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EDITOR'S PREFACE.

So long as the church endures, shall the genius and eloquence of the son of
Amoz be held in admiration. On the ruins of once flourishing empires and
cities, his credentials are written ; and the more these ruins are explored, and
compared with his prophetic pages, the deeper will the conviction grow, that
the inspiration of God is there. In a sceptical age like the present, it cannot
but be of great advantage to direct the minds of onr youth to demonstrations
like these. But Isaiah has still nobler themes than the downfall of empires.
The grand subjects of this *' fifth evangelist " are the person and character,
and reign and glory of Christ; the triumphs of the church; the restoration
of the Jews ; and conversion of the world ; and these are presented in a style
that, is by turns simple, beautiful, tender, sublime, impetuous. The majesty
of Isaiah has never been surpassed.

This exposition of the prophet originally appeared in three large octavos ;
it was subsequently condensed by the author, and re-issued in two volumes of
smaller size. From this second and latest edition, the present reprint has been
made. The reader will recognize in it the same easy and perspicuous style,
the same racy illustrations, the same prevailing good sense, and general full-
ness of exposition, that have made the author the most popular of modern
commentators. Pie makes no pretence, indeed, to very profound or original
criticism. But while there is necessarily less of this than in works written
professedly for the scholar, there is much more of it than is usually found in
popular commentaries. The sense of the original is always carefully ascer-
tained, and - made the basis of exposition ; but while the merely philological
inquiry is, for the most part, carried so far as to satisfy, it is never pushed to
the length of tedium or fatigue. Thus a happy medium has been secured,
and a commentary produced,, acceptable alike to the scholar and the Christian.
It is, perhaps, not too much to say that it is the most readable and generally
useful commentary on Isaiah in the English language. The scholarship of
Alexander is doubtless more exact and profound, and his exegesis more
independent; but his book is for scholars, and for scholars alone. It deals
principally in philological criticism; its avowed aim is briefly to present
the true sense, along with a condensed historical synopsis of opinion. Very
nearly the same may be said of Henderson, Lowth, Stock, and Noyes. The
illustration in all of them is too scant to satisfy, and the public instructor
in search of available materials for lectures on Isaiah, will consult them in
vain; but in these volumes will be "found, in union with judicious criticism,
a satisfying copiousness of illustration. In the archaeological department
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particularly, the author excels, having added to the stores of Gesenius and
other diligent cultivators of this field, much additional matter from the
works of modern travellers. This feature of the book greatly enhances its
value, and lends to it a peculiar charm ; it is especially fitted to captivate the
young, and allure them to studies which they are but too apt to imagine
repulsive and dry. The author, indeed, has been blamed for disproportionate
attention to this part of his subject; but readers generally will thank him for
that attention, and think with himself that it is perhaps the capital excel-
lence of the work. Yet the author has by no means prosecuted this part of
his subject to the injury of other parts. The Messianic prophecies, which
form so marked a portion of Isaiah, have due care bestowed on them, and the
evangelical interpretation is throughout skilfully and successfully maintained.
The author, indeed, does not exalt anything into a type or prediction of Christ
merely because it occurs in the writings of a prophet; but, on the other hand,
he has no rationalistic bias inclining him to explain away such prophecies as
the Church has all along applied to the Messiah. His good sense never for-
sakes him. The sobriety of his judgment is seen in the manner in which he
deals with the questions of the literal restoration of the Jews, and the per-
sonal reign of Christ. If the advocates of these doctrines are not satisfied with
his conclusions, they will seldom or never find reason to complain of his candour.

The peculiarities of this edition are the careful revision to which the
text has been subjected ; additional Notes where these were required; refer-
ences to supplementary Notes in former volumes, under those places where the
author's views were supposed to be at variance with the received theology of
our church and country ; to which must be added very many additional
pictorial illustrations. Numerous errors, in the Hebrew text particularly, had
crept into the American edition; these have been corrected; and care has
been taken to present the pointed Hebrew throughout with due accuracy.
The supplementary Notes would have been perhaps more numerous, but for
the fact that the author's peculiarities had been reviewed at length in the
New Testament volumes, and therefore a simple reference seemed all that was
needed. The aim, from the first, has been to supply no more Notes than were
absolutely required, that the author might appear in his own dress, with as
little foreign admixture as possible.

