD,” is quite unnecessary, and in-
deed destroys the sense. The information
here given concerning the suns of Eli is
followed up in ii. 12, seq.

B, aworthy portion] Probably asin the mar-
gin. Naturally she would have had a single
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8 ?but the LoRD had shut up her womb. And her adversary also
Y provoked her sore, for to make her fret, because the LorD had

r Gen, 30, 2.
& Job24, 21,

7 shut up her womb. And as he did so year by year, *3when she
went up to the house of the LoRD, so she provoked her; there-
8 fore she wept, and did not eat. Then said Elkanah her husband
to her, Hannah, why weepest thou ? and why eatest thou not? and

why is thy heart grieved ? em not I *better to thee than ten sons ?
after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after
had drunk, Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a- post
tAnd she was 4in bitterness of

9 980 Hannah rose up
thelr
10 of *the temple of the Loxrp,

1t soul, and prayed unto the Lomp, and wept sore.
myowed a vow, and said, O LoRD of hosts, if thou wilt indeed
tlpok on the affliction of thine handmuid, and °remember me, °
and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine hand-
ive him unto the Lonp all the
no razor come upon his head.
3, a6 she ®continued praying before the
13 Lowp, that Eli marked her mouth. Now Hoannah, she spake in Judg,

maid a man child, then I will
days of his life, and ?there sha
12 TAnd it came to

! Roth 4. 15.

% ch, 3. 3.
FJob 7.1
&10. 1.

= Gen.28.20,

And she

her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard:
14 therefore Eli thought she had beer drunken. And Eli said unto
her, How long wilt thou be drunken P put away thy wine from

15 thee,

And Hannah answered and ssid, No, my lord, I em o

woman "of a sorrowful spirit: I bave drunk neither wine nor

strong drink, but have Ypoured out my soul beforo the Lorp.
16 Count not thine handmaid for o daugi

of the abundance of my Scomplaint and grief have I
17 hitherto. Then Eli answared and said, #*Go in peace’: an

Goid of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast asked of
And she said, *Let thine handmaid find grace in thy
So the woman *went her way, and did eat, and her
fTAnd they rose up in the
mornicg early, and worshipped before the LoRD, and returned,

18 him,
sight.
19 countenance was no more sad.

! Heb. angered her.
% Or, from the time that
e, do. 17. 8

5 Heb. seed of met.

3 Heb, from her going np.
+ Heb, bitter gf soul, 2 Sam,

1i T
T . y Do
ter of rBelial: for out A e
L} dg. 18,6,
* Judg. 18,
Mark 5. 34
Luke 7. 50,

& 8, 48,

P, 20, 4,5,
* (36n.33.15,
Ruth 2, 13.
¢ Ecclea.0.?,

oken
tthe

¢ Heb. multiplied fo pray,
7 Heb. hard of apirit,
8 Or, medifctron,

portion of the sacrifice (cp. Ix. 23), but because
of hislove toher he gave hera donble portion,
enough for two people (cp. Gen. xliii. 34).

T. dnd as he did s, &c.] It should rather
be * And so she did yesr by year, as often
as she went up to the House of the Loxd,
80 she provoked her.” Though the verb is
masculine, Peninnah must be the subject,
because as ofter as SHE went up follows, The
Vulgate has ‘' they went up.”

drunk,” which is obviously right. Hannah,
in the bitterness of her ;?irit, eould not
enjoy her feast, and so, after eating and
drmiing a little, the arose and went to the
temple, leaving her husband and Peninnah
and her children at table, where she still
found them on her return (v. 18).

wpon & scat, &c.] Rather, “upon the
throne,” the pontifical chair of state (iv.
18), which was probably set at the gate
leaqieng into the inner court of the Taber-
nacle,

the temple of the Lonrp] The application of
the word femple to the Tabernacle is found
only here, iii. 8, and Ps. v. 7: and the use
of this word here ‘is thonght by some an in-
dfietag:_ion of the late date of the composition
of this ge. )

11, Vows are characteriatic of this par-
ticular age of the Judgea. (Cp., Judg, xi.
30, xxi. 5; 1 Sam. xiv. 24.) For the law of
vows in the case of married women, see
Num. xxx. 6-16; and for the nature of the
vow, see marg. reff.

14, See . 2 and note. She means that
wine was not the cause of her present dis-
composure, but grief of heart.

18, A heautiful example of the com-
posing influence of prayer. h had
castnﬁer Dburden upon the Lord, and so her
own spirit was relieved of its load. She
now returned to the family feast, and ate.
her portion with a cheerful heart, (Aecta ii.

