Calvin’s Commentaries
22-Volume Set
ISBN: 0-8010-2440-4

Originally printed for the
Calvin Translation Society
Edinburgh, Scotland

Reprinted 1993 by
Baker Book House Company
P.O. Box 6287, Grand Rapids, MI 49516-6287

Printed in the United States of America



COMMENTARIES

ON

THE BOOK OF JOSHUA

BY JOHN CALVIN

TRANSLATED FROM THE ORIGINAL LATIN, AND COLLATED WITH
THE FRENCH EDITION,

BY HENRY BEVERIDGE, ESQ

). |
DI

BAKER BOOK HOUSE
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49516



THE CALVIN TRANSLATION SOCIETY,

INSTITUTED IN MAY M.DCCC.XLIIIL,

FOR THE PUBLICATION OF TRANSLATIONS OF THE WORKS OF
JOHN CALVIN,



COMMENTARIES

THE BOOK OF JOSHUA



TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.

Tue ComMENTARY ON JosHuA was the last literary labour
of its venerable Author. When he engaged in it, his consti-
tution, which had never been strong, was completely worn out
by excessive exertion, and almost every line of it must have
been dictated to his amanuensis during momentary intervals
of relief from severe bodily pain. On this point we possess
authentic documents which leave no room for doubt.

In a letter dated 30th November 1563, not quite six
months before his death, after alluding to the difficulty he
felt in continuing his studies, while both mind and body
were exhausted by sickness, he states that he had under-
taken a Commentary on Joshua, in compliance with the
wishes of his friends, but had not then been able to advance
beyond the third Chapter, though he had endeavoured to
be as brief as possible.

Little more than two months after this letter was written,
on 6th February 1564, he made his appearance in the
pulpit for the last time ; and on 10th March following,
the complication of diseases which too plainly indicated
that his earthly career was about to close, had become so
alarming as to cause an entry in the Register of Geneva in
the following terms :—* Arrété que chacun prie Dieu pour
la santé de M. CaLviN, qui est indisposé depuis longtemps,
et méme en danger de mort:”— Decreed that every one
pray to God for the health of Mr. CaLviy, who has been in-
disposed for a long time, and even in danger of death.”

Such are the circumstances in which this Commentary
was composed, and it is impossible, in reflecting on them,
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not to admire the indomitable energy which CaArLvin dis-
played in proceeding with his task, and in meeting the
remonstrances of those who would have withdrawn him from
it, with the heroic exclamation, “ Would you that the Lord,
when He comes, should find me idle!”

A Work written at such a time, and in such a spirit,
might justly claim exemption from criticism; but it has no
need of indulgence, and can well afford to be judged by its
own intrinsic merits. Viewed merely as an intellectual
effort, it displays all the excellencies which characterize the
other Commentaries of its distinguished Author: viewed in
a higher and better light, it is his dying bequest to the
Church—a solemn ratification of the whole System of Doec-
trine which he had so long, so earnestly, and so successfully
promulgated.

H. B.
December 30, 1854,
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CALVIN'S
ARGUMENT OF THE BOOK OF JOSHUA.

As to the aurHOR of this Book, it is better to suspend
our judgment than to make random assertions. Those who
think that it was JosHua, because his name stands on the
title page, rest on weak and insufficient grounds. The name
of SAMUEL is inscribed on a part of the Sacred History con-
taining a narrative of events which happened after his death;
and there cannot be a doubt that the book which imme-
diately follows the present is called JupeEs, not because it
was written by them, but because it recounts their exploits.
Josuva died before the taking of Hebron and Debir, and
yet an account of it is given in the 15th chapter of the
present Book. The probability is, that a summary of events
was framed by the high priest ELEazAR, and furnished the
materials out of which the Book of Josnua was composed.
It was a proper part of the high priest’s duty not only to
give oral instruction to the people of his own time, but to
furnish posterity with a record of the goodness of God in
preserving the Church, and thus provide for the advance-
ment of true religion. And before the Levites became
degenerate, their order included a class of scribes or notaries
who embodied in a perpetual register everything in the history
of the Church which was worthy of being recorded. Let us
not hesitate. therefore, to pass over a matter which we are
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unable to determine, or the knowledge of which is not very
necessary, while we are in no doubt as to the essential poin
—that the doctrine herein contained was dictated by the
Holy Spirit for our use, and confers benefits of no ordinary
kind on those who attentively peruse it.’

