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ToE first part of this volume is translated by the Rev.
James M‘LEaN, Kirkwall, and the second, by the Rev.
GEeorGE M‘CRIE, Clola. The annotations have been drawn
up by the REv. JamMEs ANDERSON, to whom the gencral
editorship of the work has been intrusted.

From the copiousness of CALVIN'S COMMENTARIES ON THE
Psarms, it has been found impracticable to complete the
Work in less than Five Volumes; and to do justice to this
valuable portion of his labours, it is of importance that it
should not be hurried through the press. The Subscribers
are, however, respectfully informed, that there will be no un-
necessary delay, and that the whole is expected to be com-
pleted within the course of two years.

EpiNeurcH, June 1st, 18486.
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PSALM XXXVIL

AvwmosT all interpreters agree in supposing, that in this psalm David in
general expresses his wonder and amazement at the goodness of God,
because, in the exercise of his favour and mercy, he bears with the
wicked, who, notwithstanding, basely contomn him. The opinion which
I have formed is somewhat different. I think that the holy prophet,
being grievously troubled and barassed by wicked and ungodly men,
first complains of their depravity, and then seeks refugein the infinite
goodness of God, which extends not only to all men in general, but in
a particular and special manner to his own children ; and this he does
in order to console, and, so to speak, take his breath, in the assurance
that he shall at length be delivered since God is favourable to him,
This i3 evident from the conclusion of the psalm, in which he arms
and fortifies himself against all the assanlts of the ungodly, by reflecting
that he is safe under the protection of God.

¥ To the chief musician. A Psalm of David, the servant of Jehovah,

‘Why the appellation, the servant of God, is ascribed to David only in
this place and in the eighteenth psalm, rather than elsewhere, cannot
positively be ascertained, unless that having been victorious in a conflict,
of all others the most difficult, he proved himself to be a valiant warrior
and an invincible champion in the sight of God. We know how rare
and gingular & virtue it is, when ungodliness is prevailing without re-
straint, and when the shade of its obscurity darkens our spiritwal vision,
to lock up, notwithstanding, by the eye of faith, to the providence of
Ged, which, by disposing our minds to patience, may keep us constantly
in the fear of God.



2 COMMENTARY UPOXN PSALM XXXVI.

1. Ungodliness saith to the wicked in the midst of my heart,
There is no fear of God before his eyes.

2. Forhe jflattereth himself in his own eyes, until his iniquity
be found to be hatefull

3. The words of his mouth are iniquity® and deceit ; he hath
left off to understand that he may do good.

4, He meditates [or devises] iniquity upon hiz bed ; he setteth
himself in a way that i¢ not good ; and abhorreth not evil.

1. Ungodliness saith to the wicked_in the midst of my heart,
Commentators are not agreed as to the interpretation of the
first verse. Literally it is, The saying [or speech] of trans-
gression, or rather, Transgression saith to the wicked. As,
howerver, the letter ‘7, lamed, is In Hebrew sometimes used
for 1 min, some translate it thus, Ungodliness or transgres-
sion speaketh of the wicked in my heart; as if the prophet had
said, I clearly perceive from the wickedness which the un-
godly commit, that they are not influenced by the fear of
God. Dut as there iz no need to depart from the proper
signification of the words, I rather agree with others in sup-
posing that the language of the prophet is to this effect: The
malice of the wicked, though seemingly bidden and unknown,
speaks aloud in my beart, and I am a sure witness of what it
says or suggests.

And, first, it is to be observed, that the prophet speaks not
of outward faults, but penetrates even to the very source; as
if he had said, Although the wicked cloak their malice with
wily dissimulation, vet I know it so well that T seem to hear it
speaking. Tt is indeed true, that as the ungodly and profane
rush headlong into every kind of wickedness, as if they were
never to be called to render up an account of it, the judg-
ment which David here expresses may be formed even from
their life ; but his language is much more emphatic when he
s ays, that the servants of God openly perceive the depravity
of such persons hidden within the heart. Now David does
not speak of the wicked generally, but of the abandoned

1 ¢ (est, tant que chacun commence & avoir en haine Iiniquite diceluy.”

—Fr. marg. * That iz, so that every cne hegins to hate his iniquity.”
2 ¢t Mensonge."—Fr. * Falschood.”