48, 47.)
'he word ead is not in the Hebrew text,
but it fairly supplies the meaning intended.
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v Gen. 4. 1.
& Gen, 30,
22,

and came to their house to Ramah: and Dlkanah *knew
20 Hannah his-wife ;- and #the LorRD remembered her.
it cnme to pass, *when the time was come about after Hannah

Wheretore

had conceived, that she bare a s=on, and called his name
2Samuel,. saying, Because I have asked him of the Y.onb.

avyer, &

21 9 And the man FElkanah, and all his house, “went up to offor
22 unto the LorD the yearly sacrifice, and his vow.

But Hannah

went not up; for she sald unto her husband, I will not go up

b Luke 2. 22,

until the child be weaned, and then T will *bring him, that he

e L 5 23 may appear before the LorD, and there ¢abide 4for ever. And
£3 1. """ ¢Elkanah her husband said unto her, Do what seemeth thee
4 Bx, 2L, 6, good ; tarry until thou have weaned him; fonly the T.omm
}?gﬂt‘%f‘ establish his word. So the woman abode, and gave her som
23, 24 suck until she weaned him. ¥ And when she had weaned him,
§ Deut. 12 she #took him up with her, with three bullocks, and one ephah

of flour, and a bottle of wine, and brought him unto the house
25 of the Lorp in Shiloh: s
26 slew o bullock, and {brought the child to Eli. And she saul, (

and the child was young. And they

¥ Luke 2. 22

b Gon, 42, my lord, *az thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman thaf

lﬁi{in a5 27 stood by thee here, praying unto the LokrD, !For this child 1

THMAL 77 prayed ; and the LorD hath given me my petition which I agked

wver. 11.22, 28 of him : #therefore also 1 have ®lent him to the LorD; as long

e a3 he liveth *he shall be lent to the Loep. And he »worshipped
T the LoxrD there.

«Phil, 4.6, Cmap, 3, AND Hannah ¢prayed, and said,

1 5ge Luka b My heart rejoiceth in the Loxrb,

<Ps. .10, ¢Mine horn is exalted in the Lonn :

o My mouth is enlarged over mine enemies ;

PRt oty Beeause T 4rejoice 1 thy salvation,

10. 2 ¢ T'here is none holy as the Lorb -

. 15. 11 For there 1 fnone beside thee:

Ps. 68, 9, Neither ¢z there any rock like our God.

{Dent. +.35. 3 'Talk no more so exceeding proudly ;

§§“’-‘“- 2 #Let not S arrogancy come out of your mouth ;

¢ Ps. 04 4 For tho LoRrD is a God of knowledge,

Mot Sl And by him actions are weighed.

1 Heb. iz revolution of days,
3 That is, dsked of God.
2 Or, returned bim, whom I

have obfained b Fiti
fo the Lonp. Y pention,
2 0v, ke whom T Aave obs

fained by petition shall
e returned,
5 Heb. kard.

20, Samuel] ie. heard of God, because
given in answer to prayer. The names
JTshmael and Elishama have the same ety-

mology.

22 until the child be weaned] Hehrew
mothers, as elsewhere in the East, usually
suckled their children till the age of two
complete years, sometimes till the age of
th;eée. "

- a3 thy soul liveth] This oath is peculiar
to the Books of Sn,mu]el, in which_it oecurs
#ix times, and to the Books of Kings, in
which however it is found only once,” See
note to v, 11,

I1. 1. The song of Hannah is a prophetic
Psalm. It is poetry, and it is prophecy.
Tt takes its place by the side of the songs of
Miriam, Deborah, and the Virgin Mary, as
well as those of Moses, David, Hezekish, and
other Pasalmists and Prophets whose inspired

odes have been preserved in the Bible. The
peculiar feature which these songs have in
enmmon is, that springing from, and in
their first coneeption relating to, incidents
in the lives of the individuals who composed
them, they hranch out into magnificent «le-
scriptions of the Kingdom and glory of
Christ, and the trinmphs of the Church, of
which those incidents were providentially
desiomed to be the types. The perception
of this is essential to the understanding of
Hannah’s song.  Cp. the maxg. reff. through-
out.