Although the people had already gained signal victories,
and become the occupants of a commodious and tolerably
fertile tract of country, the Divine promise as to the land of
Canaan still remained suspended. Nay, the leading article
in the Covenant was unaccomplished, as if God, after coop-
ing up his people in a corner, had left his work in a shapeless

! This practical conclusion, which is indeed the only one of real import-
ance, is founded partly on the general consent of the Church, evinced by
the place which the Book of Joshua has always held in the Sacred Canon,
and partly on the strong sanction given to it by the direct or indirect
references and quotations of the other inspired writers both of the Old
and the New Testament, ¢.g., 1 Kings xvi. 84 ; Psalms xliv.; lxviii. 12-14;
Ixxviii, 54, 553 exiv. 4,5; Hab. iil. 11; Acts vii. 45; Heb. iv. 8; xi. 30,
31; xiil. 5; and James ii. 25. The authorship, however, is so uncertain,
that there is scarcely a writer of eminence from the period of the history
itself down to the time of Ezra, for whom the honour has not been claimed.
Among others may be mentioned Phinehas, Samuel, and Isaiah. The
obvious inference 1s, that the question of authorship is one of those des-
tined only to be agitated but never satisfactorily determined. The opinion
above stated by Calvin is perhaps as plausible as any other, though he
scarcely appreciates the claims which may be urged in favour of Joshua
himself. It is, of course,impossible to attribute to him either the narrative
of his own death, or the references to one or two events which happened
subsequent to it. Such anachronisms, if they may be so called, only prove
what has never been denied, that some insertions or interpolations have
been made in the original work. But as the account of the death of Moses
in the last book of the Pentateuch is not allowed to cast any doubt on the
claim of Moses to have been the true author, it is not easy to see why
similar insertions should be supposed to have any stronger effect in regard
to the claim of Joshua. In addition to the evidence furnished by those
passages in which the writer speaks as an eye-witness, and an actor in the
events recorded, those who attribute the Book to Joshua find a strong
argument in the position which Joshua occupied. He was not only the
divinely appointed successor, but the ardent admirer and diligent imitator
of Moses. Is it reasonable to suppose, that while imitating him in the
general principles of his government, he forgot to imitate him in the use
of his pen, or that he was not as careful as Moses had been to draw up a
written narrative of the wonderful events which the Lord performed by his
hand? The important fact that Joshua did write is distinetly stated in
chapter xxiv. 26; and though the writing there referred to seems to have
been confined to the narrative of a special event, analogy goes far to jus-
tify the inference, that what he did on this oceasion was in accordance
with his usual practice, and that the record which we now possess of his
eventful life, is, in substance at least, the production of his pen.—Ed.
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and mutilated form. This Book, then, shews how, when
the intolerable impiety of the people had interrupted the
course of deliverance, God, while inflicting punishment,
so tempered the severity of justice as ultimately to per-
form what he had promised concerning the inheritance of
Canaan.

This suggests the very useful reflection, that while men
are cut off by death, and fail in the middle of their career,
the faithfulness of God never fails. On the death of Moses
a sad change seemed impending; the people were left like
a body with its head lopped offt. While thus in danger of
dispersion, not only did the truth of God prove itself to be
immortal, but it was shewn in the person of Joshua as in a
bright mirror, that when God takés away those whom he
has adorned with special gifts, he has others in readiness to
supply their place, and that though he is pleased for a time
to give excellent gifts to some, his mighty power is not tied
down to them, but he is able, as often as seemeth to him
good, to find fit successors, nay, to raise up from the very
stones persons qualified to perform illustrious deeds.

First, we see how, when the wandering of forty years in
the wilderness had almost effaced the remembrance of the
passage of the Red Sea, the course of deliverance was proved
to have been uninterrupted by the repetition of the same
miracle in the passage of the Jordan. The renewal of circum-
cision was equivalent to a re-establishment of the Covenant
which had been buried in oblivion by the carelessness of the
people, or abandoned by them from despair. Next, we see
how they were conducted by the hand of God into possession
of the promised land. The taking of the first city was an
earnest of the perpetual aid which they might hope for from
heaven, since the walls of Jericho fell of their own accord,
shaken merely by the sound of trumpets. The nations,
however, were not completely routed by a single battle, nor
in one short campaign, but were gradually worn out and
destroyed by many laborious contests.

Here, it is to be observed, that arduous difficulties were
thrown in the way of the people when the kings entered into
a league, and came forth to meet them with united forces,
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because it became necessary not only to war with single
nations, but with an immense body which threatened to
overwhelm them by one great onset. Ultimately, however,
all these violent attempts had no other effect than to make
the power of Giod more manifest, and give brighter displays
of mercy and faithfulness in the defence of his chosen people.
In fact, their uninterrupted course of success, and their many
unparalleled victories, shewed the hand of God as it were
visibly stretched forth from heaven.