May this work be abundantly blessed. May it revive in our land, and
especially in our youth, a taste for the literature of the Bible, deepen in their
minds the conviction of its inspiration, and dispose them to its study.
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Egyptian Vineyard.—From painting at Gournah, Thebes.—Cailliaud.

[ISAIAH V.]
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Temple on a hill, surrounded by trees, and having an altar in the approach to it.

Bas-relief from Kouyunjik, in British Museum.
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Sargon in his Chariot—Sculpture from Khorsabad.

[ISAIAH, CH. XX.]

Sennacherib on his Throne before Lachish.—Sculpture from Kouyunjik.

[ISAIAH, CH. XXXVI.]





PREFACE TO THE EIRST EDITION.

IT is with unaffected diffidence that this work is offered to the patronage of
the Christian public. It has been prepared amidst the toils and responsibilities
of a most laborious pastoral charge, and at such intervals as could be secured
without seeming to infringe on the direct and immediate duties demanded in
my station. Those hours have been, with scarcely an exception, the early
morning hours ; and whatever may be the manner in which this book may bo
received by the public, whether it shall or shall not contribute in any degree
to advance the knowledge of the truth, and the love of the sacred Scriptures,
its preparation, by requiring me to commence each day with the direct con-
templation of an interesting portion of inspired truth, has for four years con-
stituted one of the most delightful parts of my worki It is the production of
many a laborious, but many a pleasant, hour; and while I desire to render
thanks to the Giver of life and health, that he has granted me strength to
engage in these studies, I shall ever look back with gratitude to the deeply
interesting moments in which I have been endeavouring to illustrate the
' Visions of Isaiah.'

When I commenced the work, I designed nothing farther than an enlarge-
ment of Lowth on Isaiah, It occurred to me that it might be useful to retain
his Notes as a basis, with some additional illustrations. But this plan was
soon abandoned ; and no other use has been made of Lowth than that which is
common with other writers. Valuable as are his Notes, and beautiful as is his
version, yet it was soon perceived, or thought to be perceived, that greater
usefulness might bo secured by enlarging the plan, and making a work entirely
new. Very valuable helps have been furnished, since the time of Lowth, for
the illustration of the Hebrew prophets ; and it was deemed desirable to avail
myself of them all, so far as it was in my power. Most of those helps will be
found enumerated in the list of works on Isaiah, at the close of the Introduc-
tion, § 8.

Some of the reasons which led to the wish to illustrate Isaiah, are the fol-
lowing: (1.) He is one of the most beautiful and sublime of the sacred writers.
(2.) In some respects his writings are among the most difficult portions of the
Old Testament. (3.) His prophecies are so closely connected with interesting
historical events, and furnish so much opportunity of illustration from archae-
ology, oriental customs, and the investigations of modern travellers, that it is
highly desirable that all the light should be thrown upon them which is possi-
ble from these sources. (4.) The fulfilment of prophecy is perhaps more clear.-

ISAIAH, I. 1
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minute, and striking in Isaiah than in any other of the prophets; and a com-
mentary, therefore, on his writings, compared with the present state of the
countries to which his prophecies refer, as reported by modern travellers, and
especially with the record of the life, and doctrines, and death of Christ, will
constitute itself a demonstration of the divine origin of the sacred Scriptures,
and may be made one of the best antidotes against infidelity. It is impossi-
ble, it is believed, with an honest mind, to compare the predictions of Isaiah
respecting Babylon, Moab, Tyre, and Idumea, with the travels of Volney,
Burckhardt, Seetzen, Sir R. K. Porter, Maundrell, Laborde, and Stephens,
without the fullest conviction that he who uttered these predictions, two
thousand and five hundred years since, was divinely inspired. It is impossible
to believe that this could have been the result of political sagacity; it is equally
impossible to believe that it could have been produced by chance or conjecture.
And, in like manner, it is impossible to compare his full, minute, and glowing
descriptions of the Messiah, with the life of t ie Lord Jesus Christ; to collate
minutely and critically, for example, the prophecies in the ixth, the xith, the
xxxvth, the liid, the liiid chapters, with what actually occurred in the life, the
sufferings, and the death of the Redeemer, without the fullest conviction that
he was permitted to see, in distinct vision, events which were to take place in
future times. No man can be a close student of Isaiah, and remain an infidel;
no man can study his writings with prayer, who will not find his faith con-
firmed, his heart warmed, his mind elevated and purified, and his affections
more firmly fixed on the beauty of the everlasting truth of God.