2. any rock, &c.] The term rock as ap-
nlied tn God is first found in the song of
Moses (zee Deunt. xxxii. 4 note}, where the
juxtaposition of rock and salvation in 2. 1B,
ke lightly eatermed the vock of Rz sufration,
seems to indicate that Hannah was see
quainted with the song of Moses.
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4  »The bows of the mighty men are broken,

» Ps. 87, 15,
And they that stumbled are girded with strength.
3 # They that were tull have hired out themselves for bread ; { Ps. 34,10,
And they {hat were hungry ceased : See ver. 36.
So that ¥the barren hath born seven ; Cope 18, 0
And ‘she that hath many children is waxed feeble i Tsni. 54. 1,
6  ®The Logn killeth, and maketh alive : do .
He bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. ®w
7 The Lorn *maketh poor, and maketh righ : %fb 5.18.
°He bringeth low, and, lifteth up. ‘ ~ Deat, 6.16.
8  PHe raiseth up the poor out of the dust, ° Ps. 75. 7.
And lifteth up the beggar from tho dunghill, P Pe 1137,
¢To set themn among princes, Dan. 4. 17,
And to make them inherit the throne of glory: Lake 1. 52,
For ~the pillars of the earth are the Lorp's, P30 by
And he hath set the world upon them. Pa. 24 2,
9  *He will keep the feet of his saints, :'H:;:-l}i *
And the wicked shall be silent in darlness; &121.3.
For by tstrength shall no man prevail. aoch. 3. 6.
10 The adversaries of the LorD shall be broken to pieces ; ohy '7.121'0?'
#Qut of heaven shall he thunder upon them: Pa. 18.13.
#The Lorp shall judge the ends of the earth; *Ps. 96,13
And he shall give strength unto his king,
And ¥exalt the horn of his anointed. ¥ Ps. 80.24,
11 fAnd Elkansh went fo Ramah to his house. *And the child * ver-1a,
12 did minister unto the Lorp before Eli the priest. 4 Now the %1
gons of Bl were @sons of Belial; Ythey knew not the LORD. opeusiais.
13 And the priest's custom with the people was, #hct, when any ° Judg.2 10,
man offered sacrifice, the priest’s servant came, while the flesh Jer = 12%'

14 was in seething, with & fleshhook of three teeth in his hand; and

he struck 4 into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; all that

the fleshhook brought up the priest took for himself.
15 did in Shiloh unto all the Israelites that came thither.
before they ¢burnt the fat, the priest’s servant came, and said to
the man that sacrificed, Give flesh to roast for the priest; for he

So they

Also
¢Lov, 8. 3,
4,5, 1

16 will not have sodden flesh of thee, but raw. And {f any man

5. Hee an instance in #, 36. See, too, in
Ezek. xiii. 19, another example of hire paid
in bread.

ceased] 7.e. were at rest, did ne work. The
general sense is expressed by the translation
of the Latin Version, ‘‘ they were filled.”

10, he shall give sirength, &ec.] This is a
most remarkable passage, containing » clear
and distinet &rophecry of the Kingdom and
%ory of the Christ of God. (Cp. Lukei. 69,

1, The word minister i3 used in three
senses in Beripture : {1) of the service or
ministration of both priests and Levites
rendered unto the Lord (Ex. xxviii. 35, 43):
{2) of the ministrations of the Levites as
rendered to the priests, to aid them in
Divine Service (Num. iii. 6} : {3) of any
service or ministration, especially one
rendered to a man of God, as that of Joshua
to Moses {Num. xi. 28). The application
of it to Samuel as ministering to the Lord

before El the priest accords most exactly
with Samuel's condition as a Levite,

12. sons of Belial] See marg. reff. note.
The phrase is very frequent in the books
of Samuel. In the N, T., St. Paul con-
trasts Christ and Belial, as if Belial were
the name of an idol or the persanification
of evil (2 Cor, vi, 15}, This probably led
to the use of the term Belial in the A, V.,
instead of expressing its meaning, which is
mischief, wickediess,

18, The Law of Moees defined exactly
what was to be the priest’s portion of every
peace offering (Lev, vii, 31-55), as it also
gave express directions about the burning
of the fat (ib, 23-25, 31). Tt was therefore
a gross act of disobedience and lawlessnesy
on the part of Hophni and Phinehas to
take more than the Law gave them. Tn-
cidental evidence is afforded by this pas-

e to the existence of the Levitical Law at
thig time,
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said unto him, Tet them not fail to burn the fat ! presently, and
then take as much as thy soul desireth; then he would answer
him, Nuy; but thou shalt give i me now: and if not, I will

17 take ¢ by force.