More especially, a signal proof that they were warring under
divine auspices was given when the sun was checked in his
course at the mere prayer of Joshua, as if the elements had
been armed for his assistance, and were waiting ready to
obey him. Again, while the delays which occurred in the
progress of the war were useful trials of the constancy of
the people, we must not lose sight of another admirable use
of which Moses, to prevent them from fainting in their minds,
had at an earlier period forewarned them, viz.,, that God was
unwilling to destroy the nations at once, lest the country,
from being converted into a kind of desert, might be over-
run by wild beasts.

But the provision which God had thus most graciously
made for their security, they wickedly perverted to their
own destruction: for having obtained what they deemed a
large enough space for commodious habitation, they turned
backwards to indulge in sloth and cowardice. This one
crime brought others along with it. For after they had
been enrolled under the banners of the Lord, they treacher-
ously and disobediently refused to fulfil their period of ser-
vice, in the very same way as deserters, regardless of the
military oath, basely quit their standards! The dominion
of the land, which had been divinely offered, they, with

1 The French here is,— Car tout ainsi comme des gendarmes fuyars,
qui laissent vilainement leur enseigne, oublians le serment par lequel ils se
sont obligez, ils furent traitres et perjures & Dieu, sous lequel ils estoyent
enrollez pour servir tout le temps par luy ordonné;” «For just like fugitive
soldiers, who villanously desert their standards, forgetting the oath by
which they have bound themselves, they became perf'ured traitors to God
under whom they were enlisted to serve for the whole period ordained by
him.”—FEd.
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flagrant ingratitude, rejected, by taking possession of only
a part,

Moreover, though they had been ordered to purge the
sacred territory of all pollutions, in order that no profanation
of the pure and legitimate worship might remain, they allowed
the impious superstitions which God abhorred to be practised
as before; and though they also knew that the order had
been partly given as a security for their own safety, lest,
through intermixture with the nations, they might be en-
snared by their impostures and insidious arts, yet, as if they
had determined to court danger, they left them to furnish
the fuel of a dire conflagration.

Their obstinate incredulity betrays itself in their disregard
of the penalty denounced against such transgression. But
they at length learned by experience that God had not
threatened in vain, that those nations whom they had
wickedly! spared, would prove to them thorns and stings.
For they were harassed by constant incursions, pillaged by
rapine, and at length almost oppressed by tyrannical violence.
In short, it was not owing to any merit of theirs that the
truth of God did not utterly fail?

On this point, indeed, a question may be raised: for if
the promise given to Abraham was founded on the mere
good pleasure of God,® then, be the character of the people
what it might, it is absurd to say that it could be defeated
by their fault. How are we to reconcile the two things,—
that the people did not obtain the full and complete inherit-
ance promised to them, and that yet God was true? I
answer, that so far was the faithfulness of God* from being
overthrown, or shaken, or in any way impaired, that we

'« 'Wickedly.” Latin, “ Male.” Irench, “ Contre leur devoir;” * Con-
trary to their duty.”—Ed.

¢ «1)id not utterly fail.” Latin, «Irrita caderet.” French, © Ne tom-
bast tout & plat sans avoir son effet;” ¢ Did not fall quite flat without pro-
ducing its effect.”— Ed,

* « Was founded on the mere good pleasure of God.” French, ¢ A esté
purement et simplement fondée au bon plaisir de Dieu, et non ailleurs;”
“Was founded purely and simply on the good pleasure of God, and not on
anything else.”—Ed.

4 « Faithfulness of God.” Latin, ¢ Dei fides.” French, “La certitude
de la promesse de Dieu;” “The certainty of the promise of God.”—Ed,
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here perceive more clearly how wonderful are His workings,
who, in unsearchable wisdom, knows how to bring light out
of darkness.

It had been said to Abraham, (Gen. xv. 18)) To thy seed
will T give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great
river Euphrates. Joshua affirms that the event drew near,
and was actually at hand. But the Israelites, overcome by
sloth, do not reach those boundaries ; nay, in settling down
of their own accord within narrow limits, they in a manner
oppose barriers to the divine liberality. In this way the
covenant of God seemed to suffer a kind of eclipse.