But the main reason which led to the selection of Isaiah as a subject of
exposition was, his strongly evangelical character, and the fact, that he, more
than any other prophet, has unfolded the future glories, and predicted the
triumphs of the church on earth. He has been usually styled 'the fifth
Evangelist;' and it is certain that there was vouchsafed to him a clearer
view of the universal spread of the gospel, and of the blessedness of the reign
of the Messiah, than was granted to any other of the ancient prophets. It
was this characteristic mainly which has prompted to this attempt to make
his sentiments more widely known, and more clearly understood. In -an age
distinguished, more than any other since that of the apostles, for efforts for the
conversion of the whole world to God, nothing will so entirely fall in with the
leading characteristics and efforts of the times as an attempt to establish some
j ust views of the right interpretation of the prophecies on this subject. Men will
put forth great and noble exertions when the object is clearly defined, and
when they have some distinct view of what it is possible to attain. A right
apprehension of what is to be on earth, will do much to form the plans and
shape the efforts of those who seek the world's conversion. It will do much to
suppress unauthorized hopes, to repress wild and visionary schemes, and to
secure well-founded and judicious efforts to accomplish the object. A correct
understanding of the prophecies, therefore, is necessary to direct those who
are forming plans for the conversion of the world, and to uphold the hands and
to encourage the hearts of those who arc engaged in practically executing tha
work.

There is one advantage on this subject, in contemplating the entire proplie-
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cics in a book, above what would arise from selecting the portions which relate
to the final triumph of the gospel, and forming a commentary on them exclu-
sively. As the predictions now stand in the prophets, they are intermingled
with predictions respecting other events which have been strikingly and clearly
fulfilled. The mind is carried forward therefore amidst demonstrations ; the
certain conviction of the mind that the predictions respecting Babylon, Tyre,
Moab, and Idumea liave been fulfilled, is carried to the contemplation of the
predictions respecting things yet to come. The mind ranges amidst proofs of
the divine origin of the book which is examined ; and these proofs strengthen
the faith in regard to the events which are yet to come. He performs some
service for his generation, who contributes in any degree to unfold the
meaning of the ancient predictions, and to show to the Christian church
what the world yet will be; and he who contributes in any manner so to blend
the arguments for the past fulfilment of _ prophecy with the predictions of
what is yet to be on earth, does not live entirely in vain. It is doubtless with
this view that the predictions respecting the Messiah, and the final universal
triumph of the gospel, are scattered along and intermingled with predictions
that relate to events that would be of more immediate fulfilment. The
student of the prophecies thus walks amidst the monuments of their truth
which time has set up along his way;—not much unlike the traveller who
is seeking a distant land amidst much that is obscure and uncertain; who
encounters rapid streams and lofty crags and hills ; whose paths lead through
dense and entangled forests ; but who yet finds every now and then monuments
erected which show him that the road has been travelled, and which prove
that the same path which others have trod will lead him to the place which he
desires to reach. He who has attentively examined Isaiah, and compared the
predictions respecting events which are now passed, with their fulfilment, is
not likely to be a man whose faith will be shaken in regard to the reality of
the inspiration of the Book of God, or to the final prevalence of religion all
over the world. As an illustration of the influence of Isaiah in forming the
opinions of Christians in regard to the character of the better days which are
to bless the world, we may advert to the fact that the views of most Christians
respecting the Millennium are probably derived from this prophet; and that
even after the revelations of the New Testament, if we wish to obtain full and
clear conceptions of what the world is yet to be under the reign of the Prince
oi Peace, we instinctively turn to the glowing visions of the son of Amoz. It
has been one of the constant and earnest prayers of the author of these Notes,
that his labours may contribute to the confirmation of the faith of Christians
in respect to the final triumph of Christianity; and to the augmentation of
their zeal in spreading the gospel around the world.

In the fulfilment of this design, as well as to exhibit the true meaning ot
the prophet, I have availed myself of all the helps within my reach, to show
that the prophecies pertaining to events already passed, have been minutely
and strikingly fulfilled. In these portions of the book, my first aim has been
to settle, as well as I could, the exact sense of the prophet by philological
investigation, and then to adduce the testimony of modern travellers in regard
.to the present condition of the countries so described. Modern travellers have