‘Wherefore the sin of the i‘oung men was very

o Gen. 6. 11 t dbefore the Lorp : for men cabho the offering of the
pMul. %8 18 Lorp. 9/But Samuel ministered before the Loxp, being o
vie za.6, 19 child, 7girded with o linen ephod. Moreover his mother made
2Bam.6.14  him & ﬁlttle coat, and bmuiht it to him from year to year,
hch. 1.9, when she *came wup with her husbund to offer the yearly
1Gen. 14,10, 20 sacrifice. And EL *blessed Elkanah and his wife, and said,
The LoD give thee seed of this woman for the 2loan which ig
% ch, 1. 28, *lent to the L.omD. And they went unto their own home.
tgen.21.1, 21 And the LorD !visited Hannah, s¢ that she conceived, and
bare three sons and two daughters. And the child Samuel
= Gen. 21.8, 22 ®grew before the LorD. 9 Now Eli was very old, and heard all
R that his sons did unto all Jarael; and how they lay with #the
&2 40, women that 3assembled ¢ the door of the tabernacle of the
*BeoEx, 23 congregation. And he said unto them, Why do ye such
3.8 things ® for ‘I hear of your evil dealings by all this people.
24 Nay, my sons; for 4 4 no good report that I hear: ye make the
25 LogD's people *to transgress. If one man sin against ancther,
o Numz, 15.30. the judge shall judge him: but if a man ?sin ageinst the Loxrp,
h who shall intreat for him? Notwithstanding they hearkened
Plosh At 2 not unto the voice of their father, Pbecauso the Lorp would
1 Hob. as on the day. * Holb. oesembled by troops.  * Or, I hear esil words of

2 Or, ition which she you,

aaked, 4o, ¥ Or, focry ont,

19, the ¢ffering of the Lonrn] Mizcheh,
here in the lgenera.l sense of gift or affering to
God (ep. Mal. i. 10, 11, ifi. 3). In its re-
stricted sense, it is used of the meat offerings,
the unbloody sacrifices, and is then coupled
with bloody sacrifices, sacrifices of slain
bensts. (See v. 29.)

18, givded with a lnen cphod} This was
the usual dress of the priests. It does not
appear whether TLevites wore an ephod

operly. Pussibly it was a mark of
Eramuel’s special dedication to the Lord’s
service that he wore one. (See marg. ref.).
‘I'he ephod was sometimes nsed as an idola-
trous implement {Judg. viii. 27).

19, a iittle coat] The robe of the ephod
was also one of the garments worn by the
High Prieat (ses Ex. xxviii. 31 note). This
pointed mention ‘of the ephod and the robe
a8 worn by the youthful Samuel, scems to
point to an extraordinary and irregular
priesthood to which he was.called by God
in an age when the provisions of the Leviti-
enl law were not yet in full operation, and
in which there was no impropriety in the
eyes of his contemporaries, seeing that non-
conformity to_the whole Taw was the rule
rather than the exception throughout the
days of the Judges,

21, See marg, reff. .The words before the
YLord have special reference to his residen
ab the Tabernacle, :

22, women that aesembled] Or, ‘* served.”
See marg. ref. snd note.  Probably such

service a8 consisted in doing certain work

for the fabric of the Tabernacle as women

are wont to do, spinning, knitting, em-

Ex;ideﬁng, mending, washing, and such
e

25. The gense seems to be, If one man
sin against another, the judge shall amerce
him in the due penalty, and then he shall
be free ; but if ke sin against the Lord, who
ghall act the part of judge and arbiter for
him? His guilt must remain to the greut
day of judgment.

becauge the LorD would slay them] There
i3 & sense in which whatever comes to paas
is the accomplishment of God’s sovereign
will and plessure, and all the previous
stepe, even when they involve moral causes,
by which this will and pleasure are brought
about, are in this sense also brought about
by God. How this truth, which resson
and revelation alike acknowledge, consists
with man’s free will on the one hand; or,
when the evil deeds and punishment of a
sinner are some of the previous steps, with
God’s infinite mercy and love on the other,
is what cannot possibly be explained. We
can only firmly believe both statements,
{1) that God hath no pleasure in the death
of him that dieth, and that He willeth not
thie death of a sinner, but rather that he
should be converted and live; (2) that the
sins and the punishmenta of sin are accom-
plishments of God’s eternal pu (ep.
mary. reff,, and Isal, vi, 9, 10; vl iv,
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26 slay them. 9[And the child Samuel ¢
" 27 favour both with the Lorp, and also wi
came a man of God unto Eli, and said unto him, Thus saith the
Lomo, Did I plainly appear unto the house of thy father, when
haraoh’s house ?
him out of all the tribes of Israsl fe be my priest, to offer upon
mine altar, to burn incense, to wear an ephod before me? and
*did I give unto the house of thy father all the offerings made
29 by fire of the children of Israel? Wherefore *kick