And there is no doubt that pious minds were often filled
with anxiety when they saw His work cut short. But the
punishment inflicted on the people for their wickedness was
so tempered, that what might otherwise have been a grievous
and perilous trial of faith, was converted into a powerful
support. The apparent failure reminded the children of God
that they were to look forward to a more excellent state,
where the divine favour would be more clearly displayed,
nay, would be freed from every obstruction, and shine forth
in full splendour. Hence their thoughts were raised to
Christ, and it was made known to them that the complete
felicity of the Church depended on its Head. Inarriving at
this conclusion, they were assisted by new prophecies. For
the rehearsal which Joshua here makes of the ancient cove-
nant is applied in the Psalms (Ps. lxxii. and lxxxix.) to the
Messiah’s reign, unto which time, the Lord had, for the
purpose of rendering it more glorious, deferred the full
fruition of the promised land. The same thing was ex-
emplified in David, who bore a typical resemblance to
Christ, and in whom it was shewn that the divine pro-
mises were only established and confirmed in the hand of
a Mediator.

No longer, therefore, does it seem strange that the result
promised, after being retarded by the wickedness of the
people, was not fully accomplished till the state of the Church
was rightly arranged, seeing that in the person of David the
image of the Mediator, on whom the perfect felicity of the
Church depended, was visibly held forth to view. Mean-
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while the moderate foretaste which believers received of the
divine favour, must have sufficed to sustain® them, prepara-
tory to the more complete realization.

Nor, indeed, was the partition made by Joshua and the
heads of the tribes, to whom that duty was intrusted, elusory
or fallacious; but the inheritance, in possession of which
God had placed them by His own hand, was truly and dis-
tinctly divided by His orders. In this respect, too, the
sacred observance of the covenant made with Abraham was
conspicuous. Jacob, when about to die, had destined certain
settlements to some of his children. Had each tribe received
its portion simply by the determination and suffrages of
men, it might have been thought that they had merely fol-
lowed the directions of the Patriarch. But when the lot,
than which nothing is deemed more fortuitous, confirmed the
prophecy, the stability of the donation? was as clearly
ratified as if God had visibly appeared. Accordingly,
after the sluggishness of the people put an end to the
war, Joshua sent back the tribes of Reuben and Gad, with
the half tribe of Manasseh, as if their period of service had
expired.

Next follows a remarkable narrative, clearly shewing how
zealous the Israelites who dwelt in the land of Canaan were
to maintain the pure worship of God. For when these two
tribes and half tribe had erected a monument of fraternal
alliance, the others, thinking that it was an altar intended
for sacrifice, and consequently an abomination, immediately
determine to declare war, and prepare sooner to destroy
their kindred?® than allow religion to be torn asunder by a
bastard worship. At the same time they are commended
for their moderation, in being so easily appeased on obtain-
ing satisfaction, after a sacred zeal had suddenly roused them
to arms.

t « Sustain.” French, « Consoler et soustenir;” « Comfort and sustain.”

—Ed.
? « Stability of the donation.” Latin, “ Donationis stabilitas.” French,
« La verité de la prophetie;” «The truth of the prophecy.”— Ed.

* « Sooner to destroy their kindred.” Latin, ¢ Suos consanguineos potius
delere.” French, “De plutost exterminer leur cousins, c’est & dire ces
lignées-la qui estoyent de leur sang;” «Sooner to exterminate their cousins,
(kindred,) that is to say, lineage which was of their own blood.”—Ed.,
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In the end of the book it is shewn how anxious Joshua
was to advance the glory of God,' and how diligently he
endeavoured to obviate the fickleness and treachery of the
people. With this view, not only the most impressive ex-
hortations, but protestations, were employed, and more espe-
cially the covenant was renewed in regular form with the
solemnity of an oath.2

! Latin, “ Quantopere solicitus fuerit Josue de propaganda Dei gloria.”
French, “Combien Josué a eté songneux de procurer qu’apres sa mort
Dieu fust glorifié;” « How careful Joshua was to provide that God should
be glorified after his death.”—Zd.

2 In addition to the above excellent summary, it may be proper to men-
tion that the Book of Joshua extends over a period, estimated by Josephus
at twenty-five, and by other Jewish chronologists at twenty-seven, though
others attempt to reduce it to only seventeen years, and that its contents
are naturally divided into three great sections,—the first extending from
chapter i.-xii. inclusive, and giving a continuous narrative of Joshua’s
conquests; the second from chapter xiii.-xxiii. inelusive, consisting chiefly
of a description more or less detailed of the division of the country among
the different tribes; and the ¢hird occupying the remainder of the book,
principally with an account of the great convention of the tribes held at
Shechem, on Joshua’s summons, and of the interesting and important pro-
ceedings which then took place,—Ed.