) t in

28 they were in

on, and was Tin
men. T*And there

And did I %choose

e at my

sacrifice and at mine offering, which I have commanded in .my s—1q,

shabitation ; and honourest th
selves fat with the chiefest ogy

enem’
Israel
33 ever.

the

10r, the affiction
the

tabernacle, for al

sons above me, fo make your-
all the offerin
30 people? Wherefors the LorD God of Isreel saith, 4T aaid indeed &
that thy housa, and the house of thy father, should walk before
me for ever: but now the Lowp saith, *Be it far from me; for
them that honour me ¢I will honour, and 4they thot despise me
31 ghall be lightly esteemed. Behold, *the days come, that I will
cut off thine grm, and the arm of thy father's house, that there
32 shall not be an old man in thine house. And thou shalt see 'an &
#r my habitation, in all the weuith which God shall give
: and there shall not be 7an old man in thine house for
And the man of thine, whom I shall not cut off from

of Israel my

7 Bee Zech.
8, 4.
18am, 22,18,

wealth whick God wonld
Rave given Terael.

12; Rom, ix, 15}. It may he explained
by saying that in the case of Hophni
and Phinehas God’s will to u]:;{ them waa
founded upon His foreknowledge of their
impenitence ; while from another point of
view, in which God’s will is the fixed point,
that impenitence may be viewed in ita rela-
tion to that fixed point, and so dependent
upon it, and & necessary step to it.

26. And the child Samuel, &c.] The ac-
count of our Lord’s growth {Luke ii. 62)
is very similar; “ And Jesus increased in
wisdom and stature, and in favour with
God and man.” ‘The literal version of the

before us is, ‘‘’The child Samuel
advanced and grew and was good {or accept-
able}, both with the Lord, and also with men.”

7. a man of God}l See Judg. xiii. 6 note,
The sudden appearance of the only prophet
of whom mention is made since l,,[)ebnrah,
without name, or any notice of his country,

is remarkable.
28, an The High Priest’s ephod,
in which was Urim and 'l'fhummim.

did I ¢ive, &c.] The bountiful provision
made by God for His priests is mentioned
a3 the great aggravation of the covetonsness
of Eli's sone (cp. 2 Sam. xii, 7-9).

20, Wherefore kick we] See marg. ref.
The well-fed beast becomes unmanageable
and refractory, and refuses the yoke, and
bursts the bonds {Jer. v. 3). So the priests,
instéad of being grateful for the provision
made for them, in their pampered pride
became dissatisfied, wantonly broke the
laws of (od which regulated their share of
the offerings, and gave themselves up to an

WOTTTT,

.

unbridled indulgence of their passions and
their covetousness,

honourest thy sons above me] What re-
strained Eli from taking vigorous action
to vindicate God’s honour, was his unwil-
{ingness to lose for his sons the lucrative
office of the priesthood. He was willing to
rebuke them, he was grieved at their mis-
deeds, but he was not willing to give up the
wealth and plenty which flowed into his
house from the offerings of Israel.

30. be it for from me] The phrase so ren-
dered is a fovourite one in the Books of
Samuel, where it occurs ten or eleven times,
Tt is variously rendered in the A. V., God
Jorbid, omd Be it far from me, thee, &e. Lit.,
Be it an aboimination to me.

81, Tl cut of thine arm, &e.] A stmnﬁ
phrase for breaking down the strength an

ower, of which the arm is the instrument
n man (cp. Zech, xi, 17). See ». 83.

52, The original text iz rather obscura
and difficult of eonstruction, but the A. V.
probably gives the sense of it. The marg.
gives another meaning. .

in ol the weaith, &c.} The allusion is par-
ticularly to Solomon’s reign when Zadok
‘was made priest instead ol A.biatbar, 1K.
ii. 26, 27. (See 1 K. iv. 20, seq.] The
enormous number of sacrifices then offered
must have been a great source of wealth to
the priests (1 XK. viii. 63v66}.

83. The meaning is explained by ©. 36
Those who are not cut off in the flower of
their youth shall be worse off than those
who are, for they shall have to beg their
bread. ({Cp. Jer. xxii. 10,)






